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Editorial Note                            

                      We are so happy and enthusiastic about presenting the 6th issue (July-December, 

2015) of bi-annual interdisciplinary research journal viz. Intellection (ISSN: 2319-8192) of Barak 

Education Society brought out in printed form as well as in e-form. We feel that it is not an easy 

task to maintain and preserve academic publishing with a voluntary approach. This issue of the 

journal is dedicated in the memory of former President of India Dr APJ Abdul Kalam , the 11th 

President of our great nation . Dr. Kalam was a practical educational thinker and visionary for 

integrating ancient and modern educational ideals for the development of a balanced Indian 

society. Being, one of the top scientists of international reputation, his direct contribution to 

the advancement of science and technology is unique and commendable. His scholarly research 

publications, articles, books etc. have opened new avenues for research and studies in the area 

of aeronautics, ballistics, and metallurgy. 

                      In the present issue of the Intellection, altogether 21 research papers have been 

collected from all over the country in different disciplines, which we believe, readers will read 

with interest. The papers contributed by academicians and scholars encompass many facets of 

current issues. We are really thankful to the contributors as well as reviewers in bringing out 

this journal.  

                  In conclusion, we would like to thank all members of our Editorial Board as well as 

Advisory Board for joining us in this fascinating and promising work. Moreover, the 

considerable improvement both in terms of quality and quantity of the articles submitted to 

our journal for evaluation, encourages us to think positively about the brighter future of our 

journal. With the hope to meet again in the next issue of bi-annual interdisciplinary research 

journal viz. Intellection, we hereby present our deepest respect to all concerned. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                           
   (Dr. A.H. Chaudhury)                                                                                      (Dr. Merina Islam)    

Managing Editor ( Honorary)                                                                                            Editor                                                                                       
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A CORRIGENDUM NOTE 
 

 
During compilation and setting process, a mistake occurred in the article No.5 of 
this issue inadvertently. The mistake has been rectified and as such two pages 
46(a) and 46(b) have been incorporated keeping all other page numbers in the 
journal unchanged. So, the same may kindly be noted by any one who has 
downloaded this issue of the journal from the website earlier or seen otherwise. The 
matter is regretted by the undersigned and the Managing Body of the Intellection.  
Advice and cooperation from all concerned is solicited for developing the quality of 
the journal far better in days to come. 
 

 

                                                                                       
Dr. A.H.Chaudhury 

Managing Editor (Honorary) 
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Positive Philosophy, Innovative Method and Present 
Education System 

Dr. Desh Raj Sirswal* 

Abstract:  Philosophy is an important relation with education as it gives theoretical ground 

for its development. Principles and values of life learnt through education and experience gives 

birth to philosophy. Philosophy lays the foundation of leading one’s life based on principles. 

Education is the source of learning and philosophy it’s applications in human life. While 

discussing about the real nature of philosophy in present time, we should have a single criteria 

as if it to be acceptable to all reasonable people of the world. Positive Philosophy is an attitude 

as well as a methodology for both academician and common person. It make education process 

positive so that it can make something useful for societal growth and in working process it also 

make the person sensitive about the societal problems and make them ready to  be a part of 

social change. Positive Philosophy is working on that issues which have some worth for human. 

It is a process to do something creative.  We are using innovative method. Innovation not only 

simply implies questioning, reshaping, restricting but also developing through transformation.  A 

teacher can play an important role in promoting this discussion because a teacher has the 

capacity to influence students with their thoughts and personality and engages them to creative 

activities. Innovativeness needs to be included in the curriculum. Once one becomes habitual to 

this attitude he/she will be ready to do some positive or creative. In this paper it is an attempt 

being made to apply positive philosophy though innovative method in our present education 

system. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Philosophical thought is an inescapable part of human existence. Almost everyone has been 

puzzled from time to time by such essentially philosophical questions as “what does life mean?’, 

“Did I have any existence before I was born?” Most of people also have some kind of philosophy  
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in the sense of a personal outlook on life. Even a person, who claims that considering 

philosophical questions is a waste of time, is expressing his views on what is important, 

worthwhile, or valuable. A rejection of all philosophy is in itself philosophy. Abstraction without 

relevance to life and living in high sounding is nothing, but leading to darkness. The usefulness 

of any subject lies in its lying servant of practice. Philosophy because of its closeness to life 

should be a part of any scheme of education relevant to anyone. Philosophy will provide the 

ways to acquire knowledge and good behavioral patterns. In the early 20th century, with the 

attainment of science and technology, human values of life have changed. With this popularity of 

philosophy also decreased because of its consciousness to metaphysical and religious 

speculations. Philosophy should be creative and practical, that is the exigency of modern society.  

 

The present status of philosophy as a useful discipline is in doubt. There are some reasons for 

this. First, philosophy in India is on the dominancy of religion, so one cannot make clear 

distinction between philosophy and religion. Most problems of philosophy are treated like 

religious problems and there is a lack of basic understanding between the nature of problems 

regarding philosophy and religion. We come to know from religious literature that its doctrines 

are supported either by reasoning or by revelation. Doctrines supported by reasoning unaided by 

revelation constitute metaphysics and fall in the domain of Philosophy, but doctrines based on 

revelation are to be excluded from philosophy, because revelation is supported to be a type of 

experience entirely different from the experiences that we as a matter of fact have. All 

metaphysical thinking is necessarily God-oriented. Here we need the criteria how far it is useful 

in dealing with matters in daily life. The teaching methods of philosophy used in institutions are 

not valuable as to understand the real nature of philosophy. So, here is a basic need of such a 

healthy and positive attitude for philosophical inquiry, which is concerned with the problems of 

human life and is related to ordinary discourse of living. We have used the term Positive 

Philosophy for this.  
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The Concept of Positive Philosophy
1
  

This term “Positive Philosophy” is firstly used by Auguste Comte. Course of Positive Philosophy 

(1830-1842) was his first great work, and in it he propounds his theory that all institutions are 

based upon the ideas of men which are formed in three successive stages--theology, metaphysics 

and finally from the Positive. In the theological stage, the human mind, seeks the essential nature 

of beings, the first and final causes (the origin and purpose) of all effects. In short, it is absolute 

knowledge -- supposes all phenomena to be produced by the immediate action of supernatural 

beings. In the metaphysical stage, which is only a modification of the first, the mind supposes, 

instead of supernatural beings, abstract forces, veritable entities (that is, personified abstractions) 

inherent in all beings, and capable of producing all phenomena.  In the final, the positive stage, 

“The mind has given over the vain search after absolute notions, the origin and destination of the 

universe, and the causes of phenomena, and applies itself to the study of their laws -- that is, their 

invariable relations of succession and resemblance. Reasoning and observation, duly combined, 

are the means of this knowledge. What is now understood when we speak of an explanation of 

facts is simply the establishment of a connection between single phenomena and some general 

facts, the number of which continually diminishes with the progress of science.”
2
 Comte’s 

rejection of traditional religion and metaphysics, his faith in science and progress has had a 

strong and persistent influence on subsequent thought. But I am not here concentrating on the 

positivist revolution in the world of philosophy, but only that how philosophy becomes 

beneficial for non-academic persons too. Here we are using this word as a useful philosophy for 

everyone and trying to leave those questions that are merely religious and metaphysical in 

nature.  

 

Characteristics of Positive Philosophy  

Before giving a positive account, attention may be drawn to two ways of defining a branch of knowledge; 

in terms its subject-matter and in terms of its method. When I discuss about it, I have a single criteria for 

positive philosophy i.e. if it to be acceptable to all reasonable people of the world. 

-3- 
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 In defining Positive Philosophy it may be said, "The Positive Philosophy is an attempt to achieve an 

intellectual detachment from all philosophical systems, and not to solve specific philosophical problems, 

but to become sensitively aware of what is it when we philosophize."  It is an attitude as well as a 

methodology for both academician and common person. It makes philosophy in India Positive so that it 

can make something useful for societal growth and in working process it also make the person aware.  I 

am not negating something, here "Positive" word is not an antonym but it is an adjective. Where there are 

merely religious, metaphysical speculations and passive ideologies, we have to leave it behind because 

they are not useful so far. Positive Philosophy works on that issues which have some worth for human. It 

is a process to do something creative.  The characteristics of this philosophy are mentioned below:  

 It will be primarily concerned with the affairs of living and not what happen after death.  

 It will teach a person about the real nature of the individual and nature.  

 It will teach each person the art of dynamic equilibrium, so that he never tends to 

extremes, but remains in the middle.  

 It will be steadfast in views, but not claim exclusive truth for its doctrines, to be ready to 

accept alternative versions to the eternal truth as equally valid assertions, and not seek to 

compel anyone to accept any single version of the truth.  

 It will not run counter to the modern doctrines of science, gender parity, liberty, equality 

and fraternity, human rights and the like.
3
 

As we know that philosophy has an enormous influence on our everyday lives. The very 

languages we speak were classification derived from philosophy. For example, the classification 

of noun and verb involve the philosophical idea that there is a difference between things and 

actions. If we ask what the difference is, we are starting a philosophical inquiry. So, we should 

have a solid methodology to do this.  

Innovative Method 

A methodology is a system of principles and general ways of organizing and structuring theoretical and 

practical activity, and also the theory of this system. A clear comprehension of the fundamental of 

epistemology, logic and scientific method is necessary pre-requisite of understanding any meaningful 

rational activity including theory–formation and decision-making. Philosophical questions concern the 

relations between concepts that are employed in daily life, natural science, religion and mathematical 

sciences.  
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Therefore, in philosophy, it is necessary to be familiar with them in order to see how these concepts are 

actually employed. We are using innovative method for our conception.  Innovation is the creation of 

better or more effective products, processes, services, technologies or ideas that are readily available to 

society. Innovation differs from invention in that innovation refers to the use of better and, as a result, 

novel idea or method, whereas invention refers more directly to the creation of the idea or method itself. 

Innovation differs from improvement in that innovation refers to the notion of doing something different 

(Lat. innovare: "to change") rather than doing the same thing better. The word innovation derives from 

the Latin word innovatus, which is the noun form of innovare "to renew or change," stemming from in—

"into" + novus—"new". Diffusion of innovation research was first started in 1903 by seminal researcher 

Gabriel Tarde, who first plotted the S-shaped diffusion curve. Tarde (1903) defined the innovation-

decision process as a series of steps that includes:  

1. First knowledge 

2. Forming an attitude 

3. A decision to adopt or reject 

4. Implementation and use 

5. Confirmation of the decision 
4
 

Philosophy is a growing phenomenon, a developing sphere. Each step in the walk of human existence 

adds new grains to the development of philosophy. We have to be a perpetual innovator. “An innovator is 

one who does not know that it cannot be done. To innovate is to introduce something, make changes into 

anything established, or to innovate on another’s creation, renewed or altered. An innovator could be a 

rebellion because he breaks the established methods, norms, standards and redefines the layers of thought. 

Hence an innovator is one who knows what one is doing could be alone on the basis of certain method. 

Innovation not simply implies questioning, reshaping, restructuring, but also developing through 

transformation.”
5
  

Prof. Daya Krishan said, “The philosophers, however, have not merely thought in a certain way 

but also thought that they thought in a certain way.”
6
 Philosophy is the New World-Cognitive 

process which deals with practical ethics, globalization, human rights. It is a critical reflection of 

the status of knowledge, values and communication. It tries to bring out the discrepancies and 

gaps, the ruptures and mutations etc. and tries to modify and transform that process. So, this is 

necessary to follow this type of positive attitude to solve these problems rather than a negative 

attitude which makes the problem more complex, rather to solve it.  
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Our critical reflections may serve to amend the positive view with which we find relatively 

satisfactory. Philosophy affects Social Sciences and Humanities since many hundred years. We 

should think about the implication of philosophical methods on Social Sciences and Humanities. 

Cultivate on of ethical, moral, cultural and spiritual ideas by studying philosophy at various 

levels of education can change the mindset of the people. Recent research in ethics and moral 

science has proved that studying ethics has a tremendous influence on people all over the world. 

So, we should ready to give new dimensions and do best innovations in this area which has more 

relevance and implications in this millennium and forever.  

 

PRESENT EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Education is the process by which people not only acquire knowledge and information skill, but also get 

values and ability to live and interact within and with social groups, as well as they participate in cultural 

life and productive activities, which may not always be economic. Higher education is not a fundamental 

right in India, but also considered essential for any nation’s cultural, social and economic development.
7
 

But the base of the education pyramid of India is shabby, poorly manages government/municipal schools 

which shove dubious quality education down the children of the poor majority. One out of every three out 

of school children in the world reside in India. Fifty three percent of students dropout before completing 

primary school.  

The issue today is not a lack of demand, but rather quality of supply. Students often dropout because their 

public school experiences are often so poor that they learn very little even after being enrolled for 4 to 5 

years.
8
 Classrooms in India are posed with challenges of rigid curriculum demands, lack of resources, 

large class sizes and very often low motivation levels among teachers. Add to that poor teacher training 

facilities. Given the constraints, the pursuit of encouraging creativity education in the Indian schooling 

system seems like a fall order.
9
 

This is also a fact that Indian education system has a large scope but the quality of higher education down 

because of incapable teaching professionals and their incompetency to fight with international order. Here 

is an quote, "India has the second largest higher education system in the world comprising of 279 

universities, over 13,000 colleges, about 7.5 million students and over 3,50,000 teachers at tertiary level. 

The country is also presently involved in trade in educational services. But only 9 percent of males and 5 

percent of female hold qualification. Moreover, these skill levels are differentially distributed across  
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 different part of the country.(Desai, Sonalde, B. & others (2010). This highly diverse educational system 

will have a multidimensional impact under globalization. Foreign institutions are entering the country in a 

big way taking advantage of differential and excessive demand for higher education."
10

  

Individually some teachers are working to do best in quality education but they are facing many 

problems, "...Teachers who struggle with the implementation of an innovation may muddle through 

without institutional support and eventually abandon the innovation. Yet, the teachers may have because 

they have been taught about innovations in the workshop. In this context, training is considered less 

important among teaching community. The implementation of innovations is not Hassel free."
11

  

Government funding in higher education sometimes seems inappropriate as its output is nil. Government 

resources are being used for the benefits money headed peoples and they are not oriented to social and 

national goal of education. A topic of much debate in India is Should the government continue 

subsidizing the educational of IIT students since so many of them end up working in foreign countries ? 

Many suggestions are being made for this like an "exist tax" be imposed on students who pass out from 

prestigious institutions like the IIT only to take up jobs abroad. They should be involved in social 

participation programme to serve time in Indian rural areas-just like medical students are required to do.
12

 

The lack of social and national goals need orientation in education policy making creates many problems 

for Indian society.  

Higher education is an important thing for a nation's development. Higher education has received a lot of 

attention in India over the past few years. While speaking in convocation address Chairman of UGC 

describe the main reasons for this recent focus: 

 First, country’s weak higher education system is being blamed for skill shortages in several sector 

of economy.  

 Second, reservation quotas in higher education institutions, particularly the more reputed ones 

that provide access to high status and best paid jobs became a highly divisive issue, central to the 

policy of inclusive growth and distributive justice, and hence politically very important.  

 Third, in the backdrop of the first two developments, it began to be argued that the country would 

not be able to sustain its growth momentum and maintain competitiveness unless problems with 

higher education continues to outpace the supply due to growing population of young people, 

gains in school education, the growing middle class and their rising aspiration. 
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He also describes the function of the University in the following lines, "The main function of the 

university is to create and disseminate knowledge. The university bears the responsibility of moving the 

society forward by addressing the pressing problems of the society and producing the positive thinkers 

and intelligent workers. In this age of globalization technological advancement and competition, there is 

no alternative to the creation of a knowledge based society which is only possible through universities."
13

  

Govt. of India started several programmes in the field of higher education. Indian economy can 

flourish only if there is an academic culture favourable for innovation and technology transfer. 

We need world class institutes to raise our head high, especially in the field of science and 

technology without which India undoubtedly cannot hope to lead. Technical Education Quality 

Improvement Program (TEQIP) of Government of India in association with the World Bank is 

attempting to do this by investing thousands of crores in about 300 colleges.
14 

And also, "....The 

new global scenario poses challenges for the higher education. UGC state, “Universities have a 

central role to play in promoting societal change. It must make an impact on the community if it 

is to preserve it legitimacy and gain civil support.” It is to be realized that social changes can 

only be brought about by people and not through technology alone which itself is a product of 

human effort. Hence human resources development, at all levels, needs to be given precedence 

and made a part of the nation’s overall approach.
15

 If India does not create world class 

universities and colleges, it will only get increasingly, more mediocre to run its national and 

international affairs.  

Teaching Profession 

Teaching is a well-paid profession in India and teachers are typically appointed based on political 

affiliations, not on content or pedagogical knowledge. There is no system in place to motive academic 

achievement and very little training available to strengthen teaching practices. To prepare competent 

teachers who can perform effectively and conduct themselves in most socially desirable manner, both pre-

service and in-service education need to be emphasized. Because time training at the initial stage will not 

suffice throughout one’s career if we have to meet emerging needs of the contemporary society. 

Empowerment of teachers both at the pre-service and in-service levels will save them from obsolescence, 

reutilisation and burn out.
16

 The following characteristics are associated with teaching profession, 

"Teaching is a highly professional activity which demands specialized knowledge, skill and behavior: 
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 Teacher professionalism comprises at list three essential characteristics: competence, 

performance and behaviour, which reflect on teachers' personality and the way they behave in 

school and society.  

 Competence is fundamental in teaching profession which includes preparation of teachers for 

classroom processes, acquisition of knowledge of subject and facilitates personality development 

of children.   

 Competencies of an effective teacher include interpersonal communication, pedagogical 

empowerment and organizational leadership of professional competence results in performance of 

teachers in terms of overall development of children.  

 The competent teachers are supposed to perform better in the interest of the children and society 

as well. High level of competence empowers teachers with high self-concept, commitment and 

motivational level.  

 The third characteristics of humane teachers particularly in the Indian context. The manner in 

which the teacher conducts him/herself has impact on classroom, school, community and 

educational system. The teacher’s conduct is reflected in the behaviour of young generation 

taught by him/her. The sense of ethics and morality goes a long way in harmonizing society."
17

 

 
Government of  India also working since a long time to provide best training to teaching professionals in 

higher education in  indifferent forms, "The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE),Established 

in 1973 and awarded statutory authority in 1993, is responsible for planning and developing teacher 

education, including setting and maintaining standards. There is a National Eligibility Test to select 

teachers in their States. In 1987, Academic Staff Colleges (ASC) were set up (45 to date) to provide 

opportunities for general orientation and subject refresher programs for academic staff.  More than 1, 

00,000 teachers have received training of 3-4 weeks duration. These colleges also conduct 2-3 days 

seminars of Principles."
18

 But this is ineffective due to political affairs in selection and upgradation of 

teachers as they face many problems in this also. Administrators’ ill-will always creates many problems 

to an honest and real academician.  

It is rightly said that, "To be effective teachers, they should be given good working conditions, necessary 

conveniences, instructional facilities etc. to save them from obsolescence, routinisation and burn-out. 

They need good working conditions, necessary facilities, devices, aids, etc. They can be given  
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opportunities in terms of encouragement, leave, costs etc. to grow professionally so that they are able to 

disseminate their experiences, research findings locally, nationally and globally."....The teacher educators 

have to introspect and reflect on their performance interms of their vision, leadership, teaching, values 

system, social accountability, commitment to profession etc. The public perception about teachers at all 

the levels has suffered in the recent past. The credibility of teachers has gone down and as a result they 

have also developed pessimism in their behaviour.
19

  

 

Positive Innovative Education 

In India the need to develop creativity in the classroom is in a nascent stage and yet to be emphasized in 

any major educational policy or planning document. The Indian education system in policy makes no 

overt recommendations for creativity education to be adopted as an integral part of the schooling 

experience for a child in India. Therefore, any such initiative can happens only at an individual level and 

must stem from an ideology or philosophy that believes in creating the space for children to learn 

creatively. 

 For innovative education system the following things are necessary:  

 Creating a sense of informality to encourage free expression through informal seating 

arrangements, flexible class timings, group activities, proximity to nature, a vivacious campus 

and the freedom to express without the fear of being judged and ridiculed were some of these.
20

  

 Academic or professional communication skills, both written and oral, have to be imparted in 

such a way that students in their contexts are able to identify their own language learning needs 

and to set their own language learning goals.  

 At college and university level, teachers may act as facilitators, just as they would need to teach 

will positive attitude for inter and intracultural communication the skills of negotiating linguistic 

and cultural differences.
21

   

 Excellence in education in most simple term implies the transformation of individuals and society 

to higher levels of physical, intellectual, social, emotional aesthetic, moral and spiritual 

attainments. It must enable students to prepare themselves not only for the job market but also for 

life. There is a growing realization that education must equip students with more than narrowly 

focused curriculum, based on reading, writing and mathematics. It must expose students to a 

broad and meaningful study of the humanities, including science, music and art. Besides, 

education must also foster self-esteem, leadership, tolerance, ethical judgment and moral  
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reasoning. ...Conceptualizing excellence in education in such a broader perspective is now considered 

to be a function of four quotients: Spiritual Quotient, Emotional Quotient, Human Quotient and 

Physical Quotient.
22

 

These days Educational e-Governance also plays an important role in dissemination of bias free 

knowledge. It means governance of various educational activities in university and colleges in electronic 

way. It includes management of academic and administrative activities. The learning services intends to 

include Learning Management System, Content Management System, Distributed Classroom, Online 

Evaluation System, Assignment Management System, Question Banks and Model Answers, Project 

Reports, New Project Ideas, Personality Development, Business English, Soft Skills, Profiling Tests, 

Webcasts, Video-Lecture Streaming etc. Administrative and Facilitation Services will facilitate 

availability of following personalized administrative and facilitation services to the students: Personal 

Profile Update, Eligibility Application for Examination Schedules, Time-Tables, Centers and Venues,  

Examination Hall Ticket, e-Statement of Marks, Verification and Re-valuation, Convocation, Issue of 

Migration Certificate, e-Transcript, Status of various application, Progression Record from admission to 

convocation, Syllabi, List of Recommended Books, References, Contact Session, Time-Table, 

Personalized Alerts, Notices, Calendar, Planner, Organizer, Messaging Services amongst students and 

teachers selection of contact session centre, complaint registrations etc.
23

 India will be successful only in 

higher education development if the recommendation of National Knowledge Commission (2006) and 

Yaspal Committee (2009) with respect of grant of autonomy to institution should be urgently discussed, 

debated and implemented. The following suggestions are important in this regard: 

 Institutes/College/Universities should view teachers/ professors as researchers, discoverer, 

innovators and creators. 

 Empower teachers/ professors with necessary freedom to think and freedom to act. 

 Higher and technical education will take the nation forward where teachers/ professors are 

differentiated from government servants. 

 Innovation fund for students studying in colleges will be provided for the national development. 

 Teaching and researches should be treated as inseparable in Institutes/ Universities.  

 Better and creative use of modern technology can solve man, problems in teaching and learning.
24

 

We can say that the conception of positive philosophy, innovative method are related to each 

other and its applications are relevant in present system of education as recommendations made 

by National Knowledge Commission and Yashpal Committee Report in last years. Some 

important concepts are discussed here and some remained for more critical reflection.  
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We should try to continue this discussion so that we can make a real change in our academic 

environment as well as change some social realities. A teacher can play an important role as a 

manager of management team and largely in content of classroom management, curriculum, 

teaching style, resources and the creation of an optional learning environment for all the students. 

It does justice with young people, the need of all modern societies for development of human 

capabilities and the professional satisfaction of the teacher themselves. It is our conclusion that 

education institutions, students and teachers, do make a difference positive in tone, with or 

without legislation and this attitude held and encourage young teachers to see their work in the 

classroom as source of professional and personal satisfaction.  
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Need and Execution of User Education Programme 

in the Changing Context at College Libraries of 

Dibrugarh District: A Critical Analysis 
                                Lipika Barua* 

Abstract: 

       Users are the prime factor in any kind of library. It is the duty of  librarian to give them 

utmost services in the library and to see if they can access the services, is there need of other 

services like users ‘orientation programme to reach out certain services. This paper presents an 

overview of college libraries in Dibrugarh district. It describes the current scenario of studied 

libraries.    

Introduction: 

The idea behind “user education” was first conceived by S.S. Green in 1876. And with the 

time it is slowly gaining attention. The terms such as ‘Library Orientation’, ‘Bibliographic 

Instruction’, and ‘Library Orientation’ are taken to be synonymous with ‘User Education’. 

Now the modern librarian has accepted ‘User Education Programme’ as a very effective way 

to bring library to the users` door step. This has been recognized and accepted that ‘User 

Education Programme’ is a prerequisite for the success of all kinds of libraries. Usually it is seen 

that library resources are being wasted due to nonuse and misuse in all types of libraries. Hence 

it becomes a great challenge for librarian. Educating the user is the proper solution. In addition to 

this it helps in increasing the better use of library. In short we can say that ‘User Education’ is a 

device which helps readers in finding the information himself. 

User’s education is a device mainly for the academic libraries of the country. It is mainly 

designed and planned to make the library materials known to the users of different categories. 

Library is a very complex phenomenon, so far as its methods and methodologies are concerned 

and therefore, to make the matter easy and comfortable for the readers there is a need of 

highlighting and interpreting the thought contents of the documents to the users. 

* Librarian, G.S Lohia Girls’ College, Tinsukia, Assam 
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The Third Law of Library Science which mainly tries to make a match between the 

documents and readers in the most appropriate way. Therefore, for the proper fulfillment of this 

Law, user’s education in ease is to be resorted. But the librarian or any other library staff on duty 

is bound to explain the varieties and peculiarities of the documents to each and every individual, 

which is not at all possible. Hence, there should be provision for organizing the students either in 

a meeting or in a class, so that students can be benefited. There the librarian explains the rules 

and regulations of library together with availability of different kinds of literature or reading 

materials either in printed form or in electronic form to the users. Different queries, questions put 

by the users are to be explained to the satisfaction of their mind. This process is carried out by 

different libraries is termed as User’s Education.   

Objective of the study:  

i) To study the availability of orientation programme regarding the use of library. 

ii) To know about the users’ problem 

Need and execution of user education: 

     A library is a treasure house of knowledge. Due to new information technology, information 

is growing faster than ever. Accordingly, demand for various information is increasing. But 

sometimes users are not satisfied with the information because of lack of proper identification 

between the user and the documents. Therefore there lies the need of educating the users 

beforehand. The need of ‘user education programme’ may be summarized as below:  

i)         To make familiarize and independent in the use. 

ii) To increase the reading habit. 

iii) To provide more documents to upgrade students academic performance. 

iv) To help in quick decision making and problem solving process. 

Literature review: 

      Literature search is very essential for any research work. Different micro and macro 

documents viz. books, periodicals, articles, covering the use of library materials have been 

surveyed. Besides, a number of websites have been consulted for collecting information. Some 

of such mentioned herewith. 
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     The article “User education: organization methods of instruction and evaluation”, was written 

by Kishan Kumar. The author discusses about the user awareness, library orientation, interest 

profiling and bibliographic instruction. It includes technologies that are used in libraries, 

describes evaluation methods, role of librarian. 

      By the article “Extra- curricular reading habit and use of library by undergraduates”, P.G. 

Tadesad, B.S. Maheswarappa, Laxmibai L. Malitpal reports on extracurricular reading habit, 

frequency and purpose of visit, sources of information used, methods of locating information, 

expressed opinion on the facilities and services of the college library by undergraduate students 

of Smt. V.G. College of Arts, Science and Home Science For Women, Gulbarga. 

        Article “User education: its methods and teaching” was written by Mange Ram. Here the 

writer speaks about the various aspects of user education, impact of information technology on it. 

       Article “College library heart of educational activity” wrote by J.H. Kadli. In this paper the 

author discussed the role of library in colleges and importance of user education at all college 

level. 

      Ajoy Kr. Sharma, in his article “Educating library users in college libraries”, emphasize on 

imparting user education to the college students. Because of turbulent growth of knowledge, 

there lies the need and purpose of organizing different “user education programme”, for better 

utilization of resources. In this context library personal plays an important role. 

      “Libraries’ education”, creativity and the reading habit in Tanzania” was written by I. S. 

Nagazi. Here the author discusses about the problems and remedial of educational system, 

readers and writers in Tanzania. It suggests that inter relationship between the library, the book 

trade, educational system and authors and critics has to maintain at large. 

         In the article, “Importance of user education in promoting and supporting digital 

information services in modern era”, the authors A. Jayprakash and S. Venkateshwaralu 

discusses about the importance of user education. For utilizing the resources in best possible way 

the user has to be trained in essential instructions by applying information technology, 

orientation programmes and instructions. Specially, in digitized library, library orientation 

programmes are very important part. 

-16- 



Need and Execution of User Education Programme in the Changing Context at College Libraries of 

Dibrugarh District: A Critical Analysis 

  

Article “User education and information literacy in India: A synoptic view” was written by P.R. 

Goswami. This paper contains an overview of users’ education in Indian libraries. In most of 

colleges, user education is imparted in an informal way as well as in some institutions it is given 

as a formal way. Besides this, the role of librarians and NGO’s in information literacy campaign 

has been outlined bringing into view various challenges and opportunities which confront library 

professionals under the existing conditions.  Dr. C. K. Sharma, in his article, “User’s orientation 

and contribution of information technology”, discussed about the need for user’s orientation for 

maximum use of library documents. He has also mentioned the various approaches in this regard 

along with the impact of information technology. 

         The article “Towards maximum utilization and information resources in a developing 

country” was written by L.O. Nwali. Here author Nwali gives a complete coverage of the ways 

and methods to be used to educate the user. She covers library user orientation programmes and 

instructions in the use of library, inter-library co-operation etc. 

4. Research sites:   

Following are the research sites ---- 

(a) Duliajan College, Duliajan, (b) D.D.R. College Chabua, (c) Namrup College, Namrup, 

(d) Naharkatiya College, Naharkatiya, (e) Tingkhong College, Tingkhong. 

5. Research methodology and data: 

            For research purpose, I chose five colleges, randomly in the Dibrugarh district. I 

considered fifty respondents from each college all total 250 numbers. My respondents include 

both students and teaching staff of the colleges. Questionnaire method was adopted for the 

purpose.  

6. User education in the above provincialised colleges of Dibrugarh 

district: 

    A brief discussion of user education in different colleges of Dibrugarh district is discussed below 

(a)  Duliajan college, Duliajan   

 Duliajan College is a premier instituion of higher education at Duliajan for imparting 

quality education in the eastern most regions of India. And so as the college library has also been  
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providing its services to the college community. Mrs. Mondira Chutia, the librarian of the 

college library gives her best to the library. The library is on the first floor of the college 

building. It follows open access system.The library has been providing circulation, news paper, 

journals and bibliography. 

      Librarian herself provides orientation programme to the newcomers. After introducing 

orientation programme, the reading habit among the students had increased immensly. 

(b) D.D.R.College, Chabua  

   D.D.R. College has a well stocked and well maintained library.The name of the 

librarian is Jadu Nath Bhuyan and he acts as a helpful guide for the users. D.D. R. College 

library has a separate building.  Services provided by the library to the bonafied members are 

reference service, bibliography, news paper, journals, text books, and zerox. Besides these two 

more facilities are there. They are Northeast study corner, where only northeast books are 

available and the other one is Vaishnavit study corner.  The librarian has not been providing 

orientation classes. But librarian and his staff is always ready to help the new comers. 

(c )  Namrup College, Namrup 

Namrup College library is a well stocked library. The library services are running 

smoothly under the supervision of librarian, Tripti Mazumdar.The library has been providing 

bibliography, indexing, newspaper, journals, circulation, reference service, and reprography and 

internet services. Users (teachers and students) are mostly go for the internet and journals.After 

introducing orientation programme, valued users are increasing every year in the library. 

(d) Naharkotia College, Naharkotia 

Naharkotia College library plays a vital role in teaching and learning process. Suraj 

Gogoi, librarian of the college library has been trying to develop the library.The services offered 

by the library are ---- reference service, newspaper, journals, zerox, internet etc. It is compulsory 

for all the new comers to attend the orientation programme. College authority always supports 

the librarian for such orientation classes. 
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(e) Tingkhong College, Tingkhong 

        Tingkhong College library is the heart of the Tingkhong College. The post of librarian is 

vacant, therefore assistant librarian Mrs. Anima Chutia is acting as in-charge of the library. 

        Users are free to access any document. The services offered by the library are circulation, 

reference, newspaper, journals etc. The library staff has not been providing orientation to the 

users. But, any user may need to be introduced with the services and documents of the library. 

7. Data interpretation and analysis: 

A T-1: Study of orientation programme among the users 

Sl. 

No 

      College No of 

responden

ts 

Percentage 

      % 

       Whether satisfied 

Yes % No % 

1 D. D. R. College 15 10% 3 4.35 12 14.81% 

2 Duliajan  College 50 33.33% 20 28.99% 30 37.04% 

3 Naharkatia 

College 

25 16.67% 23 33.33% 2 2.47% 

4 Namrup College 25 16.67% 23 33.33% 2 2.47% 

5 Tingkhong 

College 

35 23.33% Nil Nil 35 43.21% 

                          Total=   150         69          81 

     From the table, it can be figure out that highest numbers of respondents came from Duliajan 

College, Duliajan and it is 33.33%. 28.99% of respondents were satisfied from the orientation 

programme where 37.04% were not satisfied. D.D. R. College, Chabua has lowest numbers of 

respondents and it is 10% . 4.35% were satisfied where as 14.81% were not satisfied with the 

orientation programme. It is seen from the table that respondents from Tingkhong College, 

Tingkhong were totally not satisfied with the orientation programme.  
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 B. T-2: Study on users’ problem 

Problems faced by the users No of responses Percentage % 

a) In accessing the book 50 20% 

b) In issuing books 90 36% 

c) Apathy of the librarian or 

library staff 
0 Nil 

d) Numbers of books to be 

lent out for home use 
110 44% 

      Total=250 

        From table T-2, it has found that response against problem (c) is nil.This implies that the 

respondents do not have any issue regarding the apathy of the librarian 44% respondents have 

problem regarding the number of books lent out for home. 36% respondents have problem 

regarding in issuing books. And 20% respondents faced problem while accessing the books. 

8. Findings: 

From the above discussion findings of the study can b stated as below – 

i) From this study it was found that in Duliajan College some respondents are satisfied with 

the orientation programme and it is 28.99%. But most of the respondents i. e. 37.04% 

were not satisfied with the service. 

ii) In comparison to other colleges D. D. R. College has lowest numbers of respondents and 

it is 10%. 

iii) It is seen that respondents of Tingkhong College were totally dissatisfied with the 

orientation programme. 

iv) It is seen that, respondents do not have any issue regarding the apathy of the librarian or 

library staff. 

v) From the study it was found that most of the respondents i.e. 44% need more books to be 

lent out for home use. 

vi) 36% of the respondents have problem regarding in issuing books. 

vii) It is seen that 20% respondents faced problem while accessing the books.   

-20- 



Need and Execution of User Education Programme in the Changing Context at College Libraries of 

Dibrugarh District: A Critical Analysis 

 

9. Conclusion: 

Such kind of helps to identify the various problems on the basis of which suitable 

measures can be adopted to improve the sources and services. Generally it is seen that there is a 

serious situation of ignoring the importance of user education in college libraries. So there is 

much scope for user education programmes in college libraries. 

Most of the students, libraries and those who are related with college libraraies agree that 

instructions in the use of library is actually needed because today the libraries are fairly large and 

are adopting many complex aids equipments to make itself an efficient tool of self education. 

User education is not only required by the students but also by the teachers especially new 

teachers. The new teachers who have earned the degree but have no teaching experience need to 

know how to use library resources in the preparation of lecture notes and assigned readings and 

as well as research reports.  

For collecting data I have personally visited all the provincialised colleges of Dibrugarh 

district. I met the students and teachers personally and also asked some questions verbally, 

besides distributing questionnaires. 

After analyzing the users responses of users regarding various questions of related study , 

it makes a clear picture of the users of these studied college libraries. From this survey it is found 

that the users are still to be provided better environment for user education programme. 
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Rural Development News in Regional Dailies of 

Assam : A Comparative Study 

Dr. Partha Sarkar* 

Abstract:  About 70 percent of the total population of India resides in the rural hinterlands but 

hardly any development news regarding the concerning issues are successfully covered by any 

national dailies. Most of the national dailies have largely ignored this part of reporting which is 

not only important but also essential in all spheres viz; culturally, socially, geographically, 

politically, economically and so on.  Therefore, it becomes a prior concern of the regional 

dailies of North-East like the leading daily named The Assam Tribune and another regional daily 

The Sentinel to highlight the rural development news to the society and letting them the 

everyday’s happenings.  This research attempts to assess and investigate this trend, and taking 

the coverage of the rural development categorical issues of the North-East India in the two 

regional dailies. 

The  study entitled  Rural Development News in Regional Dailies: A Comparative study 

revealed interesting facts from one month  coverage of the total print space given to the various 

categories like Family planning, Health & Hygiene, Agriculture, Education, child & Women 

welfare, Youth development, Scientific, Technological & Industrial development, Energy & 

Power, Infrastructure, SC’s & ST’s news and so on by the both concerned newspapers. What 

is quite clear from the study is that both being the regional dailies from the same state differs in 

its contents, contexts and the space provided for the concerned categorical issues. One gives 

preference to one stories and the same story is given less value in the other daily. But what is 

found out by the researcher is that The Assam Tribune is marching ahead of The Sentinel and 

still prevailing its ‘localness’ by publishing news items from the remote and rural corners of the 

state. This is also evident from its rate of circulation which is more in The Assam Tribune than 

that of The Sentinel. 
 

The Problem  

Rural development word is fascinated to speak and write, but very hard to application. 

Development is a continuous process towards the betterment of the society. As per this 

definition, rural development is the process to work for the betterment of rural fraternity by 

means of all possible tools and techniques. In Indian context it is very tedious to state definition 

of rural development. The easiest way to define rural development in developing nation like 

India is to compare it with urban development of nation by balancing both side of nation will 

facilitate them to work for healthy competition resulting into overall national development.  

*Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication, Assam University, Silchar - 11 
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Rural development generally denotes the actions and initiative taken to improve the 

standard of living in non-urban neighbourhoods, countryside, and remote villages. These 

communities can be exemplified with a low ratio of inhabitants to open space. Rural 

development actions mostly aim at the social and economic development of the areas. These 

programs are usually top-down from the local or regional authorities, regional development 

agencies, NGOs, national governments or international development organizations. But then, 

local populations can also bring about endogenous initiatives for development. The term is not 

limited to the issues for developing countries. In fact, many of the developed countries have very 

active rural development programs. Agricultural activities may be prominent in this case whereas 

economic activities would relate to the primary sector, production of foodstuffs and raw 

materials. 

Generally when we discuss about ‘rural development’ the first thing that crops into our 

mind is agricultural development and agricultural extension. In fact “agricultural extension” is 

also termed as “rural extension”. This is because near about 90 percent of the world’s population 

lives in the Third World or the developing countries out of which 70 percent of the world’s 

population lives in rural villages. In India near about 80 percent of the total population depends 

on agriculture. According to 2000-2001 census Assam has a population of 2.66 cr, out of which 

70 percent of the total population depends on agriculture, another 15 percent depends on allied 

activities like forest, fishery etc. In India more than 50 percent of the rural population lives in 

very socio-economic conditions and even below poverty line. Villages which are considered to 

be the backbone of our economy are in an unfortunate state. In spite of the fact, several measures 

are taken to bring rural people above the poverty line, yet the desired result has not been 

achieved. As a result, more and more have-nots are growing in its number.  

 For this, generation of new knowledge and ideas are vital and important for development 

but equal importance should also be given to communication of that knowledge to those who 

necessarily requires it and will use it. 

 Press is considers to be the fourth pillar of the country and the second pillar of “European 

Union’s” Common Agricultural Policy. Newspaper acts as a medium of communication and 

plays an effective role in bestowing knowledge and also shaping the society at large. 
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The average national literacy rate was 36.23 percent in 1981, out of which rural literacy 

accounted for 29.6 percent. It has been generally observed that the regional and the district 

newspaper provide better coverage to the rural reporting. In context to Assam, the eastern part of 

India, the role and responsibility of newspaper is vast from the point of view of ethnic, linguistic, 

caste diversity, foreign migration, flood, and the most important insurgency problem. The rural 

newspapers provide the opportunity and motivation to the mass. They play vital and significant 

role for disseminating the scientific and modern technology and shaping the society.  

 On the other hand radio is the most powerful and cost-effective medium in any villages. 

However other traditional and modern communication methods are equally valuable, depending 

on the situation and availability, like face-to-face exchanges (via demonstration and village 

meetings); one-way print media (such as, newspapers, newsletters, magazines, journals, posters); 

one-way telecommunication media (including non-interactive radio, television, satellite, 

computer, cassette, video and loud-speakers mounted on cars); and two-way media: (telephone, 

including teleconferencing, and internet). 

Methodology  

 Because of inadequate time and cost constrain the researcher has to choose print media for the 

purpose of the study. The researcher conducted a one month study from 1
st
 February to 28

th
 

February as this month is prior to the year ending month. The researcher selected the two 

Regional dailies- The Assam Tribune and The Sentinel on the basis of its popularity, 

credibility, availability. The study will involve the various rural development news classified into 

the following categories: 

 Family planning, Health & Hygiene.    

 Agricultural development. 

 Irrigation & drinking water 

 Educational development 

 Scientific, Technological & Industrial development 

 Energy & Power 

 SC’s & ST’s news 

 Children & women Welfare 

 Youth Welfare & development 

 Tea Industry 

 Infrastructure 

 Other 
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  Key words defined: 

 Family planning, Health and Hygiene: Information is those which mainly caters with 

family planning, health issues, free camps, disease, free checkups etc. 

 Agricultural development: Information are those which concerned with the science of 

agriculture. These includes issues related to plant plantation, forest, farmer related issues, 

animal husbandry, agricultural extension etc. 

 Irrigation & drinking water: Information are concerned to irrigation, water, 

establishment of new embankments, irrigation project etc. 

 Educational development: Those information which change the attitude, knowledge, 

behaviour of the people so that their standard of living may be raised. It mainly includes 

news relating to educational institute, teaching, teaching, status etc. 

 Scientific, technological, industrial development: information regarding any  

development of any industry which include both small and big scale industry, setting up 

of small scale industry, inclusion of new method and techniques etc. 

 Children and Women development: Information particularly concentrating in children 

and women development news. It includes issues related to women and their 

achievement, children achievement, status etc. 

 Tea industry: Information includes: means the information regarding any development 

work in tea estate, new project, labour related news etc. 

 SC’s and ST’s news: This particular category mainly caters to the burning issues of 

today’s that is reservation etc. 

 Youth development: Information particularly concern with youth development news like 

employment news, different schemes for the young generation, different student bodies 

and their news etc. 

 Energy and Power: Means the information regarding new establishment of power 

station and energy station. 

 Infrastructure: Means the Information relating to road construction, housing plan, 

drainage system. 
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 Culture: Means the information regarding tradition and custom prevailing, folk dance, 

folk songs, festival events etc 

 Others: Apart from the above mention categories, this categories mainly concentrate to 

the topic like railways, sports, accidents, rural political news, mining, transportation, 

influx related news, panchayat news, rural bank etc. 

Findings 

         During the period of the study the researcher has found out that the total number of rural 

development news covered by the both regional dailies ‘The Assam Tribune’ and ‘The 

Sentinel’ is 152 and 84 (in colm.cm) 

       As far as the categories are concerned The Assam Tribune has devoted 0.33% of the total 

print space of the month of February to Family planning, Health, Hygiene whereas The 

Sentinel has covered 0.26 % of the total print space given to the same category. Thus it is seen 

that The Assam Tribune has covered more rural development news than that of The Sentinel 

with 0.07 % of news. 

   Also in the category like Agricultural development it has been found that The Assam Tribune 

has devoted the total print space of 0.25 % in the newspaper as compared to The Sentinel which 

has covered 0.22 % of the total print space which again had a difference of 0.03%. 

       Coming to the another category mentioned in the study of the research is Irrigation & 

Drinking water, the data concerned had an astonishing result of 0% coverage of the concern 

category by The Sentinel against The Assam Tribune which has devoted 0.23 % of the total print 

space. 

     During the periods Educational Development also has improved in its extend. In this regard, 

the Assam Tribune has covered 0.38% of the total print space of the newspaper during one 

month while The Sentinel has devoted 0.22% of the total print space i.e. The Assam Tribune is 

still 0.16 % ahead of The Sentinel. 

      With the due course of time Scientific, Technological & Industrial Development has 

immensely developed the state in its vitality. In this regard, The Assam tribune has devoted 

0.11% of the total print space while The Sentinel has covered 0.02% of the total print space of 

the newspaper in the given month. 

  Children & women development as far as this study is concerned also got the coverage of 

0.17% by The Assam Tribune and 0.07% by The Sentinel of their total print space respectively. 
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    Assam is also known for its Tea Industry and it development found during the research 

shows 0.15% by The Assam Tribune and 0.08 % by The Sentinel respectively taking note of the 

total print space of the two newspapers highlighting this particular problem. 

     Astonishingly, the researcher discovered that during the period of the study, there is hardly 

any SC’s & ST’s news covered by The Sentinel which is considered to be one of the important 

regional newspaper. On the contrary, The Assam Tribune devoted a total print space of 0.1% in 

the month of February. 

    Again as far as the study is concerned, the researcher has found out that Youth Development 

related news has got preference of 0.32% of the total print space in The Assam Tribune while 

0.26% of the total print space in The Sentinel. 

    The State governments has sanctioned and about to implement many plans regarding 

Energy& Power. In this regard, the development news covered by The Assam Tribune is 0.10% 

and The Sentinel 0.17% of the total print space, which gives a difference of 0.07%. In this case it 

is seen that the sentinel has devoted more news than that of The Assam Tribune. 

     Infrastructure which includes development of roads, house etc has also found its space in 

the newspapers The Assam Tribune and The Sentinel with the total space of 0.14 % and 0.16% 

respectively. 

     As far as the Cultural news is concerned there is no doubt that north-east is enriched with it 

since from the days of civilization. In this regard, The Assam tribune has devoted 0.200%of the 

total print space and 0.201% by The Sentinel in given moth of February. 

     Last but not the least is the Others category in the study which got the coverage of 0.17 % of 

the total print space by The Assam Tribune and 0.22% by The Sentinel. 

     Thus analyzing the data category wise the researcher has found out that The Assam Tribune 

has score maximum over The Sentinel on covering the rural development news contributing 

2.66% and 1.93% respectively which shows that The Assam tribune was successful in covering 

0.73% more rural related news than the other regional daily The Sentinel.  It was also found that 

The Sentinel has failed to cover the news related to Irrigation & drinking water and SC’s & ST’s 

news during the month of the study. 

Conclusion 

    Near about 90% of the total population of the world lives in the Third World countries i.e. the  
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developing countries where 70 % lives in the rural villages. In India over 70% of the population 

lives in the rural villages which hardly gets any attention from the centre. In this regard regional 

dailies act as a pathfinder in highlighting the rural development or rural reporting news. 

But apart from that it is still not clear from the study, if newspapers can really achieve or 

contribute anything onto the rural development through rural reporting and that is especially in 

regional dailies like The Assam Tribune and The Sentinel. Through the study the researcher has 

arrived to the conclusion that The Assam Tribune which is considered as the leading regional 

dailies is really ahead in its contents and in its quality and quantity. 

      The one month study carried out has revealed that in The Assam tribune the maximum 

importance was given to Educational news and the least importance was given to SC’s & ST’s 

related news. On the other hand in the another regional daily, The Sentinel it has been found out 

that the maximum number of the news covered was on Family Planning, Health & Hygiene and 

Youth Development and the least number of news was covered on Scientific, Technological & 

Industrial development. 

     There is a miserable failure on the part of The Sentinel in its coverage; in this case the 

researcher has also found out that the issue Agriculture which is considered as the main 

occupation in the region has not seen much importance as compared to the other concerned 

categorical issues news. Moreover, The Sentinel has covered very less categorical issues as far as 

the total print space is concerned than that of The Assam Tribune. 

      As far as the regional dailies are concerned, it plays a very significant role in shaping and 

motivating the young masses of the society. Moreover as it is regional in the sense, the content 

included should be more rural oriented but unfortunately it is not. As far as The Sentinel is 

concerned it is more rural in nature as it has a special issue published from Silchar where 

important news of the Barak Valley is given much importance. There is a lack of meaningful 

coverage of development news in both the regional newspaper concerned in the last few years. 

No doubt there has been a continuous change and improvement in its content and context but still 

it has miles to go.   
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Abstract: The application of computers and telecommunications equipment is largely 

involved in our present day to day business activities. The wide use of Information Technology 

(IT) in business and commerce empowers the managers to take better decisions, controlling 

business operations efficiently and effectively and ensuring better performance as well. IT is 

playing a vital role in the present day’s business having a great potentiality of transforming the 

entire business world. IT is now being widely used in variety of fields of business, commerce and 

industry as compared to early stages of its evolution. The role of IT has also undergone a sea 

change in recent days in line with the changing business scenario across the Globe. The present 

paper, thus, attempts to carry out a review on the changing role of IT in the context of changing 

business environment based on Indian experience along with other relevant issues on the topic. 

The study is based on secondary source of data and information.   

Key Words: Information Technology, Business Operations, and Business Environment. 

1. Introduction 

Information technology (IT) is the application of computers and telecommunications equipment 

to store, retrieve, transmit and manipulate data, often in the context of a business or other 

enterprise. The term is commonly used as a synonym for computers and computer networks, but 

it also encompasses other information distribution technologies such as television and 

telephones. Several industries are associated with IT, such as computer hardware, software, 

electronics, semiconductors, internet, telecom equipment, e-commerce and computer services. 

The invention of Computer and other electronic devices are constantly changing the business  
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environment as well as the standard of living. Today, most of the machines are computerized and 

information is stored in digital form. The journey of IT had started quite long back and still in 

evolution process. Gradually, electronic devices are becoming tiny as well as smarter. No one 

can even imagine of spending a day without his/her favourite gadget. Thus, IT is becoming more 

and more important for individual as well as business, commerce and industry.  

2. Objectives of the Study 

The present study aims at addressing the following objectives: 

 To provide an overview of evolution of Information Technology. 

 To present an analysis of Information Technology and its application in Indian scenario. 

 To analyse the impact and issues relevant to application of Information Technology in 

business, commerce, industry and management decision as well. 

3. Methodology of the Study 

This paper attempted to highlight the changing role of IT in changing business environment on 

Indian scenario along with other relevant issues associated with that based on secondary 

information gathered from diversified sources which include online and printed materials such 

as, articles/research papers representing earlier works on the topic, reports, and publications. The 

data and information gathered from various sources have been analyzed thoroughly and findings 

of the said analysis presented in the paper sequentially to address the objectives of the present 

study.  

4. Information Technology – An Overview of its Evolution  

Today’s IT has evolved through various stages from its anticipation. It is a process started quite 

long back and as old as human civilization is. The foundation stone of IT was laid down in 3000 

B.C. The greatest inventions throughout the evolution process which contributed to the IT are 

described here one after another. 

Four Basic Periods 

A. Pre-mechanical 

B. Mechanical 

C. Electromechanical and 

D. Electronic 
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A. The Pre-mechanical Age: 3000 B.C. - 1450 A.D. 

(a). Writing and Alphabets, symbols- Communication 

(b). Paper and Pens - Input Technologies 

(c). Books and Libraries: Permanent Storage Devices 

(d). The First Numbering Systems 

(e). The First Calculators: The Abacus. 

B. The Mechanical Age: 1450 – 1840 

(a). Invention of movable metal-type printing process 

(b). The first general purpose "computers" 

(c). Slide Rules, the Pascaline and Leibniz's Machine 

C. The Electromechanical Age: 1840 – 1940 

The discovery of ways to harness electricity was the key advance made during this period. 

Knowledge and information could now be converted into electrical impulses. 

(a). The Beginnings of Telecommunication. Examples - Voltaic Battery, Telegraph, Morse code, 

Telephone and Radio. 

(b). Electromechanical Computing. 

D. The Electronic Age: 1940 – Present 

(a). First Tries - Electronic vacuum tubes;  

(b). The Four Generations of Digital Computing. 

 

The First Generation, (1951 - 1958) - Vacuum tubes as their main logic elements. The Second 

Generation, (1959 - 1963) - Vacuum tubes replaced by transistors as main logic element. The 

Third Generation, (1964 - 1979) - Individual transistors were replaced by integrated circuits. The 

Fourth Generation, (1979 - Present) - Large-scale and very large-scale integrated circuits. 

Microprocessors that contained memory, logic  and control circuits (an entire CPU = Central 

Processing Unit) on a single chip, which are most commonly known as personal computers or 

PCs, like the Apple (II and Mac) and IBM PC etc.
6
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5. Information Technology and India – Application and Status 

The Information Technology (IT) and Information Technology enabled Services (ITeS) industry 

in India has become today a growth engine for the economy, contributing substantially to the 

GDP. Indian firms, across all other sectors, largely depend on the IT & ITeS service providers to 

make their business processes efficient and streamlined. Indian manufacturing sector has the 

highest IT spending followed by automotive, chemicals and consumer products industries. 

Nasscom expects the IT services sector in India to grow by 13-14 per cent in 2013-14 and to 

touch US$ 225 billion by 2020.
 
Indian IT's core competencies and strengths have placed it on the 

international canvas, attracting investments from major countries. Between April 2000 and June 

2013, the computer software and hardware sector attracted cumulative foreign direct investment 

(FDI) of Rs 53,757.60 crore (US$ 7.97 billion), according to data released by the Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). More recently, online retailing, cloud computing and e-

commerce are the major driving forces behind the rapidly increasing growth in the IT industry. 
11 

5.1 Information Technology and its Diverse Applications  

Major Findings: 

 Science and Engineering- Scientific progress in fields like biotechnology is almost 

entirely dependent on the use of computers and other microprocessor-controlled devices. 

Using supercomputers, meteorologists predict future weather. Computer programs make 

it possible for engineers to analyze designs of complex structures such as, power plants 

and space stations. 

 Business and Commerce- One of the largest applications of computers is keeping and 

managing business and financial records. Most large companies keep the employment 

records of all in large databases that are managed by computer programs. Similar 

programs and databases are used in business functions like billing customers; tracking 

payments received and payments to be made; and tracking supplies needed and items 

produced, stored, shipped, and sold. 

 Education- Students are increasingly relying on electronic sources of information rather 

than physical libraries for their needs. Additionally, IT is helping in providing e-learning 

to the students in different parts of India. 
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 Governance- Computerization of Government activities make it easier to supervise, 

audits, and makes the administration more responsive to the needs of society. It also 

bridges the divide between the Government and the people. India is leading the world in 

the effective use of IT for elections. 

 Health care- IT plays an important role in Health care sector. A scanner takes a series of 

pictures of the body by means of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). A computer then 

combines the pictures to produce detailed three-dimensional images of the body's organs. 

In addition, the MRI produces images that show changes in body chemistry and blood 

flow.   Robotic surgery enables specialists to perform surgeries from remote locations. 

 Entertainment- IT has changed the lifestyle of people. The convergence of various 

technologies has created various options for entertainment like games, streaming music 

and video, digital television broadcasts, satellite radio, animated movies etc.
3
 

 Production of e-devices- ‘IT derives IT’ meaning there by, electronic devices are 

produced with the help of computer simulated programs, the application of computer is 

so wide that its implication cannot be segregated from any sector or industry. The 

electronics industry comprises of such as mobile telephones, digital cameras, camcorders, 

portable media players and the like.
9
 

 DTH broadcasting- The Direct to Home market in India has been growing steadily but 

continues to be a niche segment. Since its inception, DTH service has established its 

presence on a pan-India basis and is dominated by the northern and western regions. The 

growing middle-class and rising disposable income coupled with the rising number of 

television households over the years has assisted growth. 

 Telecommunications - Telecommunications is largely dependent upon IT. Most of the 

operations are performed by automated computers and IT devices. India's 

telecommunication network is the second largest in the world based on the total number 

of telephone users (both fixed and mobile phone).
 10

 

According to India Information Technology Report Q4 2013, provided by Business Monitor 

International, in India, computer hardware Sales were increased by 15.2% from Rs-457.3bn in 

2012 to Rs-526.7bn in 2013.
2
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The Indian Electronics and IT hardware sector has six key segments as listed in (Table 1) and 

(Table 2), of which, Consumer Electronics and Telecom Equipments are the largest with about 

27% share each in total production. Projected figure of manpower requirement in each segment 

of Indian Electronics and IT hardware sector is presented in (Table 1) and (Table 2).
 

Table1: Incremental Manpower Requirement Course-Wise till 2022 (in ‘000s) 

Human 

Resource Requirement 

(Incremental) 

 

 

Ph.D 

and 

Research 

scholar 

Engineer Diploma 

and 

other 

equally 

certified 

skills 

ITI 

and 

other 

vocational 

courses 

Other 

graduats 

such 

as B.Sc. 

MBA/ 

CA/ 

CMA 

10th / 

12th 

Consumer Electronics 14 43 48 35 130 106 105 

Other Industrial 

Electronics 

14 184 46 30 14 25 147 

Computer 25 123 154 62 117 37 99 

Telecom Equipments 29 230 115 38 86 32 45 

Strategic Electronics 24 150 89 40 41 19 42 

Components 38 192 89 110 23 13 220 

Total 144 922 541 315 412 232 658 

Source: Department of IT (GOI), Report of the working group on IT sector, 12
th

 5year plan 

Table2: Manpower Requirement in Indian Electronics & IT hardware sector (in ‘000s) 

Projected Human Resource requirement 

(2008-2022) 

2008 2012 2018 2022 Incremental 

Figure 

Electronics and IT Hardware Industry  906 1446 2870 4130 3224 

Consumer electronics 204 298 532 686 482 

Other industrial electronics 107 168 334 567 460 

Computers 193 273 689 810 617 

Telecom equipment 184 400 880 759 575 

Strategic electronics 69 128 271 474 405 

Components 149 179 164 834 685 

Source: Department of IT (GOI), Report of the working group on IT sector, 12
th

 5year plan 
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 The Electronics and IT Hardware industry has the potential to grow at a Compounded Annual 

Growth Rate (CAGR) of about 17% till 2022 and even thereafter considering the fact that the 

GDP is expected to grow at a rate of 7.5% to 8% over this period. Therefore, it is expected that 

production of Electronics and IT Hardware to increase from Rs. 844 billion in 2008 to Rs. 7,520 

billion by 2022 (MC&IT, 2012-17). The increasing growth of employment opportunity is the 

indicator of ever increasing application of IT in Indian business, commerce and industry.
4 

6. Information Technology and its changing role in context of Indian Business Environment 

Major Findings: 

New technologies have a great impact on all aspects of life. The global economy is undergoing a 

fundamental transformation. Society is changing and is becoming “knowledge society” more 

dependent on new technologies, with a new economy or “knowledge economy”. In last part of 

the twentieth century and beginning of twenty first century, the Internet and Mobile phones not 

only changed the face of communications, but also gave the impetus to economic growth. IT is 

playing a critical role in contemporary society. It has transformed the whole world into a global 

village with a global economy.
1
 

IT influencing organizations in a variety of ways as identified by the present study highlighted in 

subsequent lines. 

 Abolishing physical existence of markets- IT allows organizations to do business beyond 

market place concept. Today, physical existences of markets are no longer needed for 

most of the goods and services traded in the world. NASDAQ and SOFEX are virtual 

stock exchanges without trading floors eliminating the place concept. 

 IT has developed business and commerce independent of location- E-commerce is the 

result of advancement in IT. This has removed geographical barrier in trading and 

commerce. Today, anybody can purchase goods and services sitting at any place of the 

world and on 24×7 basis at a cheaper rate, e.g., Amazon. Com, Flip kart.com.  

 IT creates hybrid business organization- These hybrid business houses enable a person to 

purchase, sale, or to bid against a product whatever he/she wants. E.bay is an online 

organization which is providing such type of services. 
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 IT changes the entire dimension of banking sector- Banks are now using computers in 

their daily operation which is also known as Core Banking through which a person can 

deposit money in his account or in any account from any branch of the same bank along 

with other diversified services. 

 IT creates business operations easier- Due to e-vouching, the records relating to stocks, 

consignments, parties and other business related information are in hand at any point of 

time anywhere. Software like ACE, Tally. ERP keep the books of accounts up-to-date 

and ensure smooth running of the business. 

 Management Information System (MIS) – MIS is an Information System playing its 

momentous role for business houses and corporations. In MIS, information is being 

stored for planning and management, decision making, information sharing, networking. 

Thus, MIS is playing an important role in internal management of the business.
5
 

 Enterprise Resource planning (ERP) - ERP refers to a broad set of activities that are 

basically meant to manage the resources in a better manner. The information that is 

available through ERP helps a manger to learn the values of key indicators or parameters. 

These values are important for the management to judge whether they are moving in the 

right direction to achieve the aims and objectives of the organization.
8
 

Figure 1:  Graphical ERP Model of an Organisation 
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 IT enhances the pace of R&D- Sophisticated IT gadgets help scientists and engineers to 

innovate new products and services comparatively in lesser period of time. Most of the 

consecutive innovations took place only during the last few decades.  

 IT makes business transactions faster- Due to online fund transfer facility, business 

transactions are becoming more faster. Electronically a well integrated financial system 

manages all sort of transactions efficiently at lighten fast speed. Especially in case of e-

commerce, Debit card and Credit card enables a purchaser to make payment of the 

product instantly before the stock gets empty. 

 Flow of information- In the era of IT, open networks such as the Internet have vastly 

expanded the volume of available information while reducing its cost, so that the 

information disparity between buyers and sellers is shrinking to practically zero.  

 Elimination of intermediaries- By establishing direct communication between buyer and 

seller IT reduces number of intermediaries involved in any transaction. This saves time, 

money, effort of both the parties and ultimately leads to lower cost of the product.  

IT plays a vital role in most of our daily activities. There is hardly anyone who has not been 

affected or influenced by IT. With each passing day, newer applications of IT are being explored 

which increase our interaction with and dependence on IT-enabled devices. Therefore, 

understanding the technology and using it creatively is imperative to human progress. 

7. Some Issues relevant to Application of Information Technology  

The use of computers and other electronic devices make life easier. Introduction of computer 

may be termed as one of the greatest invention of human civilization. In every subject of life, IT 

is deeply associated with us and we are constantly abstracting our needs from it. Having a lot of 

merits of IT, yet some burning issues too associated with it, as pointed out in the present work. 

7.1 Human resource issues 

IT makes the working environment more congenial and production process easier, hitherto there 

exists some issues. 
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 One challenge is to recruit right employees who know how to deal with new technology. 

 Companies need to send employees outside for training and development, which involves 

additional cost for the business. 

 In some cases, where technology is highly sophisticated, there may be less supply of 

quality work force.
7
 

7.2 Security issues 

 Unauthorized use of computers leads to network breakdown, data manipulation, 

information leakage and many more problems to business and industry. 

 The entire computer security system is becoming complex day by day and hence, new 

security issues are evolving. One such security issue is unauthorized use of e-mail 

accounts, bank accounts and other online database. In online payment system, often 

hackers hack the user PIN number, account information and transfer money from one 

account to another.  

 Virus is a programming code spread over with an intention to make the system volatile 

and to harm computers.  

 Existing Cyber law cannot safe guard all the interests of an IT user and such issues are, 

copyright and pornography laws, Intellectual property and contract disputes. 

 

 7.3 Privacy issues 

 Some applications and programs are contradictory in nature. For instance, when any 

application is installed in our android mobile phones we provide our consent to use 

personal information by the application software. Application developers can access this 

information at any point of time.  

 Relating to e-mails, most of the companies screen their employee’s e-mail regularly and 

illegally. Further, most e-mail travels over the Internet in unencrypted plain text. So, they 

can be manipulated and redirected. Social sites again sometimes violate privacy issues.  
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7.4 Stability issues 

 Instability in technology and lack of proper matching between computer and skilled 

workforce may stand as stability issue. 

 Sometimes the entire working of an enterprise collapse due to complex integration of 

man and machine and linkage failure. 

 Computer error, human error, malfunctioning software altogether can create stability 

problems. 

 

Concluding Remarks: 

IT is the main weapon of today’s corporate world. The strategic IT is a part of its planning and 

management, to control over the existing as well as future potential markets. It may be 

anticipated that the growth of a business is largely dependent upon how well advertising and 

electronic media is playing their role in favour of the business houses. So, often they influence 

these intermediary channels such as media, marketers, experts etc for a greater turnover. In e-

commerce, a purchaser cannot touch, feel or judge the product at the time of purchase so; he/she 

has to depend upon other’s suggestion or rating given by the existing users on the particular 

website. Although, in the era of IT, when everybody is convenient with a single mouse click, at 

the time of e-purchase it is recommended that it will be prudent for consumers not to consider 

one intermediary channel as a source of information, rather, to visit a store or make a cross 

checking among different intermediary channels which are available online to obtain detail 

information. IT has a huge potentiality in altering the present business scenario and it is within 

the reach of any business firm irrespective of its size, geographical location, workforce etc. This 

will provide business and management, a competitive edge and scope of further growth and 

development. 
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Abstract:  Veda is called’ sruti’, i.e,’that    which is heard’ or handed down through hearing. 

Each Veda has two parts_ ritualistic part and a philosophical part. Again, each philosophical part 

has two sections called Aranyaka and Upanishad. So, the last portion of each of the Vedas is 

called Upanishad or Vedanta. The theme of the Upanishads is to find an ultimate unity of things. 

There are three major schools within Vedanta, viz., the dualistic school (Dvaita), the qualified 

non- dualistic school (Visistadvaita) and the non- dualistic school (Advaita). 

             Advaita Vedanta of Samkara represents the highest altitude of our sadhana; while 

Dvaita is the most widely accepted view. Instead of repudiating Advaita, the average Hindus will 

say that they are incapable of reaching that height. Sri Ramakrishna understood this paradox of 

man`s religious mentality and therefore he summoned us to Dvaita without rejecting Advaita. 

          Sri Ramakrishna`s Vedanta cannot be called dualistic or Dvaita Vedanta because he never 

rejected monistic or Advaita Vedanta. It cannot also be called monistic or Advaita Vedanta for he 

never rejected dualistic or Dvaita Vedanta. The presence of some uniqueness in a particular form 

of Vedanta leads us to call it `Neo-Vedanta` or a new kind of Vedanta.Bhakti is the essence of 

Sri Ramakrishna`s Neo-Vedanta. He presented Vedanta in a manner suited to the modern mind. 

Swami Vivekananda called Sri Ramakrishna `a living Vedanta`. Christopher Isherwood said that 

Sri Ramakrishna is Vedanta`s greatest human exemplar. 

Key words: Vedanta, Ramakrishna. 

                   Veda is called `sruti`, i.e., `that which is heard` or handed down through hearing. 

Each Veda has two parts--- a ritualistic part and a philosophical part. Again, each philosophical 

part has two sections called Aranyaka and Upanishad. So, the last portion of each of the Vedas is 

called Upanishad or Vedanta. The theme of the Upanishads is to find an ultimate unity of things  

.Vedanta philosophy is the systematization  of the Upanisadic  thoughts supported by the 

Bhagavadgita and the Brahmasutra. The Vedanta accepts three  methods  of  investigation  viz., 

sruti (scriptures) ,yukti (logic) and anubhuti (experience.). There are three major schools within 

Vedanta, viz., the dualistic school (dvaita), the qualified non- dualistic school (visistadvaita), and 

the non- dualistic school (advaita).
1
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 Vedanta has two main streams--- monistic and dualistic, i.e., Advaita and Dvaita. 

Dvaitadvaitavada of Nimbarka is a combination of duality (dvaita) and non-duality 

(advaita).Advaita Vedanta is the first interpretation of the Brahma sutra. In the history of 

philosophy of Religion, Advaita Vedanta has primacy and all other forms of Vedanta are 

considered to be a deviation from it.Advaita Vedanta makes transition from Advaita Vedanta as 

a philosophy to  the Advaita as an experience.
2 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

     The philosophy of Vedanta propagates the idea of one Truth which is described differently by 

different teachers. The Absolute Reality manifests itself in the Gods of religions, but being 

infinite. It cannot be fully manifested in language and thought, both of which are limited. This 

concept of unity in diversity was adopted by Hinduism to harmonize diverse groups of differing 

ideas.Vedanta is knowledge that has for its aim the solution of the mystery of all existence. It 

takes a bird’s eye view of all sciences and arts also. It discards nothing of human experience. It is 

pure philosophy. It seeks not an imaginary or hypothetical, but a verifiable or true explanation of 

the whole of existence.
3
 

          Advaita Vedanta of Sankara represents the highest altitude of our sadhana, while Dvaita is 

the most widely accepted view  . About Sankara’s Vedanta ,the great scholar Thibaut said: “ The 

doctrine advocated by Sankara is, from a purely philosophical point of view, and apart from all 

theological considerations,the most important and  interesting one which has arisen in the Indian 

soil; neither those forms of the Vedanta which diverge from the view represented by Sankara nor 

any of the non –Vedantic systems can be compared with the so – called orthodox Vedanta in 

boldness, depth and subtlety of speculation.” Instead of repudiating Advaita, the average Hindus 

will say that they are incapable of reaching that height. Sri Ramakrishna understood this paradox 

of man`s religious mentality and therefore he summoned us to Dvaita without rejecting Advaita.
4
         

        Advaita is the strictest and most abstract form of Vedanta. It states that man, God and the 

universe are ultimately the same. Philosophically and scientifically, it is postulated that there is 

the One substance underlying this universe. Variety is there because `variety is the spice of life`. 

Without variety, life would be dry. Likewise, if there were no underlying unity, there would be 

nothing but chaos. For this reason, one of the principles of Vedanta is that of unity in variety.
5 
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 Besides this, there are   five more principles of Vedanta which are--- the first principle is that of 

the transcendental all- pervading Brahman , the second principle is that Atman is not separate 

from Brahman but is identical to Brahman ,another principle is that of yoga ,next principle is that 

all human beings are members of a single extended family ,and the last principle is the welfare of 

all beings. Vedanta constantly exhorts us to work for our own salvation and shun the path of 

violence and hatred. We must strive for the welfare of society and for the uplift of the materially 

needy and the spiritually  poor.
6
    

      Advaita Vedanta is a philosophy derived from the Upanishads. Its main concern centers upon 

ontological and epistemological problems. Advaita Vedanta is also called Kevaladvaita for it 

asserts the existence of Brahman as the only reality and denies reality of the phenomenal world.  

Vedanta can be considered a religion as well , because in India ,philosophy is not divorced from 

religion . 
7  

        

      The modern phase of Advaita Vedanta owes much to the great master Sri Ramakrishna and 

his disciple Swami Vivekananda.Sri Ramakrishna’s concept of nitya- Lila, i.e., the absolute and 

the relative, restricts the concept of satya- mithya, truth and falsity of Sankara; and infuses a 

scientific temper into the philosophy of Vedanta. In a like manner, Swami Vivekananda infused 

marvelous concepts into the lofty philosophy of Sankara and facilitated a synthesis between 

Vedanta and modern science.
8 

Swami Vivekananda made Vedanta relevant to modern times by 

making it practical by taking abstract ideas and applying them to all fields of life .He related the 

doctrine of oneness and equality to ethics and politics ,divinity of the soul to acts of social 

service , diversity of spiritual paths to the question of tolerance and understanding between 

faiths. As Sister Nivedita remarked --- 

“If the many and the one be indeed the same Reality ,then it is not all modes of worship alone 

,but equally all modes of work ,all modes of struggle ,all modes of creation ,which are paths of 

realization.No distinction ,henceforth ,between sacred and secular .To labor is to pray.To 

conquer is to renounce.Life itself is religion.To have and to hold is as stern a truest as to quit and 

to void.”Swami Vivekananda made Vedanta relevant to modern times by stressing its 

timelessness; he demonstrated how it can be applied to modern situations by showing its 

universality.
9
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Sri Ramakrishna’s Vedanta cannot be called dualistic or Dvaita Vedanta because he never 

rejected monistic or Advaita Vedanta. It cannot also be called monistic or Advaita Vedanta for 

he never rejected dualistic or Dvaita Vedanta. The presence of some uniqueness in a particular 

form of Vedanta leads to call it Neo- Vedanta or a new kind of Vedanta
10

. Bhakti is the essence 

of Sri Ramakrishna’s neo-vedanta.
11

 

     Sri Ramakrishna presented Vedanta in a manner suited to the modern mind. He has shown 

that Vedanta includes and implies all stages and varieties of human experience and knowledge; 

and it is also not opposed to the latest developments of science and philosophy. Vedantins like 

Sri Krishna ,Rama ,Janaka and,Sankara  did not hide themselves in mystic contemplation in 

caves and forests or sit statue –like on river banks or mountain tops ,but wore themselves out 

working with all their might for the world around them . He said that Brahman alone is real and 

the world is illusory. For example, the magician performs his magic. He produces a mango tree 

which even bears mangoes. But this is all sleight of hand. The magician alone is real.
12 

 

         

   Sri Ramakrishna said that Sankara’s Non-Dualistic explanation of  Vedanta is true  and so is 

the Qualified Non- Dualism of Ramanuja   .According to Qualified Non –Dualism ,Brahman or 

the Absolute is qualified by the universe and its living beings. Brahman , the world and living 

beings together constitute One.For example ,a man wanted to know the weight of a fruit. He 

separated the shell ,the flesh and the seeds.But a man cannot get the weight by weighing only the 

flesh .He must weigh flesh ,shell and seeds together.At first ,it appears that the real thing in the 

fruit is the flesh and not its seeds or shell.Then by reasoning ,he finds that the shell ,seeds and 

flesh all belong to the same thing that the flesh belongs to.Likewise ,in spiritual discrimination 

,one must first reason following the method of ‘Not this’ ,’not this’.God is not the universe; God 

is not the living beings; Brahman alone is real and all else is unreal.Then one realizes ,as with the 

bel fruit ,that the Reality that evolves the idea of living beings and the universe.According to 

Ramanuja ,Brahman is qualified by the universe and the living beings. 
13 
Sri Ramakrishna’s   

central message is Advaita , the non-dual Reality called Brahman. 
14 

He assimilated the Vedantic 

tradition in our religious life. 
15

 The Vedantist declares that unity is the only thing that exists; 

variety is but phenomenal, ephemeral and apparent. The theme of the Vedanta is to see the Lord 

in everything, to see things in their real nature, not as they appear to be. 
16

 Regarding the 

universality of Vedanta, Swami Vivekananda said: 
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 “All of religion is contained in the Vedanta, that is, in the three stages of the Vedanta 

philosophy, the Dvaita, Visistadvaita and Advaita; one comes after the other. These are the three 

stages of spiritual growth in man. Each one is necessary. This is the essential of religion: the 

Vedanta, as applied to the various ethnic customs and creeds of India, is Hinduism…”
17 

 

     Swami Vivekananda wanted to demonstrate practically the unifying power of Advaita. His 

was practical Vedanta inspired through the liberal ideas of Sri Ramakrishna wherein there was 

place equally for a Chandala and Brahmin .He said: “We must prove the truth of pure Advaitism 

in practical life.Shankara left this Advaita philosophy in the hills and forests ,while  I have  come 

to bring it out of those places and scatter it broadcast before the workday world  and society.The 

lion –roar of Advaita must resound in every hearth and home , in meadows and groves ,over hills 

and plains”. 
18

     

      The different Vedantic schools of Dvaita, Visistadvaita and Advaita are not contradictory; 

rather they necessitate and fulfill each other. One is a stepping stone to the other.
19

 But, 

unfortunately in India, there used to happen fights between Advaitins, Visistadvaitins and 

Dvaitins; and it is in this context that Sri Ramakrishna came whose life is the explanation, the 

working out of harmony
. 20 

Sri Ramakrishna’s all encompassing approach gave the religion of the 

Hindus a moral sanction and new dimension to their spiritual values. Thus emerged  Neo-

Vedanta  which  brought all the sects of the Hindus as well as other religions together in a golden 

bond of understanding, love and sympathy. Therein Sri Ramakrishna gave the much needed 

synthesis and no eclecticism or syncretism. This synthesis is the fusion of conflicting ideas.
21  

    

    Sri Ramakrishna taught us how to live in harmony which is more important to the 

contemporary society.
22 

He guides us to expand the scope of love till it becomes universal.
23 

His 

life brought back the forgotten ideals of Santana dharma--- tyaga and seva. Through this alone 

peace can reign in a world dominated by dogma and intolerance.
24

 Sri Ramakrishna is an apostle 

of peace and harmony.  He, again and again, emphasized the importance of a harmonious and 

peaceful world. He once said--- ‘Dispute not. As you rest firmly in your faith and opinion, allow 

others also equal liberty to stand by their own faith and opinion’. When these sentiments are 

shared by the majority, hatred will fail to exist; peaceful and happy worlds will   emerge.
25
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  In this modern age, Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings can act as a balm to cure hatred, violence and 

terrorism widely spread in all parts of the world.Violence creates hatred in the sufferer who in 

turn reacts with greater violence and vengeance towards the perpetrator.Thus the cycle has been 

going on for millennia and the latest manifestation of it is the ghastly incident of 11
th 

September 

2001.Its reaction resulted in the War in Afghanistan and Iraq and we cannot dismiss further chain 

reactions in the near future .
26 
He is called ‘sarva- deva- devi- svarupa’ and ‘sarva- dharma- 

svarupa’ for he is the universal personality of all gods and goddesses.
27 

He has bridged the gap 

between the sacred and the secular; and has given the method of spiritualizing our daily life by 

saying---‘to serve jiva is to serve siva’.
28

 

            To conclude, Vedanta has become very much relevant to humankind in this period of 

significant transition from being local to being global.
 
Vedanta represents an integrated and 

universal system .Based upon the collective wisdom of generations of seers, sages and scriptures, 

it stands as a testimony to the magnificient spiritual endeavour and achievement of ancient 

India.This vast corpus of wisdom provides insights that can be crucial value for the survival of 

the human race in this nuclear age.
 29    

The religious ideas of Sri Ramakrishna emerge out of his 

religious life and reveal that he is a Vedantist without being a Vedantic scholar.
30

 About Sri 

Ramakrishna, Romain Rolland said:  “I am bringing to Europe the fruit of a new autumn, a new 

message of the soul, the symphony of India”. He realized that Sri Ramakrishna is not just an 

echo of India’s ancient Vedantic voice but that it is a new voice giving a new message.
31 

Swami 

Vivekananda called Sri Ramakrishna ‘a living Vedanta’. Christopher Isherwood said that Sri 

Ramakrishna is’ Vedanta’s greatest human exemplar’.
32 
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Dr. Kaifia Ancer Laskar* 

Abstract 

The trajectories of Indian cinema have witnessed the birth, growth, transformations and 

evolution in many respects. The primary objective of this piece is to delve into the projections of 

women in the contemporary cinemas. For centuries women occupied a subordinate position in 

the patriarchal social order and in turn represented as a bearer rather than maker of meaning in 

several texts. But the question arises when mere ‘fictional constructs’ are created at the cost of 

these aesthetics. This study tries to find if religious connotations are used to re- impose or break 

the already existing gender stereotyping in films. An analysis of certain select symbolic codes 

employed within the visual text of two select Indian Hindi films namely the Gulab Gang (India, 

2014) and No One Killed Jessica (India, 2011) will bring out if the conflict of the female 

characters in the films with each other and not with a male is an embodiment of male egotistical 

ideas.  

Key words:  Heroine, Anti- Heroine, Hindi Cinema, Fictional Constructs. 

 1. Introduction: The Construct of Heroine and Anti- Heroine: 

Amidst the plethora of media choices available to the Indian audiences, film and 

television have remained the most coveted ones. The aura of these audio visual medium has 

mesmerized the Indian audience since the days of their inception in Indian soil. Although the 

structures governing the media space have now undergone a sea change with privatization and 

globalization but cinema has retained its popularity. Mainstream Hindi film industry churns out 

countless movies where women are being represented as bearer rather than maker of meaning.  

* Guest Faculty, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Tripura University 
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Indian cinema which started its voyage with Raja Harish Chandra in 1913 was expected to 

mature by its hundredth year but it still raises a few eyebrows now and then. 

Numerous studies have been conducted on the Indian cinema industry and on the 

stereotypical portrayal of women in commercial Indian cinema. Although there have been some 

women-centered films that have tried to address women’s issues, but we find very little research 

done on those films. In these films women are shown breaking out of the conventional norms 

and fight for themselves. The magic of commercial films lie in the fact that these films are 

extremely visually pleasing for the audiences both male and female audiences alike. The reasons 

behind this pleasure are elaborated in Psychoanalysis theories (Mulvy 1975)
[1]

 and also conform 

to the patriarchal order. Laura Mulvey (Mulvy 1975), in her appropriation of the psychoanalytic 

theory says, 

…the way film reflects reveals and even plays on the straight, socially established 

interpretation of sexual difference which controls images, erotic ways of looking and 

spectacle… Psychoanalytic theory is thus appropriated here as a political weapon, 

demonstrating the way the unconscious of patriarchal society has structured film form. 

Woman then stands in patriarchal culture as signifier for the male other, bound by a 

symbolic order in which man can live out his fantasies and obsessions through linguistic 

command by imposing them on the silent image of woman still tied to her place as bearer 

of meaning, not maker of meaning… psychoanalytic theory as it now stands can at least 

advance our understanding of the status quo, of the patriarchal order in which we are 

caught… (p. 7) 

These movies have portrayed women as ‘sexual objects’ the way men would enjoy seeing them 

on the silver screen (Mulvy 1975). These films are argued to convey messages about sex roles in 

the society, but a lot of these films show how culture forbids and condemns a woman’s life.  

 Fictional Contrasts: 

Movies portraying women as aggressive have proven to be a failure in the industry, 

especially if the movies have ended without any punishment for the women. In her essay 

‘Women in Indian Cinema’ (2002) 
[2]

, Vrinda Mathur argues that the women portrayed in Indian  
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films are mere ‘fictional constructs’ (Mathur 2002) 
[2]

. By the term fictional construct we 

understand the creation of images of anything, which is not real. Here when we refer to fictional 

contrasts of women characters in Indian Hindi cinema and more particularly commercial cinema, 

we understand the imagery of either a heroine or anti heroine. The allegory of the goddess and 

the enchantress is used to put flesh into the skeleton of these fictional constructs. The mother, 

maiden and mistress archetypes rule the construction of female characters by commercial film 

makers. If ever there is an imagery of the coarse real life women, it would again be a fictional 

construct to satisfy the male egotistical idea. Although Hindi cinemas (read commercial cinemas) 

sometimes try to unfold the miseries and triumph of women on screen, the spectacle, or the 

visual medium succumbs to the director’s (read male) unconscious positioning of women. 

Commercial films never lose its popularity among the escapist audience compared to the 

thought provoking ones concerning serious issues like violence against women, dowry, abuse 

etc. It is deemed appropriate to examine this issue because women also constitute a huge share of 

the population and hence their portrayal on screen is crucial in determining the redefinition or re- 

enforcement of already existing stereotypes in the society. Most commercial films both of Indian 

film industry as well as Hollywood present women engrossed in romance and marriage. 

Submissive women are portrayed to be ideal ones rather than the transgressors who try to have a 

separate existence for their body and mind. While analysing the stereotypical images of 

relationships between men and women, it was seen that many award winning movies depicted a 

women as the primary care-giver with no identity of their own and being dependant on a man 

(Wood 1994) 
[3]

. 

Hindi Cinema: 

The influence of historical and socio-cultural factors on the growth of women’s roles in 

commercial Indian films suggests the stereotypical portrayal of women (Nandkumar 2011)
[4]

. 

The Indian film industry is a male dominated industry (Ganti 2004)
[5]

. The stereotypical 

depiction of the idyllic ‘Heroine’ in commercial Hindi cinema has been a ‘matter of concern 

amongst feminists’ (Gupta 1996)
[6]

.  Despite all this some thought provoking films portraying 

women as strong willed and independent are also being actors to the Indian audience (Rahman 

1988)
[7]

.  
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Women mostly played the roles of a daughter (taking care of her brothers, helping her mother in 

the kitchen and marrying the man of her father’s choice), a great wife (who was responsible for 

all household chores, taking great care of her husband, children, and would lead the rest of her 

life by embracing her husband’s memories once she became a widow), and a great mother (who 

is self sacrificing) (Dissanayake & Gokulsing 2004)
[8]

. A woman was never given independence 

and one was expected to obey and have a subordinate status to her father before marriage and her 

husband after marriage and finally her son after she became a widow  (Dissanayake & Gokulsing 

2004)
[8]

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Another popular portrayal of women in Indian movies is the character of a vamp or the ‘Anti- 

Heroine, which is opposite to the character of an ideal wife. The vamps were characterized as 

women who showed disrespect to their traditional values by emulating western women. 

Furthermore, they were shown drinking, smoking, partying, visiting night clubs and being 

promiscuous. Thus they portrayed the characteristic traits of an immoral person, with 

unacceptable and offensive behaviour that was punishable (Dissanayake & Gokulsing 2004)
 [8]

.  

Despite both these diverse images of women being portrayed on the celluloid the actresses have 

to be beautiful and sensual as an ‘object of desire’ for men just like her Hollywood and British 

counterparts (Pendakur 2003)
[9]

.  

2. Deconstruction of the Films: 

Methodology: 

The interest in films taken by feminists stems from concern about the under-representation 

and misrepresentation of women in cinema. The feminist approach to cinema asks a few 

pertinent questions like how women are represented on screen. One of the objectives of this 

study is to find out the portrayal of the female characters of women-centered films. Again the 

study tries to delve into ways in which the protagonists as well as antagonists are constructed in 

these films.  Moreover this study tries to investigate whether the conflict between the heroine(s) 

and the anti- heroine(s) with each other and not with the male character(s) is an embodiment of  
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the male egotistical ideas portrayed in the film. This article also tries to find if the imagery of any 

religious motif or archetypes of Devi and Asura (Sanskrit: Goddess and Devil) is used to depict 

these fictional constructs. 

Analysis: 

In order to meet the set objectives for this study, two women centered films have been 

selected. While one of the films is Gulab Gang (Hindi; Saumik Sen, 2014), the other is No One 

Killed Jessica (Hindi; Raj Kumar Gupta, 2011). The film Gulab Gang is selected which is based 

on the real life story of Gulabi Gang (meaning gang of pink) founded by Sampat Paul, a group of 

Indian women vigilantes and activists dressed in pink saris, fighting against the social injustice 

and operating in the Bundelkhand region of central India. This film by Soumik Sen is influenced 

by Gulabi Gang. The story is about Rajjo who have immense urge for education but the society 

does not allow her to receive education considering it to be madness. Rajjo forms a gang known 

as Gulab Gang (meaning gang of roses) for the women who are shunned or exploited by the in-

laws, husband and have nowhere else to seek shelter in the society. She teaches alphabets to 

small children and dreams for providing better education to them. She offers justice by applying 

violence. She meets the ‘Anti-Heroine’ Sumitra Devi who is portrayed as politician (read again 

stereotypical). Rajjo, the heroine challenges the anti -heroine in the election but subsequently she 

loses in the election. The film ends with subjugating both the defiant women with the anti 

heroine getting amputed by the heroine Rajjo, who as well ends up in serving prison.  

The second film under study No One Killed Jessica (Sen, 2011) is based on the real incident 

of the murder trial of a model of Jessica Lal of India. Although the film depicts the female lead 

characters in a deglamourized way not catering to the male gaze. The film portrays the struggle 

of Sabrina Lal (being played by Vidya Balan), the sister of Jessica Lal with the help of a 

journalist named Meera Gaity (being played by Rani Mukherjee). In the second film No One 

Killed Jessica, the concentration is not on the conflict between the female characters but the 

conflict lies between the protagonists and the perpetrators who are male. But the embodiment of 

these fictional constructs can be reflected only through a study of their differences of one female  
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character with another. However, the film No One Killed Jessica seems to be a departure from  

this trend. This film had a commercial success like the film Gulab Gang (2014) which implies 

that the audience identified with the representation of society and individuals in these films. 

However the female protagonists are masculinized in the film as they do not comply with the 

sexualized and stereotyped portrayal of female characters of mainstream Hindi cinema. While 

Sabrina is shown as docile and contented in her own space, Meera’s character has loads of 

stereotyped male mannerisms. It is noted that both these select films give lead space to the 

female characters while peripheral roles to the male characters. However it is undeniable that 

there has been a conscious or unconscious stereotyping of images to counter the existing 

stereotypes catering to male gaze. Mass media also consist of various layers of meanings 

(Laskar, 2014; 2012; Laskar & Guha 2012)
[12] [13] [14] 

superimposed on one another, all of which 

contribute to the effect. 

Gulab Gang is a women-centric film where both the heroine and the anti-heroine, although 

are presented as powerful but conform to the norms of ‘male gaze’ and ‘patriarchy’ (Mulvey 

1975)
[1]

. Stark resemblance in the costume and body gestures of the characters is also noted.  

Both the heroine and the anti-heroine wear ‘saree’, an Indian drape and by wearing the 

prescribed social dress and conforming to bodily practices associated with the social conventions 

of Indian womanhood(Laskar, 2014; 2012; Laskar & Guha 2012)
[12] [13] [14]

, both the female 

characters perform, social regulatory norms (Butler 1993)
[11]

. The heroine is also being presented 

stereotypically as a ‘superwoman’ fighting all odds in the film hence adorning the ‘white- ness’ 

in her character. 

Whereas the anti-heroine, or the villainess (Sumitra Devi) is also portrayed as a powerful 

politician with all the ‘dark- ness’ embodied in her character to position her against the heroine. 

The introductory shot of the protagonist Rajjo is a mid shot of her back trying to avoid an 

immediate recognition by the audience. This is a deliberate attempt to create a ‘voyeuristic 

pleasure’ among the audience (Mulvy 1975)
[1]

. She is portrayed as a strong character but her  
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character is enveloped in the clichéd portrayal of heroines in Indian cinema (Nandkumar 

2011)
[4]

. On the other hand the introductory shot of the antagonist Sumitra Devi is a close up shot 

of her emerging foot from the vehicle portraying her as an authoritative character. Even in the 

scene where she holds a conversation with the heroine, the camera is positioned at a low angle 

positioning her in power.  

Again the film Gulab Gang tries to re-impose the already existing stereotypes of depicting 

powerful women with the imagery of Hindu Goddesses Durga or Kali. The character of Rajjo is 

portrayed as Godly or divine with the imagery of Hindu Goddess Kali. As the body of women is 

considered to be the embodiment of carrier of cultural signs, Hindi cinema tries to establish the 

suppositions about female behaviors, powers, desires and characters. Although the filmmaker of 

Gulab Gang tried to portray the female characters as the maker rather than the bearer of 

meanings but the overt depiction of aggressive and man hating women has rather presented 

another imbalanced gender portrayal. In this process the depiction of female characters rather 

epitomized the false stereotypes about the coarse women which held reverse sexism against men. 

In the other film No One Killed Jessica, the mannerisms of both the female characters do not 

conform to the set stereotypes of desired women (mother, maiden or mistress). Rather their 

coarseness takes the form of another fictional construct of real women (or imagined women). 

Both the female characters in this film, Sabrina and Meera are an embodiment of Devi (Hindi:  

Goddess) taking down the perpetrator of crime or Asura (Sanskrit: Evil) against the deceased 

Jessica. This allegorical representation of the female characters makes them conform to the 

patriarchal construction of religious archetypes of Hindu Goddess. In this film the evil character 

or the villain is being portrayed by a man unlike in the film Gulab Gang where although male 

characters were in the peripheral roles but the anti-heroine was a female. Hence the portrayal of 

the corrupt journalist Meera begins as an anti-heroine but her realization for the cause of the 

deceased female model Jessica boosts the egotistical idea of men. A transgressor Meera who 

tried to sever the fictional construct of ‘desired women’ is normalized of her deviant behavior by 

making her realise her feminine feelings.    

This study brings to light the fact that if the women portrayed in the selected film could 

redefine and re-categorize from the stereotypical conventional characters of virtuous lady,  
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tyrannical vamp or with the real life woman with shades of grey as well. The phenomenon of 

‘discipline and punishment’ (Bartky 1997)
[10]

 and ‘docile bodies’ were retained or castigated by 

the display of strength and power, both mental as well as physical by all the characters portrayed 

in both the select films. At the end the defiant female characters actually epitomize the 

stereotypes of commercial cinema and thereby uphold themselves as ‘fictional constructs’. The 

men, in these select films are shown as secondary to women but those men are not a part of their 

family which is again to maintain moral of good women. In the film Gulab Gang the male family 

members of the antagonist are totally absent except the portrait of her expired husband which 

was given a space in the wall to confirm her ‘subjugation’ in front of her invisible male 

authority. Hence this decodification illuminates the embodiment of the male egotistical ideas. 

3. Conclusion: 

Though both the films are said to be based on a real stories, one of ‘Gulab Gang’ and the 

other on the murder of the female model Jessica Lal, the characters are somewhat fictional in 

their approach. None of the lead ladies are shown having the real life characteristics of grey in 

them. Rather they are presented as mere ‘fictional constructs’ (Mathur 2002)
[2]

 to both male and 

female audiences. It will not only create empathy among the female viewers towards the fictional 

construct of the Heroine but will also cater to ‘male gaze’ (Mulvey 1975)
[1]

. The space between a 

strong woman real life and her portrayal on celluloid may need a renegotiation by foregrounding 

the positive ambience. But the focus mainly remains on their bodily exposure. Even the display 

of physical and mental strength in the female body is viewed as an act of defiance towards the 

patriarchal control over her body. Moreover the allegorical representation of Devi and Asura 

(Hindi: Goddess and Evil) in the embodiment of the heroine and anti- heroine also re -enforces 

religious archetypes. 
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Key issues in evaluating strategies of a peace 

Education Programme                                                                

                             Ram Shiromani Maurya*             

 Abstract: This article reveals about the different peace education strategies that come in the 

way when we are going to launch peace education programmes at different levels. Since the 

researcher is currently carrying out research in the area of peace education at secondary school 

level and seeking different strategies of their implementation. As stated in NCF-2005, peace 

education is one of the core issues which should be kept in mind while preparing either the 

school curriculum at different levels or separate peace education programme for them. It is also 

now being stated to assess the possibility of introducing a paper on peace education in the 

teacher education institutions. The researcher has studied the different peace education 

strategies as studies in this regard and is presenting a brief of the different studies that can be 

used so for. 

Introduction 

   There has been a long series of history of peace education methodologies all around world in 

different way from time to time but the real , systematic and intense efforts for peace education 

programme has been in last two or three decades. Any peace education programme can be 

successful only when it is effective. Thus, calculating effectiveness of PE programme is an 

important issue nowadays for peace educators and the people working in this area. Before 

advancing any further into the issue of effectiveness evaluation, let us first propose a conceptual 

framework that organizes most PE programmes into a comprehensive model. This framework is 

a facet like taxonomy. The facet like models were suggested by Louis Guttmann as being most 

appropriate for describing and analyzing complete behavioral universes. Each PE programme 

can be classified by any one of the facets. A specific PE program is characterized by a facet 

profile (or structuple in Guttman’s terminology). 

* Senior Research Fellow , Faculty of Education, BHU, Varanasi-221010  
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Orientatation map for peace education program 

The following are the major proposed facets evaluation methodology is integrated within the 

taxonomy. 

FACET A: Purpose of the program 

A1: The enhancement of                                                                         A2: The reduction of 

(1) Conflict resolution skills                                                                     (1) Aggression 

(2) Prosocial skills orientation                                                                  (2) Violence 

(3) Political efficacy                                                                                  (3) Delinquency 

(4) Value oriented attitudes                                                                       (4) Prejudice; stereotype 

(5) Tolerance towards diversity, multiculturalism                                     (5) Ethnocentricism 

(6) Coexistence; cooperation 

(7) Respect for other; sense of equality 

(8) Reconciliation, forgiveness, empathy 

(9) Enrichment of information about the other 

(10) Democratic beliefs 

(11) Good interpersonal relations 

FACET B: Age of participants 

Most PE Prorammes aim at students who are in the following range. 

(1) Primary school (8-12 years) 

(2) Junior high school (13-15 years) 

(3) Senior high school (16-18 years) 

(4) College students (18-25years) 

FACET C: Major didactic approach used in the program. 

(1) Lectures given by tutor teachers 

(2) Lectures given by students 

(3) Watching videos, films, listening to tapes that present relevant materials; reading relevant 

materials 
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(4) Writing essays 

(5) Mixed group sessions (with the other); open discussions 

(6) Mixed group sessions (with the other); structured meetings 

(7) Conducting a joint project that is related to peace processes 

(8) Simulations (of conflicts; negotiations, etc) 

FACET D: Duration of the program 

(1) Several hours, (2) Several months/weeks 

(3) School year/semester 

FACET E: Research design that is used by the researcher (for measuring effectiveness) 

PE intervention  

E1: with a control group                                     E2: without control group 

(1)  Posttest only                                                     (1) Posttest only 

(2) Pretest and posttest only                                   (2) Pretest and posttest only 

(3) Pretest, posttest, and delayed posttest               (3) Pretest, posttest, and delayed posttest 

Most researcher are agree that the optimal design for the study of the effectiveness of teacher 

intervention program is E1 (3) and E2 (3) 

FACET F: Method of measurement (Operational) 

(1) Self report questionnaires 

(2) Structured observation (by teacher, parents and researchers) 

(3) Essays analysis 

(4) Self-reported behaviors 

(5) Official statistics-rate of violent incidents, rate of mixed marriage. 

(6) Knowledge mastery tests 

(7) Structured interviews 

Example of a peace education program based on above mode 

Roush and Hall (1993) conducted a PE program in which the emphasis was given on teaching 

conflict resolution techniques to elementary and junior high school students. Here is the abstract 

of the article in which Roush and Hall reported their study: 
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Conflict is a regular occurrence in schools. The described here was designed to evaluate the 

effects of teaching students peaceful conflict resolution skills and training mediators. At the 

elementary school level, conflict resolution lessons were taught to fourth, fifth and sixth grade 

students, at the junior high school level, an elective course was taught in conflict resolution. 

Mediators were trained at both levels. It was theorized that the students would increase their 

knowledge in conflict resolution, mediators’ self –esteem would improve significantly, and 

conflicts would decrease significantly on the elementary school play ground. (p.185) 

    For the sake of simplicity, we refer here to elementary school programme only. The purpose 

of the programme was the enhancement of conflict resolution skills and reduction of violence (a) 

Age of the participants was elementary school (b) Major didactic approaches adopted by teachers 

were lectures given by teachers and training for mediators by simulations(c) Duration of the 

program was one semester .the research design that was applied was post-intervention and pre-

intervention comparison with no control groups. The effect of PE program was measured by 

official statistics F (5) & F (6).                                            

WHAT’S MISSING?  

After this descriptive map is reviewed, a more critical approach can follow. It might be 

worthwhile to look again at various facets and elements and at the same time at the variety of PE 

programs and point to missing parts, that is, elements that are rare among actual PE programs 

traced in our survey. The major points are as follows. 

Facet A: 

Not enough attention is given to behavior. Only a few programs are aimed at this goal. 

Theoretically it is possible that while an attention program enhances a certain skill or attitude, at 

the same time, others skills or attitudes are reduced or weakened. For instance, PE may enhance 

tolerance for the other and yet at the same time it may reduce one’s sense of identity with a 

particular collective. 

Facet B: 

Most of the peace education programs that are associated with specific age groups of participant 

are headed towards children and low age groups. What about the adults? Can these programs be 

successful for old age groups? 
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Facet C: 

The majority of the peace education programs appeal to rationality and theoretical approach and 

only few works on emotional aspects and behavioral approach. 

Facet D: 

In the duration of the program section, we find that as long as we increase the duration there is a 

better chance of getting the good result. But often working with the same group of participant for 

a long period is not possible. 

Facet E: 

When we put a cursory glance at the facet E, we find that E1 (3) pretest, posttest and delayed 

posttest with a control group is the most effective and important design for the evaluation of 

effectiveness of a PE program. 

Evaluation  

 In all, 79 evaluation studies created the body for this analysis. For each study we asked only one 

question: was the intervention effective? 

Studies were grouped in three categories. The following table summarizes our review: 

Effectiveness of peace education programs 

Program success                        No. of studies 

Effective                                           51 

Partially effective                             18 

Non-effective                                   10 

Total                                                 79 

The general impression regarding peace education programs seems to be positive: out of 79 

studies, the majority of programs were found to be effective (51) or partially effective (18). 

The above summary is based on judgment of the different studies’ findings. Some of these 

judgements may be subjective by their nature and this summary is also not a formal meta- 

analysis. It is also not reasonable to assume that the impact of PE is somewhat less encouraging 

than what is reflected in the table. 

Cautionary Remarks 

The following are some of  the profile characteristics of the non-effective programs(as compared 

with effective ones): more non-effective than affective programs attempted to reduce actual  
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violence; more non-effective programs focused on junior high schools; more non-effective 

programs lasted more than one year. Some of these findings are counterintuitive. For instance; 

there is an indication that long range programs are less effective than shorter programs. This is 

exactly the kind of information a researcher or a practitioner would like to receive. This is why 

we need evaluation strategies. 

Conclusion 

In spite of the constant efforts in the formation of this facet style, there might have been some 

mistakes or shortcomings in respect to these facets. So we have to see here what has been the 

percentage of effectiveness of the peace education program. The review of different studies 

carried out in the same field in foreign countries was analyzed and it revealed the general 

impression regarding the PE programs that seems to be positive: out of 79 studies, the majority 

of programs were found to be effective (51) or partially effective (18).This is certainly an 

encouraging picture when find that an analysis of 79 such studies reveal that 80%-90% programs 

are effective or at least partially effective. The real problem regarding the assessment of 

effectiveness comes under evaluation phase as it becomes difficult to actually measure the 

difference in between pre and post-implementation scenario of peace attitudes and activities 

among the participants. Researcher is also facing the same problem in his doctoral research 

programme. However, it is the responsibility of the peace educator to keep in mind the various 

issues related to the implementation of peace education programs irrespective of the result of 

program. 
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PUGREE : the Fashion Statement of Ancient Indian 

Art 

Sumita Dey* 

Abstract: Pugree or headdress as a part of costume always played a vital role in Indian art. 

The importance of headdress cannot be denied. The presence of pugree was there in every phase 

of ancient Indian art. The journey of pugree still continued in Indian society as symbol of Indian 

culture. Headdress as a part of costume has taken special consideration in this article. The 

development of headdress in the various phase of Indian art has studied in this article. 

Introduction:  

Pugree is the symbol of heritage in Indian society, but it has a deep root in the pages of the 

history of Indian art. It is well known that art and society are interconnected to each other. The 

reflection of our social life activity is represented in various art forms whether it is in dance, 

drama, painting, poetry, music or the depiction of various costume, jewellery, headdress etc. In 

Indian social life Pugree has its own significance. For example Rajasthan is well-known for 

colourful head dresses; each community wore different type of Pugree in each district. In 

Southern part of India people like to wear pugree along with long coats in various ceremonial 

occasions. Besides this social function the concept of costume has a religious aspect also. Like 

the Hinduism, Jainism also believed that our body is a gift from God to protect our soul. So it is 

essential to protect our body from natural calamities and decorate it with various ornaments. 

Perhaps this is the reason behind the concept of self beautification in Indian art. Here in this 

article the emphasis lays on the concept of costume and jewellery in Indian art. Since from the 

time immemorial Pugree, as an important part of costume has occupied a major place in Indian 

art and culture. The various reference of   Pugree was found from the ancient Sanskrit literature. 

The headdresses or Pugree is commonly known as kirita, Patta, Vestana, Vestanapatta, 

Sirovestana etc. The first reference of head dress is found from the pre historic rock paintings  
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which were created by hunter and gatherers society. For example the art sites of   Kumaun, and 

Bhimbetka depicts the hunting and dancing scene, where the depiction of headdress remained 

important. This headdress made out of animal horns. The Pugree also played a vital role to 

protect the wearer from the heat of the Sun or the biting cold of snow. It is the reason that Pugree 

is known as Shirostran in ancient time. Shir means head and tran means protection. While 

tracing the historical development of headdress, it was found that Indian society used head warps 

before the European world took to wearing of hats as a part of its regular costume. The headdress 

became a regular feature during the Byzantine civilization in the 11
th

 century and later on passed 

onto the European world. But the evidence of headdress as a regular costume was found from the 

archaeological evidence of Bharhut, Bhaja, Bodhgaya, Sanchi, and Mathura in northern India. 

According to Dr G.S.Ghurya, an exponent in costume history analyzed that the female wore 

pugrees without any projection. But the male pugree was projected vertically, frontal or 

sideways. The development of headdress or pugree has gone through certain period in Indian art. 

The simple head warp of prehistoric era has turned into a glorious crown with the passage of 

time. Let’s find out the historical antecedents of pugree one by one. 

The evolution of the concept of Headdress or Pugree: 

The early evidence of headdress was found from the prehistoric rock site in India. These rock 

paintings provide an ample idea about the headdress which was used by the early people. The 

headgear was there in Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa culture .The men of higher social strata 

sported head wraps with richly padded cloths of varied shapes. They also had their hair tied with 

a ribbon. Men and women of royal families or Goddesses wore elaborate headgears and coiffure. 

Various fan shaped headdress were also found from the Indus civilization.(Sharma:1983) 

During the Vedic period Pugree was a concept of dignity and authority. The king who claimed 

sovereignty had to wear a particular type of headdress at the time of doing Rajsuya Sacrifice. 

The earlier representation of headdress for example, the spiral, fanlike, headdress of Indus valley 

was replaced by the voluminous headdress ,mostly known as Ushnisha   in post Vedic period.  

-63- 

 



Intellection: A bi-annual interdisciplinary research journal, Vol.III, No.II, July-December, 2015 
 

  

According to Dr G.S Ghurye, an eminent scholar,” the headdress known as Ushniha is the 

earliest mentioned in connection with eastern people known in early literature at the “Vratyas,.”It 

is described as white and bright. It used to have cross windings and was tied with a tilt”. 

The various kinds of headdress were found in the Sunga period. It is also found that the hair 

itself was often twisted into the headdress. Pugree or Mauli used to be decorated with jewels and 

even fringe was attached to the headdress (Srivastava: 1983). Another form of Pugree is found 

which had a top knot and two bands of cloth criss -crossed at the middle of the forehead.  The 

mauli-bandha was an elaborate turban wound with the hair which itself was decorated with 

strings of pearls or flower wreaths. The turban normally covered the hair which was arranged in 

a large top knot at centre front and could have a jewelled clasp or mauli mani at the centre to 

hold in place the folds of the turban (Alkazi:1983).The female wore a kind of head cover called 

Uttaria which had   beautiful folded look and tied crosswise. The evidence found from the 

various archaeological sites provides an idea about the development of headdress. For example 

the bas reliefs of Bharhut stupa of the 2
nd

 Century B.C depicts pre -Nirvana Buddha`s life. The 

male head wraps were worn in different fashion. One can find richly ornamented light Pugree 

with a roundish top above the forehead. Heavy turbans with schematic folds were noticed during 

this period. The female head covers were fancifully rich and ornamented. They used nets to give 

the Pugree a hard grip on the forehead. 

In Kushana period Men continued to wear the turban now called mauli as in the Mauryan –Sunga 

period. A simpler line of twisted rolls of the fabric itself is more in evidence. The knob at the 

centre or side of the head around which the turban was wound to form a large protuberance 

slowly disappeared. The Scythian pointed cap was frequently used as was the crown or 

mukuta.(Sahay:1998) 

Coins of the Gupta period showed king is shown in Kushan Parthian dress and wears a skull cap 

or helmet as head gear. The nobles, the ministers and other officials sported various types of 

Pugree displaying their respective ranks and status (Alkazi: 1983). The king`s crown was 

studded with pearls called taira and at times garland replaced the cloth wrap which eventually 

became a part of informal dress. Paintings from Ajanta cave throw light on the contemporary 

headdress which was smaller in size and less stiff. The type of headdress is said to be patronized  
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by the nobility of that period. During this period there was a fashion of wearing a sort of white 

which is supposed to be the modern Gandhi Cap. In Gupta period tall Mukuta became a 

fashionable headgear for the royal nobles. Wide varieties of headdress were found from the 

various periods. (Fig1.1) depicts the elaborate headdress from Mauryan period. The elaborate 

and ornamented headdress was found from Bodhgaya. (Fig1.2) depicts the headdress of a Chauri 

Bearer from the Sunga period. Another type of turban was found from Bharhut, which was 

commonly known as mauli. This is a turban of printed cloth held by decorative bands wound 

over the top knot of hair at side of head (Fig1.3).The fashion of top knot was continued in Sunga 

and Satavahana period also. (Fig 1.4) depicts a turban from the donor figure of Bharhut, where 

the long hair and cloth are twisted together, wound around head and made into top knot in front. 

(Fig1.5) depicts the headdress from Bhrahut, where the long hair is twisted into top knot at left 

side of the head and an ornamental heart shaped brooch is fixed on the right front and a 

decorative band has been tied under the turban. The fashion of turban was prevailed in Kushan 

period also. (Fig1.6) depicts a headdress from Kushan period, a central flower worn around the 

top knot of hair.(Alkazi:1983) 

The Development of Pugree during the Mughal period: 

With the development of Islamic rule in India, there was a major change in the mode of 

headdress. The Persian and the Central Asian influence placed a vital role in the fashion arena of 

ancient Indian art. Mughal nobility sported varied kind of Pugrees. According to Francois 

Bernier “The turban of gold cloth had an aigrette whose base was composed of diamond of an 

extra ordinary size and value, besides an oriental topaz which may be pronounced unparallel 

exhibiting lusture like sun”  

Sir Thomas Reo has described about the turban of Jahangir with plume of heron’s feathers in one 

side and the other side is decorated with ruby, and diamond. It is easy to identify the headgears 

of Babur and Humayun, the first two rulers of the Mughal dynasty of India. The former’s turban 

is little full like that of the Turks, with a projecting of kulah in the centre and the latter chagatai 

style taj with deep slits and a tall pointed centre.(Mital:2011)  

Abraham Early has mentioned about the Humayun cup in his book “Emperors of Peacock 

Throne”. It was the description about the occasion when the king of Persia first meets with  
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Humayun during his exile. It was the robe of honor sent to him by Shah, the king of Persia. But 

being a Sunni, Humayun omitted to wear the cap sent along with the dress, and jewellery. Shah 

Tahmasp of Persia had noted the omission and demanded “You must put on the Persian Cap”, 

and Humayun, in no position to object, amiably replied “A taj is an emblem of greatness, I will 

with pleasure to wear it”. The Shah then with his own hands place the cap on Humayun’s head 

(Early: 2007). Akbar’s had a flat turban (Fig1.7), Jahangir had a little looses (Fig1.8) and 

Shahjahan’s much tighter and sloping towards the back (Fig1.9) with a cross band herding it 

together and so on. (Fig1.10) depicts the turban of Emperor Aurangzeb.  

Conclusion:  

In conclusion it can be said that, India is a land of diversity. With the passage of time various 

foreign invaders had occupied this land. Due to the cultural amalgamation between various 

countries, there was a strong foreign influence, which is noticed in India art. The history of 

Indian art provides an ample example of this. Pagree as a part of costume has become the 

unavoidable part of Indian society, and gradually earned the status of heritage in ancient Indian 

art. 

List of Figures: 

                                                        

Fig 1.1  The figure of headdress from Mauryan period 
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                                              Fig 1.2  The figure of headdress from Bodhgaya 

 

Fig 1.3 The figure of headdress from Bharhut 

 

Fig 1.4 The figure of headdress from Bharhut 
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Fig 1.5 The figure of headdress from Bharhut 

 

Fig 1.6 The figure of headdress from Kushana period 

                                                          

                                                        Fig 1.7  The turban of Emperor Akbar                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                              Fig 1.8  The turban of Emperor Jahangir 
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                                                                Fig 1.9 The turban of Emperor Shahjahan                                     

                                                                                                                     

                                                            Fig 1.10  The turban of Emperor Aurangzab 
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ABSTRACT 

Financial inclusion is part and parcel of the sustainable inclusive growth strategy of the country. 

In this regard, the Reserve Bank has to play its significant role. This paper explores the present 

scenario of Financial Inclusion and the trend of Inclusive Growth in India. For analyzing these 

facts, data for the study has been gathered from secondary sources including report of RBI, 

NABARD, NSSO, Financial Access Survey of World Bank, books on financial inclusion and 

other articles written by eminent authors.  

Keywords: Financial inclusion, Inclusive growth, RBI 

INTRODUCTION 

Financial Inclusion which is the core of all developmental efforts has remained a very complex 

and critical concern for developing countries. It is necessary as well as a difficult task to bring 

the poor and under-privileged section of population under the banking fold for inclusive growth 

and development. Financial Inclusion can be considered as a remedy to fill the gaps and leaks in 

the distribution of government benefits and subsidies through direct benefit transfers to 

beneficiaries’ bank accounts rather than through subsidizing products and making cash 

payments. Thus, through Financial Inclusion unbanked masses can be  bring  under  the formal 

banking system, channelize their savings, entrepreneurial skill can be made into reality  by 

making providing adequate credit and thus give a support to  the economy. In this regard, the 

Reserve Bank has to play its significant role. The Central Bank has adopted and is adopting a 

structured approach towards financial inclusion predominantly through a bank-led model by 

appropriate technology, changing the mode of delivery and increasing financial literacy. 

*UGC JRF Scholar, Department of Applied Economics, Kannur University, Thalassery 

Campus, Palayad. ** Professor and Head, Department of Applied Economics. Kannur 

University,Thalassery Campus, Palayad.  
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 LITERATURE REVIEW 

The importance of Financial Inclusion and Inclusive Growth has been the focus of a number of 

studies carried out in recent times. A brief review of some of these studies has been made here. 

For a sustainable economic growth it is essential to include all sections of the society in the 

growth process. Developing an Inclusive Financial System is a major strategy for Inclusive 

Growth (Sarath Chandran and Manju, 2010). There has been formidable challenges in financial 

inclusion  bridging the gap between the sections of society that are financially excluded within 

the ambit of the formal financial system, providing financial literacy and strengthening credit 

delivery mechanisms so as to impoverished the financial economic growth.(Anupama and 

Sumita,2013). Inclusive Growth Approach mainly focus on productive employment with the aim 

of increasing the income of excluded sections of the society.(Jaya Kumari Pandey, Abhishek and 

Rahul Rangen,2014). An equitable growth is vital for inclusive growth, which lead to sustainable 

growth. The situation demands a strong policy approach for financing the priority sector in India 

which brings a positive impact on Inclusive Growth. Therefore policy makers in general and 

Governments in particular should make efforts to induce bankers and financial institutions to 

strengthen their priority sector lending process (Vigneshwara Swamy,2010).The impact of 

Financial Inclusion efforts in the inclusive growth in India is impressible. By analyzing the most 

reliable data of the period from 1975 to 2007 using appropriate statistical techniques reveals that 

Bank Led Financial Inclusion has many advantages for Inclusive Growth (Vigneswara 

Swamy,2011).Though the banks are complying with RBI norms in terms of of no-frill account, 

kisan credit card, general purpose credit card, simplyfing KYC norms, but still a lot of effort is to 

be put in for financial inclusion progress(Ashima,2013). 

 

OBJECTIVES AND RELEVANCE OF THE STUDY 

As Indian development strategies basically rely on the socialistic pattern of society through 

economic growth with self reliance, social justice and alleviation of poverty the concept 

“Inclusive Growth” is not a new concept. One of the major objectives behind the formation of  
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Five Year Plans in India is to attain a high Growth Rate. As the economy achieved 5 percent 

growth rate p.a., after long years of hardship, the policy makers were more anxious about the 

inclusive growth aspect of Economics Development. As a result of this the 11th Five Year Plan 

mainly focussed on attaining inclusive growth with Sustainable development. Financial inclusion 

has been considered as the major step in fastening Inclusive Growth in the Economy. It is a very 

difficult task to bring financially excluded sections of society under the umbrella of Financial 

Inclusion, providing financial literacy and strengthening credit delivery mechanisms. A lot of 

Initiatives haven taken by the Government, Banks, Financial Institutions etc. for strengthening 

Financial Inclusion. Therefore the major objectives of this paper are:  

 

1. To analyze the Present scenario of Financial Inclusion and Inclusive Growth in India. 

2. To examine the extent of banking services in India.       

 

METHODOLOGY 

For analyzing such facts, data for the study has been gathered from secondary sources including 

report of RBI, NABARD, NSSO, Financial Access Survey of World Bank, books on financial 

inclusion and other articles written by eminent authors.  

 

FINANCIAL INCLUSION AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN INDIA 

        “Financial Inclusion may be defined as the process of ensuring access to financial services 

and timely and adequate credit where needed by vulnerable groups such as weaker sections and 

low income groups at an affordable cost.”(The Committee on Financial Inclusion, Chairman: Dr. 

C. Rangarajan).Financial inclusion helps to achieve sustainable development of the country by 

providing adequate financial services to the unreached people through financial institutions. 

Financial inclusion is an innovative concept in India, which makes alternative techniques to 

promote the banking habits of the rural people. 

                    Financial inclusion has gained much attention in recent time as India has adopted 

Inclusive growth as a part of economic planning .In every country in order to attain certain goals  
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effective steps  must be taken by both Government and Non-Government Organizations .As the 

Central Bank of India ,The Reserve Bank which is the most powerful monetary authority has 

already undertaken a large number of Financial Inclusion initiatives. These includes a 

combination of strategies ranging from provision of new products, relaxation of regulatory 

guidelines and other supportive measures to achieve sustainable and scalable Financial Inclusion.  

                  

  Table 1: India’s Position Compared with Other Countries 

                                            (Per 100,000  adults)                    (As per cent of GDP) 

Sl.No. Country No.of 

branches  

No.of ATMs Bank 

 Credit 

Bank 

deposits 

1 India 11.38 11.21 54.24 68.64 

2 Austria 15.94 115.38 31.22 28.93 

3 Brazil 47.26 118.60 42.42 45.97 

4 Canada 24.44 204.77 89.08 91.33 

5 France 38.83 109.00 40.41 34.85 

6 Malaysia 19.91 52.94 117.09 146.93 

7 Mexico 14.52 47.33 17.29 20.76 

8 Phillippines 8.13 19.31 20.94 41.00 

9 UAE 11.94 57.01 83.29 88.27 

10 Vietnam 3.18 21.16 111.88 119.67 

 

Source: World Bank, Financial Access Survey (2012) 

      

Table I reveals that out of selected 10 countries, India is having 11.38 number of branches 

possessing eighth place, 11.21 number of ATMs in tenth place, 54.24 bank credit in fifth place, 

68.64 bank deposit in fifth place compare with other nine countries. As a whole India’s position 

compare with other countries is on average. 
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Table 2: Progress of Financial Inclusion Plan as on March 31, 2012 

                    

Sl No. 

       

     Banking Outlets 

 

 

Amount 

 

1 Rural Branches 24,701 

2 BC Outlets 1,20,355 

3 Other models 2,478 

4 Total 1,47,534 

5 Total number of ‘No frill accounts’ 103.21 million 

6 Operations in NFA(2011-12) (Increase of 39.6%) 

7 Outstanding balance Rs 932.89 billion 

8 Overdrafts Rs 3.39 billion 

9 Transactions through ICT based BC 

outlets(2011-12) 

119.77 million 

10 Kisan Credit Card Rs 2.15 million 

11 General Credit Card  Rs 0.22 million 

 

Source: World Bank, Financial Access Survey (2012) 

There are 24,701 rural branches, 1, 20,355 BC outlets, 2,478 other modes, 1, 47,534 

total, 103.21 million total of ‘No frill accounts’, Increase of 39.6 per cent operation in NFA 

(2011-2012) Rs 932.89 billion outstanding balance, Rs 3.39 billion overdrafts, 119.77 million 

transactions through ICT based BC outlets, Rs 2.15 million KCC credit, Rs 0.22 million GCC 

credit were recorded as on March 31 2012. 
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      Table 3: Coverage of Banking Services in India.  

Sl. No. Region Current 

Account 

Savings 

Account 

Total 

Population 

Total number 

of accounts 

Total number 

of 

accounts(%) 

1 North 4215701 52416125 32676462 56631826 17.65 

2 North East 476603 6891081 38495089 7367684 2.3 

3 East 1814219 47876140 227613073 49690359 15.48 

4 Central 2202217 64254189 255713495 66456406 20.71 

5 West 3178102 49525101 149071747 52703203 16.42 

6 South 4666014 83386898 223445381 88052912 27.44 

 All India 16552856 304349534 1027015247 320902390 100 

Source: National Sample Survey Organisation (2012). 

Table 3 indicates that out of 320902390 total current account  and savings account of banking 

services 27.44 percent of total account in South India, 20.71 percent of total account in Central 

India, 17.65 percent of the total account in North India, 16.42 percent of total account in West 

India, 15.48 percent of total account in East India, 2.3 percent of the total account in North East 

India . So, it is concluded that major is in South India 

                Table 4:Region-wise Credit-Deposit Ratio: (1980-2010) 

REGION 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 

North 76.1 63.7 54.8 48.6 51.1 59.5 74.58 

North-East 35.6 48.9 51.7 35.6 28.1 35.0 34.42 

East 56.1 52.0 52.6 47.1 37.0 45.5 50.30 

Central 45.7 52.7 52.8 39.0 33.9 40.8 46.72 

West 70.5 79.9 74.0 63.2 75.4 83.5 77.75 

South 77.6 84.4 87.4 69.4 66.2 78.1 92.25 

Source: Statistical Table relating to Banking in India, RBI 

-75- 



Intellection: A bi-annual interdisciplinary research journal, Vol.III, No.II, July-December, 2015 

 Table 4 shows Region-wise Credit-Deposit Ratio from 1980-2010.Credit –Deposit Ratio 

highlights the amount of total credit out of total deposit. The table highlights that the Southern 

Region has high credit-deposit ratio as compared to other regions from the year 1980 to 1995.But 

in 2000 and 2005 credit-deposit was high in Western region. And again in 2010,Southern region 

has high credit-deposit ratio. 

Table 5: Progress of scheduled commercial banks on financial inclusion plan ( Amount in billion)                                                                                                        

Particulars March 2010 March 2011 March 2012 

Number of  BCs,BS agents deployed 33,042 57,329 95,767 

Number of Banking Outlets in villages with 

population above 2000 

27,353 54,246 82,300 

Number of Banking Outlets in villages with 

population less than 2000 

26,905 45,937 65,234 

Total number of Banking Outlets in villages of 

which 

(a)through branches 

(b)through BCs 

©through other 

54,258 

 

21,475 

32,684 

99 

1,00,183 

 

22,662 

77,138 

383 

1,47,534 

 

24,701 

1,20,355 

2,478 

No-frill accounts 

Number(million) 

Amount(billion) 

 

50.3 

42.6 

75.4 

57.0 

105.5 

93.3 

Overdraft availed in No-frill accounts 

Number(million) 

Amount(billion) 

 

 

0.1 

0.1 

 

0.5 

0.2 

 

1.5 

0.6 

Kisan Credit Card(KCC) 

Number of Accounts(million) 

Outstanding Amount(billion) 

 

 

15.9 

940.1 

 

18.2 

1237.4 

 

 

20.3 

1651.5 

General Purpose Credit Card(GCC) Number of 

Accounts(million) 

Outstanding Amount(billion) 

 

 

 

 

     

0.9 

25.8 

 

1.0 

27.3 

 

 

1.3 

1.6 

Source: Statistical Table relating to Banking in India, RBI 

-76- 



Dynamics of Financial Inclusion in India: An Overview                                                             

 

Table 5 shows the progress of Scheduled Commercial Banks on Financial Inclusion Plan for the 

last the last three years. It highlights that there is remarkable progress in the Scheduled 

Commercial Banks on Financial Inclusion Plan. 

CONCLUSION 

          In short it can be concluded that undoubtedly financial inclusion is playing a catalytic role 

for the economic and social development of society and to attain inclusive growth in India. 

Moreover it should be pointed the past trends in Financial Inclusion is satisfactory to certain 

extend and still there is a long road ahead to achieve the desired outcomes. According to K.C. 

Chakrabarty, Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India, “Even today the fact remains that nearly 

half of the Indian population doesn’t have access to formal financial services and are largely 

dependent on money lenders”.  

          To sum up, financial inclusion is the road that India needs to travel toward becoming a 

global player. Financial access will attract global market players to our country and that will 

result in increasing employment and business opportunities. Inclusive growth will act as a source 

of empowerment and allow people to participate more effectively in the economic and social 

process.  
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Abstract : In most of the Third world states including India, ethnic relations are securitized 

means viewed as a threat to the very existence of the state. This perception would have no or less 

room for an open debate about the merits of territorial federalism. Secession in the developing 

nations has often seen almost as a matter of life and death.  Promotion of federalism or 

autonomy in multi-ethnic states needs an alternative strategy to challenge the assumption that 

eliminating secession from the political agenda is the priority of state. Instead, state should 

promote democracy, human rights, justices and the well being of citizens. Paper argues that 

promoting territorial autonomy with recognition and accommodation of diversity in the multi-

ethnic setting would not only further democratise federalism but also reduces the likelihood of 

secession.  

Introduction   

Post-Cold War era ended the hostilities between the states but opens the gates of ethno-national 

conflicts world-wide. It is not confined to a particular area or region but stretch across the Third 

World to West. Nietschmann (1987) describes these kinds of intra-state conflicts as a Third 

World War, with continuously increasing number of affecting states. Modern democracies have 

developed a number of models for accommodating ethno-cultural diversity. One of the models is 

federal or quasi-federal forms of territorial autonomy to make self-government for ethnic 

minorities and indigenous groups. Federal or partial federal forms of territorial autonomy have 

been adopted in the multi-ethnic states as a means of accommodating national or ethnic 

minorities. Here, national minority means, any group have its own societies on basis of distinct 

history, culture or language and have a homeland prior to merge into a larger state because of 

colonialism or annexation in the past (Kymlicka, 2005, pp. 108-109). On the other hand, ethnic 

or cultural minority have no definite single territory but have distinct history and culture or 

language.   
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Federalism and Secession in Multi-national States  

   Empirical evidences suggest that even in most liberal setting, no state is able to maintain 

its neutrality in the treatment of different culture in a multi-cultural setting. Hence, state’s 

neutrality is a myth because its majority culture has always dominant in many activities. National 

minority group’s demands and assertion are mostly revolving around to maintain and run their 

institutions and secure their own cultural environment and language. Their demands were to 

maintain their own schools, customs and conventions, political institutions, and so on. To 

achieve these objectives, minority groups often demands some form of autonomy. At the 

extreme, depends on the severity as well as on the strength of the group, it may transformed into 

the struggle for secession from larger state, however, it encompasses largely on autonomy and 

accommodation within the broader notion of the nation-state.  

Historically, even a liberal democratic state tried to suppress the assertion of   minority 

nationalism more often, ruthlessly. For example, during eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 

Canada declared illegal for any political initiative by aboriginal groups to safeguard their culture 

or identity claims and when the United States occupied the Southwest territory from Mexico in 

1848, it banned Spanish language and institutions of Hispanics of that area and motivated large 

number of immigration into the area in order to made Hispanics outnumbered (ibid., p. 110). 

Such types of measures were used to disempowered national minorities and in many cases to 

eliminate their distinct identity and culture. Since ethnic minorities are different in many way 

from the majority, so the usual notion prevailed that they are not fully allegiance. Moreover, 

escalation in the economic development also needs access to extra lands and resources. It has 

been seen that land belongs to the ethnic and indigenous minority can easily be overtake by the 

state in the name of development. It was claimed that indigenous or minority peoples lacked 

developments and backward, thus it is in their own interests to assimilate into more progressive 

majority group.  

It is ever recognising that the suppression of minority assertion by the nation-state was 

mistaken. It means that when the state flippant on the sense of distinct identity, it would escalate 

rather mitigate the sense of subjugation of the minority ethnic groups (Gurr, 1993). System of 

democracy provides space to all kind of voices and it ensures the inclusiveness as well, so that it 
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inculcates a real sense of belongingness among the culturally distinct minorities of the multi-

national state. This adjustment of minority’s sentiments required recognition and accommodation 

not only at the provincial but also at national level through some kind of autonomy.  

Autonomy gives sharing of power to self-rule.  To circumventing the hurdles, federal 

system is being used by the many multi-national states. It helps in the establishment of political 

units at provincial as well as at local level, by giving the rights to control the day to day affaires 

of minority ethnic group. This kind of constitutional powers of self-government have been using 

by many states of the world to accommodate minority demands, for example, Canada for 

Québécois, Belgium for Flemish and Spain for Catalans and Basques. 

Federal system like United States is not as same as the system of multi-national territorial 

federation as the former one was not came into existence in response to multi-ethnic cultural 

assertions of various groups. Federal system of US does not accommodate various distinct ethno-

cultural grievances, often encompasses to get self-government and maintain cultural 

distinctiveness. As Kymlicka pointed out in the case of US, a deliberate decision was made not 

to use federalism to accommodate the self-government rights of national minorities. On the 

contrary, it was decided that no area would be made as a unit of state unless national minorities 

were outnumbered within that area (Kymlicka, 2005, p.111).  

American federal system is a form of administrative territorial federalism (ibid).  It is not 

an arrangement for multi-nation federalism. It divides powers among the single national 

community on the basis of their territorial units and the members this community are dominant 

within unites. This way of accommodating minority self-government is not sufficient and would 

not be sustainable for the mitigation of the aspirations of ethnic minorities in a multi-national 

setting. In a multi-nation federations system, boundaries of one or more units are formulated for 

the purpose to give rights to exercise self- government. Aforementioned type of territorial 

autonomy would give opportunity to national minorities to live and maintain their own 

institutions, such as, schools, universities, courts and local governing body. It also helps in the 

formulation of an inclusive notion of citizenship in which minority culture would also be 

considered as integral part of the broader national identity.    
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On the contrary, enforcement of homogeneity will produce only counter-productive. 

Similarly, notion of inclusive citizenship strongly advocates the accommodation of differences of 

various communities. As it was evident, emergence of many identity conflicts in many post-

colonial states were mostly revolved around the assertion of accommodation of the non-

negotiable basic human needs particularly related to the culture and security of their collective 

rights. Policy like ‘rainbow nation’ of South Africa has shown that it foster and conducive in the 

transformation of exclusive national identity to a more inclusive multi-cultural one.   

Though multi-nation territorial federations system is effective in terms of implementation 

of liberal values but still it has been seen that it has not been much successful in removing the 

rhetoric of   secession from the agenda of belligerents. In the age of mass media, members of 

secessionist groups are everywhere from social media to TV to newspapers. Even in some places 

conflicting parties and individuals are compete for the elected office and articulate their 

grievances from these platforms.   

However, many considered it as a flawed view as it leads to the escalation of demands 

from present demanding community as well as from other small communities. But there is no 

empirical evidence of this clam. It is an assumed notion that if the state tried to accommodate 

various claims and differences by the institutional arrangements, it would make state weak by 

creating dual or multiple allegiances (Mahajan, 2010 p.5).  

Allowing secessionists to compete for political office does not threaten any of the liberal values 

such as, peace, democracy, individual rights or mutual respect and so on. On the contrary, it is a 

step that put mutual trust and respect into secessionist groups and will remove hostile agendas 

that threatens these values. Suppressing political speeches and democratic rights with ever 

enhancement of surveillance may force secessionists to work underground. If the situation would 

go for a prolonged period, it might have transformed into more militant and violent conflict. 

Experiences from the multi-national states particularly from Western states has shown 

that mobilisation of secessionist party or groups at national level may actually slowdown the 

rhetoric of secession, for example, Scotland in UK and Québécois in Canada. On the other hand, 

secessionist activities escalates where, states with centralised federal structures uses structural 

measures to suppress minority grievances. Different cultures have always been co-existed and  
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respected side by side in many empires, such as Millet system of Ottoman Empire and in many 

other eastern civilizations. Different kinds of group have different histories, needs, aspirations 

and identities. Different groups face different kinds of challenges hence, require different kinds 

of accommodation policies. Therefore, accommodation of collective rights is a contextual 

phenomenon.  

Generally, today the idea of secession does not have much appeal and non acceptable by 

the majority nation. However, it is also argues that a democratic state cannot be held together by 

the suppression of democratic rights. At the same time, it is also true that no state ever accepts to 

shed its territory.  Even if it is ready, state bargain very hard over the terms of secession and if 

any foreign country tries to back such secession, state has a legitimate right to object the demand 

of such secession. Secession is widely viewed as an illegitimate whereas the acceptance of multi-

national federal structure could have national supports as it influenced by liberal values of 

democracy, individual liberty, peace and mutual respect. 

Here question arises can we use this model for the mitigation of political conflicts 

particularly in Third World context. It has been argued that states in the Third World are still in 

the nation-building process. Are these states can bear the risk of giving territorial autonomy to 

the conflicting groups which might subvert their endeavours of nation-building process? Post 

colonial states of Africa and Asia often resisted territorial autonomy as they fears of multiple 

allegiance, secession and state security. In many countries, majority– minority relations are 

securitised means viewed as a threat to the very existence of the state, which therefore justify 

repressive measures (Ole, 1995).  When ethnic relations become securitised in this way, states 

acts on the assumptions such as minorities are disloyal and use their lament and tactic to 

undermine genuine grievances. It is perceived that a Strong and stable state required a controlled 

minority groups and see ethnic assertions as a question of national security. These kinds of 

perception will not create any room for an open debate about the merits of democratic 

federalism. On the contrary, many national minorities of Third World have lost much of their 

autonomy than they had thirty or fifty years ago (e.g. Jammu & Kashmir). Consequently 

question of justice and equality between majority and minority became politicised.  
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A Case of India 

India has one sixth of the global population and has huge diversity of ethnic, religious and 

linguistic groups. India would be the good place for application of the territorial autonomy 

model. The constitution defines India as a ‘Union of States’ but it can be both unitary as well as 

federal according to the time and situation. However, in normal circumstances it works as a 

federal system. Federalism is defines as governance system based on the constitutionally 

guaranteed division of power between the centre and the states. Federalism provides for the 

checks and balances required for an institutionally sound system of shared rule. 

Seventh schedule of the constitution authorizes centre under certain situation, to legislate 

on any subject included in the state list. The role of the armed forces has been extended to 

provide security to the disturbed areas. Paramilitary forces under the central command are 

deployed in the interior of several states. However, the responsibility for providing law and order 

lies with police, a state subject. Legally, national parliament can unilaterally increase or diminish 

the size of any state. Also according to the certain provisions of the constitution of India, the 

centre of gravity has increasingly been tilting towards the union government in nearly all vital 

fields of policy making, including security, welfare and education. Most peril imposition of 

federal state powers came from the constitutional provision, which Ambedkar defined as a dead 

letter-that is, Presidential rule of Article 356. It authorized central government to dismiss any 

state government if and when the constitutional machinery is failed. This emergency power 

becomes the tool of central government to dismiss the state government which failed to promote 

the interest of the ruling parties at the centre (Sexena, 2006 p 124). Such kind of intrusion has 

consequently curtailed the true spirits of federalism.   

Since its independence, India has been facing armed rebellion and secessionism in north 

eastern part of India and Jammu & Kashmir. Outbreak of these violent conflicts has many 

factors; some are intertwine to each other. But the most prompted is when it violated the federal 

and democratic principle combine with the politicisation of ethnicity, hence, conflict become 

intractable (Chandhoke, 2006 p 8).  

As it discussed above models of territorial autonomy would not be acceptable and 

implemented unless and until the approach towards the ethnic issues will change from loyalty  
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and security to justice. Although, it is a time taking process but it could be done by developing 

the consensus among the majority political community that bestowing territorial autonomy in a 

process of rectifying the process of equality and justices. It would not necessarily lead to 

separatism. The point here is that if state allowed peoples living in their borders to constitute 

federal entities and meet their legitimate demands of self-rule in turn, ethnic groups would 

respect the territorial integrity of the state. It is practical terms of give-and-take formula.  

Democratic federalism reduces the likelihood of secession.  Ethnic community will find 

territorial autonomy an acceptable form of self-government if they have right to debate about 

their future from autonomy to secession. Prohibiting the mobilisation of conflicting groups might 

futile the whole process and also considered as undemocratic and illiberal, consequently, 

counter-productive.  

 

Conclusion  

For the promotion of territorial autonomy in a multi-national state, we need to alter the 

assumption that eliminating secession from the political agenda should be put in priority of the 

state. Priority should be to promote democracy, human rights, justice and well being of citizens 

(Opalski & Kymlicka 2001). Violent conflicts do not occur where identities compete with each 

other but the state fails to provide the institutional basis for negotiation and accommodation of 

minorities’ aspirations.  Federalism in India has a mixed record in accommodating the demands 

of various nations living in the different units. It lacked in building bridges across the 

communities.  The fear perception of secession and accepting it as a fact of multi-national polity 

will enhance the country’s functional democracy. Consequently, it provides space for political 

dissent and respecting civil liberties and human rights. 
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Abstract: Common lands, especially forests, contributes a lot to the rural economy in terms 

of providing food, fodder and fuel for the daily uses of the poor people. In most of the forest-

bound economies, poor people play an important role in food gathering and fodder collection. 

Degradation of such common lands makes these poor rural people to spend longer hours in 

resource collection which affects their time allocation to other household activities. This paper 

analyses the inter-relationships between environment and poverty in the rural forest villages of 

Tinsukia district during 2007-2012. 

This paper reveals how the environmental degradation in the rural forest villages 

of Tinsukia district has an adverse impact on the family members of the rural households, not 

only in terms of reduced time for leisure and other domestic activities but also in terms of 

increased number of drop-out rates of the school going children. 

Thus, this paper shows the need for building a natural resource conservation and 

management structure so that the condition and quality of life of the rural folks can be improved 

by addressing the problems in terms of additional work load and education. 

 

Keywords: Environmental degradation, Poverty, Resource collection, Quality of life. 

 

Introduction 

The world ‘Environment’ is a global resource; sustaining life for all of us and 

hence it needs to be preserved. But, the concern for environmental quality and environmental 

resources was treated as being the pre-occupation of rich industrial countries in a few years back 

with the belief that such resources were luxury goods and gained importance only when income  
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was high. Developing countries were, on the other hand, regarded as having fewer environmental 

and resource problems because, their traditional technology and institutions were more 

environmentally benign and eco-friendly and because, they had not yet adopted a materialistic 

style of life. 

The term ‘environment’ has been used in the context of our climate and issues 

such as pollution control, effluent treatment, and climate change issues etc. Common Property 

Resources (CPRs) like forest is considered one of the major issues of environment-poverty 

linkage in rural context as poor are highly dependent on forests for their livelihoods. Forests 

provide many things to the rural people but due to the lack of control by any powerful authority, 

open access resources (e.g. pastoral lands, government forest etc.) are being over exploitation. 

Degradation of environmental resources affects some people more than others. In 

developing countries, people have traditionally recognized the dependence of human survival on 

the existence of forests. Communities adjacent to forest are directly dependent on the forests for 

their sustenance, while for others it provides food and livelihood through water and soil 

conservation and supplies of fodder and manure. In most forest bound economies, poor people 

play a primary role. They are involved in food gathering and fodder collection and in 

rejuvenating forests through indigenous conservation practices. However, commercial interest 

has worked havoc and the forests have been reduced to merely a source of timber. 

Environmental resources provide important inputs into the livelihoods of poor 

people and contribute to their well-being through various opportunities. On one hand, the 

unsustainable destruction of forests causes much misery to the poor, both directly and indirectly 

and on the other hand, excess use of common forests for fuel wood increases resource collection 

times of the people, thus decreasing the time that individuals can devote to other productive 

activities which in turn impose welfare costs in terms of lower incomes. 

Relevance of the study 

Degradation of environmental resources affects some people more than others. 

Though impacts are felt irrespective of socio-economic differences, the severity of impacts may 

differ with socio-economic conditions and the poor obtain livelihood from their local 

environment. In developing countries, people have traditionally recognized the dependence of  
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human survival on the existence of forests. Communities adjacent to forest are directly 

dependent on the forests for their sustenance, while for others, it provides food and livelihood 

through water and soil conservation and supplies of fodder and manure. 

Environmental resources provide important inputs into the livelihoods of poor 

people and contribute to their well-being through various opportunities. For instance, in most 

regions, poor people live in rural areas and tend to rely directly or indirectly on natural systems 

for income generation. The very poor are often landless labourers who depend on various natural 

resources for subsistence and income generation, collects fuelwood and fodder from the nearby 

forest areas as a means to support their standard of living. 

It is thus apprehended that as the environment and resource availability degrades, 

the time spent on collection of resources such as fuel wood, fodder biomass etc. also increases, 

thereby; the welfare of poor people is affected the most. In this regard, case study of forest 

dwellers of Tinsukia District is presented here to have an insight of the above facts. 

 

Profile of the study 

Tinsukia is located in the upper part of Assam. The total geographical area of 

Tinsukia district is 3790 square km out of which about 48% comes under reserve forest. There 

are three forest divisions (Tinsukia division, Digboi division and Doomdoma division) having 

altogether 1138 villages in Tinsukia district but only 20 villages are adjacent to the forest 

divisions (15 villages adjacent to Digboi division, 2 villages adjacent to Tinsukia division and 3 

villages adjacent to Doomdoma divisions). This means that only these 20 villages lie at a 

distance of five km from the forests (according to Digboi Forest Division, Digboi, 2012). 

 

Objectives 

a)  To investigate the effects of environmental degradation on poor people’s time allocation 

decisions. 

b) To examine the fortune of children due to change in the time required for environmental 

resource collection by the members in a family. 
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Hypotheses 

1. There has been no significant change in total time required for environmental resource 

collection due to environmental degradation in the households during the period 2007-

2012.  

2. Resource availability does not affect time allocation decision of the households. 

 

Methodology 

This study has been based on both primary and secondary data. Secondary data 

like the name of forest village, name of forest range, number of households, number of 

population etc has been collected from governmental documents, NGOs etc. The primary data 

has been collected with the help of an interview schedule through personal interview. 

There are about 4725 households in the forest area of Tinsukia District, out of 

which 4122 households exist in the Digboi Division, only 85 households exist in the Doomdoma 

Division and the rest 518 households exist in the Tinsukia Division. This study is based on 10% 

sample of the total population, so 10% of total 4725 population, i.e., approximately 472 samples 

has been collected proportionately from the three forest divisions. This comes to approximately 

412 households from Digboi Division, 8 households from Doomdoma Division and 52 

households from Tinsukia Division which covers the period from 2007-2012. 

In order to capture the significant change in the total time required for resource 

collection in the households, a comparison has been made between the total time devoted by the 

members for family before five years and after five years. To examine the impact of resource 

availability on time allocation decision of the households, we have shown how with the change 

in the time devoted by the male as well as the female members for resource collection has 

influenced their working hours within the house. For calculating the working hours within the 

house we have excluded the time spent for resource collection and leisure time from the total 

time. In order to estimate the fortune of children, a comparison between the proportions of 

children going to school before five years and after five years have been made. 

For testing the hypotheses, the present study has applied multiple regression 

model and Z-test. 
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Analysis of the Study 

In order to know the extent of the dependence of the poor on environment in 

Tinsukia District of Assam and how due to environmental degradation, those poor folk who are 

the main collectors of environmental resources from the forests are affected, we have set the 

following hypotheses: 

Hypothesis 1:  There has been no significant change in total time required for 

environmental resource collection in the households during the period 2007--2012. 

In order to measure the impact of environmental degradation on the time 

allocation decisions of the rural poor residing near the forests of Tinsukia district, we have 

followed Z-distribution as specified below:- 

 

Table 1:- Time taken by the family members for resource collection before and after five 

years 

Paired Samples Statistics Mean 
No. of 

observations 

Std. 

Deviation 
Std. Error Mean 

Time required by family 

members for resource 

collection after 5 years 

2.9206 466 .5885 0.02726 

Time required by family 

members for resource 

collection before 5 years 

 

1.5891 

 

466 

 

.3198 

 

 

0.01481 

 

Source: Field survey. 

From the above table of paired sample statistics, if we compare the mean values 

of the time taken by the family members of the household after five years and before five years, 

we can see that the time taken by the family members of the household after five years is higher 

than the time taken by the family members before five years. 
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Table 2:- Difference in time taken by family members for resource collection before and 

after five years 

 

Source: Field survey 

 

From the above paired samples Z-test, we can see that the mean value of the 

difference between the time taken by the family members for resource collection after five years, 

i.e., in 2012 and before five years, i.e., in 2007, is 1.332. The standard deviation is 0.476; the 

number of observation is 466 while the degree of freedom is 465. The value of Z-distribution of 

our objective is found to be 60.339 relative to the standard error of 0.022 which is much greater 

than the critical value, i.e., 1.97 at 5% level of significance. 

Since we know that if the sig. (2-tailed) value is less than or equal to 0.05 we can 

conclude that there is a statistically significant difference between the two paired values and 

since the Sig. (2-Tailed) value in our objective is 0.000 which is less than 0.05, so we can 

conclude that rural family members after five years have to spent significantly more hours for 

resource collection than they use to before five years, thereby rejecting our first null hypothesis. 

Hypothesis 2: Resource availability does not affect time allocation decision of 

the households. 

In order to see the impact on the total working time devoted by the members of the 

household within the house due to the change in the availability of resources, we have 

formulated a multiple regression model given as below:- 
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Pair Sample Test Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

Std. 

Error 
Z-value Df 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

Time taken by the family 

members for resource 

collection after five years 

– 

Time taken by the  family 

members for resource 

collection before five 

years 

1.332 0.476 0.022 60.339 465 0.000 
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Wi = β0 + β1MT1 + β2FT2 + ui 

where,   Wi = Change in total working hours within the house, β1MT1 = Male’s additional time 

for resource collection, β1FT2 = Female’s additional time for resource collection,ui= Random 

error term and i=1, 2, 3… . . . 466 as we covered 466 households 

Table 3: Impact on the total working time devoted by the male and female members of the 

household within the house due to increased time for resource collection 

Variables coefficients Std. error T value Sig. 

(Constant) -.157 .009 -1.72 0.050 

Male’s additional time for 

resource collection 

-.101 .025 -13.82 0.000 

Female’s additional time for 

resource collection 

-.905 .007 -86.11 0.000 

Number of Observation = 466 

R- Square = 0.88, F – value = 72.60 

Based on the above results, we fitted the following regression lines:- 

Wi = -0.157 - 0.101(MT1) - 0.905(FT2) 

From the above equation and table, it has been seen that the male members’ 

additional time for resource collection and the female members’ additional time for resource 

collection has a negative relation with the change in total working hours devoted by the members 

of the family within the house. But we can see that with the increase in the time spent by both the 

male and female members for resource collection, there has been a reduction in the working 

hours of both the male and female members within the house but this burden falls more heavily 

on the female members than the male members of the house.This means that with the reduction 

of the availability of environmental resources, female members of the household who have to 

reduce their time from other useful household activities and leisure and give that time for 

environmental resource collection and sometime school going children are also drop-out from 

school to help their parents in this work. 
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The estimated model fits good as it is revealed from the high value of F (72.60) 

which is also significant at 5%. However the value of R
2
 is 0.88 implying 88% variation in the 

dependent variable i.e., change in total working hours within the households is explained by the 

explanatory variables, i.e., male’s additional time for resource collection and female’s additional 

time for resource collection. Thus, we can conclude by rejecting our second null hypothesis on 

the ground that resource availability does affect time allocation decision of the households 

during the period of 2007-2012. 

Findings of the Study 

a) There has been heavy environmental degradation in the forest areas of Tinsukia district and 

such degradation has ultimately resulted in increasing collection time for resources. 

b) With the increase in the total time required for resource collection, the distribution of time 

devoted for this purpose has affected the female members more than the male members of the 

sample households. 

c) The increased time spent for resource collection has made the female members of the sample 

households to devote less time for leisure and other domestic activities. 

c) With the increase in environmental degradation, the drop-out rate of the school going children 

has increased from 2007 to 2012. This is mainly due to the fact that when time spent for resource 

collection by family members of the sample households increases, these children have to stay 

back home to help their parents either in domestic works or in resource collection activities. 

Conclusion 

This study contributes to a better understanding of the linkages between poverty and 

environment. For instance, it is believed that as the environment is degraded, poor are primarily 

responsible for resource collection will spend more time in this activity—time that could have been better 

spent in other important income-earning activities. Again, this study demonstrates that if scarcity leads to 

spend more time in collecting natural resources, then improved natural resource management could 

alleviate poverty by making more time available for income-generating activities. Moreover, an increase 

in the collection time may force children to drop out of school in order to assist their parents in household 

and other chores, which would in turn hinder their education. Hence, it is possible that improvement in 

the natural resource base may give these children more time for education. 
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This analysis seeks to inform that the policy debate on whether, and to what 

extent, improved natural resource management—e.g., reforestation etc.—can alleviate poverty 

by affecting the time allocation decisions by households. A paper jointly produced by World 

Bank, UNDP, DFID, and European Commission states that “tackling environmental degradation 

is an integral part of lasting and effective poverty reduction” (World Bank, 2002). This study too 

supports the view that natural resource management should be mainstreamed into poverty 

alleviation efforts. That is, if households spend less time in leisure and other necessary activities 

due to scarcity of natural resources, then an improvement in the natural resource base is most 

necessary which is particularly true in the case of firewood and fodder where our sample 

households spend increased time in collection during scarcity. Therefore, this study makes a 

noteworthy contribution in pointing out the importance of building natural resource conserving 

structures that would help the rural poor to lessen their suffering and ultimately to increase their 

quality of life and as a whole increase the condition of the poor by highlighting the problem both 

in terms of additional work load and education. 
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 Abstract: Situated in the Morigaon district of Assam, the erstwhile kingdom of Mayang is 

today one of the important development blocks in the state. The area borders Darrang in the 

North and Kamrup (Metro) in the South West and lies on the banks of the rivers Brahmaputra 

and the Kolong. Mayang is perhaps best known as the ‘land of black magic and witchcraft’. 

Different shrines of the area give a clear description about the spiritual environment of the area.  

Religion is an organized collection of beliefs, cultural systems, and world views that relate 

humanity to an order of existence. It is a set of beliefs, dogmas and practices which define the 

relations between human being and divinity. The Mantras or spells were practiced in Mayang 

for different purposes. Mantra means a sacred utterance, numinous sound, or a syllable, word, 

phonemes, or group of words believed by some to have psychological and spiritual power. 

Mantra may or may not be syntactic or have literal meaning; the spiritual value of mantra comes 

when it is audible, visible, or present in thought. They were used to scare away devils and evil 

spirits who were supposed to be the cause of human ailments, to cure snake bite, to remove the 

bad effect of dreams, to secure release from misfortune, to protect the fields from the evil eye, for 

the prosperity of the home and the harvest, and for a hundred and one other purposes. Some 

important mantras of Mayang are the Sapardharani-mantra (Snake-catching charm), Karati-

mantra, Sarvadhak-mantra, Kamaratna-mantra, Bhutar-mantra, Khetra-mantra etc. These 

mantras may not have much literary value, but they are important as documents of popular 

beliefs and superstitions. 
 

Key Words:  Magic, Spell, manuscript, shrine 

Introduction: 

Situated in the Morigaon district of Assam, the erstwhile kingdom of Mayang is today one of the 

important development blocks in the state. The area borders Darrang in the north and Kamrup 

(Metro) in the south-west and lies on the banks of the rivers Brahmaputra and the Kolong. 

Mayang is perhaps best known as the ‘land of black magic and witchcraft’ Legends trace the 

history of Mayang kingdom to a Karbi youth named Sunyta Singha, who is said to have left his 

native place and arrived at Mayang where the people accepted him as king due to his  

* Research Scholar, Department of History, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam 

 

-96- 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belief_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_view


The Shrines of Mayang: A Study Based on the Archaeological Remains and Mantraputhis 

  

extra- ordinary qualities. According to another version the ancestors of Mayang migrated from 

Maibong in Manipur.  Interestingly, even today the traditional healers viz; bez and kabiraz play a 

crucial role in the lives of the people. The coming of the Brahmanas and gradual absorption of 

Saktism, Saivisism etc by the people brought about changes in the tradition and society of 

Mayang. There are images of Hara Gauri in Mayang which indicates prevalence of tantricism in 

its religious history. The Archaeological Survey of India, Guwahati has conducted excavations 

which reveal that Mayang is rich in archaeological relics and artefacts. Swords and sharp 

weapons that resemble tools used for human sacrifice (narabali) were discovered and are traced 

to the Ahom period. The Mayong Central Museum and Emporium has preserved artefacts such 

as swords and pots that are believed to have been used in mysterious black magic rituals. The 

manuscripts called ‘Mantraputhis’ provide details on black magic practices. There are 

innumerable mantras such as Luki mantra (for disappearing from human sight), Murarbikhar 

mantra (for curing headache), Bhut bakhikaran mantra (for control over ghost) etc. Still exist in 

the area.  Magic and superstition are central to the religious beliefs and practices of the people.  

The mantras were handed down by word of mouth; though some have also been preserved in 

written form. 

The availability of different shrines in the area reveals that religion plays a crucial role in the 

spiritual life of the people of Mayang since early period. The mantraputhis and archaeology 

plays a pivotal role to reconstruct the religious life of Mayang. 

Objective: 

The objective of the paper is to discuss about different shrines of Mayang which dominates the 

spiritual life of the area in the light of the archaeological remains and the available mantraputhis. 

Methodology: 

The methodologies applied in this paper are survey & interview method. Regarding source 

material both, primary and secondary data are consulted. 

Religion- A General Concept: 

 Every human society finds ways to develop sustain and intensify, in its members, the intention 

to keep the unity of normal life. One of these ways is religion.  Religion around the world and  
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throughout time have included a vital visual dimension – whether it is icons to contemplate, 

sacred diagrams used in ritual, powerful objects charged with the capacity to protect or heal, the 

creation of sacred spaces, or the use of clothing, vestments or liturgical objects in worship. 

Because human beings relies heavily on sight for information about their worlds, images of 

different kinds have always played an important role in the design of religious spaces and rites 

and in the daily practices of the devout .Art historians, anthropologists, archaeologists and 

historians of religion have long noted the significance of images in religious life.
1
 A religion is 

an organized collection of beliefs, cultural systems, and world views that relate humanity to an 

order of existence. It is a set of beliefs, dogmas and practices which define the relations between 

human being and divinity. Many religions have narratives, symbols, and sacred histories that are 

intended to explain the meaning of life and/or to explain the origin of life or the Universe . 

Religion may be regarded as a cultural tool by means of which man has been able to 

accommodate himself to his experiences in his total environment.
2
 The practice of a religion may 

also include rituals, sermons, commemoration or veneration of a deity, gods or goddesses, 

sacrifices, festivals, feasts, trance, initiations, funerary services, matrimonial services, 

meditation, prayer, music, art, dance, public service or other aspects of human culture. Religions 

may also contain mythology. The word religion is sometimes used interchangeably with faith, 

belief system or sometimes set of duties; however, in the words of Émile Durkheim, religion 

differs from private belief in that it is "something eminently social". Further, the priests 

constitute a class of holy persons trained in the art of performing ritual: they preserve the 

religious tradition and customs
3
. 

Contents and Different Usage of Mantras: 

Mantras or spells were practiced for different purposes. They were used to scare away devils and 

evil spirits who were supposed to be the cause of human ailments, to cure snakebite, to remove 

the bad effect of dreams, to secure release from misfortune, to protect the fields from the evil 

eye, for the prosperity of the home and the harvest, and for a hundred and one other purposes. 

Significant among these mantra-puthis are the following: Sapardharani-mantra (Snake-catching 

charm), Karati-mantra, Sarvadhak-mantra, Kamaratna-mantra, Bhutar-mantra, Khetra-mantra;  
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 the list might easily be extended. It may not have much literary value, but they are important as 

documents of popular beliefs and superstitions. Mantra means a sacred utterance, numinous 

sound, or a syllable, word, phonemes, or group of words believed by some to have psychological 

and spiritual power. Mantra may or may not be syntactic or have literal meaning; the spiritual 

value of mantra comes when it is audible, visible, or present in thought. Earliest mantras were 

composed in Vedic times by Hindus in India, and those are at least 3000 years old. Mantras serve 

a central role in the tantric school of Hinduism. In this school, mantras are considered equivalent 

to deities, a sacred formula and deeply personal ritual, and considered to be effective only after 

initiation. The Mantraputhis found at Mayang were written in different periods of time. Only in 

some of the mantraputhis there is reference about the period in which has been written. 

Therefore, the materials were selected from the available options in any specific period of time. 

The bark of the Sanchi tree and paper was used for writing the Mantras. Some of the 

mantraputhis are written in the papers used by the revenue department of the government. Some 

of the mantraputhis are not in a complete form. The language of the Mantraputhis is old 

Assamese. The scripts used were Kaithali, Bamunia and modern Assamese. Presently, around 

fifty mantraputhis are preserved in the Mayang Central Museum and Emporium and rest of them 

are scattered in different villages of the area under individual ownership. A large section of the 

mantraputhis got preventive treatment performed by Field Lab., Srimanta Sankardeva 

Kalakshetra, Panjabari, Guwahati-37 and National Mission for Manuscripts, New Delhi.  

The mantraputhis gives us a detailed description about the spiritual environment of the area. 

Further, the temples and shrines scattered in the area helps us to draw a conclusion about the 

religious life of the area. 

Shrines that Represents the Influence of Saktism: 

Saktism is the cult of worshipping a female goddess as the chief deity. This deity is variously 

called Devi, Durga, Kali, Kalika, Uma, Kamakhya, Tara, Candi, Camunda, Vindhyavasini, 

Sakambhari, and so on. Different names imply diverse manifestations or aspects of the same 

goddess
4
. It is believed that king Naraka of Pragjyotishpura was the first follower of the cult

5
. 

The mantraputhis of Mayang contains the names like Gauri, parvati, Gusani, Kamakhya etc  
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which indicates that the people of the area were familiar with these forms. The origin of worship 

'Shakti' at Kamakhya is associated with the legend of Sati, who was the wife of the ascetic god 

Shiva and daughter of the Puranic god-king Daksha. Kamakhya is mentioned in the Kalika 

Purana as the most important goddess of Tantric worship, and is referred to in the text as 

Mahamaya, the "great goddess of illusion", who takes on many forms depending on her mood. 

Devotees also call her Kameshwari ("beloved goddess of desire"), and consider her a form of 

Maha Tripura Sundari.  For instance the Raj Muhini or Sabha Muhini mantra (used for 

fascination in public assemblies) found at Mayang refers the name of the goddess Kamakhya 

which was an important tantric goddess as follows: 

“Rajak muhilu Prajak muhilu Muhilu Sabhasd Luk…… 

Kamrup Kamakhya Ma Hung Hung Swaha Pha 

Muhini muhini Raj muhini….” 

 

Besides the mantraputhis found in the area the archaeological remains scattered in the area also 

indicates about the popularity of Saktism in the area. In the top of the Kachasila hill we can find 

two rock cut umalingana images. Moreover, similar rock cut umalingana image was discovered 

at the Parboti than of Chanaka on the bank of the river Brahmaputra. Further, similar umalingana 

image has been discovered at the village Burhamayang by the side of the Mayang hill. There is 

another yonipeetha situated by the side of the Mayang hill near the village Jhargaon. Besides, 

there is an Aai than at the village Hatimuria and one Kechaikhati at the village Rajamayang. 

Goddess Parvati is often referred to as a symbol of love and devotion. She is one of the many 

forms of Sakti and is revered and worshipped by millions of people all over the world for her 

supreme power and beauty. Goddess Parvati is known to have two forms. While she is calm and 

serene in one form she is depicted in an aggressive posture when she sets out to defeat the evil 

forces. Goddess Durga, Kali and Chandi are the various forms where she has an aggressive 

personality with weapons in her hands and anger in her eyes. She is known to complement Lord 

Shiva perfectly in all aspects of life. 
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 Shrines with the Elements of Saivism: 

The worship of Siva seems to have been in vogue in ancient Kamrupa from great antiquity 
6
. 

http://www.sanatansociety.com/indian_art_galleries/pieter_weltevrede/pw_go_shiva02_painting.htm

Siva is the god of the yogis, self-controlled and celibate. Lord Siva is the destroyer of the world, 

following Brahma the creator and Vishnu the preserver, after which Brahma again creates the 

world and so on. Different names of siva were frequently used in different mantraputhis found in 

the area. The Rudrakarati mantra, Dharani mantra, Hara kata mantra, Bandhani mantra 

contains the name of siva. His name was frequently uttered in the mantras to achieve the desired 

result. It indicates that siva and his different names were known to the people of the area. The 

Muhini mantra ( used for fascination) refers about Siba as follows: 

“Muhoni Muhoni Sankor Muhoni… 

Muhoni marilu moi dai nadhoribi toi….. 

Sankarak muhilu, Vishnuk muhilu muhilu tridashakutideu…” 

 

The siva temples found in the area refers that saivism was prevalent in the area. The Kalika 

purana, a work of the tenth century devoted mainly to the Sakti cult informs that the places 

sacred to the deity Siva far outnumber the spots sacred either the Devi or to Vishnu
7
. Moreover, 

people used to believe that it is easy to get the grace of Siva
8
. The siva temple found at the top of 

the Kachasila hill indicates the dominance of the faith in the area. Further, there is a Burha burhi 

(Mahadev- Parvati) than at the top of a hillock which indicates about the popularity of the cult in 

the area from very early times.  All that has a beginning by necessity must have an end. In 

destruction, truly nothing is destroyed but the illusion of individuality. Thus the power of 

destruction associated with Lord Shiva has great purifying power, both on a more personal level 

when problems make us see reality more clearly, as on a more universal level. Destruction opens 

the path for a new creation of the universe, a new opportunity for the beauty and drama of 

universal illusion to unfold. While of course many Hindu deities are associated with different 

paths of yoga and meditation, in Shiva the art of meditation takes its most absolute form. In 

meditation, not only mind is stopped, everything is dropped. In deep meditation or even the 

object of the meditation (like a mantra) is transformed into its formless essence, which is the 

essence of everything and everyone. Lord Shiva is conceived in his unborn, invisible form as the  

-101- 

http://www.sanatansociety.com/indian_art_galleries/pieter_weltevrede/pw_go_shiva02_painting.htm
http://www.sanatansociety.com/indian_art_galleries/pieter_weltevrede/pw_go_shiva02_painting.htm
http://www.sanatansociety.org/hindu_gods_and_goddesses/brahma.htm
http://www.sanatansociety.org/hindu_gods_and_goddesses/vishnu.htm


Intellection: A bi-annual interdisciplinary research journal, Vol.III, No.II, July-December, 2015 

 

 Shiva Lingam. The Lingam represents the male creative energy of Shiva. The phallus is not 

worshipped as such, but through it Shiva is worshipped as the supreme consciousness. The Siva 

temple at Kachasila (Mayang) with this feature signifies the popularity of the cult in the spiritual 

life of the area. 

Shrines with the Elements of Vaishnavism: 

Vaishnavism is the cult of worshiping Vishnu as the principal deity in any one of his different 

forms. It was prevalent in Assam from very early times. Vaishnavism was established in Assam 

at a time when Sun worship and Brahmanical cult made significant progress. Pragjyotisha had 

long been associated with Vishnu worship
9
. Archaeological remains and icons of the deity 

indicate that Vaishnavism prospered from 5
th

 century onwards in our state. 

Krishna is the eighth incarnation of the god Vishnu in Hinduism. The stories of Krishna appear 

across a broad spectrum of Hindu philosophical and theological traditions. They portray him in 

various perspectives: a God-child, a prankster, a model lover, a divine hero, and the Supreme 

Being. The principal scriptures discussing Krishna's story are the Mahabharata, the Harivamsa, 

the Bhagavata Purana, and the Vishnu Purana. Different incarnations of like Vishnu like 

Krishna, Narasimha, Baraha are frequently mentioned in the mantraputhis. For instance the 

Newli Mantra (used for getting relief from pain) starts with the name of Lord Sri Krishna: 

“Srikrisnai namu anadie srazila 

Newli Mantra Bhandari voila. 

Langa surbur duikaan ji ussari bede bulibako loila....” 

 

Further, one particular mantraputhi was termed as Narasimhamantra which indicates that people 

were aware about different incarnations of Visnu. Presently, there is one Narasimha temple at the 

village Hiloikhunda on the bank of the river Brahmaputra and a Vishnu temple at Kajolichowki 

at the confluence of river Brahmaputra and Kalong. Generally, Krishna is pictured with his gopi-

consort Radha. Manipuri Vaishnavas do not worship Krishna alone, but as Radha Krishna, a 

combined image of Krishna and Radha. Regional variations in the iconography of Krishna are 

seen in his different forms, such as Jaganatha of Odisha, Vithoba of Maharashtra and Shrinathji  
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in Rajasthan. The earliest text to explicitly provide detailed descriptions of Krishna as a 

personality is the epic Mahabharata which depicts Krishna as an incarnation of Vishnu. Different 

incarnations of Vishnu are quite frequently find mention in the mantraputhis of the area which 

refers about the prevalence of the cult in the area. 

The Shrines of Ganesha: 

Ganesha, also known as Ganapati and Vinayaka is a widely worshipped deity in the Hindu 

pantheon. Generally, the images of Ganesha are found in the premises of other temples in 

Assam. But there never developed a cult of Ganapati in Assam
10

. The rock cut images of 

Ganesha was found at Baha (on the bank of the river Kalong), at the village Sanaka (on the bank 

of the river Brahmaputra), at the village Hatimuria (on the bank of the river Brahmaputra), at the 

village Gobhali (by the side of the Mayang hill), at the village Jhargaon (by the side of the 

Mayang hill). Interestingly, there is a spring
11

 of water by the side of the Ganesha murti at 

Jhargaon and the people use to believe that if they put water at the image, rain will fall definitely. 

Ganesha is widely revered as the remover of obstacles, the patron of arts and sciences and the 

deva of intellect and wisdom. As the god of beginnings, he is honoured at the start of rituals and 

ceremonies. Ganesha is also invoked as patron of letters and learning during writing sessions. 

Several texts relate mythological anecdotes associated with his birth and exploits and explain his 

distinct iconography. One popular way Ganesha is worshipped is by chanting a Ganesha 

Sahasranama, a litany of "a thousand names of Ganesha". Each name in the sahasranama 

conveys a different meaning and symbolises a different aspect of Ganesha. Ganesha has been 

represented with the head of an elephant since the early stages of his appearance in Indian art. 

The name of Ganesha is often found in the pages of the mantraputhis preserved in the area which 

indicates about the popularity of deity in the area. 

Conclusion: 

The above discussion shows that the shrines play an important role in the spiritual life of the 

people of Mayang since early period. The mantraputhis and the archaeology play a pivotal role 

to reconstruct the religious life of Mayang. During my field survey I found that some families are 

not interested to share the mantraputhis with others as they consider them as quite sacred
12

.  
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 Further, a large section of the mantraputhis from the area was destroyed in the river because of 

the prevailing believe that they (i.e. mantraputhis) may bring misfortune to the family if they are 

not kept under proper care and protection
13

. Moreover, the natural calamities like flood played a 

major role towards the destruction of the mantraputhis as the area is situated in a flood prone 

zone
14

.Prominent scholar Dr. N.N. Bhattacharya opined that in tantrikism, maithuna mudra is an 

important ritual, therefore the existence of the umalingana images of the area may indicate about 

the dominance of that cult in the society. 
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Abstract: We get to know what is happening around us through media and in this way our 

perception of the world is shaped and determined by the media. Media as the watchdog of 

society has a vital role in creating awareness by highlighting cases of violence happening 

against women and by forming public opinion can lead a way forward for proper policy 

implementation to guarantee safety and security to women in their day-to-day life. The present 

study is undertaken with the objective to examine the coverage of issues related to violence 

against women as represented by print media. For this, content analysis of two daily newspapers 

having wide circulation in North-East region is undertaken to make a comparative analysis of 

the two dailies on their nature of coverage related to issues of violence against women. The 

study also attempts to find out how much importance is given to such issues by the sample 

newspapers by analyzing placement of stories on front page and inside pages. Also the study 

endeavours to find out the common types of atrocities that women are subjected to and who the 

perpetrators are. Other important details about the age and profile of the victim and perpetrator 

along with the place of occurrence of such violence against women are studied in the light of the 

publication of such news reports in the selected newspapers. The researcher is optimistic that the 

findings of the study will provide a new dimension in understanding the issue of violence against 

women.  

Introduction 

It is a common perception in India that the media do not address serious issues about exploitation 

and unethical treatment of women in different areas but is more interested in reporting sex 

related incidents by way of sensationalizing news of atrocities on women. It is alleged that media 

is not very sympathetic in highlighting women issues rather it is far more interested in politics 

and celebrity gossips. There exists an intense interrelationship between mass media, public  
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opinion and policy makers that means the way an issue is covered can have legal and political 

ramifications. It is true that mass media in India has brought to light many incidents of crime or 

violence against women but as a convention women’s problems never figure on the front page of 

a newspaper unless it is a gruesome murder or a heinous case of rape. Newspapers in most of the 

cases shed their responsibility by giving a token coverage of women’s atrocities either in 

women’s page or any of the inside pages. Serious and in-depth reporting on such cases of 

violence against women can hardly be found in most of the mainstream newspapers. This may be 

due to the lack of sensitivity to women in general and their problems. Media is the mirror of 

society and as newspapers are the cheapest and easily accessible source of news, most of the 

people rely on and believe what is printed in newspaper. Thus people get to know about their 

society through newspaper reporting and knowledge and perception of the world around us is 

almost shaped by this medium. This medium has so much power to set agendas and mobilize 

public opinion to press government in formulating proper policies for the betterment of society. 

Jessica Lal case is a unique example towards social obligation of media.  

Violence against women is a case of human rights violation. It needs proper attention from 

people, society and government. Statistics show that women in India are assaulted and 

victimized in many ways every now and then. Not all times the perpetrators are unknown 

persons but near and dear ones. But the way such incidents of violence are reported by the 

newspapers, it reduce the seriousness of the issue in itself. Analytical interpretation and analysis  

is absent in most of the reporting. Other important information about the victim and her 

occupation, the details about the perpetrator  have high possibility of providing resources in 

dealing with the issue of violence against women. Many studies show that students and working 

women are easy targets of criminal activities and the perpetrators, in most of the times are known 

to the victim. Even within the household, husbands inflict crime upon their wives. All these 

issues are not properly represented in Indian media which is said to be obsessed with politics and 

page 3 reporting. Keeping this in mind, the present study is an attempt to find out some of the 

important aspects of violence committed against women.This study will provide a new 

dimension in understanding the nuances of violent behavior that women are more often subjected 

to in their daily lives. Also the study gives an insight into how this sensitive issue of human 

rights violation is portrayed by the print media. 
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Review of Literature 

A study done by Ines Jemric (February 2003) finds that women become victims of violence 

regardless of their age; they are assaulted mostly by their intimate partners or persons known to 

them in their own homes. They are victims of all forms of violence, but this violence is most 

often manifested as physical and sexual violence, they are murdered, assaulted, tortured, and 

raped.  

Dr. Enas Abu Youssef (April 2009) in his analytical study indicates that the media do not give 

sufficient attention to publishing information related to violence against women. Issues related to 

violence against women comprise only 17.4 percent of its total coverage of women’s issues, 

based on the study sample. The representation of community violence is covered more often in 

his analytical study (66.1 percent of cases of media coverage of violence against women), 

compared to domestic violence (33.9 percent). Both print media and television are similar in 

their coverage of community violence (70 percent and 60.2 percent coverage of violence against 

women, respectively), and in their coverage of domestic violence (30 percent and 39.8 percent, 

respectively). Radio programs have an equal interest in domestic and community violence (50.1 

percent and 49.9 percent coverage of violence against women, respectively). The findings 

confirm that media discourse tends to focus negatively on sexual harassment of women at work 

and in the street. 

Another study of violence against women in Marathi Language Periodicals (1986-90) shows that 

the most common causes of harassment are identified as dowry demands and failure to produce a 

son, while the major types of violence and oppression mentioned are wife-beating, wife-burning, 

female infanticide, child marriage, treatment of widows, harassment for dowry, and desertion by 

husbands. 

In another analysis on Gujarati Language Periodicals (1985-89) it is found that domestic 

violence features widely as a dominant form of violence and the usual pattern shows young 

newly married brides being harassed with ever-increasing dowry demands and finally being 

either driven to suicide or killed, with the murder camouflaged as suicide.  
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Another study on English Language Periodicals (1984) showed that the most widespread form of 

violence against women appears to be the domestic violence, in the form of harassment, torture, 

or murder of young married women in their marital homes by the husband and in-laws. It affects 

middle class women most, without being absent in other classes. Rape, on the other hand, 

appears to be predominant among the poor, particularly in urban hutment colonies. An important 

category of rape is that committed by the enforcement authorities: police, army, or government 

officials.  

Objectives of the Study 

a) To examine the nature of news coverage  on violence against women as reported in the 

two select  dailies, 

b) To make a comparative analysis of the two select dailies, The Hindu and Dainik 

Jugasankha on their nature of coverage on issues related to violence against women. 

Research questions:  

a) What type of news reports generally appear in sample newspapers on violence against 

women (analytical or informative)? 

b) What is the most common form of violence perpetrated against women as reported in the 

sample newspapers? 

c) What is the age and occupation of women who become the victim ? 

d) What is the age and occupation of the perpetrator? 

e) What relation the victim has with the perpetrator?  

f) What are the common places of committing violence against women as represented by 

the sample dailies? 

g) What is the most common placement of news stories on violence against women in the 

two select newspapers? 

Methodology 

The present study is based on Content Analysis of two daily newspapers having wide 

circulation in North-Eastern region. The methodology adopted in the present study is content 

analysis. Purposive or convenient sampling is used in selecting two daily newspapers for a  
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period of one month i.e., from 1
st
 January 2011 to 31

st
 January 2011. The sample consists of 

one English national daily The Hindu (North-East edition) and one local language daily 

Dainik Jugasankha published from Silchar. The analysis focuses on one major theme 

Violence against women. All stories including hard news, soft news, editorials, articles where 

the victim of violence is a woman are analysed for the study. 

Parameters of analysis taken for the study: 

(a) Placement of news stories ,b) types of news coverage, c)types of violence depicted , 

d) profile of victims, e) profile of perpetrators , f)  Place of occurrence of violence 

 

Major Findings 
In both the newspapers, most of the news reports on violence against women appear in hard 

news format. Only one op-ed(opposite to the editorial) article is published in The Hindu whereas 

there is not a single editorial in Dainik Jugasankha on the said theme.  

It is found that both the two newspapers give only informative account of the crime happening 

against women. Both the dailies carry few analytical reports. In the Hindu, Most of the news 

reports featuring violence against women give only informative coverage of the event. It is 

evident from 30 informative news stories. Analytical interpretation is carried in only 4 stories 

whereas 16 news reports are follow-up stories giving facts only. Dainik Jugasankha publishes 14 

informative news reports while analytical and follow- up reports account for one and two 

respectively. 

The Hindu gave more importance to issues related to violence against women which is shown 

from its placements of stories more on front page than inside pages. The Hindu has 11 news 

stories  placed in front page whereas only one new story finds its way to front page in Dainik 

Jugasankha. 

Among types of violence, rape is reported 15 times in the Hindu including 5 news reports citing 

rape leading to death, 8 cases of rape, rape leading to pregnancy- 1 report, and one report on 

attempt to rape. Aarushi maurder case of Noida constituted 8 news reports. Other news stories on 

violence reported in The Hindu are – beating -2, sexual harassment -1, robbery+murder 2, 

murder- 4, forceful involvement in sex scandal -1, violation of civil rights 1, kidnapping -1, 

stripping and parading naked-1, threat 1, political revenge-2, female foeticide 3, and molestation 

2 cases. 
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In Dainik Jugasankha, rape is the subject-matter of 8 news reports. It reports- rape 3 cases, rape 

to comma one , rape leading to death 3, linking in false case one, Aarushi murder case 3, alleged 

involvement in sex scandal one, murder one, sexual harassment 2, and dowry 

demand+infidelity+beating 2 news stories.  

It is revealed that age of the victims has little bearing on the crimes committed against them. In 

The Hindu, girls within 20-35year old are victims in 11 news reports, 13-19 year in 6 reports, 35-

50 year in 5, below 12 year in 6 , 50-60 year in two cases and in rest of the news reports victim’s 

age is not given.  In most of the news stories in Dainik Jugasankha, victims age is not specified. 

In two cases the victim is below 12 years, teenagers become victim in two reports , girls in their 

20s in three reports and women above 70years in one report. 

Research shows that students are the easy targets in most of the times. It is to be noted that 

working women irrespective of their occupational status are also susceptible to violence. In The 

Hindu, students as victims appear in 10 reports, celebrity actors 2, housewives 2, social worker 1, 

people’s representative 1, business women 1, jail warden 1, tourist 1, advocate 1. In Dainik 

Jugasankha, teacher, nurse and defense woman feature as victim in one case each. In most news 

reports in both the newspapers victim’s occupational profile is not mentioned. 

In most of the news reports relationship of the perpetrator with the victim is not established.In  

The Hindu, husband is the perpetrator in 3 cases, in one case of honour killing both the father and 

brother allegedly killed the girl. Neighbours and friends as perpetrators also feature in 2 reports 

each. In Dainik Jugasankha, husband is reported as criminal in 2 cases whereas neighbours and 

co-workers are reported as perpetrators in one case each. 

The study shows that violence committed against women do not necessarily come from the 

illiterate and anti-social minded people, but from the 'so-called' civil society. In The Hindu, 

police official as criminal appear in 3 news reports, MLA in 2, members of legislative council 1, 

student  1, station officer 1,  anti-terrorist squad  1, school principal  1, political rival  1, diplomat  

1, labourer 1, school staff  1. Occupation of the perpetrator is not given in most of the news 

reports. In Dainik Jugasankha, wardboy, Indian diplomat and defence personnel appear as 

perpetrators of crime against women in one report each. 

In most of the cases in both newspapers perpetrators age is not mentioned. 
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In both the newspapers, most reported incidents of crime take place at victim's house. In The 

Hindu, most of the crimes against women occurred at victims house as reported in 11 news 

stories. Other common places are public place 4, vehicle 4, perpetrators house 2, school 1, open 

field 2, railway station 1. One news report features a minor girl being gang raped in her school 

bus. 

In Dainik Jugasankha also, the most common place of occurrence of violence against women 

was victim’s house (3cases) followed by husbands house with two cases. Perpetrator’s house, 

school, workplace and open field served as the place of crime in one report each. 

Conclusion 
 

Thus from the above study we can conclude that coverage of issues related to violence against 

women is of the same nature in both the newspapers. Most news reports related to violence 

against women are informative and less importance is given to such reports where the victim is a 

woman. Editorial writing represents the voice of the particular newspaper on important issues of 

public. Newspaper’s apathy towards this issue of women and violence is reflected through 

complete absence of editorial in both the sample dailies. It indicates the secondery importance 

being given to womens’ problems in our media. Also, front page coverage of violence against 

women is abysmally low in both the newspapers. This tells the complete apathy towards 

women’s problems and lack of awareness and sincerity on the part of the newspaper organization 

in reporting violence committed against women.  

It is found that Arushi murder case is one such media issue that garnered much newspaper 

coverage. This murder case is widely reported in both the newspapers but the tone of reporting 

was only informative and fact-based in most of the times. 

Rape is found to be one of most common form of violence against women. This issue of 

violation of human rights to women needs an urgent attention and needs to be dealt with utmost 

care and importance by analyzing different aspects and  studying the different factors responsible 

for it. On analyzing about the perpetrator of the violent act, astonishingly it is found that husband 

is the perpetrator in most of the cases. Apart from them, police officials and people holding  
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respectful social position are also responsible for crimes against women. Thus this issue should 

be addressed from societal level and public, government and media should come forward . Also 

the study shows that students and girls in their 20s are more prone to violent behavior and even 

in their own homes women are not safe. This should be taken into account in proper policy 

formulation to address the issue of womens' safety. The print media can go a long way in 

sensitizing people and moulding public opinion against such heinous crimes by publishing such 

reports in front page and which will eventually set media agenda for the cause of women.  also 

demanding proper action against the perpetrators. For this, journalists should be properly 

educated to cover such issues so as to garner larger public support. It is also the need of the hour 

to equip women (both housewives and working) and students with self-defence mechanism to 

protect themselves from the perpetrators. Government should also implement stricter punishment 

for such crimes and educate people on lessons of morality and human values. 
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Abstract:  Northeastern region occupies a distinctive place in India primarily due to its 

historical, geographical, social and cultural features. An important feature of the northeast India 

is its heterogeneity, inhabited by varied ethnic communities and cultural identities. In fact, it is 

one of the most ethnically and linguistically diverse region in Asia and each state of the region 

has its unique culture and tradition. Three major groups inhabit the region viz., the hill tribes, 

the plains tribes and the non-tribal population of the plains. The region is inhabited by more 

than 276 ethnic groups.  
 

The main problem in the region is the inadequacy of communication facilities and poor 

infrastructure primarily roads, electricity, drinking water and health facilities. Transport 

infrastructure is of great importance in the region to strengthen its integration within itself and 

with the rest of the country though it can be seen that there is wide-scale neglect and reluctance 

to develop it accordingly. Emphasis on promoting the growth of the industrial sector in the 

region is of the utmost importance with private investment and foreign direct investments (FDI) 

in the development and expansion of the industries. Some o f  the  major concerns for northeast 

India to achieve the inclusive growth are: poverty, unemployment, conventional agricultural 

practices, problems in social development like social and gender disparities, low level and slow 

growth in public expenditures particularly on health and communication. The present paper 

attempts to analyse some of these issues related to tribal development in northeast India.  
 

Key words: tribal, sustainable development, northeast India, culture 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

During the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000, the Millennium Declaration was 

adopted by 189 nations-and signed by 147 heads of state and governments. The Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) are to be achieved by the year 2015. The problem of the 

underdeveloped countries is not just growth, but development….Development is growth plus 

change in social, cultural as well as economic, and qualitative as well as quantitative… The key  
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concept must be improved quality of people’s life (UN, 1962). The tribal development is a 

serious proposition and it has a bearing with socio-cultural change and realities, practical and 

variable solution. Tribal communities still represents the lowest stratum of the development in 

the country because the benefits of anti-poverty scheme have not reached to them. 

The northeast India is one of the most ethnically and linguistically diverse regions in Asia, each 

state in the region has its own distinct culture and tradition. The northeast India consists of the 

highly diverse ethno-cultural groups featuring a mosaic of cultural and linguistic variations with 

distinctive identities inhabited by more than 276 ethnic groups (Singh, 1999).  Despite its rich 

natural endowment, the region suffers from economic stagnation. The significant problems in 

tribal areas of northeast India comprised of lack of communication in hilly and forested areas, 

negligence of educational programme, the function of cumbersome administrative machinery, 

felt need and some of the cultural values ignored and problem of non implementation of 

programme.   

The Government of India has adopted a policy of integration of tribals with the mainstream 

aiming at developing a creative adjustment between the tribes and non tribes leading to a 

responsible partnership. By adopting the policy of integration or progressive acculturation the 

Government has laid the foundation for the uninhibited march of the tribals towards equality, 

upward mobility, and economic viability and assured proximity to the national mainstream. The 

constitution has committed the nation to two courses of action in respect of scheduled tribes, viz. 

a) Giving protection to their distinctive way of life, b) Protecting them from social injustice and 

all forms of exploitation and discrimination and bringing them at par with the rest of the nation 

so that they may be integrated with the national life.  

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 
a) To study the tribal development issues of northeast India. 
 
b) To suggest measures. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

CHALLANEGES FOR DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHEAST INDIA 

 

Good quality infrastructure is the most critical physical requirement for attaining faster growth in 

a competitive world and also for ensuring investment in backward regions. I n c l u s i v e  

g r o w t h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  

dis t r ibut ion of  weal th and prosper i t y.  Achi eving inclusive growth is  the 

biggest  chal lenge for  the people l iv ing in  this  region of  India to  bring them 

into the mainstream. The challenge is to take the levels of growth to all section of the 

society and the best way to achieve inclusive growth is through developing people’s skills, for 

which a multifaceted approach towards education and skills development is necessary to 

achieve grow. Reducing of poverty and expanding of economic growth are the key objectives 

through inclusive growth. 

Political leadership plays a vital role in the overall development. However, due to 

incompetent leadership qualities found that politicians and high level corruption 

among the politicians are some of the reasons that prevent inclusive growth in the region. 

Literacy levels needs to increase to provide the skilled workforce required for 

higher growth since many chi ldren are ignorant of education as they engaged in labour 

work. The key components of the inclusive growth strategy included a sharp increase 

in investment in rural areas, rural infrastructure and agriculture spurt in credit for 

farmers, increase in rural employment through a unique social safety net and a sharp 

increase in public expenditure on education and health care. The five interrelated elements 

of inclusive growth are: 1) poverty reduction and increase in quantity and quality of 

employment; 2) agriculture development; 3) social sector development (like education, health); 

4) infrastructure development; and 5) protecting the environment. 

 Sharma (1989:27-33) has argued that the question of tribal development has not yet received 

concentrated attention that it deserves, both in planning circles and in tribal studies. The real 

challenge of tribal development is to modernize the tribal economics and to integrate them with 

the larger national economy without at the same time disrupting their ecological existence, their 

socio-cultural systems and their traditions of socio-economic equity and innocence.  
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 Among the most important social problems among the tribes of northeast India can be said to be 

literacy, with the region having a higher literacy (65.83 percent) rate than the rest of India (64.80 

percent). The state of Mizoram has the highest literacy rate of 88.80 percent in the northeast 

India. Literacy level and educational attainment are vital indicators of development in a society. 

But in the northeast India, a high literacy rate has not translated into a meaningful and 

satisfactory development of human life skills. The education system has not been able to provide 

skills and abilities needed to excel and gain employment in different service sectors. As a result 

the employment opportunities and employable workforce is missing in the region thereby 

aggravating the problem of unemployment in the region.  

The disproportionate growth of the service sector has led to the northeast India being 

undeveloped. It is to be noted that most of the urban centres in the region are administrative 

centres where except for government jobs, there are no, or very less of other employment 

opportunities. One of the main reasons for the unemployment rate being high is that even today 

agriculture remains the mainstay of the people of northeast India and this is true of even the 

tribes, who largely follow the method of shifting cultivation. Due to under-development of 

industry and service sector, there has not been much change in the main occupancy of the region 

in the last decades. The self employed in agriculture thus constitute the bulk of the poor which 

directly leads to the problem of poverty. The poverty rate in the region is significantly higher 

than the national average with the human development indices showing poor record and the lack 

of development further aggravating the problem.  

Closely related to poverty is the problem of lack of basic health facilities among the tribes. An 

impoverished health condition proves detrimental to development process, thus attainment of 

basic health facilities is equally important for capacity development. In northeast India health 

related issues like lack of health care facilities with medical specialist, along with high incidence 

of different types of diseases, has resulted in overall low human development.   

From the point of view of infrastructure development the principal problem in the region is the 

inadequacy of communication facilities. The real picture of backwardness of the region is to be 

found in its extremely backward infrastructure. Weak infrastructure and poor connectivity hinder 

the realization of the various development projects and schemes. The region is grossly deficient  
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 of infrastructure to tap the available resources and push the economy forward.  The northeast 

India is lacking essential infrastructure such as roads, electricity, drinking water and health 

facilities. Transport infrastructure is of great importance in the region to strengthen its integration 

within itself, with the rest of the country and its neighbours though it can be seen that there is 

wide scale neglect and unwillingness to develop it accordingly. The banking infrastructure has 

received considerable expansion in terms of commercial and rural branches in the region. The 

lack of investments, both public and private is directly linked with the underdevelopment of 

the industrial sector in the region. In addition to public investment, private investment and 

foreign direct investments (FDI) in the development and expansion of the industries is of the 

utmost importance.  

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

 

Rapid growth of the economy is an essential requirement for achieving a steady increase in 

employment and incomes for large numbers of population of the region. There is a need to place 

a greater emphasis on promoting the growth of the industrial sector in the region. Agricul ture  

is  the main occupat ion of  the most  populat ion of  the northeast  Indians as  the 

majority of them are engaged in agriculture for employment. Some of the problems in agriculture 

are: Long term factors like steeper decline in per capita land availability, shrinking of farm size, 

Slow reduction in share of employment; low labour productivity in agriculture and the gap 

between agriculture and non-agriculture is widening; Decline in yield growth due to 

land and water problems, vulnerability to world commodity prices, farmer’s suicides. 

One of the conspicuous developments among the contemporary tribals in northeast India is 

ethnicity, which has its roots in the past and continuing throughout the history of northeast India. 

Ethnicity among the tribes of the region has come to play in many cases a decisive role in 

various political developments in northeast India. The ability to generate an adequate number of 

productive employment opportunities will be a major factor on which the inclusiveness of 

growth will be judged. Northeast India has large numbers of young population and 

unemployment is a serious concern.  
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Government, both at the centre and the state level need to pay sufficient consideration to the high 

variation in the magnitude of quality of life indicators across the states in North-East region 

while assigning priority for their developmental process.   

The role of social scientists in general and economist in particular is to identify suitable 

institutional reforms to put governance within the state and market agents on a stronger footing. 

It is essential to understand the tribal organization and value through sustained scientific studies. 

The gap between the community and government needs to be filled. It is an urgent task to 

recognize the cultural aspect of this perception of development. 
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Abstract: In the North East India, the HIV epidemic is spreading by dual risk factors of unsafe 

sex and injecting drug use.  There are many areas in this region, where HIV prevalence is 

increasing particularly among Injecting Drug Users (IDUs). As per the available estimates, 

about 1 in every 10 injecting drug users (IDUs) in India is HIV positive. Easy availability of both 

illegal drugs and pharmaceutical combinations has also contributed to the spread of drug 

abusers in Manipur since 1980s. In 2006, there were about 24, 000 to 26,800 injecting drug 

users (IDUs) in Manipur (NACO 2006). In Manipur, most of the NGOs are working with IDUs 

with the financial help from NACO/ MSACS. But, their services are inadequate for female 

injecting drug users (FIDUs) and women who are infected or affected with HIV/AIDS. It is found 

that majority of the HIV-infected persons are commonly found among IDUs as well as among 

FSWs in Manipur.  FIDUs play a critical role in the spreading of the HIV epidemic through 

unsafe injecting practices as well as through unsafe sexual risk.  FIDUs are experience different 

levels of stigma and discrimination from their families and community—they are homeless and 

helpless. Because of stigma FIDUs are not able to access health services in the hospital, so that 

they become more vulnerable to HIV infection. The most important problem of recovering from 

drug dependence is also one of the most important challenging tasks for FIDUs.  This paper 

attempts to highlight about the FIDUs and HIV/AIDS in Manipur, their risk behaviours, 

problems of stigmatization and discrimination, programmes of government and its inadequacies.   
 

Key words: HIV, AIDS, IDUs, FIDUs, FSWs, MSACS and NACO 
 

Introduction 
 

In 2013, WHO estimated 35.0 million people currently living with HIV/AIDS worldwide, it is 

38% less than in 2001. In the same year, around 2 .1 million [1.9 million–2.4 million] people are 

newly infected with HIV and 1.5 million people death of AIDS related illness, including 190,000 

children of less than 15 years, and 1.3 million of adults death in a year.  

According to the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO, 2013-2014), India has the 

third highest number of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world. The estimated number of 

people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHAs) in India was 20.9 lakh in 2011. It is estimated that  

* Research Scholar, Department of Social Work, Assam University, Silchar. 
** Senior Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, Assam University, Silchar. 
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HIV prevalence rate of 0.27% in 2011 among the adults (15-49 age group). The highest 

prevalence was recorded in Nagaland (0.88%), followed by Mizoram (0.68%), Manipur (0.64%), 

Andhra Pradesh (0.59%) and Karnataka (0.53%). There are also states like Chhattisgarh (0.51%), 

Gujarat (0.50%), Maharashtra (0.40%), Delhi (0.40%) and Punjab (0.37%) recorded HIV 

prevalence of more than the national average. Overall national level estimated number of PLHIV 

in India has decline from 23.2 lakh in 2006 to 20.9 lakh in 2011. The new HIV infections among 

adults also decreased by 28% in the high prevalence States of Southern and North-Eastern 

regions of India. However, some low prevalence States like Assam, Delhi, Chandigarh, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Punjab and Uttarakhand are showed rising trends in adult HIV 

prevalence in India.  

In the North East India, the HIV epidemic is spreading by dual risk factors of unsafe sex 

and injecting drug use.  There are many areas in this region, where HIV prevalence is increasing 

particularly among Injecting Drug Users (IDUs). As per the available estimates, about 1 in every 

10 injecting drug users (IDUs) in India is HIV positive. The HIV epidemic in the North- Eastern 

region of the country is largely driven by use of HIV infected syringes and needles by the IDUs 

and increasing transmission of HIV through heterosexual mode. Injecting drug users (IDUs) and 

Sex workers are instrumental in spreading the HIV/AIDS to the general population in Manipur. 

In 2006, there were about 24, 000 to 26,800 injecting drug users (IDUs) in Manipur (NACO 

2006).  

 

Drug Abuse in Manipur  
 

Drug abuse is a patterned of using drugs which consumes the large amounts of drugs or it is 

taking other methods which are harmful to themselves or others. Drugs are legally or illegally 

misuse and it is also known as substance related disorder. Drug abuse is a serious public health 

problem that affects almost every community and family. Some commonly abused prescription 

drugs are Spasmo proxyvon tablet (SP), Nitrazepam 10mg tablet (N10), LSD, marijuana, heroine, 

Phensydyle and cough syrup, etc 

In the beginning, the addiction was in the form of mild tranquilizers and methaqualone, 

which was followed by inject morphine and phensydyle. Manipur shares nearly 350 km of its  
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border with Myanmar. Manipur is located within the “Golden Triangle” of drugs trafficking route of 

South East Asia. The drugs are being transported to other parts of the world through this route. 

Easy availability of both illegal drugs and pharmaceutical combinations has also contributed to 

the spread of drug abusers in Manipur since 1980s. At that time, heroin is locally known as 

‘Number 4’ became the most popular drug of choice amongst the young drug users. This was 

used along with other pharmaceutical combinations like phensydyle, spasmo-proxyvon, 

buprenorphine, cough syrup, nitrazepam and substances like opium, alcohol and ganja. In the 

1980s, it is estimated that there were 30, 000 – 40,000 IDUs in the state.  Civil society and NGOs 

also realized that the drug addiction had reached a critical stage and destroying the youth. It was 

felt that the issue of drug addiction could be tackled only if communities accepted the ownership 

of the problem and participate in the behaviour change processes among IDUs and their sexual 

partners. There is also a need for the awareness generation and sensitization programs among 

young people, who were seen as particularly vulnerable to drug abuse. The problem of drug abuse 

has escalated and is assuming serious social dimension day by day. 

 

HIV/AIDS in Manipur 
 

In Manipur, the first HIV/AIDS was detected in the year of 1989-90 from a female injecting drug 

user (FIDU).  The spectrum of the disease was very confusing. At that time, there was no proper 

awareness of the disease amongst the medical professionals and the health authorities also. There 

was no proper NGOs/CBO’s working in HIV/AIDS. NACO gradually came into being and then 

the disease has been put under its strict vigilance. The State AIDS Policy was adopted by the 

state government on 3
rd

 October, 1996 and become the first state in India to have a State AIDS 

Policy. The Manipur State AIDS control Society (MSACS) was formed and registered in March, 

1998 and since then the Society has been implementing the AIDS Control programme in the 

State. The management of this disease with awareness and the treatment of the various OIs 

(Opportunistic Infections) specific to HIV/AIDS was the need of hour. But, many OIs were not 

diagnosed properly and it had lead to many avoidable deaths in Manipur. The diseases like 

Cryptococcal meningitis, Penicilliosis, Toxoplasmosis, Pnenmocystis Carinii Pneumonia 

(P.C.P), Cytomegalovirun retinitis (CMV-retinitis), malignancies like Kaposis Sarcoma,  
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Lymphoma, Progressive multifocal Leucoencephalopathy, (PMLE), etc. were not properly 

diagnosed due to lack of knowledge and awareness, which could have cure or prevented.  With 

the  introduction of ART, first with Zidovudine and followed by other drugs which are able to 

control HIV multiplication by various combinations of them called the HAART (Highly Active 

Anti-Retroviral Treatment) has changed the very outlook of HIV/AIDS from fatal disease to a 

chronic manageable disease. ART drugs in the beginning were scantily available and very costly. 

It was beyond the reach of common people and many persons succumbed to the disease. With 

the effort of various NGOs/CBOs, the NACO (National Aids Control Organization) started free 

ART from April, 2004. In Manipur, the first centre of free ART was started at RIMS (Regional 

Institute of Medical Sciences) and the second ART centre came at J.N. Hospital in the 

December, 2004. Since then the disease has under medical control, but many new problems 

came up which requires further attention by the Government and NGOs.  

In Manipur, most of the NGOs are working with IDUs with the financial help from 

NACO/ MSACS. But, their services are inadequate for female injecting drug users (FIDUs) and 

women who are infected or affected with HIV/AIDS. It is found that majority of the HIV-

infected persons are commonly found among IDUs as well as among FSWs in Manipur.  But, 

now the trend of HIV infection has spread among the general population. This is a big alarm for 

all concerned of the state. The main reason behind it could be due to unsafe sex practice among 

the high risk groups and their ignorance particularly in rural and remote areas. The HIV 

prevention and control in Manipur is coordinated by the government through the National AIDS 

Control Organization (NACO) and the Manipur State AIDS Control Society (MSACS). The 

MSACS, implementing 65 targeted intervention programmes (TIP) among different high risk 

groups through NGOs in all the districts of Manipur. Along with 9 Link Worker Scheme of the 

entire district is also doing HIV/AIDS prevention program for rural people. 

In Manipur, the most common mode of HIV transmission is through sharing of injecting 

equipments/needles by injecting drug users (IDUs). The sharing of syringes by IDUs is a major 

driver of the AIDS, for more than 80 percent of all HIV cases in Manipur were reported from 

IDUs. Government and non-government agencies have started to work on this issue. They are 

implementing targeted intervention programmes (TIPs) with various services like counseling, 
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condom promotion, medical check-ups, needle and syringe exchange programmes among the 

vulnerable groups like IDUs, Men having Sex with Men (MSM), Female sex workers (FSWs), 

Migrant workers. The implementing NGOs also organize awareness programmes for youth, 

community leaders, teachers, armed forces, etc. Medicines were given to those infected by 

HIV/AIDS for various infections that come with HIV and home-based care is also carried for 

bedridden people living with HIV/AIDS. The state government of Manipur every year carried 

out the survey of high risk groups (HRGs) through Manipur State AIDS Control Society 

(MSACS) with the support of the concerned NGOs.  

                       
Table -1: HIV Prevalence rate among High Risk Groups in Manipur 

Risk Groups 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010 2012 

IDUs 30.7 21 24.1 19.8 17.9 28.6 12.8 - 

Pregnant Women 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.4 1.3 0.5 0.7 0.6 

STD patients 13 7.2 12.2 4.8 4.0 2.9 11.2 - 

MSM 29.2 14 15.6 12.4 16.4 17.2 10.4 - 

FSW 12.4 12.4 10 11.6 12.9 10.8 2.8 - 

Source: HIV Sentinel Surveillance Report, 2014 of Manipur State AIDS Control Society 

 

In 2010, highest HIV prevalence is found among IDUs (12.8%), people who are having sexually 

transmitted diseases (11.2%) and MSM (10.8%). The table – 1 indicates the prevalence of HIV among 

different high risk groups in Manipur during 2003 – 2010. 

 

Table-2: District- wise HIV Prevalence rate among IDUs 

District 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010 2012 

Imphal 18.0 14.0 14.8 22.8 13.2 17.9 13.1 - 

Bishnupur 22.4 10.8 28.0 15.2 12.4 34.2 5.6 - 

Churachanpur 41.2 29.2 26.0 23.0 23.0 31.1 13.2 - 

Thoubal - - - - - - 25.6 - 

Chandel - - - - - - 18.6 - 

Ukhrul - - - - - - 3.2  

Senapati - - - - - - 11.0 - 

Tamenglong - - - - - - 8.4 - 

State 

Prevalence 
30.7 21.0 24.1 19.8 17.9 28.6 12.8 - 

Source: HIV Sentinel Surveillance Report, 2014 of Manipur State AIDS Control Society 
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The HIV prevalence among IDUs were high in three districts i.e. Imphal (18.0%), Bishnupur 

(22.4%) and Churachanpur (41.2%) during 2003 (see table – 2). In 2010, there is a decline in the 

prevalence rate of HIV in these three districts. During 2010, HIV prevalence rate among IDUs is 

highest in Thoubal district (25.6%), Chandel (18.6%), Senapati (11.0%), Tamenglong (8.4%) 

and Urkhul (3.2%). 

Table-3: District- Wise HIV Prevalence rate among FSWs  
 

Name of 

District 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010 2012 

Imphal West 12.4 12.4 13.2 8.4 7.6 9.2 4.0 - 

Imphal East - - - - - - 1.6 - 

Chandel NA NA 4.0 10.4 11.6 5.6 5.2 - 

Churachanpur NA NA 12.8 16.0 19.6 17.6 0.4 - 

State 

Prevalence 

12.4 12.4 10.0 11.6 12.9 10.8 2.8 - 

 

Source: HIV Sentinel Surveillance Report, 2014 of Manipur State AIDS Control Society 

 

It is found that the HIV prevalence among FSWs is high in Chandel (5.2%), and Imphal West 

(4.0%) and Imphal East (1.6%). The table – 3 shows that the HIV prevalence among FSWs. 

  

There are 65 TIPs and 9 LWS run under MSACS in Manipur (see table – 4). IDUs are 

one of the high risk groups responsible for spreading HIV/AIDS in Manipur. Out of 65 TIPs, 44 

TIPs (60%) are working with male IDUs, whereas only 4 TIPs (5.4%) for FIDUs which is very 

less as compare to male IDUs. FSWs are also one of the high risk groups, but the only 6 TIPs 

(8.1%) for them. Therefore, such negligence of FIDUs and FSWs may be one of the important 

reasons for spreading HIV/AIDS in Manipur. It is also found that majority of the projects i.e. 32 

(43.1%) are run only in the Imphal East and Imphal West districts. But considering the high HIV 

prevalence rate, numbers of TIPs are less in other districts like Chandel, Churachandpur, etc. 

Therefore, it is clear that the MSACS and implementing NGOs have a tendency to work in the 

cities or urban areas only. As a result, the HIV infection rate is increasing in rural and remote 

areas of Manipur. 
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            Table- 4:  Distribution of TIPs runs by MSACS (as on 18 November, 2014) 

 

Districts 

No. of TIPs among High Risk Groups Link 

Worker 

Scheme 

Total 

IDU FSW FIDU MSM MW Composite 

FSW & IDU 

Bishnupur - - - 1 - 3 1 5   (6.8) 

Chandel 3 1 1 - 1 1 1 8 (10.8) 

Churachanpur 2 1 1 - - 1 1 6   (8.1) 

Imphal East 12 1 1 - - - 1 15 (20.2) 

Imphal West 12 1 1 1 1 - 1 17 (22.9) 

Senapati 3 1 - - - - 1 5   (6.8) 

Tamenglong 2 - - - - 1 1 4   (5.4) 

Thoubal 7 1    - 1 9 (12.2) 

Urkhul 3 - - - - 1 1 5    (6.8) 

Total 
44 

(59.4) 

6   

(8.1) 

4   

(5.4) 

2   

(2.7) 

2  

(2.7) 

7             

(9.4) 

9   

(12.1) 

74 

(100.0) 

Sources: MSACS                                                   

There are 128 service centres run under MSACS in Manipur (see table – 5). Out of 128 centres, 

92 are ICTC, 10 STI clinics, 11 ART centres, 10 Link ATR centres and only 5 Blood Banks. In 

Manipur, STI is very high (see table -1) but only 10 (7.9%) STI clinics. Contaminated blood is 

another route of HIV infection, but there are only 5 blood Banks in Manipur. It is also found that 

the most (32.7%) of the service centres are located in Imphal area i.e. Imphal East 19 (14.8%) 

and Imphal West 23 (17.9%), but Thoubal district is having the highest HIV prevalence rate 

among IDUs group (see table -2) and Chandel district is having the highest HIV prevalence rate 

among FSWs (see table-3). But the number of service centres is less in these two districts. 

Therefore, once again wrong policy of MSACS is responsible for spreading HIV/AIDS in 

Manipur. 
Table- 5: Service Centres under MSACS 

Districts 
No. of ICTC 

(%) 

STI/RTI 

Clinic (%) 

ART 

Centre (%) 

Link ATR 

Centre (%) 

Blood 

Bank (%) 

Total Service 

Centres (%) 

Bishnupur 7 1 1 1 -  10  (7.9) 

Chandel 5 1 1 1  -   8  (6.2) 

Churachanpur 12 1 1 1 1   16  (12.6) 

Imphal East 13 1 2 2 1   19  (14.8) 

Imphal West 16 2 2 1 2   23  (17.9) 

Senapati 13 1 1 2  - 17  (13.2) 

Tamenglong 6 1 1  -  - 8  (6.2) 

Thoubal 10 1 1 1 1 14  (10.9) 

Urkhul 10 1 1 1  - 13  (10.2) 

Total   92 (71.8) 10 (7.9)       11 (8.5)       10 (7.9)  5 (3.9) 128 (100.0) 

Sources: MSACS                                                   
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 Female Injecting Drug Users (FIDUs) 
 

Although female injecting drug users (FIDUs) may constitute only a small proportion of the 

injecting drug users (IDUs) population, but they too play a critical role in spreading the HIV 

infection both through their unsafe injecting practices as well as through unsafe sexual acts. 

According to some study, there may be a greater likelihood of female injecting drug users 

acquiring HIV through the sexual route than through the use of contaminated injecting 

equipments (Strathdee et al., 2001). Evidence also suggests that female injecting drug users are 

likely to resort to paid sex or selling drugs as a source of income to support their drug using 

habits (Murthy, 2002); and women who are doing sex for money or drugs are more likely to 

share needles than female injecting drug users who are not engaged in sex work (Allan, 1994). In 

Manipur, age of the female injecting drug users varies in between 15–34 years and their 

behaviour in relation to drug use and sexual activities are also other causative factors of their 

vulnerability to HIV infection (Archana Oinam, 2008). FIDUs get into drug using habits from 

their peer group or due to some other personal problems. They gradually become addicted and 

dependent on drugs. They cannot take money from their family for drugs, because it’s not 

acceptable social behaviour, so they run away from home and start staying outside with their 

friends and involved in sex work to earn money to continue their drug dependence. Most of the 

FIDUs are having high risk of HIV infection as they share contaminated needles. They are also 

more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS for their unsafe sex to earn the money for continuing their drug 

habits.  FIDUs are victim of triple stigma i.e. stigma related to HIV/AIDS, FIDUs and FSWs. 

Such stigma and discrimination of the society prevent them to come out with their problems for 

getting help and treatment. 

1. Vulnerability Factors of FIDUs 

Female injecting drug users are high risk group for both getting HIV infection as well as 

spreading HIV transmission because of their dual risks of contaminated needle sharing and 

unsafe sexual practices. They are more likely to be neglected and discriminated whether at home 

or by the society. In general, all women are vulnerable to physical, sexual or emotional abuse in 

our male dominated society, but the FIDU are more vulnerable to all such abuses and prevailing 

stigma makes their life hell.  Following are the major vulnerabilities of FIDUs:  

-126- 



Intellection: A bi-annual interdisciplinary research journal, Vol.III, No.II, July-December, 2015 

  

a) Physical vulnerabilities  

Problems of FIDUs are further exacerbated by the female’s physiological vulnerability to 

HIV. Females are at least more than twice vulnerable than males to get HIV infection in 

terms of biological factor. Genital ulcers and the low immunity of female can lead to 

sexually transmitted infections and thereby HIV can enter easily to a female body. 

Ignorance and poor health seeking behavior make their condition worst. 

b) Sexual vulnerabilities  

Due to poverty, FIDUs are engaged in sex work for their drug dependence i.e. survival 

sex. They are forced to do unsafe sex in order to satisfy their customers and thus their 

vulnerability of HIV infection increases. Many of female injecting drug users also have a 

history of physical and sexual abuse, sex with multiple partners and forced sex with 

police, pimps and goons. All these factors put FIDUs at high risk of HIV infection.  

c) Social vulnerabilities  

 FIDUs are stigmatized and marginalized by society and suffer from strong feelings of 

powerlessness, low levels of self-esteem and self-confidence. In addition, common 

values, practices and beliefs among specific ethic communities may increase FIDU’s 

vulnerability to HIV by limiting access to health care information and services. Stigma 

and discrimination was even common among family members and try to isolate FIDUs.  

They face harassment, teasing or abuse from the society and sometimes also arrested by 

police. FIDUs are more stigmatized by the society than male injecting drug users. 

 

2. Risk Behaviours of FIDUs 

 Using contaminated injecting equipments: FIDUs are more vulnerable than male 

IDUs, because they use the contaminated needles after her male partner’s use, which 

could be HIV positive and thereby increasing their risk of HIV infection.  

 Low self confidence: FIDUs never ask for new needles/injection equipment from 

their male partners or husband as it will indicate her distrust on them.  

 Unsafe sexual practices: Many of FIDUs under the influence of drugs are engaged in 

unsafe sexual activities with their male IDU partners as well as with their customers.   

 Male dominated society: Even after having awareness, FIDUs unable to negotiate for  
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 safer sex practices, because customers’ refusal may affect her drug dependence 

habits   as well as livelihood. They are also victims of forced sex and group sex more 

than that of the non-FIDU sex workers. 

 Poor health seeking behavior: Due to stigma, FIDUs are unable to access the 

government clinics or hospitals and compelled to live with the STIs, RTIs, etc. and 

thereby they become more vulnerable to HIV infection.   

 

FIDUs and HIV/AIDS in Manipur  
 

Given the high prevalence of HIV in Manipur, it is becoming clear that FIDUs’ sexual behaviors 

and drug dependence habits is one of the important factors in spreading HIV/AIDS. Their 

vulnerability increases by multiple factors like ignorance, stigma, sexual violence and poverty. In 

general, most of the female injecting drugs users are within young age group, unmarried, 

divorced or widow. They are force to take sex work to earn money for their drug dependence 

habit. While most of the FIDUs enter into sex work after becoming a drug addict, but some of 

them become drug addict after entering into sex work in order to cope up with the mental 

agonies and for satisfying their customers. Most of FIDUs took alcohol, SP and heroin (locally 

known no.4). The illicit nature of their drug taking habits, sex work and their social and 

economic disempowerment make it difficult for them to negotiate with the customers for 

condom use. FIDUs are high risk group for HIV infection, but also they spread HIV transmission 

to the male IDUs and bridge population like truckers, migrated labour, etc. FIDUs also suffer 

from multiple health problems like abscess, STIs, hepatitis C and tuberculosis.  Shame and 

stigma prevent these women from accessing basic health services and thereby aggravated their 

health problems.  

Most of FIDUs are not staying with their families and not kept contact with them, so getting food 

and shelter is a daily struggle, and many are homeless, socio economic deprivation, lack of education, 

poor care and lack of confidence and self-esteem issues. There are many sources of personal distress for 

these women. Some have children, but these are often being cared for by others because the women are 

viewed as unfit parents. They are frequently subjected to harassment and violence from family, partners, 

clients, police, pimps, and pressure group members. FIDUs are more stigmatized than men IDUs, because 

drug use among women is judged to be particularly deviant, and because of the additional stigma of sex  
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work. They are even more stigmatized if they are HIV-positive. Recovery from drug dependence is also 

challenging for these women.  When male IDUs recover from their addiction and they are generally 

accepted back into their family and society, whereas women, even if recovered, find social reintegration 

difficult to achieve. Because of this, they feel frustrated and start taking drugs again. 

Table-6: Comparison of male IDUs, female IDUs and female sex workers - Risks and Social 

Challenges 
 Male IDU Female IDU FSW 

Frequency of 

injection 

 

Inject 1-2 times per 

day 

 

Inject 2-5 times per day – due to 

steady income from sex work 

 

Very few FSWs inject 

drugs. Injecting drug use 

is stigmatised among 

FSWs 

Dosage of drug  Low  High due to steady income from 

sex work 

 

Involvement in 

sex work 

Rare 80% engaged in sex work – 5-6 

customers/day 

All engaged in sex work 

Level of HIV 

risk 

 

High Very high risk frequent injecting 

high-volume sex work 

intoxication during sex highly 

stigmatized 

High 

 

STIs Moderate prevalence High prevalence High prevalence 

Mobility  

 

Low mobility Highly mobile – lots of short trips 

to other places for sex work, often 

within the state 

Highly mobile 

Meeting basic 

needs 

 

Food, shelter and 

health-care needs 

generally provided 

by family 

 

Family  generally does not 

provide food, shelter or healthcare  

 

Family does not provide 

food, shelter or 

healthcare, while some 

are working to support 

their families 

Family 

relationships 

 

Mostly stay with 

family 

 

Mostly rejected by or alienated 

from family – a very high 

proportion of women who use 

drugs are divorced or widowed 

 

Some rejected by or 

alienated from family, 

but lower proportions 

than among women who 

use drugs 

Educational 

level 

Well educated Poorly educated Poorly educated 

Stigmatization 

and social 

exclusion 

 

Some stigmatization 

and social exclusion, 

but this is reversed if 

they become 

abstinent 

 

Extreme stigmatization and social 

exclusion for not fulfilling their 

role as wife and mother, for being 

women who use drugs, for being 

FSWs. Strong self-stigma. Little 

prospect for social reintegration 

even if abstinence is achieved 

 

High stigmatization and 

social exclusion for 

most, but less than for 

women who use drugs 

Source: SHALOM, Churachanpur 
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SHALOM (an NGO), Churachanpur done the survey of “Women who inject drugs in 

Churachanpur” in April 2011. They highlighted some high risk behaviors of FIDUs that –  

i. many of the female injecting drugs users are not accessing TI services;  

ii. their knowledge of HIV risks and prevention practices is very poor, as they do not attend 

STI clinics and undergo HIV testing;  

iii. they hlow levels of safer sex behavior;  

iv. FIDUs in Churachandpur had a relatively high weekly injecting frequency (a mean of 

22.6 injections per week) and only 58% of these injections were with new needles and 

syringes;  

v. the proportion who had “sometimes” shared injecting equipment during the previous 

month was 76%, while 20% had shared during their most recent injection;  

vi. A total of 76% of the women had been sexually active during the previous week, with a 

mean of 23.7 sexual encounters per week (among those who had sex). Only one-third of 

these women (35%) reported always using condoms with regular partners in the previous 

month, and 73% always used condoms with non-regular partners. 

Conclusion 
 

The National AIDS Control Programme (NACP-I) was launched by the Government of India in 

1992  and started to work on Human Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV) infection and Acquired 

Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). In 1999, NACP-II, they started working with HIV/AIDS 

awareness, behaviour change activities for the high risk groups with the involvement of NGOs 

and networks of People Living with HIV (PLWHAs). But still, India has the third highest 

number of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world. In 2001, NACO reported that there were 

3.97 million people infected with HIV in India, out of this 3.8 million were adults, 1.5 million 

were women and 0.17 million were children. But, the number of new infection had decreased 

from 1998 to 2000. Heterosexual contact was identified as the main route of transmission of 

HIV. The Manipur State AIDS Control Society (MSACS) was started in 1998 and it is implementing the 

AIDS Prevention and control programme in the State. In Manipur, the most common mode of HIV 

transmission is through sharing of injecting equipments/needles by injecting drug users (IDUs). So, most 

of the HIV/AIDS prevention programmes are concentrated on IDUs based on risk reduction  
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approach by facilitating safe injecting practices through needle syringe exchange programmes with the 

financial help from NACO/ MSACS. But, it is found that MSACS and NGOs are mainly focusing in 

urban population whereas ignorance, stigma, discrimination, etc are more prevalent in rural areas. As a 

result of this approach, the HIV prevalence rate is increasing in rural area and among the bridge 

population. Similarly, other related service centres like ART centres, ICTC, etc. are less in number in the 

rural area. There is need to change this approach of MSACS and NGOs, if the AIDS epidemic is to be 

curved and controlled. 
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 Abstract:  The article offers an opportunity to look back into the past and brings into 

limelight the process of state formation and social composition in pre-modern Barak Valley. The 

entire administrative unit of Barak Valley came to be known as Srihattadesha and perhaps 

formed a part of Samatata Kingdom. The termination of Tripuri and Koch authorities in pre-

colonial Barak Valley paved the path for the emergence of Dimasa rule which witnessed 

numerous political ups and downs that left its deep imprint in the future course of history of the 

valley. The political turmoil that Cachar plains had to witness during the first quarter of the 19th 

century prepared the ground for colonial intervention and the subsequent occupation followed 

by incorporation of Cachar plains, a major part of pre-modern Barak Valley within the 

territorial jurisdiction of Company's dominion. The establishment of colonial rule brought to 

surface numerous complexities on the social formation of this administrative unit. The process of 

socio-political transformation facilitated the rise of nationalist forces which worked in unison in 

the subsequent period to raise dissentient voice against colonial rule as the situation demanded. 

It is against this backdrop that the article aims to examine the process of socio-political 

transformation that pre-modern Barak Valley had to experience in the pre-colonial era. 

  

 

Situated in Southern Assam, the geographical unit of Barak Valley consists of the three districts 

of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi along with the district of Sylhet (which included 

Karimganj till 1947) of today's Bangladesh constituted the Surma Valley region in the colonial 

regime. The spoken dialect of the bulk of the inhabitants residing in the region is Sylheti and, in 

fact, the valley is geographically, historically and ethnically an extension of Gangetic Bengal. 

The situation is rightly depicted by Nihar Ranjan Roy in his illustrious book Bangaleer Itihash 

which stands as follows:  

 "The Barak-Surma valley is nothing but the extension of the Meghna Valley (Dacca-

Mymensing and Komilla). There is nothing like the natural boundary between these two valleys 

and that especially spread into Cachar in ancient and medieval period. Even now the society and 

culture of the Hindu and Muslims of Sylhet-Cachar is bound with the eastern district of Bengal 

in one thread." 
1 

*Department of History, Rabindra Sadan Girls' College, Karimganj, Assam.  
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The literary sources, indigenous tradition and the Sylheti dialect, the most popular form of 

spoken Bengali as it is spoken in Barak Valley, bear the testimony that Kachhar means the deep 

bank of a river or a tract of land between a river and a hill while Kachhari means the dwellers of 

that strip of land from time immemorial. The Bengalees of Cachar are called Kachharis by the 

Bengalees of the neighbouring districts as their counterparts in Sylhet are known as Sylhetis. The 

historians of Barak Valley are of the opinion that the upper portion of the valley was known to 

the people of Sylhet as Kachhar and its inhabitants as Kachharis
2
.  The celebrated historian 

Edward Gait became sure and certain that the origin of the term Kachhar is associated with a 

Sanskrit word bearing the meaning called bordering region. The district of Cachar, the major 

partner of the valley constituents might have got its name directly from that word
3
. 

 The early history of Cachar is covered by obscurity. The scarcity of available authentic 

data emerges as a serious impediment to understand the nature of development in Cachar at the 

initial period of her history and the absence of any localized state formation might explain such 

dearth of historical evidences. It is stated that the period that ran before the fifth century A.D. 

Cachar was supposed to be included within the geographical boundary of the then Sylhet and had 

been sharing the same political frontier. The entire administrative unit came to be known as 

Srihattadesha. The entire Barak-Surma Valley perhaps formed a part of the Samatata Kingdom.
4
  

The geographical characteristic of the valley is a strong point in preparing argument. The process 

of a separate state formation in Cachar before the 13th century is rather mysterious due to dearth 

of authentic data and it has further complicated the uphill task of tracing the ethnic identity of the 

predecessors of the Bengalees in the valley. Possibly there was no barrier which could draw a 

demarcating line between Cachar and Sylhet and the socio-political frontier must have been 

common for the residents in the valley.  

 However, a systematic and well charted history of the valley can be traced from the fifth 

century A.D. onwards when in one of the Vatera inscriptions found in Sylhet, records that Deva 

Kingdom must have included apart from Cachar and Sylhet, the adjoining districts of 

Mymensing, Chittagong and Tripura
5
.  The reputed scholar Rajendralal Mitra recommended that 

these "Rajas were the sovereigns of Kachar (Cachar)
6
."  It proves one thing beyond doubt that 

the valley was included within the fold of Aryan settlement. It is to be mentioned here that due to 

the  
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lack of available materials, it is difficult to portrait the socio-political scenario of this region 

during the early days of its history. But this much seems to be certain that social composition of 

the valley was very much caste ridden and it were divided into Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas 

and Sudras. Deities like Vishnu and Shiva were widely worshiped by the people. It can be 

assumed that the cave temples in the Bhuoan Hills in Cachar were constructed either by the Deva 

rulers or as recommended by R.M. Nath.
7
  In the sixth-seventh century A.D., the valley appears 

to come under the sway of influence of the Varmana rulers of Kamarupa. The Nidhanpur 

copperplate inscription of Bhaskar Barman, which he issued in the 7th century and which was 

discovered in a village called Nidhanpur in Sylhet, indicate that Cachar including Sylhet was 

included within the territorial boundary of Bhaskar Varman's kingdom. Si-Yuki of Huen-Tsang 

also confirms the authenticity of the demand.
8
  It is to be mentioned without any doubt that 

Nidhanpur copperplate inscription of Bhaskar Varman is the earliest indispensable material 

evidence of socio-political composition of Surma-Barak Valley. From this inscription it comes to 

limelight that a segment of the valley came to be known as Chandrapura Vishiya in early 6th 

century. 

 With the emergence of Harikela kingdom, the region was incorporated within its 

administrative network. The region came to prominence between the 8th and 11th centuries and 

played a striking role in the political scenario of Eastern India as the nucleus zone of Harikela 

kingdom. The classic Sanskrit works of immense height like Karpura-manjari and Manjusri-

mulaskalpa approved the existence of a kingdom named Harikela with a life span of about five 

hundred years right from the seventh century A.D. A lexicon of high repute compiled in 1515 

Saka (fifteenth century A.D.), Rupachintamani claims that Harikela is the ancient name of 

Srihatta. Krityasara, another celebrated ancient text also moves to the same direction confirming 

the same
9
.  R.C.Mazumdar had opined, "It would be quit reasonable to conclude that Harikela 

primarily denoted the region now known as Sylhet, though its boundaries and political status as 

an independent country underwent changes in the course of centuries.
10

"  A large number of 

Harikela coins found in different places over the recent years convinced the historians that the 

Harikela state could accommodate Sylhet, Cachar, Tripura, Chittagong and some other adjoining 

districts within its territorial jurisdiction.
11 
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 The decay of the Harikela rule in the region provided an ample opportunity to the Tripuri 

kings to establish their sway of influence and to exert political control cover Cachar, Sylhet and 

Tripura plains
12

.  The historical remains of the brick temples, tanks and roads at Rajghat situated 

in Sonai near river Rukni, a tributary of the river Barak, confirms the fact. Traditions however 

indicate that in spite of shifting of their capital from here and there and finally to Agartala, the 

Tripuri rule continued unabated upto the middle of the 16th century.
13

  But the inseparable 

historical process of Surma-Barak Valley was disrupted with the advent of Islamic inroad when 

Hazrat Shahjalal conquered Sylhet region in the early 14th century. Subsequently Sylhet 

including today's Karimganj found herself within the territorial boundary of the then Bengal and 

accepted the political hegemony of the Muslim rulers of Bengal.   It appears to be the first 

instance in the historical period that Barak-Surma Valley was divided into two separate political 

formations. But Cachar Valley still experienced the political overlord-ship of the Tripuri 

sovereigns and continued to be ruled by the same. However, it was an uphill task on the part of 

the rulers of Tripura to maintain their sway of influence over the Cachar plains from a distant 

place like Agartala. Accordingly, petty chiefs were employed by the rulers of Tripura to run the 

administrative machinery in Cachar popularly known as Rajas. But this much seems to be certain 

that with moving out of the Tripuri capital from the valley, their authority over the entire tract of 

land reduced considerably. The Tripuri sovereigns were thrown into an inferior position where 

from they could enjoy only nominal powers. The actual power was grabbed by these petty 

chieftains who heather to became the real executive of the valley. These feudatory chiefs 

employed by the Tripuri rulers rose to prominence and started enjoying considerable amount of 

local autonomy. The passing of Sylhet to the Mohammedans led to decline of the Tripuri rule in 

Cachar. Subsequently the entire region was conquered by Chila Rai, the illustrious general of 

Naranarayan's garrison, the king of Cooch Behar. The second half of the 16th century witnessed 

a tremendous Koch military expedition which compelled the sovereigns of Assam, Maibong, 

Manipur and Jaintia to bow down before the Koch army and had to accept Koch suzerainty by 

paying an annual tribute to them. Entering into the Cachar plains, Chila Rai inflicted a crushing 

defeat on the Tripuri king and compelled the Tripuri army to quit. Finding no way out, the 

Tripuri king sued for the peace and river Longai was accepted as the boundary between to  
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Koaches and the Tripuris. With it, the Tirpuri rule in Cachar plains virtually came to an end. A 

treaty was signed which paved the way for the establishment of Koach rule in Cachar with 

Kamalnarayan, the brother of Naranarayan as the first Koch resident of Cachar
14

.  The political 

scenario had to experience an eventual change when the Koach principality in Cachar had 

severed linkage with its higher authority at Cooch Behar by asserting independence and paved 

the path for the emergence of sovereign Khaspur state, popularly known as Dehan kingdom. 

 Cachar plains fall an easy prey to the Dimasa rulers who in the meantime initiated the 

process of expanding their jurisdiction over the land cited above. The Dimasa king of Maibong, 

Jasanarayan (alias Satrudaman) moved to that direction and became successful in occupying a 

tract of the fertile valley of Cachar bordering North Cachar Hills. It was then further extended 

and touched the boundary of Mughal dominated Sylhet district. Forts were erected at places like 

Pratapgarh and Asuritikar (situated in today's Karimganj district of Assam) which were forcibly 

occupied by the Dimasas from the Mughals.
15

  To make the glory eternal, he adopted the title 

Srihattavijayi or the overlord of Sylhet. The coin issued by him in 1524 Saka (1602 A.D.) stood 

to the authenticity of the demand.
16

   He is said to have repulsed a Mughal inroad in 1612 A.D. 

and the heroic saga was aptly highlighted by the Bengali novel Ranachandi written in Cachar 

which highlighted his heroic role and bestowed him with the title of the invincible conqueror of 

the Muslims
17

.  But the success was short lived as the Mughal emperor Shahjahan expressed the 

desire that the campaign against the Dimasa kingdom should be continued unabated. Shaikh 

Kamal was replaced by a more competent commander. Establishing a thana at Asuritikar, the 

new Mughal commander was making full scale preparation to proceed towards Maibong. The 

situation became a grim one when the Mughals recaptured Karimganj. Only on agreeing to pay a 

huge compensation, both in cash and kind annually, Jasanarayan could some how save his 

kingdom from the possible Mughal onslaught
18

.  Erecting a fort at Badarpur, the Mughals took 

its possession which became the frontier of Bengal till the emergence of British Paramountcy in 

Cachar plains.
19

  Though a vast tract of land adjoining the Sylhet frontier was forcibly occupied 

by the Mughals from the Dimasas, yet the administrative unit of Cachar plains situated at the 

foot of the Borail range remained under the sway of influence of the succeeding rulers of 

Maibong. Codifying a series of laws called Cacharir Niyam, Tamradhvajanarayan issued an 

order to run  
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the administrative machinery of Cachar plains, proved one thing beyond doubt that the hill 

adjoining areas of Cachar plains still continued to be dominated by the rulers of Maibong
20

.  The 

appointment of Maniram Lashkar hailing from Borkhola area of Cachar plains as the Uzir to 

look after the administration of justice and revenue collection in the same area, Raja 

Krishnachandranarayan proved his authority over the area sited above. The copper plate issued 

by the same king, found at a latter period after an excavation work, established its authenticity.
21 

 Meanwhile, the marriage between kanchani, the daughter of veteran Dehan ruler Bhim 

Singha of Khaspur and prince Lakshmichandra, a scion of Dimasa royal family of Matbong, 

opened a new era in the realm of the establishment of Dimasa authority at Khaspur. The 

historians acknowledged the authenticity of that marriage of immense importance. Even the 

Koch chronicles corroborated the episode of the marriage.  The establishment of matrimonial 

relationship between the Dehan kingdom of Khaspur and Dimasa royal family of Maibong paved 

the path for the shifting of Dimasa capital from Maibong to Khaspur especially after the sad 

demise of Bhim Singh
22

.  But modern historians of the region expressed the opinion that the 

migration of the Dimasa rulers from Maibong to Cachar plains and shifting of capital to Khaspur 

was hastened owing to periodic Ahom raids. To make the situation more vulnerable, the Jaintias 

left no stone unturned by showing aggressive designs to the Dimasas which might compel them 

to think seriously over the migration issue. Ultimately, it was decided on the part of the Dimasas 

to transfer their capital to the southern side of Borail range to maintain safe distance both from 

the Ahoms and the Jaintias.
23

   It led to the establishment of Dimasa authority in Cachar with its 

capital at Khaspur.  

 As soon as the process of the transfer of capital was started, the Dimasa inhabitants of 

rank and position came down to the plains of Cachar, but till then the population pattern in 

Cachar was predominantly Bengalee.
24

  During the Dimasa rule, Cachar plains experienced the 

entry of numerous immigrants of Bengalee origin from Tipperah, Mymensingh, Rongpur and 

Sylhet who became permanent settlers of the land. The regular interaction between the 

immigrants and the native residents led to the establishment of a cultural synthesis which 

developed a close socio-cultural tie among the people. The uninterrupted exodus of people in the 

successive years from different directions brought about a significant change in the population  
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pattern of Cachar plains and the admixture of numerous race, religion and culture led to 

emergence of a multicultural society with diverse ethno-religious identity.  In spite of the 

Mongoloid ethnic identity of the ruling stock, Hinduism played a dominant role as it could 

accommodate within its radius diverse social groups and it became a reality due to the ongoing 

process of Sanskritisation. To make this fertile land economically more viable and socially more 

advanced; the Dimasa rulers of Khaspur left no stone unturned to attract more settlers from the 

neighbouring province of Bengal. The first Dimasa king of Khaspur, Harishchandranarayan even 

encouraged Bengalee Muslims of Sylhet to get themselves settled in the Kachari kingdom. He 

even allotted land to them by a deed executed in 1755 A.D
25

.  The people of higher strata within 

the fold of Hindu social system named Brahmans, Kayastyas and Baidyas rushed to Cachar to 

enroll themselves as employees at different heights in the royal count and they played a key role 

in the socio-political fabric of pre-colonial Cachar. Bengali became the official language and all 

the administrative business in the royal court was conducted in Bengali. Bengalee culture 

received royal patronage and it became the key component of the cultural life of the kingdom. 

The last two kings of the Dimasa royal family, by composing a host of Bengali poems, extended 

royal patronage for upliftment of Bengali language and literature within the territorial 

jurisdiction of the Dimasa kingdom.
26

  They even promoted the cause of Bengali learning and 

granted scholarships to promising scholars for popularizing Bengali. Sanskrit also received equal 

importance from the royal authority. The process of sanskritisation touched its culminating point 

when the Dimasa sovereigns of Cachar embraced Hinduism and leaned towards the Brahmanical 

cult. Bhagabat Purana was translated in local dialect by one Bhubaneswar Bachaspati, a 

celebrated poet of the Dimasa royal court during that age.  He used to recite it daily in the royal 

court for eliminating the evil spirit
27

.  The Dimasa kings even patronised Sanskrit learning and 

granted stipend to those talented students studying Sanskrit
28

.  The bulk of the Hinduised 

population of Cachar performed numerous religious rituals associated with Vedic traditions. 

Furthermore, Cachar plains was brought within the orbit of pan-Indian Bhakti Movement 

propagated by Sree Chaitanya, the worthy son of Sylhet. The Bhakti cult backed by its rich 

culture and literature left an abiding influence on Cachar plains and it accentuated the process of 

cultural assimilation and brought diverse social groups closer to each other
29

.  Appointing a large  
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number of Bengalees as ministers and high officials for the transaction of royal business and to 

look after the affairs of the state, the Dimasa sovereigns exhibited their pro-Bengali sentiment 

and it provided a stimulus to the relationship between the ruler and the ruled.
30 

 But the Dimasa governance in Cachar did not last long. The closing years of the Dimasa 

rule was marked by dissension and anarchy. The last two rulers Krishnachandra Narayan and 

Govindachandra Narayan fall victim to the chaotic condition prevailed in Cachar. The reign of 

Krishna Chandra witnessed deteriorating trend in the mutual relationship between the Ahoms 

and Dimasas and it affected their bi-lateral relationship. At one point of time, the Kachari capital 

at Khaspur naturally turned into a centre for all anti-Ahom activities. The inevitable consequence 

was an Ahom invasion upon his kingdom. The Ahom army defeated the Dimasas and captured 

all anti-Ahom elements
31

.  Moreover Krishna Chandra's marriage with Manipuri princess 

Induprabha brought disastrous consequences for the Cachari kingdom. The marriage with the 

Manipuri princess provided a 'God-sent' opportunity to the disgruntled Manipuri princes to get 

the Dimasa royal family involved in the fratricidal conspiracies. It was due to this marriage that 

the Manipuri princes could make Cachar their secret hide-outs for organising conspiracies and 

counter-conspiracies.
32 

 The entire episode took a more critical turn with the accession of Govindachandra 

Narayan on the royal throne. When the Dimasa state categorically needed a king with diplomatic 

astuteness, Govindachandra Narayan failed to stand to its expectation. His self indulgent nature 

created problems which knew no limit. The palace intrigues among rival groups had already 

sapped the vitality of the kingdom. The internal dissension touched its culminating point when 

Govindrachandra Narayan married Induprabha, the widow of late Krishnachandra Narayan.
33

  

The degraded social status of Govindrachandra Narayan for marrying his brother's widow and 

the prevailing political confusion in the Cachari kingdom encouraged Gambhir Singh and 

Chaurjit Singh, two exiled Manipuri prices then residing in Dimasa kingdom, to extend their 

demands for helping themselves against the then Manipuri king Marjit Singh. At the outset, 

Govindrachandra Narayan did not pay any heed to the request but the prevailing situation 

compelled himself to involve in the ongoing political termoil
34

.  The appointment of Gambhir 

Singh as the Commander-in-chief of the infantry of Dimasa kingdom added fuel to the fire. 

Marjit Singh, who usurped the  
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royal throne of Manipur by that rime took it seriously and in order to crush his opponents, 

launched a full scale attack on the Dimasa kingdom in 1817 A.D. Feeling helpless 

Govindrachandra Narayan approached East India Company's officers stationed at the fort of 

Badarpur, about two miles away from his capital, for extending their helping hands to overcome 

the crisis. He even bowed down before the Governor General requesting him to save him from 

the onslaught of the rebel Manipuri princes. Realising the gravity of the situation, the Higher 

Authorities ordered J. French, the then Collector of Sylhet, to despatch Davidson to Cachar with 

a large contingent to suppress the revolt. The expedition was a decisive one and Marjit was 

compelled to withdraw his garrison from Cachar plains
35

.  Yet the menace loomed large on the 

political horizon of the kingdom as the other Manipuri prince Chaurjit Singh staying at Khaspur, 

entered into a conspiracy with the Jaintia king who was in alliance with Tularam, the dismissed 

Senapati and the newly appointed Commander of Chandi Paltan, Gambhir Singh. The rebels 

while moving from one place to another, set villages on fire, ransacked the property of the 

innocent civilians and committed frightful atrocities on the countrymen. Incapable of tackling the 

ferocity of the insurgents, Govindachandra Narayan once again requested the Higher Authirities 

either to allow him to maintain a small contingent of Company's army permanently in his 

kingdom or to employ into service two hundred up-country sepoys and an English officer for his 

personal safety. He was even ready to pay an annual tribute to the Company.
36

  But the Company 

was totally indifferent towards the proposals of Govindrachandra Narayan which left him in a 

precarious position. It was a boon to the rebels and by a surprise night attack on the royal palace, 

the conspirators made an abortive attempt to assassinate Govindachandra Narayan. But he 

escaped narrowly and rushed to Sylhet that included within the territorial jurisdiction of the 

Company.
37

  It made the rebel Manipuri princes virtually the undisputed master of Cachar plains. 

Marjit Singh, who had been driven out of Manipur by the invading Burmese force, also came to 

Khaspur and joined the rebel party. 

 Dividing Dimasa kingdom into three divisions, the Manipuri brothers started governing 

the princely state from three separate destinations during the period 1819-1823 A.D. 

Govindrachandra Narayan made repeated attempts to convince the Company's officers to extend  
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their helping hands to reinstate him but did not get any favourable response. To re-establish his 

authority over the lost kingdom, he made a frantic effort in 1820 A.D. to reach Khaspur but the 

Manipuri princes stood as a stumbling block and did not permit him to move beyond 

Kathigarh
38

.   

 But soon quarrel broke out among the rebel Manipuri princes and Chaurjit was compelled 

to take refuge in the Company's territory. Both Marjit Singh and Gambhir Singh acted sharply 

and grabbed the territory under Chaurjit's occupation. Govindachandra Narayan was observing 

everything happened in his kingdom in sullen silence. In a dejected manner, Govindachandra 

Narayan even submitted a proposal for the merger of his kingdom with Sylhet. But the Higher 

Authorities was not ready to comply with his request and turned down the proposal in an outright 

fashion.
39 

 But the situation started changing rapidly with the establishment of Burmese sway of 

influence in Brahmaputra valley or Assam proper. It was a boon to Govindrachandra Narayan 

and he made up his mind to get himself reinstated on the throne with the help of the Burmese. To 

the Burmese, it was a 'God send' opportunity and without wasting any time the Burmese 

responded to the appeal of Govindrachandra Narayan. The Burmese were preparing the master 

plan to launch a full scale offensive against the Dimasa kingdom.40
  Getting first hand information 

regarding the rapid advancement of the Burmese troops towards Cachar plains, the Company officials 

could realize the gravity of the situation. Apprehending the danger, the then Governor General Lord 

Amherst expressed his deep concern over the development in Cachar plains and made it clear to the Court 

of Directors that if Cachar plains fell into the hands of the Burmese, it would endanger the safety and 

security of Sylhet situated in Bengal frontier
41

. 

 Badarpur, a place included within the territorial boundary of the then Sylhet, witnessed 

the signing of a treaty on 6 March, 1924 where David Scott, latter on became the first British 

Commissioner of colonial Assam, signed a treaty with Govindrachandra Narayan honouring the 

instructions of the then Governor General. Agreeing to pay an annual tribute of Rs. 1000/- to the 

Company, Govindrachandra Narayan could convince the British authorities to recognise him as 

the protected and legitimate ruler of Cachar
42

.  The first Anglo-Burmese war that started on 5 

March 1824, one day before the signing of the treaty of Badarpur, was a desperate attempt on the 

part of the Governor General Amherst to exterminate the Burmese menace from the North-East  
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India. Once the war started, the British garrison took full scale offensive against the Burmese 

troops advancing from the side of North Cachar and Jaintia Hills and defeated the Burmese army  

comprehensively. Entering into Cachar plains from Manipur, the Burmese troops perpetrated 

terrible atrocities on the local inhabitants and forced them to take refuge in Company's territories 

by destroying their ancestral villages. With the appearance of Col. Inns to Cachar plains, the 

situation was changed completely and the British troops compelled the Burmese garrison to 

vacate the princely state. 
43 

 As soon as the Burmese menace from Cachar plains was over, Govindrachandra Narayan 

was reinstated to the royal throne in accordance with the terms of the treaty of Badarpur. But his 

capital was shifted to Haritikar, a place situated on the north bank of river Barak. To settle the 

ongoing political crisis in North Cachar Hills, David Scott induced Raja Govindrachandra 

Narayan to come to an understanding with Tularam, the dismissed Senapati of the Dimasa 

kingdom. An agreement was signed by which Govindrachandra Narayan agreed to concede to 

Tularam the hilly tract of the Dimasa kingdom located in Borail range. In turn, Tularam accepted 

the paramount authority of Govindrachandra Narayan.
44 

 But Govindrachandra Narayan could not rule over Cachar plains for a long time after 

being reinstated to the royal throne. His governance came to an end in 1830 A.D. when he was 

murdered by an unknown assassin said to have engaged by Gambhir Singh. Due to the absence 

of any legal heir to the vacant throne, the Company which had its greedy eyes on Cachar 

annexed it by a proclamation issued in August 14, 1832 A.D. to the British dominion
45

.  Thus 

Cachar plains, the major constituent of today's Barak Valley was succumbed to the imperialist 

designs of the British East India Company. 

 The Supreme Government after Cachar's annexation appointed Lieutenant Thomas Fisher 

as superintendent of Cachar in 1833 A.D. with its headquarter at Dutpatil, situated in the suburb 

of Silchar town. The superintendent was initially placed under the supervision of the 

Commissioner of Assam. Thereafter he was placed under the supervision of the Commissioner of 

Dacca as the valley was amalgamated with Bengal for better administrative convenience. 

 Thus the internal strife and dissension that rocked the Dimasa Kingdom which the 

Dimasa rulers failed to resolve, paved the path for cross-border intervention and it brought the  
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 princely state on the brink of lawlessness and political turmoil. Taking advantage of this 

uncertainty and chaotic condition, the imperial administration involved in the affairs of Dimasa 

Kingdom and brought it within the network of British colonial rule. It sealed the destiny of that 

princely state for ever and Cachar plains, today's Barak Valley had been incorporated within the 

territorial jurisdiction of British India. The establishment of British colonial rule paved the path 

for Cachar's entry into the realm of capitalist world economy as the colonizers forced Cachar to 

open her doors by shaking off the policy of splendid isolation which she had been following for 

years. The advent of colonial rule brought to surface numerous complexities which left its 

adverse mark on the hybrid social formation composed of the Mongoloids and the non-

Mongoloids especially the Bengalees. The merger of Cachar with British India brought an abrupt 

end of the indigenous administration. At the outset, the imperial government involved pre-

colonial aristocratic section of the Dimasa Kingdom to run the administrative machinery of 

British Cachar. But it could not satisfy the thrust of alien administration being nurtured by 

bureaucratic fervour and it was soon replaced by a combination of British-Mughal system of 

administration. The colonial Cachar could experience the steady growth of urbanization and the 

spread of modern education which opened a new era that promoted the cause of imperial rule.   It 

was a period of transition and the valley had to witness a tremendous change in the socio-

economic fabric of the society. Though the colonial rule apparently led to material advancement 

of the country and brought a certain degree of modernization, yet the alien government embarked 

on the path of divide and rule which developed a serious cleavage between the ruler and the 

ruled in the subsequent period.
46

  The British Government never tried to promote the cause of the 

native people as it would jeopardise their vested interests. The colonizers consolidated their 

position at the expense of the native people. When the alien administration was busy in 

consolidating the iron hand of colonial regime in the region, the country could experience the 

semblance of patriotism and it expedited the pace of national struggle for freedom to emancipate 

the country from colonial bondage. Surma-Barak Valley also embarked on the path of fierce 

agitation when the residents of the valley reacted sharply over the transfer of their area to the 

newly formed Chief Commissioner's province of Assam in 1874 A.D. The amalgamation of the 

valley with the districts of Brahmaputra proper developed resentment among the valley dwellers  
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and they raised their dissentient voice against the high-handed administrative decision of the 

colonial management. It was a clear indication that political consciousness started taking a 

definite shape in the valley centering on the question of language and culture and it gave birth to 

identity politics in the subsequent period.
47

 It developed a deep rooted suspicion in the hearts of 

social elites and landlords and they registered their opposition in the form of submitting 

memoranda against the unwanted amalgamation. The land holding class of Karimganj also 

followed the same path taking into account their linguistic and cultural identity. The dwellers of 

Cachar also moved towards the same direction.
48

  Though the colonial administration turned 

down the legitimate demand, yet the submission of memoranda could be considered as the 

stepping stone towards the direction of politics of agitation that the twin districts of Sylhet and 

Cachar could witness in the first three decades of 20th century. The history of the valley since 

then is too well-charted to be repeated here. 
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Abstract : The function of Television is to amuse, entertain, inform, and to inculcate among 

the individuals values, beliefs, and codes of behavior that will integrate them into the 

institutional structures of the larger society. While Television advertisements exercise short term 

influence on the audience, the long term influence is exercised in the form of its onscreen 

cultural portrayal through various programmes like soap operas and reality shows. Reality 

television is a relatively new genre in India and it is basically a mimic of the foreign popular 

shows. Primarily it was adopted by the national media players and now this format is being 

copied by the regional broadcasters too. Experiments with the format of these reality shows can 

be found in its varied forms. In this paper an attempt has been made to critically analyze three 

game shows of popular Bengali General Entertainment Channels (GEC) which are targeted for 

women, anchored by women and participants are also mostly women. 

 

Key Words: Television, Reality Shows, Stereotype, Gender-Roles, Culture. 

 

 

"Today television is, for all practical purposes, the common culture. Culture is the system of 

messages that cultivates the images fitting the established structure of social relations. As such, 

the main function of culture is to cultivate resistance to change. It functions to make people 

accept life as good and society as just; no matter how things really are."   

         George Gerbner,  

            The Dynamics of Cultural Resistance 

Gerbner here gives stress on the role of television reinforcing customs, traditions, lifestyle 

practices, social norms that constitute culture. 'Globalization and corporate investments by  

*Research Scholar, Rabindra Bharati University and Guest Lecturer, Alia University, Kolkata 
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multicultural corporations have undoubtedly played a role in the changing culture of India that 

becomes apparent in the audiovisual narratives..' (Dasgupta et al. 2012).Among these narratives 

of television, genres like soap opera, sitcoms, television drama, music videos and advertisement 

have been interrogated frequently with questions like gender stereotyping, commodification of 

women by feminist media critiques.  But during last one decade, there have been many path-

breaking evolutions in the content of Indian television and reality shows are one of them' (Singh, 

2009). These shows can be broadly categorized as talent hunt shows and game shows. There are 

several game shows based on different concepts which are telecast on various national and 

regional channels at present.  Among them there are few shows that are targeted for women, 

anchored by women and participants are also mostly women. Some of these shows are among 

the most viewed reality shows; examples can be given of the reality shows called 'Rojgere Ginni' 

of E-TV Bangla (now Colors Bangla), Didi No. 1 of Zee Bangla and Parar Sera Bouthan of E-

TV Bangla. As Dasgupta opines in the book 'Media, Gender and Polpular Culture in India - 

Tracking Change and Continuity' that ‘from epics to the epicenter of contemporary popular 

culture, Indian women remain the second sex, trapped in the triple bind of religion, patriarchy, 

and capitalism' these reality shows also conform to the convention in certain ways but 'are 

accommodating to women's multiple identities in contemporary society' (Margaret Gallagher) in 

some other ways.  

 

Rojgere Ginni 
 

Let us first concentrate on the show 'Rojgere Ginni' (The Earning Housewife) of E-TV Bangla. It 

is one of the longest running Bengali television shows. Unlike most of the reality shows the 

game used to be played in the household of the 'Ginni' itself. This show had three female anchors 

in its lifespan of ten years. The anchor used to start the episode with light-hearted chat with the 

wife and gradually introduce other family members to the audience. In the first round of the 

game a song the anchor normally sings a song and the wife has to answer a question based on 

this song. The second and the third round concentrate on tasks based on daily household works.  
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It is to be noticed that the game starts with the wife alone; the husband gets introduced in the 

third round and five other members of the family or may be the friends of the wife get a chance 

to participate in the game in the fourth round where the anchor reads out ten ingredients with 

their quantity from a shopping list and the participants had to repeat those with exact quantity. 

The fifth round is called the 'Bumper Round'
1
  which is also a family round. In this round a table 

is set with different kinds of small props (like toys, dishes, cups, showpieces, candle stand etc.). 

The anchor asks participants to observe the position of the props very carefully. After that she 

asks the participants to go out of the room for some time. The anchor rearranges five props of the 

table and asks the participants to identify those five changes. The show breaks the stereotypical 

notion that 'money earning and providing for the family is socially linked to masculinity, while 

spending and managing that money becomes feminine' (Fiske, 1990). The very title of the show 

gives a hint to this and the monetary reward that is offered after each round '…symbolically 

liberates women from their economic constraints and in doing so liberates them from their 

husband's economic power' (Fiske, 1990). This economic superiority is one of the many ways 

that patriarchy has constructed to make women subordinate to them. Through the chatting with 

the host the housewife's thoughts and feeling become public which is otherwise confined to 

domestic sphere. The show is progressive in its approach as in the third round the husband is 

found to share hands with the wife in household works which is an attempt to focus on the 

changing gender roles in our society. But at the same time it conforms to the stereotype as it 

celebrates the state of being a housewife as the term 'Ginni' itself signifies. Here '…the deep 

penetration of traditional role-playing is sustained…' (Dasgupta et al. 2012).If we look at the 

format of the show we will find that very intriguingly the last two rounds where memorizing 

capability is required are not played by the woman only but is played with the accompaniment of 

other members of the family and the skills that are required to play other three rounds are 'the 

skills that…are not the formally taught skills of intellect and memory, but the human skills 

developed by social experience..'  (Fiske, 2011). Moreover as the game progresses it establishes 

woman from an individual to a family member reincarnating 'women's role in the family'. 
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Didi No. 1  
 

This is another Bengali television game show for women. This show was launched in 2010 and it 

is currently running its sixth season. The show has been anchored by eminent Bengali television 

and film actresses. The game is played in the studio in the presence of 'live' audience which 

constitutes mostly  women. Participants are chosen on the basis of audition and are asked to do 

activities which include 'household quiz, best bargain, time driven tasks and guess the price of a 

household product
2
  etc. Though at the time of its launching the show targeted mostly 

housewives
3
  gradually they started including career women, college students, even kids as their 

participants
4
 . The format of the show has also undergone changes. At present there are five 

rounds: the first round constitutes a task that is to be completed by each contestant in a stipulated 

time, in the second round participants are asked a particular song related questions. The host of 

the show continues an informal conversation with the participants and through this they get a 

chance to give expression to their thoughts, hidden talents which otherwise go 'unnoticed, 

unrecognized and unapplauded' (Fiske, 1990). In the third round a line of a poem or a song is 

acted out and the participants are asked to identify it. In addition to rewarding the contestants 

with a wide range of consumer goods (mostly used by women) in this show they are also given 

the freedom sometimes to choose a product as a reward. The participants shop for their own and 

as Fiske elaborates 'shopping for oneself has quite a different meaning to shopping for the home: 

the one is leisure, liberating and recreational, the other is labour, confining and subordinating'. 

The last round requires some mental exercise to solve the puzzle which is usually connected to 

cooking spices or ingredients of a recipe. At the end the winner selected through a 'memory test' 

and is accorded with rewards in the presence of noisy, cheering audience. As Fiske states a 

strong element of carnival is noticed here. For Bakhtin 'the carnival was the occasion when the 

repressions of everyday life could be lifted, when the voices of the oppressed could be heard at 

full volume, when society admitted to pleasures which it ordinarily repressed and denied'(Fiske, 

1990).  
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Parar Shera Bouthan 
 

ETV Bangla launched another game show called Parar Shera Bouthan. Para (locality) is an 

important segment of our society after family and the word bouthan which means sister-in-law 

carries a mark of Bengali culture. This show is also targeted for the housewives. At present, a 

famous television anchors the show and it unfolds over five rounds
5
 . The difference with the 

above show is that here the participants from the beginning play the games with their husbands. 

The show has both the mental and physical tasks to be performed by the participants. It is 

interesting to note that the tasks can be regarded as 'feminine tasks' and as John Fiske states in 

the essay 'Women and Quiz Shows: Consumerism, Patriarchy and Resisting Pleasure' the 

knowledge that is required to perform the mental task is "what our society treats as 'women's' 

knowledge". The prizes that are given to the participants too are the products which are 

conventionally used by women like - cooking oil, bowl - set, cutlery set, food products and so 

on. These simultaneously position women as 'housewife and consumer' (Fiske, 1990). The 

'traditional notions of the self-effacing homemaker, caregiver, women as domestic 

Alsatians…cook and the nurturer of adults, senior citizens, and children (Dasgupta et al. 2012)' 

get reaffirmation here. If we analyze the over-all format of these two shows - Didi No. 1 and 

Parar Sera Bouthan we will find that 'at the beginning the contestants are introduced, their 

individual differences - names, family circumstances, occupations and sometimes personal 

details such as likes and dislikes, hobbies, or ambitions - are given a ritual recitation that moves 

them from differentiated individuals to equal competitors' (Fiske, 2011). Among these 

competitors a winner is chosen at the end which is marked with an element of carnival as 

illustrated earlier. 

 As Dasgupta said in the book quite categorically that women continue to be regarded as the 

second sex, " Women thus have been treated as the other, marginalized in mainstream media 

representation by the powerful men who control media industries, with media content help in to 

systematically reproduce that unequal gendered social relationship"( Creedon and Cramer) these  

reality shows also centre around the traditional role of a woman which is to cook food, to give 

nourishment to the members of the family. Questions asked in these shows are mostly connected  
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to the preparation of a recipe, procedure of cooking and the rewards that are commonly given to 

the participants are - utensils, cooking oil, gas-oven, furniture for home-décor and so on. This is 

to emphasize the role of women as a manager of a family/home. Along with these beauty 

products, jewelries, saris are also given to the participants which again assign women a position 

where their 'survival rests on pleasing' men  (Munter, 1984) through their gorgeous look and 

beautiful skin. If we look at the overall format of these shows we will find that 'the linkages 

between women and family remain strong'  (Wright, 2001) and 'the stereotypical images 

continue to be transmitted too' (Dasgupta et al.2012). But these shows are progressive in their 

approach as they are a departure from 'family conflicts with overdressed men and women, and 

infinite number of weddings' of television soaps and serials which 'show women not as 

progressive decision-makers in families but conspirators' (Dasgupta et al.2012). They are better 

than the reality shows like Big Boss (Bengali on ETV Bangla) which 'glamorize the roles of 

plotting, scheming' by the participants. Though 'it is indeed an acknowledged fact that "no reality 

show can bring us reality; any act of representation and framing creates its own version of reality 

in many different ways by estheticizing it, emotionalizing moments, dramatizing revelations, 

withholding information selectively or by imbuing some moments with significance while 

ignoring others…".[but] In the process, pictures of true individual grit and determination and 

social reality also emerge.' (Singh M.  2012) Moreover the above mentioned shows do not work 

on 'structured reality' rather present women in their natural spirit and present a different image of 

women than the conventional media images which are constructed to consolidate 'traditional 

paradigms and de-recognizing the changes that are taking place in the contemporary scenario. 

That is life-style changes, increase in number of professional women, multitasking women, 

shared household work, women in higher salary structures than their male partners or husbands..' 

(Dasgupta et al.2012). As Fiske says 'the arguments that television is always an agent of the 

status quo are convincing, but not totally so. ..It is wrong to see it as an originator of social 

change, or even to claim that it ought to be so, for social change must have its roots in material 

social existence; but television can be, must be, part of that change.."  (Fiske, 2011). In this  
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respect mention can be made of another Bengali reality show called Swayamvar which was 

telecast on Star Jalsha (Bengali GEC) where three women were given the freedom to choose 

from the male contestants who used to perform various task to woo the hopeful bride
6
 . The show 

attempted to minimize gender inequality by giving the women participants the freedom to select 

their life partners according to their will. This can be a regarded as a mark of onscreen portrayal 

of women empowerment where they are not 'chosen' but have the power to 'choose'. 
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Environmental Sculpture and Ramkinkar Baij 
 

Dr. Ganesh Nandi* 
Abstract: Before 19th century Indian sculpture was purely traditional and conceptual. Only 

after the colonialism, Indian sculpture got a little touch of modernity. But he was Ramkinkar 

Baij, a modern maestro of Indian sculpture, who brought in a new age in Indian Sculpture. He 

was the Pathfinder of a new and unexplored horizon through his experiments with form, concept, 

medium and working process.  

The most significant contribution of Ramkinkar in modern Indian sculptures is his open air 

sculpture or eco-friendly sculpture. Therefore, he was the first among Indian sculptors to give 

vent to the idea that sculpture has a deep tie with nature. His most important open air 

environmental sculptures are Sujata (1935), Santhal Family (1938), Call of the Mill (1956), 

and Harvester (1943). His environmental sculptures are unique for their monumentality, 

different texture, play of light and shade. They are very bold, expressionistic, energetic and 

restless. It seems these are always moving. Ramkinkar created his open air sculpture on the spot. 

He represented first time in Indian sculpture labour class people as a subject matter. He proved 

that there can be a concept in sculpture. With the help of his environmental sculptures he was 

able to set up a mile stone of modern Indian sculpture. 

Introduction 

Art is always guided by the nature and its surroundings. Artist cannot surpass the boundary of 

time, space and his surrounding environment. But, the concept of environmental sculpture is a 

new form and it has augmented new directions and dimension to the art of sculpture. For an 

environmental sculpture the sculptor considers matter, space, form and content of a situation or 

surrounding. He does not approach it with a preconceived manner but explores to evolve through 

selection and rejection a new sculptural which has a direct accord with the larger environment. 

(Narzary : 1980). 

In India there is no significant development in this direction of environmental sculpture. The 

reason could be either the absence of patrons to commission large size outdoor sculpture in  
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 modern from and concept or the lack of artist's courage. In fact the beginning of modern 

exploration of environment sculptures in India is associated with the name of Ramkinkar Baij. 

As we know India has always a rich sculptural tradition. But, before 19th century Indian 

sculpture was purely traditional and conceptual. Only after the colonialism, Indian sculpture got 

a little touch of modernity. But he was Ramkinkar Baij, a modern maestro of Indian sculpture, 

who brought in a new age in Indian Sculpture. He was the Pathfinder of a new and unexplored 

horizon through his experiments with form, concept, medium and working process. What he 

made; it was fundamental and purely his personal. Ramkinkar established the basis of modern 

Indian sculpture. He made it clear that sculpture work could be done without any patronage, that 

sculpture works are not aimed at satisfying the royal pleasure. He gave a message not to pay 

homage to any individual. But, like any other form of art. Sculpture too, is an artist's self 

expression (Appaswami: 1991). 

 

Ramkinkar and Environmental Sculpture 

The most significant contribution of Ramkinkar in modern Indian sculptures is his open air 

sculpture or eco-friendly sculpture. Therefore, he was the first among Indian sculptors to give 

vent to the idea that sculpture has a deep tie with nature. Their symmetry is always aesthetical. 

He has understood the nature with his sensitivity. The motion of life, the variety of nature has 

captured by him. On the basis of his unborn talent he creates his own world of modernity and his 

open air environmental sculpture clearly reveals this. Among the notable outdoor sculptures by 

Ramkinkar few are clay reliefs on the mud wall of Shyamali and Black House. Yaksha-Yakshi is 

frontal and stands freely against an architectural background. Others like Sujata, Santhal Family 

are free standing open air environmental sculpture created for the environment of Santiniketan. A 

few of them are realistic; others are semi abstract or abstract. Most of all these outdoor creations 

are of large size, monumental and claim to be new as environmental sculpture in form and 

concept. They are in cement mixed with the locally available pebbles as a substitute to the costly 

medium like bronze. The outdoor sculptures have armatures of bamboo, iron rod and hay on 

which the mixture of cement and pebbles have been employed by adding and throwing process. 

The excess of mass and volume have been chipped out to direct process in cement has widened  
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the scope for executing sculpture in large outdoor sizes. The throwing process of the mixture 

renders a rough organic textured surface of natural look which enhances the environmental 

contact of his sculptures (Narzary: 1980).  

His outdoor sculptures enjoy the rhythm of primary structure, be they realistic or abstract and 

whatever their structure be. Vertically elongated Sujata' diagonally dynamic Call of the Mill 

architecturally stable Santhal Family or cross-balanced Harvester all these are controlled by the 

balance of the axis line and structural our growth. The subject of his sculptures are his close 

experience of man, woman, animal and landscape. Two of them which are known as the best 

examples of his environmental creation are representation of Santhals who through the 

neighborhood. (Singha : 2006).  

Some Immortal Environmental Sculpture of Ramkinkar Baij  

His most important open air environmental sculptures are Sujata (1935), Santhal Family (1938), 

Call of the Mill (1956), and Harvester (1943).  

Sujata  

The piece of sculpture Sujata can be accredited with ushering in the first modern sculpture in 

India. Ramkinkar created it sometime in 1935. Sujata best illustrates Ramkinkar's eco-friendly 

type of sculpture. While erecting it the artist totally severed his bond with the accepted canon of 

sculpture-making. Where a mediocre sculptor would have never forgotten to raise a pedestal 

below, Ramkinkar simply ignored it. Sujata is directly placed on the ground. Exhibiting 

monumentality, Sujata like the surrounding grove, is a part of the natural polyphony around. 

Rows of tall eucalyptuses stand all around. A cursory glance might not tell the onlooker of her 

presence. Hiding its torso amidst the tall trunks of eucalyptus trees, this work of sculpture then 

stretches itself upwards. Cast in a very bold hand, the work clearly generates some kind of 

movement, drama, dynamism. It is believed that Sujata with a bowl of 'payes' (porridge) on her 

head is approaching 'Buddhadeva', absorbed in his meditation a few yards hence.  

Santhal Family  

After completing his 'Sujata', Ramkinkar occupied himself with his second eco-friendly work 

called the 'Santhal Family' in 1938. Its diction, medium and aesthetics render it into a timeless 

piece of sculpture.  
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The sculpture in question brings out a homecoming journey of a tired Santhal Family after the 

end of a day. Their infant sits in the basket hanging from a rod on the shoulder of the Santhal 

male. The female carries a massive bundle on her head, and yet her left hand firmly holds her 

young kid. Even their pet dog is not left behind. Staying all day long with its master's family, it is 

now shadowing them. It may not be irrelevant to mention that his deep tie with nature made 

Ramkinkar sympathetic towards the animal-world in different works of his Sculpture. In this 

sculpture, the mere presence of a dog makes the Santhal Family an epitome of perfection. Their 

poverty- stricken, tiresome life is exposing happiness, which is blessed and even heavenly. After 

the toil of the whole day, the life they will find at home is out and out their own. They will enjoy 

life as their limited means allows them to do. For this, their exhausted stepping towards home is 

full of joy and happiness.  

Ramkinkar cast this work in cement-concrete medium in 'direct throwing process'. Even after 

this, the work identifies itself with the outer nature, with the red-pebbled land of Birbhoom. The 

Santhal male's neck is longer beyond proportion, the dog's leg is imperfect, and the Santhal 

female's body-language is to be admired as a perfect reflection of a Santhal beauty. Never did 

Ramkinkar try to imitate reality or realism. Rather he wanted to surpass their boundaries in order 

to portray the character of a situation and its feeling. The nature in Santiniketan found in him its 

ideal worshipper.  

 

Call of the Mill  

Ramkinkar's colossal work the Call of the Mill emblematizes movement and motion. It was 

erected in 1956. Just opposite the work Santhal Family in Kala Bhavan premises, a group of 

Santhal women cast in sculpture are seen rushing towards their working place along with their 

children. No sign of fatigue or weariness, rather the energetic zeal usually associated with every 

day break is expressively visible in each and every figure. The bust of the Santhal woman on the 

extreme left position in the composition is on the move towards the front, while her companion 

on the right is looking backwards. The fringe of her wind-blown saree has been firmly held by 

her indomitable offspring. The dire urge for earning livelihood and the motherly instinct of a 

woman are all engraved quite dexterously. The composition as a whole gives rise to a spin, 

which exposes a perpetual dynamism. The curved Palash tree just behind this composition is  
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very much symmetrical with the same tone in creating a spin. This has given Ramkinkar's 'call' 

an unforeseen perfection. This composition too, was created with the help of Ramkinkar' 

indigenous cement mixed concrete technique. 

Harvester  

Amidst the eco-friendly sculpture works of Ramkinkar, the Harvester is an immortal creation. It 

is erected behind the student's hostel of Kala Bhavan, on the edge of the road running towards 

Sriniketan. This piece too was made by the direct application of his cement- mixed concrete 

casting. Its height is 305 cm and it was created in 1943.Though a work of abstractionism, this 

work does not totally cast aside realism. Ramkinkar presents in it a very significant moment of a 

farmer's life. Direct intervention of reality is not there; just its simplified form is represented. No 

individual is clearly visible, and yet a farmer's sweating toil is at the center of this artwork. The 

sinews of a hand clutching a bundle of paddy swell with unending toil. The sculpture is not realistic 

and yet it is ready to surpass the reality. Here lies the enduring vigor of this piece of sculpture. 

Uniqueness of Ramkinkars Environmental sculpture 

His environmental sculptures are unique for their monumentality, different texture, play of light 

and shade. They are very bold, expressionistic, energetic and restless. It seems these are always 

moving. Before Ramkinkar sculpture were installed to glorify higher ordeals like god, goddesses 

or royal person. They were placed on higher pedestal. But Ramkinkar, created his open air 

sculpture on the spot. Through the sculpture Santhal Family he represented first time in Indian 

sculpture labour class people as a subject matter. There was no pedestal and it seems they are 

part of common people and they are moving with the people. He proved that there can be a 

concept in sculpture (Som: 2010).With the help of his environmental sculptures he was able to 

set up a mile stone of modern Indian sculpture. In all the way it can be considered Ramkinkar as 

modernist in Indian context.  

Conclusion 

 For an environmental sculpture the sculptor considers matter, space, form and content of 

a situation or surrounding. He does not approach it with a preconceived manner but 

explores to evolve through selection and rejection a new sculptural which has a direct 

accord with the larger environment. 
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 In India there is no significant development in this direction of environmental sculpture. 

The reason could be either the absence of patrons to commission large size outdoor 

sculpture in modern from and concept or the lack of artist's courage.  

 In fact the beginning of modern exploration of environment sculptures in India is 

associated with the name of Ramkinkar Baij.  

 Ramkinkar Baij, a modern maestro of Indian sculpture, who brought in a new age in 

Indian Sculpture. He was the Pathfinder of a new and unexplored horizon through his 

experiments with form, concept, medium and working process. What he made; it was 

fundamental and purely his personal.  

 Ramkinkar established the basis of modern Indian sculpture. He made it clear that 

sculpture work could be done without any patronage, that sculpture works are not aimed 

at satisfying the royal pleasure. He gave a message not to pay homage to any individual. 

But like any other form of art, Sculpture too, is an artist's self expression.  

 The most significant contribution of Ramkinkar in modern Indian sculptures is his open 

air sculpture or eco-friendly sculpture. Therefore, he was the first among Indian sculptors 

to give vent to the idea that sculpture has a deep tie with nature. Their symmetry is 

always aesthetical. 

 His environmental sculptures are unique for their monumentality, different texture, play 

of light and shade. They are very bold, expressionistic, energetic and restless. It seems 

these are always moving. 

 Before Ramkinkar sculpture were installed to glorify higher ordeals like god, goddesses 

or royal person. They were placed on higher pedestal. But Ramkinkar, created his open 

air sculpture on the spot. He represented first time in Indian sculpture labour class people 

as a subject matter. There was no pedestal and it seems they are part of common people 

and they are moving with the people.  

 He proved that there can be a concept in sculpture. With the help of his environmental 

sculptures he was able to set up a mile stone of modern Indian sculpture. In all the way it 

can be considered Ramkinkar as modernist in Indian context. 
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Morality: Ends and Means 
 

 

Dr. Samsul Alam Choudhury* 
 

Abstract: This article basically concerned with the relation between 'ends' and 'means' and tries 

to develop the theme on the basis of the notion of choice and purpose leading to morality. It is 

also an attempt to work out after relating 'ends' and 'means' to morality whether means is more 

important than ends or ends justify the means. I also explain the problem of 'ends' and 'means' 

equation in the debate between the Marxist thinkers (supporter of Socialism) and the Liberal 

philosophers (supporter of Capitalism). Lastly, I try to explicate whether there is a moral end. 

Key Words: Morality, Ends, Means, Choice, Purpose, Liberal or Capitalist, Marxist or Socialist. 

 

Introduction: 

The post-modern life has evolved with condemning the absolute leaving a feeling of 

foundationlessness in all aspects of life especially in morality. Postmodernism has created the 

ethos of relativity in all spheres of life, including morality. The dismemberment of the absolute 

leaves no certainty as a result the thinking turns paradoxical, controversial and even 

contradictory, nevertheless the centrality of morality cannot be denied. 

Ethics is the study of right conduct and good life, whereas morality is the practice of what one 

believes to be right and good. Morality is practice - involves doing, acting, and behaving. It is 

social and its significances are only within the social fabrics. Morality is a set of moral rules, 

principles or codes governing conduct. In this sense Gert argues, "Morality is a public 

system…governing behaviour which affects others…"
1
  However, the post-modern condition 

disregards a search for a single moral principle and rationally coherent system. Taylor and 

Winquist argue, "Postmodernism holds that morality is not necessarily rational, but there is no 

foundation discoverable by reason which is available to justify any particular ethical system…  

 

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Govt. Degree College, Longtharai Valley, 

Dist. Dhalai, Tripura  
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[that is] subjective rather than objective…and rationally cannot be identified as the ideal and 

defining characteristic of the person qua moral subject"
2
.  

 

Definition of 'Ends' and 'Means': 

However, without going any further into the debate on the nature of morality, there is no doubt 

that it is intractably interwoven with the issue of 'ends' and 'means'. Our ordinary understanding 

of the term 'means' is that it has no intrinsic value by itself however it is an essential and 

necessary element or ingredient to achieve something else that is itself good. 'Means' are means 

to an end, ways of achieving something desired. Means can only be defined in relation to 'ends' 

and vice versa. An end is something we want to obtain and the means represents the way in 

which we try to achieve something to attain it. The question of means and ends may also be 

viewed as one of universal and particular; for how the particular object is to be realised within a 

given context may be a matter of right choice of the means. 

 

Relationship between 'Ends' and 'Means': 

The usual contrast between ends and means originates in the view that they are two different 

categories of action and their relationship is mainly a technical matter to be settled by 

considering what will be effective and what is possible in a given situation, that the ethical and 

moral problem of choice requires an initial decision regarding the desired end and the obligatory 

acceptance of whatever step seem necessary to secure it or are most likely to do so. Ends and 

means have been classified in different ways according to circumstances, such as immediate and 

ultimate, essential and desirable, short term and long term, actual and potential etc. our 

immediate end may be described as a satisfaction or dissatisfaction. The ultimate end is the 

development of human personality, freedom, fulfillment and self-realization. The theoretical and 

practical efficacies of the means together with their moral implications in connection with 

corresponding ends have been considered widely. A vast majority of people will accept moral 

considerations not to have a bearing upon the adoption of means or that ends are morally and 

pragmatically preferable to means. However, the means and ends equation if properly applied is 

a solid and rigorous test of moral and ethical principles. Liberal and Pragmatic philosopher  
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Dewey holds that the end in the sense of consequences provides the only basis of moral ideas 

and action, and provides the only justification that can be found for the means employed.
3
  

However, William argues, "…all our acts, whether intellectual or moral, aim at some good 

end…what is the highest of all goods attainable by human action?...For both the untaught many 

and the educated few call it Happiness…and happiness to consist in a good and purposeful life"
4
.  

Distinction between 'Ends' and 'Means': 

The distinction between ends and means is not objective but subjective and has meaning only in 

relation to human purposes and satisfaction. An object may be now a means now an end. It can 

even be simultaneously a means and end, an intermediate end. Dewey argues that the term 'ends' 

and 'means' is a distinction in judgment. This distinction has the same kind of abstraction as the 

distinction of premises and conclusion
5
.  In this sense Paton argues, "Every premise is also a 

conclusion and every conclusion is also a premise. The act of thinking or inferring is continuous 

throughout the whole. Neither premises nor conclusion are what they are in isolation from one 

another, nor the conclusion is as necessary to the premises as the premises are to the 

understanding of the conclusion"
6
.  

 

Ends and Means: A Choice or Purpose of Action 

Action can be divided into voluntary and non-voluntary. It need not be emphasised that only 

voluntary action can be moral, for an action is voluntary when it originates from an agents 

choice. However, the choice may be either of means or end for which the action is preferred. The 

choice of action habitually begins from the thought of an end and works back to means, or starts 

with the thought of an action suggested by circumstances, and goes on to consider with more or 

less thoroughness its probable consequences. Hence, Masih argues, "…choice means the choice 

of "Means" for the attainment of the highest end in man".
7
  All moral action is motivated by the 

desire of an end preceded by choice of means, which are most likely to achieve the desired end. 

But Castaneda argues, "…complex background of ends includes the ideal of morality…[which] 

is usually what is at stake when people argue that the end alone does not justify a given means to 

it on the grounds that other ends make the means appropriate or improper. One often gives up a 

certain end because all the means he can employ to attain it are invalidated by higher ends"
8
.   
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An action is right or wrong, we judge by the intention which may sometimes be related with 

morality, but cannot be separated from motive, conscious motive is conscious desire for an end, 

that is, motive is an end chosen for one's action. The doing of one's duty indeed, be described as 

an object of desire but not as a desired end, in so far as speaking of an end implies that the end is 

something to be achieved by the use of means. Man performs his action on the basis of reason 

for making the action purposive, consists in the adoption of means to an end, and in purpose 

means and end necessarily fall apart. Purpose involves by general agreement a distinction 

between the means and end. The means represent the best available path in the circumstances to 

the result which is proposed as an end. De Burge argues, "If this be so, morality is not 

purposive… "Morality cares nothing for results"; its imperative are absolute, its judgment 

"immediate and intuitive", "final and irreversible". Purpose, being merely the direction of effort 

to bringing about a certain result or type of result, has nothing to do with the morality of a 

volitional act"
9
.  It shows that we cannot reconcile purpose and morality, but action has a 

purposive aspect, the purposive activity has no value for itself, but implies an ideal in which it is 

wholly superseded, a state of affairs in which all our ends are realised without activity on our 

part. Ideal is not implied in the purpose, but supervenes upon it from without. In this case only 

can purposive action be properly interpreted in terms of the category of means and ends. 

 

Does the End justify the Means? 

The historical controversy 'Does the end justify the means' cannot be dealt with in absolute 

terms. Ordinarily it is assumed of some ends that they justify the means of attaining it. However, 

Stocks takes an altogether different view and argues that end does not justify the means. He 

argues that there is no end whatsoever by which alone the detail of action can be guaranteed as 

right
10

.  The defenders of the doctrine 'end justifies the means", as Stocks points out, require that 

"…all means shall be justified in some other way and by some other standard than their value for 

this end or any end: that however magnificent is the prospect opened out by the proposed course 

of action, and however incontestable the power of the means chosen to bring this prospect 

nearer…".
11

  He argues, "…all practical purposes depend for their end; in what terms the  
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purposive attitude is conceived, one's own happiness, or to the greatest happiness of the greatest 

number, or even as self-realization; in each case this limitation stands, that the end is constituted 

by nature and supposed in the purposive activity".
12

  Therefore, good ends can be achieved only 

by the employment of appropriate means. The ends cannot justify the means, because the means 

employed to determine the nature of the ends produced. 

Marxists view on Morality of 'Ends and Means': 

The Marxists are basically concerned with the relation of ends and means in context of social 

action. Engels, for example, argues, "A really human morality which stands above any 

recollection of them becomes possible only at a stage of society which has not only overcome 

class antagonisms but has even forgotten them in practical life"
13

.  The Marxist thinker Trotsky 

also argues that morality is a product of social development; it serves social interests and that 

morality more than any other form of ideology has a class character
14

.  The Marxists openly 

declare that their ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social 

conditions. In this sense Engels declares, "…any means that leads to the aim suits me as a 

revolutionary, whether it is the most violent or that which appears to be most peaceable"
15

.  

Assuming that means can be justified by its end even then it may hold that the end in its turn 

needs to be justified. Trotsky points out from the Marxists point of view, which expresses the 

historical interests of the proletariat, that "…the end is justified if it leads to increasing power of 

man over nature and the abolition of the power of man over man".
16

  The Liberal philosopher 

Dewey points out the Marxian view which might be accepted that an end is not in need to be 

justified, but which is the justification of the ends that are in turn means to it and hold it the 

moral interest of the society, but not the historical interest and also not merely and exclusively 

that of the proletariat. Trotsky explains the principle that the end justifies the means does not 

mean that every means is permissible, only which really leads to the liberation and emancipation 

of mankind.
17

  

Liberal view on Morality of 'Ends and Means': 

But for Hegel as Pal argues that the State as the embodiment of eternal, absolutely rational, and 

substantive will is the highest end of an individual, whose highest duty is to obey it. The 

individual realises his freedom by carrying out the imperatives of the state which is an end in  
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itself, an expression of the spirit or Absolute. Hegel ascribes little importance to the role of 

means in the attainment of an individual end. The Hegelian concept of ends and means keeps in 

mind a feeling from metaphysical sources which failed to command universal agreement and of 

the role of means for the attainment of ends failed to serve human life.
18

   Iyenger argues, 

"…morality is binding upon the state as upon the individual… [and] State-action, in short, may 

be characterized as half-moral action. This is why law always lags behind morality. It is not a 

case of the absence of morality. It is only a limiting case of morality”.
19

  However, Russell 

argues, "The moralists…being primarily concerned with conduct, tends to become absorbed with 

means, to value the actions men ought to perform more than the ends which such actions 

serves"
20

.   

In practical life as in historical movement the ends and the means constantly change places. For 

example, a machine under construction is an end of production only that upon entering the 

factory it may be transformed into 'means'. If we contend that the end justifies the means is 

morally perverted doctrine, where Dewey has rightly asked, "Who can justify the means if not 

the end?" it is only the end that can justify the means.
21

  The Liberal moralists, Hazlitt argues, 

"We strive for intermediate ends that in turn become means toward still further ends…not always 

possible to say precisely how much we value something "intrinsically". But it is always possible 

to be clear-headed about the distinction. Morality must be valued primarily as a means to human 

happiness. Because it is an indispensable means…"
22

  So, it shows that a moral means is almost 

an end in itself because morality is its own reward. 

Is there a Moral End? 

The question arises 'Is there a moral end?' De Burge argues for morality, "…the moral end is an 

abstract principle".
23

  Widgery points out, "…to reduce all means to all ends and all ends to all 

means is to insist that nothing even ideals, can be regarded as constant or permanent, to demand 

that everything must be always moving, changing, forward-gazing…The end is no longer a 

terminus or limit to be reached. It is the active process of transforming the existent 

situation…Growth itself is the only moral end".
24

  Dewey argues the Marxists view, "…that class 

struggle is a means of attaining the end of the liberation of mankind… [is] to say that there is an 

absolute law of class struggle which determines the means to be used. For to determines the  
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means…and the end - the actual consequences, and upon the principle of genuine 

interdependence of means and end (is based on choice which is)…subjective…that the 

consequence will be liberation of mankind. Liberation of mankind is the end to be striven for. In 

any legitimate sense of "moral", it is a moral end". 
25

  

 

Conclusion: 

From the above explanation of the relation of ends and means in morality, justifying the ends and 

means axis and equation, liberal view shows that they are not justifying the ends and means but 

balancing the means-ends equation on the basis of individual morality. On the other hand, the 

debate on the maxim 'end justifies the means' and the relation of ends and means should be 

looked at more from the angle of group morality or political. From Marxist point of view 

morality is neither moral nor immoral. It is part of the design of the Liberal society and it's 

thought to perpetuate their dominance by creating confusion through subscribing the element of 

morality to the casual relationship of ends and means. The Marxists view is that the end justifies 

the means, and both ends and means are interdependent. However, we may reconcile both 

Marxists and Liberals to one point that the ultimate ends of social actions are the increasing 

power of man over nature and the abolition of it, as a consequence of, the power of man over 

man i.e. social oppression. Therefore, all those means that contribute to the realization of these 

aims are morally justified. 
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Abstract: Socio-economic status (SES), education and parental relations are the prime factors 

of determinants of child health. But rapid urbanization and mobility of people towards urban 

area is a factor of changing attitude towards management and care of child health. The present 

study was carried on the maidservants (female domestic workers) of Kolkata(the only 

Metropolitan City of Eastern India). They had either settled within the city or daily commuters to 

the city. For the purpose of the study, 200 maidservants from above two categories were selected 

adopting the stratified random sampling according to their age, religion and caste, marital 

status, children status and income, etc. They were unskilled and low paying workers. But the 

study had been described that they had changed their attitude towards their child health 

management and care due to urban affinity while the economic was till dominating factor to 

accelerate their progress.  

 

Key words: Child Health, maidservants, urban affinity, socio-economic status. 

 

Introduction: 

It is almost a universal agreement that the children are often referred to as the “future of a 

nation” and a “nation’s greatest resource” (Victorino & Gautheir, 2009). Despite the 

advancement in medical technology and increased global wealth, there are still concerns about 

poor health outcomes amongst children which denote the suffering of the children from allergies, 

asthma, chronic illness, malnutrition, respiratory problem, stomach infection, ear infection, 

migraines, skin diseases and mental health is also significant (Lori Lake, 2009).  

 It is an addition when the public health research in developing countries like India has 

got priority on certain forces that shape a child’s health (Jones, et al , 2009) 
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It is evident that the children’s health is shaped by a range of social determinants. The 

quality of care in the immediate home environment has a direct impact on child well-being while 

family’s and community’s access to resources and basic services are more influential on other 

part(Jones, et al2009).  

Socio-economic status (SES) is the main social determinants of child health. It has been 

seen that children in low income households are in adverse health condition while the families 

with a high income may be able to provide their children with more goods, services and 

resources with care and attention that can be benefitted their children to escape them from 

adverse health outcomes(Victorino & Gautheir, 2009). So there is a relation between income of 

the family and child health which is again varied significantly by level of education because it 

generates conscious for better care and attention to nurture their children. Apart from the SES, 

the family structure, parental relation and environment where they live are also the determinants 

of child health.  

Urbanization is a function of various ingredients of economic, social and political 

development processes spurred by a relatively resilient monetary economy, a shift from 

agricultural to nonagricultural employment, including that in industrial enterprises and services, 

the spread of social amenities and drastic changes in socio-cultural systems which have 

transformed urban environments (United Nations, 1969). Historically, urbanization has been 

found to be positively related to economic development in the developing countries (Lampard, 

1955), and considered an integral part of economic transformation which can be guided into a 

socially desirable pattern (Jones, 1972). 

They are places, not merely in which new commodities were traded and where new 

markets and sources of supply were explored and conquered but in which appeared the first signs 

of new class relations based on alterations in the social division of labour (Hoselitz, 1969). In 

developing countries, cities play a catalytic role in their national economic growth and 

development (Hoselitz, 1971). Urban areas are agents and points of diffusion of social change, 

especially in their immediate hinterlands. New ideas which eventually embody national policy 

and new leaders often emerge in cities before they diffuse elsewhere in the national framework. 

The paramountcy of economic motives of rural-urban migration underlines the role of  
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urbanization in improving, as well as its impact on, urban household incomes and in instituting 

urban-rural income differentials. There is a massive literature on rural-urban migration and 

sustainability of urban-rural links throughout the developing countries (Oberai, 1983). Migration 

is a catalytic process which reflects not only the "urban bias" of development (Lipton, 1977) but 

also the "rural-bias" of urban migrants as they try to make the best of both worlds (Oucho, 1988). 

It has been argued that urban bias is actually a "rich-person bias"; "the bias in public policies, 

investments and services (including hospitals, schools and housing) largely favours the better-off 

inhabitants and more powerful industrial and commercial concerns" (Hardoy and Satterthwaite, 

1989: 310). This explains why the poor take the centre stage in urban problems. 

As nodes of economic activities, urban areas are not only an important arena for income-

generating activities, but also the sine qua non of urban-rural interdependence which exists 

especially in third-world cities. As the capacity of urban areas to generate income is generally 

superior to that of rural areas, at least for individuals and households, as has been demonstrated 

by empirical studies, more attention is drawn in this section to urban income as a stimulus of 

urban-rural interdependence. The "urban bias" of development is amplified first before urban-

rural interdependence is examined. 

Thus, the mobility of people towards urban area, specially the mobility of women/female 

folk regardless of their education and so forth are significant because the scope of social and 

economical exchange increases. It has also helped to transform the knowledge in overall living 

style and acculturation is key indicator of their changing attitude. The social influences, pattern 

of relationship and interaction, food habits and other various determinants of daily life have been 

importantly given a new shape to bridge between rural and urban. 

 

Methods: 
 

Objective of the study: 
 

So, the objective of the present study is to explore the importance of urban attachment of 

mother for better child health care beyond their socio economic status and education. In short 

what is their learning from the urban community where they are closely attached for improved 

care and attention to their children? 
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Participants :   

Female domestic workers (maid servants) - unorganized wage earners occupied a 

significant position in daily affairs of urban middle and higher social and economic strata of 

Kolkata and its suburban area ( only metro city of Eastern India). They were assisting usually for 

cooking, washing utensils, cleaning houses and cloth, taking care of their children as matrons.  

Most of them were day workers for particular hours in a day. These unorganized and unskilled 

workers were unregistered and were being recruited through an informal channel based on 

personal contacts and sometimes, they were recruited by different agencies.  There was no any 

policy and network or control mechanism in relation to recruitment, fixation of wages and so 

forth. Eventually, it was through verbal contact and mutual understanding. 

These workers were basically from lower social and economic strata of varied religious 

background (Hindu or Muslim). They were either migrant from different places of adjacent 

districts of Kolkata or residing at slums within the city. A significant portion of them was 

deserted by their male counterpart or divorced. Many cases, they were single earners to look 

after their children and other members of their families. The male counter parts withdrew their 

financial responsibility towards their families. Peculiarly, they were attached to their families, 

but they usually incurred their earning for their own purpose. Thus, these female folks developed 

their urban affiliation. This urban affiliation had significantly brought changes in their life style 

and life choices.   

Research tools: 

 

Among these maidservants population, 200 maidservants were purposively selected 

adopting random stratified sampling and all of them was under their reproductive age (20-45 

years). The selection was done equally from two categories – (i) the maidservants who were 

daily commuting from rural places to their work places and (ii) the maidservants who were living 

within the city. For collection of information on their socio-economical status, marital status, 

children status, income pattern and use of income for self and for household purpose, their role 

and participation in decision making process, magnitude violence facing in their daily life within 

family and at work place, and their association with women’s agencies, a structured interview 

schedule was used and in addition to that, focused group discussion was used. 
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Result: Demographic background of maid servants: 

 

 The table I describes that majority (35%) of the maidservants was within the age bracket of 25-30 

years and a difference of 6% had been noted comparing with their residual pattern i.e. among them 6% 

and more was living within the city. Secondly, the maidservants (30.5%) were in the age group of 30-35 

years and of them (7%) were daily commuters to their work place from rural inhabitants. Thirdly, 21% of 

them were 20-25 years of age and it was 4% more than the maidservants living within the city. The age 

(35-40 years) had given opportunity to 13.5% of these females and it was 3% more than the females who 

were daily commuters. 

Table 1: Social background of maidservants/domestic workers in terms of their age, 

residual place and marital status: 

 
Ag

e 

gr

ou

p 

Daily commuters to the work place Tota

l(1) 

Living within the city Tota

l(2) 

1+2 

Living with husband Distressed/Divorced Living with husband Distressed/Divorced 

Hindu Mu

slim 

Hindu Mu

slim 

Hindu Mu

slim 

Hindu Mu

slim 

Ge

n 

SC O

BC 

 Ge

n 

SC O

BC 

 Ge

n 

SC O

BC 

 Ge

n 

SC O

BC 

 

20-

25 

yrs 

4(4

%) 

2(2

%) 

1(1

%) 

6(6

%) 

3(3

%) 

1(1

%) 

- 2(2

%) 
19(1

9%) 

6(6

%) 

2(2

%) 

1(1

%) 

4(4

%) 

3(3

%) 

2(2

%) 

2(2

%) 

3(3

%) 
23(2

3%) 

42(21

%) 

25-

30 

yrs 

6(6
%) 

2(2
%) 

2(2
%) 

8(8
%) 

2(2
%) 

7(7
%) 

1(1
%) 

4(4
%) 

32(3

2%) 

8(8
%) 

6(6
%) 

4(4
%) 

4(4
%) 

5(5
%) 

6(6
%) 

3(3
%) 

2(2
%) 

38(3

8%) 

70(35

%) 

30-

35 

yrs 

4(4
%) 

8(8
%) 

4(4
%) 

6(6
%) 

4(4
%) 

5(5
%) 

2(2
%) 

1(1
%) 

34(3

4%) 

4(4
%) 

3(3
%) 

2(2
%) 

5(5
%) 

6(6
%) 

2(2
%) 

3(3
%) 

2(2
%) 

27(2

7%) 

61(30

.5%) 

35-

40 

yrs  

3(3

%) 

3(3

%) 

1(1

%) 

2(2

%) 

1(1

%) 

2(2

%) 

2(2

%) 

1(1

%) 
15(1

5%) 

2(2

%) 

1(1

%) 

1(1

%) 

1(1

%) 

2(2

%) 

2(2

%) 

- 3(3

%) 
12(1

2%) 

27(13

.5%) 

To

tal 

17 

(17

%) 

15 

(15

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

22 

(22

%) 

10 

(10

%) 

15 

(15

%) 

5 

(5

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

100 

(100

%) 

20 

(20

%) 

12 

(12

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

14 

(14

%) 

16 

(16

%) 

12 

(12

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

10 

(10

%) 

100 

(100

%) 

200 

(100

%) 

 
Source : Field Work 

 From statistical analysis (table 1), it was found that 62% of the daily commuters were in steady 

relation with their husbands and rest 38% of them were distressed/divorced. In such cases, 30% of them 

belonged to Hindu and 8% of them were from Muslim community. The age group,  25-30 years 

represented highest in percentage(14%). Similarly,  46% of the females living within the city were in 

distressed/divorced and out of which, 10% was Muslim. At the same time,  the age between 25-30 years 

was significant in terms of their marital status. 
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From the table 2, we find that best part of these females (39.5%) had primary education and 

26.5% of them attended Class-V to VIII. About 9.5% of them passed secondary education while 

only 2.5% of them completed their higher secondary level of education. In separate, it was 

significant that the females who were living within the city had been got more opportunity to 

access their education than the daily commuters. The females of Muslim community were 

lagging behind so far as their education was concerned. 

 

Table 2 : Educational background in respect of religion 

 
Educa

tional 

backg

round 

Daily commuters to the work place Tot

al(1) 

 

 

 

 

19(1

9%) 

Living within the city Tot

al(2) 

1+2 

Living with husband Distressed/Divorce Living with husband Living within the city  

Hindu Mu

sli

m 

Hindu Mu

sli

m 

Hindu Mu

sli

m 

Hindu Mu

sli

m 

Ge

n 

SC O

B

C 

 Ge

n 

SC O

B

C 

 Ge

n 

SC O

B

C 

 Ge

n 

SC O

B

C 

 

Unlett

ered  

2(2

%) 

3 

(3
%) 

- 6(6

%) 

2 

(2
%) 

4 

(4
%) 

- 2 

(2%
) 

2(2

%) 

3(3

%) 

- 2(2

%) 

- - - 2(2

%) 
9(9

%) 

28(14

%) 

Upto 

Prima

ry 

level(

Class-

IV) 

4(4

%) 

4 

(4
%) 

5 

(5
%) 

6(6

%) 

4 

(4
%) 

6 

(6
%) 

3 

(3
%) 

4 

(4%
) 

36(3

6%) 

6(6

%) 

4(4

%) 

2(2

%) 

8(8

%) 

6(6

%) 

4 

(4
%) 

6(6

%) 

7(7

%) 
43(4

3%) 

79(39

.5%) 

Class 

V-

VIII 

8(8

%) 

4 

(4
%) 

2 

(2
%) 

5(5

%) 

2 

(2
%) 

3 

(3
%) 

2 

(2
%) 

2 

(2%
) 

23(2

3%) 

6(6

%) 

4(4

%) 

5(5

%) 

4(4

%) 

6(6

%) 

6 

(6
%) 

2(2

%) 

3(3

%) 
30(3

0%) 

53(26

.5%) 

Secon

dary 

level/

Pass 

school 

certifi

cate 

2(2

%) 

3 

(3
%) 

1 

(1
%) 

5(5

%) 

1 

(1
%) 

2 

(2
%) 

- - 13(1

3%) 

4(4

%) 

1(1

%) 

1(1

%) 

- 2(2

%) 

2 

(2
%) 

- - 6(6

%) 

19(9.

5%) 

Highe

r 

Secon

dary 

and 

above 

1(1

%) 

1 

(1

%) 

- - 1 

(1

%) 

- - - 3(3

%) 

2(2

%) 

- - - - 

 

- - - 2(2

%) 

5(2.5

%) 

Total 17 

(17

%) 

15 

(15

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

22 

(22

%) 

10 

(10

%) 

15 

(15

%) 

5 

(5

%) 

8 

(8%

) 

100 

(100

%) 

20 

(20

%) 

12 

(12

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

14 

(14

%) 

14 

(14

%) 

12 

(12

%) 

8 

(8

%) 

10 

(10

%) 

100 

(100

%) 

200 

(100

%) 

Source: Field Work 
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The income from their job (table 3) describes that their earning range was between 

Rs.1000-4000/-( USD 17 – 66)  and above per month. But only 13% had an earning of Rs.1000/-

(USD-17) per month while majority of them(24.5%) were earning Rs.1000-2000/- USD(17-33) 

per month and 32.5% of them were getting Rs.2000-3000/-(USD 33-50) per month. Only 16.5% 

of them had an earning of Rs.3000-4000/- (USD 50-66)per month and 8.5% of them were 

Rs.4000/- and above(USD 66). But the age of the females was significant to earn more. We find 

that the age group – 25-30 years and 30-35 years were more suitable because their physical 

ability and their familiarity where they worked were assisting them. On the other hand, the 

females of 20-25 years were low earners because they were new comers into this job and in case 

of females of 35-40 years were low earners due to their physical inability.   

 

Table 3 : Monthly Income of Maidservants according to their age  

 

Age group Income per month in dollar(USD) Total 

USD-15 to 

20  

USD- 21-

35 

USD-36-50 USD-37-65 USD 66 & 

above 

20-25 yrs 12(6%) 18(9%) 6(3%) 6(3%) - 42(21%) 

25-30 yrs 8(4%) 20(10%) 32(16%) 5(2.5%) 5(2.5%) 70(35%) 

30-35 yrs 6(6%) 14(7%) 15(7.5%) 16(8%) 10(5%) 61(30.5%) 

35-40yrs - 7(3.5%) 12(6%) 6(3%) 2(1%) 27(13.5%) 

Total 26(13%) 49(24.5%) 65(32.5%) 33(16.5%) 17(8.5%) 200(100%) 

Source: Field Work 

 

The table 4 shows the children’s status of these females in respect of their age. Thirty one 

percentages (31%) of the females of 25-30 years had children below 5 years of age and 4.5% of 

them had children of 5-10 years of age. While 20% of them within 20-25 years had children 

below 5 years and only 1% had children of 5-10 years of age.  

In case of females of 30-35 years and 35-40 years in this study showed a difference from 

above. Nine percentages (9%) of the females of 30-35 years had children below 5 years, 16% of 

them had 5-10 years and 6.5% had children 10-15 years of age. 

On the other hand, 1% of the females of 35-40 years had children below 5 years, 2% had 

5-10 years, 6.5% had 10-15 years, 2% had 15-20 years and 1% had 20 years and above 

respectively. 
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Table 4: Distribution of children according to the mothers’ age : 

 

Age group Children’s age group Total 

Below 5 

yrs 

5-10 yrs 10-15 yrs 15-20 yrs 20 yrs & 

above 

20-25 yrs 39(20%) 2(1%) - - - 41(20.5%) 

25-30 yrs 62(31%) 9(4.5%) - - - 71(35.5%) 

30-35 yrs 18(9 %) 32(16%) 13(6.5%) - - 63(31.5%) 

35-40yrs 2(1%) 4(2%) 13(6.5%) 4(2%) 2(1%) 25(12.5%) 

Total 121(60.5%) 47(23.5%) 26(13%) 4(2%) 2(1%) 200(100%) 

 

Discussion : 
 

Care giving dynamics of the children in maidservants’ family: 

 

 Maidservants as mother as primary care givers were generally performing the dual duties 

as instrumental and expressive leaders (Jamaison, 1998). Both the micro and macro 

worlds(Waksler, 1991) of these children were constructed depending on their mothers. But in 

terms of their occupation, they did not able to foster their care and attention round the clock as 

desired by the child. So, the secondary care-givers i.e. relatives, elder siblings or neighbours 

were in the process of their nourishment (even from their early infancy). The mothers had 

usually prepared their feeding before their living at early morning with some guidelines to their 

secondary care givers or to their children when they could able to be followed the same. Their 

diet charts were mainly restricted with their daily foods i.e rice, chapati, puffed rice, dal, 

vegetables and sometimes fishes, eggs and meat at least once in week. The hygienic care like 

bathing was monitored by their secondary care-givers or they used to manage themselves with 

their grown up process. 

  

The study shows that the maids’ earning was not so plentiful comparing with their labour inputs. 

But their daily attachment with the so called higher classes (economically) people had taught 

them for better health of their children. So, they were not regularly, but frequently providing 

health drinks (beside cow milk) and fruits in their daily diet. The trend had been covered 60% of 

these mothers in our study, but it depended on their earning. 
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During the period of illness,  the child used to look  after by their secondary care-givers. Only in 

case of any serious and prolonged illness, they looked  after their children when they get one day 

leave with prior permission of their employers or desperately they used to take a leave which was 

again a threat so far as their occupation was concerned. But when the child(ren) attended their 

age at least 8 years they learnt to manage themselves. 

Magnitudes of illness of the children during last one year : 

 
 The data/information shows the illness of their children during last one year when the 

study was conducted in first half of 2013. 

Table 5 : Children illness during a year 

  

Nature of illness % of children suffered and frequency in a year 

 Once  Twice- Thrice Four times- 

Five times 

More than 6 

times 

Fever, cold and cough 10-15% 40-50% 15-20% 10-15% 

Respiratory infection 20-25% 50-60% 5-10% - 

Stomach infection 15-20% 30-40% 10-15% 5-10% 

Skin diseases 10-15% 20-25% 50-55% 10-15% 

Worm infection 20-25% 30-40% 20-30% = 

Diarrhea  10-15% 40-50% 20-25% - 

Others 30-40% 50-60% - - 
 

  

From the above table(5), we find that majority of these children was twice – thrice 

suffered from the diseases like fever, cold & cough, respiratory infection, stomach infection, skin 

diseases and diarrhea, etc. The rate of suffering more than four times from the said diseases was 

comparatively low while 50% and more children were affected in skin diseases about more than 

four times. In brief, it might be concluded that the rate of illness had been decreased.   

Dynamics of treatment adopted by the maidservants: 

 The mothers (maidservants) who were daily commuters in the city were primarily 

fostered the treatment what they had traditionally learnt. But 60% of them was visited the 

qualified medical practitioners for treatment of their children while this facility was available far 

away from their community. But 20% of them (out of 40%) was tried to access the services from  
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the local health centres and rest of them was trend to visit the local quacks. But it was noticed 

that all of them had adopted the trend to intake medicine during illness other than the traditional 

mode of treatment and belief. On the other part, the mothers (90%) who were living within the 

city were accessing government health facilities and i 10% of them were in a trend to visit the 

qualified practitioners at their own expenses. 

Management of finance for health care/treatment of their children: 

Usually they had no children health security/insurance. But a trend had been noticed 

when 5% of them had insurance coverage for their children and it was equal in percentage in 

both groups according to the study. They had to bear the cost of health expense from their 

general fund (daily expenses). There was no any other mode of savings for meeting the health 

expenses of their children.  But in case of serious illness, they used to take loan from their 

neighbours or money lenders of their community. One thing was noticed that all the mothers 

were the members of self help groups in their locality from where they took loan for their 

children’s treatment. Beside the above, a negligible portion was getting assistance from their 

employers as advance for their children’s care and treatment. 

Conclusion: 

 Child health is generally determined by the socio-economic condition of the parents in 

family and secondly, the parental education and their relational pattern are responsible to good 

health of their children. In the present study, the maidservants (domestic workers) were from 

socio-economically lower strata and 86% of them had an education from primary to higher 

secondary(pre degree) level while rest of there were unlettered. We also find that 42% of them 

were out of their marital relation as distressed/divorce. But it was found that those who were in 

steady relations with their counterpart had insignificant relation so far as joint family in terms of 

financial contribution and so forth were concerned. They had chosen their occupation to manage 

their survival. That’s why, they had been engulfed themselves into this unregistered and low 

paying jobs. This job had been given opportunities to be attached to the urban area like Kolkata 

Metropolitan city while 50% of them had settled their shelter within the city and rest of them was 

daily commuters from the rural places. Beyond the occupational attachment to higher class 

population, the urban affinity had been oriented to adopt with multifarious daily affairs in the  
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changing world. The assimilation of knowledge through learning by seeing regarding child health care 

and management had an added point of discussion for better health of their children. From the study, we 

find that the maidservants as mother had been changed their attitude towards child health. As a 

consequence of this, their children’s suffering had been reduced and they had adopted the modern health 

care system. Even some of them had been done health insurance. Eventually, they were so much 

concerned that they were borrowing money for treatment from private and their own organization (Self 

Help groups). But the rate of adoption was slow in nature because their poor economic. So, it may 

conclude that the urban affiliation had been taught for good practice for better child health and social 

burden had been gradually narrowing the gap while the economy was the prime factor. 

 Finally, the scope for better child health care and management would be raised through the 

strategies of expansion of the child health insurance schemes of government and there would be a 

requirement of facilities for saving for particular purpose which would be the resultant factor of healthy 

childhood for all.   
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Abstract: The concept of consciousness is as old as the state when human civilization had 

become conscious of his existence and hence is the inquisitive nuance both in Western and 

Indian philosophical tradition. The study of mind primarily, apart from their epistemological 

problems, had brought forth the concept of consciousness in Western philosophical tradition. 

Whereas the concept of consciousness is associated essentially with the reality and existence in 

its highest form in Indian philosophical culture as Sri Aurobindo regards consciousness as the 

reality inherent in existence. Though right from the classical to the modern contemporary 

philosophical framework consciousness is a theme of their foremost discourse, the problems and 

its optimism in understanding the topic remained still unexplored. So a study of Sri Aurobindo’s 

integral vision of consciousness as creative and dynamic spiritual force may lead to a deeper 

insight into this concept which is the subject matter of this paper. 

 

The word ‘consciousness’, if it is taken in its literal sense of the term, means the possibility of 

becoming aware of anything through identification and recognition. It is the primary and all 

pervading fact in man. All limbs move, all faculties function because of this self-awareness, 

consciousness. “In common parlance, consciousness comprises qualities such as subjectivity, 

self-awareness, sentience, sapiens, and ability to perceive the relationship between oneself and 

one’s environment.”
1 

It is an observable fact that Scientists in the field of neuroscience, 

Biological science, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Cognitive Science, etc., conceive 

consciousness a process of awareness in brain, therefore they believe that the study of  this 

process would result in understanding the nature of consciousness. Thus it should be mentioned  
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here that though the history of the concept is not possible to explore in a paper like this as it is a 

vast ocean of both epistemological and metaphysical enquiry, but an attempt has been made for a 

bird eye look on this.  

        The conscious experience was one of the first concepts of their discourse studied by early 

psychologists as well. American psychologist William James compared consciousness to an 

unbroken and continuous stream, regardless of constant shifts and changes. Psychologists have 

suggested in their interpretation various levels of consciousness. Psychologists like Stout Angel 

have observed the realm of dim or muted consciousness falling between the centre of 

consciousness and the circumference as ‘subconscious’. James, however, calls it the ‘fringe of 

consciousnesses’. Nevertheless, Western thought right from the times of Socrates and Plato deals 

only with the waking state of consciousness. It was Frued who observed in his Interpretation of 

Dreams the recognition of the unconscious as a storehouse of the thoughts, feelings and 

emotions, which are inaccessible in ordinary waking life, but which persist in the mind and 

influence the dreams. From the mid-seventeenth through the late nineteenth century, 

Consciousness was widely regarded as essential or definitive of the mental. While the focus of 

much of the research in psychology shifted to purely observable behaviors during the first half of 

the twentieth century, research on human consciousness has grown tremendously since the 

1950s. 

Problem of the concept of Consciousness 

In Western thought, right from Plato, human personality has been recognized by the dualism of 

mind and body. The mind itself is called the ‘soul’ and ‘spirit’. The mind is a conscious 

substance and the body is characterized by material. Although the words such as ‘conscius,’ 

‘mind’, ‘self’ and ‘I’ are used synonymously; psychologists, philosophers, neurologists, men of 

religions, they do not mean the same thing by the word ‘consciousnesses’. However, “Human 

being in Indian philosophical tradition is regarded as a combination of spiritual and material 

components. The former represents the eternal metaphysical principle called the self (atman/I-

consciousness/spirit/being) and the latter the primordial matter, which is called prakriti, 

constituted by satta, rajas and tamas.”
2 

Now the question is: What are the major problems in 

understanding the concept of consciousness?    
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   Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy concentrates broadly on the following three 

aspects in concerning the problem of consciousness which, perhaps cover the major discourse on 

the topic in the Western thought: 

1. The descriptive question: What are the features of consciousness? 

2. The explanatory question: How can consciousness exist? 

3. The functional question: Why does consciousness exist?  

             However, one of the main problems which has been taken widely in the field of 

Neuroscience is to understand how and why consciousness arises and what its relation with brain 

is. The main problems on which neuroscientists mainly give their interest are:  

1. Can consciousness be explained in terms of brain activity? 

2. What makes a mental state be a conscious mental state?  

3. Are consciousness and the mind synonymous? 

   “Neurophysiology, physiological psychology and psychiatry treat consciousness by and large 

as an emergent property dependent on neural structures and activity and some thinkers have even 

sought to propose the concept of the Neuronal Man.”
3
 Neuroscientists like John R. Searle believe 

that consciousness is a biological phenomenon, an emergent property of the brain. Searle in his 

paper The Problem of Consciousness says, “By ‘consciousness’ I simply mean those subjective 

states of sentience or awareness that begin when one awakes in the morning from a dreamless 

sleep and continue throughout the day until one goes to sleep at night or falls into a coma, or 

dies, or otherwise becomes, as one would say, ‘unconscious’.”  Though proponents of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) have compared the brain to a computer, theoretical physicists like Roger 

Penrose have shown that consciousness is non-computational. Penrose in his Shadows of the 

Mind shows that at least some parts of cognitive consciousness are non-computable. According 

to him, neurons and large brain structures cannot account for consciousness. 

          Now a days, it is highly observed that in the West, two kinds of concept of consciousness 

are being discussed i.e., Access consciousness and Phenomenal consciousness. Prof. David J. 

Chalmers in his Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness observes, “There is not just one  
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problem of consciousness. “Consciousness” is an ambiguous term, referring to many different 

phenomena. Each of these phenomena needs to be explained, but some are easier to explain than 

others. At the start, it is useful to divide the associated problems of consciousness into “hard” 

and “easy” problems. The easy problems of consciousness are those that seem directly 

susceptible to the standard methods of cognitive science, whereby a phenomenon is explained in 

terms of computational or neural mechanisms. The hard problems are those that seem to resist 

those methods.”
4 
Chalmers regards access consciousness as ‘easy problem’ as it operates in our 

day to day activities, feeling and talking. Phenomenal consciousness refers to certain types of 

sensory, intuitive or aesthetic experience which are deeply personal and subjective and cannot be 

properly expressed through words. Such experiences, considered independently of any impact on 

behavior, are called qualia. Chalmers holds, “The really hard problem of consciousness is the 

problem of experience. When we think and perceive, there is a whir of information-processing, 

but there is also a subjective aspect. As Nagel (1974) has put it, there is something it is like to be  

a conscious organism. This subjective aspect is experience. When we see, for example, we 

experience visual sensations: the felt quality of redness, the experience of dark and light, the 

quality of depth in a visual field. Other experiences go along with perception in different 

modalities: the sound of a clarinet, the smell of mothballs. Then there are bodily sensations, from 

pains to orgasms; mental images that are conjured up internally; the felt quality of emotion, and 

the experience of a stream of conscious thought. What unites all of these states is that there is 

something it is like to be in them. All of them are states of experience.”
5 

However, there are 

philosophers like Daniel Dennett who deny the existence of hard problem. According to them, 

what people mean by phenomenal consciousness, such as qualia, are judgments and consequent 

behavior. Phenomenal consciousness can be explained in terms of access consciousness; apart 

from this there is no ‘hard problem’. Dennett explains consciousness in terms of access 

consciousness alone, denying the independent existence of phenomenal consciousness. 

         So, in Western thought, it is generally found that, consciousness is identified with the mind, 

and the mind is identified with the brain. It is always characterized by intentionality and mental 

representations. Consciousness is always ‘consciousness of something’. As a result, in Western 

thought, perhaps consciousness is basically an epistemological problem. 
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But the problems have still been unexplored to the Western thought because from Indian 

standpoint, consciousness constitute the very foundation of existence, the essential nature of 

Ultimate Reality. The Advaita Ved ntins of S a nkara School conceive consciousness as 

constituting the very nature of the ultimate Reality, the non-dual Brahman. S a nkara observes the 

nature of consciousness from two perspectives, viz., empirical and transcendental. However, 

Prof. J.N.Mohanty raises the problem in a different way in his paper Consciousness: Mundane 

and Transcendental. He finds that there is a paradox in the very nature of consciousness, which 

accounts for many of our theoretical problems for understanding it. The paradox is this, 

consciousness is part of the world, but is also our only access to the world (including itself). As 

belonging to the world, consciousness is mundane. As providing our access to the world, 

consciousness is transcendental. How can it be true? Perhaps, this is the main problem on which 

most of the Indian philosophical schools give their attention. Consciousness is the one, infinite, 

ultimate, Universal Reality known as Brahman from which the whole universe comes, in which 

it remains, into which it returns. From Indian standpoint, it gets hardly any importance that 

whether the mind is identified with the brain or not. The Advaita school of Vedanta regards the 

mind as material being made of subtle elements just as the body is made of gross elements. 

Almost all the schools of Indian philosophy agree in the point that consciousness is different 

from the mind (manas) and the body (including brain), and consciousness belongs not to the 

mind but to the self or  tman.  

        In Indian philosophical schools, the two standpoints, the materialistic view of C rv ka and 

the Advaita view may be conceived as the extreme opposite poles of the notion of consciousness. 

But the R m nuja of Vis i ta Advaita stands as a middle path and gives slightly different 

connotation of it. His model accepts both the views. He accepts consciousness both in individual 

level and the level of transcendent, but in contrast to S ankara, R m nuja holds that even 

temporary or non-eternal things have their own reality. He recognizes three enities as ultimate 

and real (tattva-traya): matter (acit), individual self (cit) and God (Is vara). Consciousness is the 

attribute of both Is vara and jiva as well. Therefore it is known as attributive consciousness  
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(dharma bh ta- jn  na). As attributive knowledge, consciousness is eternal and all pervasive in 

respect of Is vara. In mundane life, consciousness (jn  na) is subject to contraction and expansion, 

though it endures in all the three states of waking, dream and deep sleep. 

          Thus, it may be said that, the Indian minds when think of consciousness, identified it with 

that of reality. In fact, the main questions which strike always the Indian minds are: 

1.  Is consciousness an abstract metaphysical concept or an ontological reality? 

2.  What about consciousness in the case of the animal and plant kingdom?  

3.  And indeed, does the non-living part of nature have consciousness?  

4.  Again, is there a level of consciousness one can reach, which relates to the universal 

consciousness, which connects everyone and everything? 

Sri Aurobindo’s concept of Consciousness 

Sri Aurobindo (1872-1950) was a revolutionary yogi of the unknown eternal heights, a great 

scientist of occultism, poet and philosopher. The philosophy of Sri Aurobindo emerges from his 

direct experience of reality lying beyond the mind which descends from above into his being 

through the s dhan  of the Integral Yoga. It transcends all the mental rationale, it transcends all 

the knowledge of the finite mind, it transcends all the logic of the mental construction, it 

transcends all the ethico-religious limitations. His philosophy which is integral affirms the reality 

of the world as well as the Absolute.             

          Sri Aurobindo looks at whole universe from the standpoint of the highest Consciousness 

which he calls Saccid nanda. So the consciousness in man is essentially divine. It is something 

that is, at its core, unlimited, luminous and immortal. But on its surface layers on which most 

men live, it is limited in all sides and fragmentation motion of the mind. Sri Aurobindo observes, 

“Consciousness is a reality inherent in existence. It is there even when it is not active on the 

surface, but silent and immobile; it is there even when it is invisible in the surface, not reacting 

on outward things or sensible to them, but withdrawn and either active or inactive within; it is 

there even when it seems to us to be quite absent and the being to our view unconscious and 

inanimate.”
6 
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     Sri Aurobindo perceives that, just as we have experience of heavier vibrations of anger or 

fear, of desire, of sympathy within, in the same way, consciousness is something simply vibrates 

which makes the world inexplicably wider, lighter and clearer. Consciousness is not only a 

power of self-knowledge and things, as the Gita says, it is or has a dynamic and creative energy.  

        The ancient wisdom of India including Trantic tradition never spoke of consciousness, cit, 

without adjoining to it the term Agni, heat, flame, energy, i.e., cit-agni. The B had ranyaka 

 pani ad tells us that Consciousness-fire (cid gni) technically called vais van ra agni ( the all-

pervasive consciousness-fire) is always ablaze within the physical bodies of all embodied beings. 

When Sri Aurobindo speaks of consciousness, he discovers, it is a force, Cit-S akti, the Mother-

force, a feminine principle as he says, “Consciousness is not only power of awareness of self and 

things, it is or has also a dynamic and creative energy. It can determine its own reactions or 

abstain from reactions; it can only answer to forces, but create or put forward from itself forces. 

Consciousness is Chit but also Chit Shakti.”
7
 Sri Aurobindo shows that, it is this force that 

connects everything together and animates everything. 

    Scientists also, recently, accept the presence of creative energy in every beings and things of 

the universe, although they are unable to explain the nature of this energy through empirical 

instrument. According to the quantum field theory, the universe and all its constituents consist of 

energy in different states of excitation. All things animate or inanimate, are patterns of dynamic 

energy set against a back ground (the quantum vacum) of still, unexcited energy, which therefore 

has no qualities that we can directly see or touch or measure. So, consciousness is the 

fundamental substance of the universe. It is not a way of thinking or feeling but a power for 

contacting the highest degree of Existence. As Sri Aurobindo holds, “Consciousness is a 

fundamental thing, the fundamental thing in existence – it is the energy, the motion, the 

movement of consciousness that creates the universe and all that is in it – not only the 

macrocosm but the microcosm is nothing but consciousness arranging itself.”
8
 

          Sri Aurobindo states that all here is consciousness because all is being or spirit, and 

because all is existence, Sat-Cit. Thus, Matter too is consciousness, as he says, “The two are one: 

Spirit is the soul or reality of that which sense as Matter; Matter is a form and body of that which  
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We realize as Spirit.”
9 

Citta is the primal consciousness, the basic stuff of our psychological 

being, as it evolves from the material inconscience. It is mostly subconscient and mechanical in 

its action. Sri Aurobindo says, “The Chitta is the general stuff of mental consciousness which 

supports Manas and everything else – it is an indeterminate consciousness which gets determined 

into thoughts and memories and desires and sensations and perceptions and impulses and 

feelings (cittav tti).”
10

          

        Sri Aurobindo explicates that the consciousness with which man runs his life is an 

individual one. As against individual consciousness there is Cosmic consciousness which is 

universal in its nature and when it becomes active there is no division between individual and the 

others, but one with it. About cosmic consciousness, Sri Aurobindo says, “The cosmic 

consciousness is that in which the limits of ego, personal mind and body disappears and becomes 

aware of a cosmic vastness which is or is field by a cosmic spirit and aware also of the direct 

play of cosmic forces, universal mind forces, universal life forces, universal energies of Matter, 

universal overmind forces. But one does not become aware of all these together; the opening of 

the cosmic consciousness is usually progressive. It is not that the ego, the body, the personal 

mind disappears, but one feels them as only a small part of oneself. One begins to feel others too 

as part of oneself or varied repetitions of oneself, the same self modified by Nature in other 

bodies.”
11

 

        There are two world views that centered round the idea that we live in a solid, physical 

world which is quite independent of what we think about. Science tells us that it is in fact the 

physical brain that gives rise to our thoughts and feelings, and the scientists widely believe that 

our consciousness is nothing more than a particular side-effect of the chemical process in the 

brain. On the other hand, the standard Indian traditional view is that world manifesting itself out 

of consciousness. “All here is big mass of consciousness” says B had ranyaka  pani ad. It is 

not the physical brain which give rise to consciousness, but consciousness which gives rise to the 

world. Brahman manifests the world out of his own being, says the Mundaka, just as a spider 

produces a web out of itself. It means that all consciousness is essentially one, inspite of an 

appearance of multiplicity. And because of the essential oneness between the consciousness of  
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the creator and the consciousness of the creature, we can merge our individual consciousness 

back into the infinite Brahman Consciousness, Sat-Cit- nanda. On a mundane level, because of 

the essential oneness in our core that we can understand and empathize with each other that we 

are all one. But, we are not all the same. Each one of us manifests a unique aspect of the divine. 

           Sri Aurobindo shows that, consciousness force ascends or transforms into various level of our 

existence from Matter to Spirit, from the Inconscient or the involved state of consciousness in Matter to 

Supramental level where mind is only a part of our being, a formation of our consciousness. This ascent is 

possible only when the descent of the higher Consciousness takes place. And this descent is possible only 

when, Sri Aurobindo perceives from his own inspired vision, a spiritual silence, inner opening and a 

growing surrender to the divine Consciousness takes place, which is the aim of his Yoga. The aim of his 

Integral Yoga is an inner self- development by which each who follows it, can in time discover the one 

Self in all and evolve a higher Consciousness than the mental- a spiritual and Supramental Consciousness 

which will transform and divinize human nature.  

     Thus, “The problem of consciousness”, Sri Aurobindo observes, “can only be solved if we go 

back to a radical state of our existence in which things get back to their reality. For there are no 

longer a mass of phenomena which have to be cleared up, classified, organized by the 

perceptions, conceptions and relative logic of the human intellect. These perceptions, these 

concepts, this logic belong to an imperfect instrument and the arrangements they make can only 

be provisional and, at that one-sided and only half-true or a good deal less than half- true – and 

even that truth is of an inferior kind, a constructed representation and not truth itself in its own 

nature. In fact the intellect sees only the phenomenon. The truth of things can only be perceived 

when one gets to what may be called summarily the spiritual vision of things and even there 

completely only when there is not only vision but direct experience in the very substance of 

one’s own being and all being.”
12

 Hence if material science lays open before man a wide, and 

practically unlimited field of adventure, research and experience, the Higher consciousness has 

opened an unexplored heights where lies inexhaustible treasures of Light and Power which can 

effectively help mankind to solve its problems.    
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