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EDITORIAL 

 With the blessings of Almighty and your good wishes, we have been able to bring 

out the 9th issue of ‘Intellection’ the bi-annual peer reviewed research journal, a gracious 

mission of Barak Education Society. Over the years our bi-annual research mouthpiece 

‘Intellection’ has been striving to inculcate and promote the spirit of research activities 

among students, academicians, scholars and intellectuals across the globe and it is matter 

of great pride and privilege on behalf of the Editorial Board to publish the  9th successful 

issue. 

 The response to our appeal for paper contribution and write-ups for publication in 

the journal ‘Call for Papers’ was beyond our expectations. The paper contributors have 

spent their time and energy to produce good articles, we could not include all, even after 

declining several articles on review, we had to include ten papers in this issue.  

 Being an interdisciplinary journal this issue of ‘Intellection’ like its earlier issues 

includes articles from Humanities, Mass Communication and Social Sciences, ICT, Women 

Studies etc, which makes the issue more interesting and useful to academic thinkers.  

 It is a matter of great pride for BES family to mention here that the journal has 

recently been included in the list of approved journals by University Grants Commission 

(UGC). 

 I take this opportunity to appreciate and thanks to the Executive Committee, 

Editorial Board and Advisory Board of Barak Education Society, contributors of articles, all 

those who have supported and helped us in this endeavour, make it possible for us to 

publish the journal in time and to the best of our capabilities. We solicit your support and 

help for the future issues of the journal too and believe that this issue of the journal would 

turn out to be of significant use to all categories of readers, especially researchers and 

educators. 

 We appreciate feedbacks, comments and suggestions from all our readers 

regarding this issue and for improvement of the future issues. You can access the soft 

copy of the journal at http://www.besngo.org and mail your responses to 

beseduso@gmail.com. 

 I convey my best wishes for overall success of the journal. 

With warm regards 

                                
                                    Dr. Baharul Islam Laskar 

        Editor, Intellection 



Intellection: A Bi-annual Interdisciplinary Research Journal, January- June, 2017 

Vol. V, No. I 

                   ISSN: 2319-8192 

(Included in the list of UGC approved research journals) 

 

CONTENTS-----------------------------                                 
  

 

  Page No. 

1. Communication, Technology and Community: Envisaging an ICT 
Development Model in North-East India 

 -  Neelatphal Chanda 
  

01 

2. The Philosophy of Vaiṣṇavism and Śri Caitanya : An Analytical Study  
- Dr. Susmita Roy  
  

07 

3. 

 
Animal Imagery in Advertising: Issues of Conservation with Special 
Reference to the State Animal of Assam 
 - Dr. Debasish Chakraborty   

 13 

   

4. Social Media and Personalization of Politics: An Analysis of 
Narendra Modi’s Twitter Communication  
 -  Arindam Gupta  

  21 

5 Environmental Challenges to Life of Slum Dwellers: A Study of 
Kalibari Char Slum in Silchar 
- Pranjit Nath and Dr. Jhimli Bhattacharjee 

  

 

  29 

6. Existing Land Tenure System is an Obstacle for Diversification of 
Agriculture in Barak Valley of Assam: An Analysis 

- Dr. Jamal Uddin  
 

 

  39 

7. Economic and Health Condition of Barmans in Dhanipur Village of 
Cachar District of Assam  
- Dr. Ruma Deb Nath and  Bijeta Barman  

  
  
 

  47 

  

 

Contd. 

 



Intellection: A Bi-annual Interdisciplinary Research Journal, January- June, 2017 

 Vol. V, No. I 

                   ISSN: 2319-8192 

(Included in the list of UGC approved research journals) 
  

 

         Page No. 

 

8. Achievement in Mathematics in Relation to Intelligence and 

Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Students in 

Tripura : A Critical Study 

 - Manimoy Pal and Prof N. B. Biswas  

  

            57 

9. Srimanta Sankardeva and His Educational Contribution: An 
Analytical Study 
-  Priti Deka  

  
 

            68 

10. Reproductive Rights: A Case Study of Muslim Women in 
Preetipur Village , Kamrup District, Assam 

-  Prateeti Barman  
 
 

            77 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



       Intellection: A Bi-annual Interdisciplinary Research Journal, January - June, 2017 

Vol. V, No. I 

            ISSN: 2319-8192 

1 

Communication, Technology and Community: Envisaging an ICT Development Model 

in North-East India 

Neelatphal Chanda 

PhD Scholar 

Department of Mass Communication 

Assam University, Silchar 

 

Abstract 

In twenty first century, the fulcrum of community development revolves around the 

advancement in information and communication technology. Currently Internet has 

become an aided instrument for community development and its reach had extended to 

multiple communities. There are different government and private agencies running 

various programs on community development. For example Google India’s digital 

educative initiative, Internet Sathi, has been transforming lives of many women in the 

parts of western India. The author tries to analyze the roles and responsibilities of multi 

stake holders ranging from end users to the decision makers both from public and private 

sectors specifically on the issue of development, application, and usage of ICT for 

community development.  ICT can only become an instrument of social development if it 

becomes successful in addressing the complex challenges confronted by communities. 

Social development here basically indicates improving the living standards and 

supporting them for self dependent citizenry. Under this spectrum this paper is an attempt 

to enquire the role of ICT as a tool for social development. This paper is an analytical 

work where researcher enquires various literatures on ICT and its implication for 

community’s development. This work basically outlines the significance of ICT for 

resolving problems associated with community development.   

        Keywords: Community, ICT4D, Development, Multi stakeholders.  

 

ICT as an agent of development 

With the advancement in the information and communication technologies the nature and pace of 

human interaction has changed drastically. A developing economy like India has also not remained 

untouched with the broader discourse of development. In this data economy, ICT is playing a key role for 

transforming millions of lives across various communities. Through various measures the power of ICTs 

can be fully utilized to promote local development. For many remote communities, ICTs acts like a bridge 
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for communicating with the outside world and it also gives an opportunity for letting the world to know 

about these communities and its people. India presents a good example of the applications of information 

and communication technology (ICT) for other developing countries. Most of the human activities are 

getting transformed due to the penetration of Information and Communication technologies (ICT). 

Government of India has started Digital India initiative which basically paves the way for rapid 

advancement of e-governance and also helps in building digital citizenry. ICT plays an important role in 

bridging the gap and helps in poverty eradication. Most significant aspect associated with ICT is that it 

brings accountability among the various machineries associated with administration. Due to which the 

gap of inequitable distribution reduces between haves and have-nots. One of the effective tools of ICT is 

the internet and India has become a major economy which has witnessed a rapid growth of 

telecommunication technology in urban and rural spheres. This new age technology is helping India to 

create new chapters of development and formulate broader discourses of participatory development. 

However, despite the rapid advancement of ICT the main problem lies in the adoption process. Still there 

is a large population in communities who are facing certain problems in accessing this technological 

advancement due illiteracy. To deal this issue, major organization such as Microsoft, Google are actively 

engaged in enhancing digital literacy and providing the resources for the availability of relevant and 

localized contents in their own languages.   

Strengthening the roots of Internet connectivity in the region 

 The need for rural development has paved the way for the importance of Information and 

Communication technologies in rural development. With the advancement in Information and 

Communication technologies people in rural India can connect with markets, access banking and financial 

services. ICT acts like a channel of delivery of e-government services including education and health. 

Specifically to drive more and more advancement in ICT there is a need to strengthen Internet 

connectivity.  

 India currently has about 342.65 million Internet subscribers, making it one of the largest user 

bases in the world. Maximum number of internet subscribers in urban area is from Maharashtra with 

19.72 million and UP East topped the chart with in rural internet segment with 11.21 million subscribers. 

North- East India is having 4.07 million subscribers. To increase the internet connectivity in this region 

the government of India has commissioned an international broadband gateway project that would be 

established in Agartala and connectivity would be provided by BSNL and Bangladesh Submarine Cable 

Company limited. The project is estimated to cost Rs 19.1 Crores and annual expense for operation is 

around Rs 7.2 Crores. With the completion of this project, India will be able to lease 10 Gbps (Gigabits 

per second) capacity from Bangladesh. This can later be increased to 40 Gbps. 
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ICT as an agent for rural development 

 Importance of ICTs for Rural Development has given the importance of Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICTs) in national development. The vision for Digital India is one of the 

major projects associated with the panoply of ICTs. It has the potential to bring transformation in 

various sections of the society with rural India poised for the biggest beneficiary of this change. With a 

vision of universal phone connectivity and access to broadband connectivity in 2.5 lakh villages by 

2019 there will be an optimal ground for the advancement in e-Government services. Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) and now service providers are turning their attention to rural 

India for their expansion. The unlocking of the potential for rural transformation on the strength of 

digital platform calls for innovation and pragmatic approach along with diligent implementation. 

Government is keen to cover large sections of the population for its services through the digital 

platform in areas such as improved governance, land records, jobs, health, education and agriculture 

and digitization of personal and public records for safekeeping, there would be innumerable avenues for 

budding entrepreneurs as well as existing businesses to service the rural markets as never before. To 

promote the socio-economic status and participatory developmental there is a need for universal 

telecommunication access and service. More and more participation will pave the way for inclusive 

growth among the rural masses. Mobile based valued added services played a significant role in 

development support communication to rural population. We have the cases of e-Choupal and Akshaya 

project which had acted like an agent for raising the issues from various corners of rural India. The 

outreach of ICT will become more significant when it is able to serve the section of population which 

faces unique challenges to raise their voices. Sanchar Shakti a scheme aimed at ICTs for rural women’s 

Self Help groups (SHGs) which includes projects to provide pertinent information to rural women in 

local language through their mobile phones. 

Evaluating the significance of ICT for Societal Development  

 A region may remains isolated from the rest of the country due to its tough terrain and 

unconditional geographical complexities where 35% of the population is below the poverty line as 

compared to the national average of 26%. Apart from the geographical restrictions this region often faces 

ethnic and political annoyances. To develop this region with more inclusive and participatory approach of 

development there is a need to bring active and responsible citizenry among the general public. In this age 

of network society ICTs have the power to change the landscape of this region. With the help of ICT the 

policy makers and implementers may focus it as a sector, e-governance, education, health, and training 

sectors. 
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Advisory system in e-governance  

 ICT has the immense potential in bringing meteoric changes in creating infrastructure for better 

governance. Moving with this vision Arunachal Pradesh has set up CSCs (Common Service Centre’s) in 

the state. These CSCs are one of the key pillars of e-governance and plays a significant role in the service. 

Projects such as Online Inner Line Permit (ILP), Automation of State Library (RFID enabled), and e-

Samaj (project for department of Women and Child Welfare) have been implemented. It also helps in 

other sectors too such as agro processing industry and in the development of handlooms and handicrafts. 

In this region there are about 5,000 CSCs functional which have great potential to become a massive 

player in development. The CSCs are becoming an exponent in development by bridging the digital 

divide and providing equitable access to the technology.  

Advisory System in Agriculture  

 There are multifaceted aspects associated with the advisory system in agriculture. With the help 

of ICT farmers are getting opportunity to improve their income and wellbeing. Specifically in a country 

like India where agriculture is an allied sector and 13.7% of its GDP is accounted from this sector the role 

of ICT becomes significant in upholding the tracks of development. ICT4D helps in accessing price 

information from national and international markets. There are dedicated apps that help in maneuvering 

the status of your crops and irrigation system remotely. It also helps in training farmers with innovative 

techniques for better production and also supports in creating future opportunities for agricultural sector. 

Due to the tough terrain and remote locations in North East India the farmers face difficulty in reaching 

nearest CD (Community Development) Block office to get help. They need assessment related to the field 

surveys, analysis of Kisan call centre logs and various researches from the field. Intelligent Advisory 

System for Farmers (IASF), a project of Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), 

Mumbai in collaboration with Department of Agriculture Manipur, Meghalaya and Central Agricultural 

University, Imphal has come to the aid of more than 1800 farmers residing in 9 districts of Manipur and 5 

districts in Meghalaya. Funded by DEITY, Ministry of Information Technology, Government of India, 

this project integrates web technologies with mobile services to connect farmers to agricultural experts 

and KVK Scientists in real time. 

Advisory system in Education  

 There have been new directions in information and communication technology (ICT) with regard 

to teaching and learning processes. With the help of ICT the pedagogical point of view can be extended in 

a more significant manner. It helps in broadening the vision of education. By integrating various 

technological aids the students may derive benefits of study in a more multifaceted manner. In this age of 

twenty first century where the whole paradigm of education is changing and the significant skills such as 
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problem solving, information processing and analytical nature are getting momentum the need for ICT 

has become significant. Wegeriff (2004) shows that a combination of pedagogy and software design can 

exploit the ambivalent nature of computers to make them serve as both interactive agents/ tutors, and as 

passive ‘learning environments’ within the one educational exchange.  

 The Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in Schools was launched in December, 

2004 and revised in 2010 to provide opportunities to secondary stage students to mainly build their 

capacity on ICT skills and make them learn through computer aided learning process. The Scheme is a 

major catalyst to bridge the digital divide amongst students of various socio economic and other 

geographical barriers. The Scheme provides support to States/UTs to establish computer labs on 

sustainable basis. 

 The Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (DISHA) or National Digital Literacy Mission (NDLM) Scheme 

has been formulated to impart IT training to 52.5 lakh persons, including Anganwadi and ASHA workers 

and authorized ration dealers in all the States/UTs across the country so that the non-IT literate citizens 

are trained to become IT literate.  

Advisory system in Health  

 Information management and communication processes are significant in every aspect of health 

sector. Primary healthcare costs can be curtailed, where remote access can be facilitated through 

innovations in telemedicine. The use of ICT has grown considerably in recent years and has triggered a 

great deal of interest in an age of rapidly-spreading epidemics that don’t respect national boundaries. The 

benefits of incorporating ICT in healthcare include better access to complete and accurate electronic 

health records that aggregate information to improve diagnoses, prevent errors, and save precious 

response times; lead to greater engagement of patients in their own healthcare; improve population-based 

knowledge in a diverse country like India, and usher in increased administrative efficiency in a country 

where the public health infrastructure is in a mess.  

Conclusion  

 In recent years with the advent of modern communication technology the ICTs has become one 

of the significant components in developmental process.  ICT4D is grounded in the notions of 

"development", "growth", "progress" and "globalization" and is often interpreted as the use of technology 

to deliver a greater good. The vision for Digital India unveiled by the Prime Minister is path breaking and 

has the potential to create a transformational change in various sections of the society with rural India 

poised for being the biggest beneficiary of this change. The government has been focusing on the 

development of this region through its pro-active Act East Policy. Recently they had also initiated 

improved internet connectivity for the North East Region in collaboration with Bangaladesh. Along with 
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this government has also approved North East BPO promotion scheme through Digital India campaign. It 

will help in creating job avenues for a large section of youth who are well versed with English language. 

ICT enables multifaceted developmental aspects for different sectors such as agriculture, education, 

health, governance etc. Respite all the development, in a region like north east where poor connectivity is 

major backlog in developmental process with more and more infrastructural growth in telecommunication 

network the opportunities for ICTs will become more widened.  
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The Philosophy of Vaiṣṇavism and Śri Caitanya: An Analytical Study 

Dr. Susmita Roy 

Associate Professor 

Department of Philosophy 

Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam 

  

Abstract 

 

The present study is The Philosophy of Vaiṣṇavism and Śri Caitanya is an enquiry into 

philosophical background of Bengal Vaiṣṇavism which is predominantly a religious 

creed. 

Vaiṣṇavism is concerned with the worship of Viṣṇu as the supreme deity. Before Caitanya 

there were four schools of vaiṣṇavism. Sri, Hamsa, Brahma and Rudra. Rāmānuja’s 

Viśiṣtādvaita (qualified non-dualism) gives a strong foundation to vaiṣṇavism. Though 

Śri Caitanya inherited the legacy from the already existent vaiṣṇava religious tradition, 

he made it a massive religious movement and added a new flavour to it. The Bhāgavata 

Purana is the principal source of inspiration of this school. Sat Sandharva of Jiva 

Gosvāmin gives in a systematic fashion the entire theology and philosophy of Śri 

Caitanya’s vaiṣṇavism. The Absolute Reality is Bhagavat. This Reality is both religious 

and philosophic Absolute. There are three concepts of Absolute Reality Brahman, 

Paramātman and Bhagavat. There are three dimensions or gradations and not distinct 

entities. Unlike Advaita concept of Nirviṣeśa Brahman, Bhagavat possesses Saktis or 

powers. Sakti is identical with as well as different from Saktimat. The relationship is one 

of identity and difference. Bengal school expounds the doctrine of unthinkable identity-in-

difference (acintya-bhedābhedavāda), which is unique in Indian philosophy. The relation 

between Jiva and Jagat on the one hand and Bhagavat on the other hand is one of 

acintya-bhedābheda. It is acintya or inconceivable. This can not be explained by reason. 

Jiva Gosvāmin has built the philosophical edifice of Bengal vaiṣṇavism which has 

incorporated into it best points of other schools. 

Keywords: Vaiṣṇavism, Śri Caitanya, The Bhāgavata Purana, Jiva Gosvāmin, 

Paramātman 

 

Vaiṣṇavism had been a living faith in our country long before the advent of Śri Caitanya; who 

actually lived, moved and had his being between 1486 and 1533 A.D. Vaiṣṇavism a distinct religious 
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faith was enriched by a number of religious concepts, philosophical views of saints and scholars from 

different regions of India. It is a religion which is concerned with the worship of viṣṇu as the supreme 

deity. There were four classical vaiṣṇava school or sects viz. Sri, Hamsa, Brahma and Rudra advocated by 

Rāmānuja, Nimbārka, Madhva and Vallabha. Rāmānuja‟s doctrine is known as Viśiṣtādvaita (qualified 

non-dualism) gives a strong foundation to vaiṣṇavism and developed into a coherent system. 

Like most other religions of India Vaiṣṇavism has a philosophy and religion of its own. It is a fact 

that, Bengal Vaiṣṇavism has been studied mere as a faith and movement rather than a system of 

philosophy. The systematic, critical and comparative study of epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, 

aesthetics of Bengal vaiṣṇavism or philosophy of Śri Caitanya is rarely done. Śri Caitanya has been 

placed among the devotees and mystics rather than as a philosopher. The reason for this is the devotional 

character of the personality of Śri Caitanya and his emotionalism. This characteristic overshadowed his 

philosophy. Śri Caitanya did not write any book of his own. The only work is Śikṣāṣtaka, consisting of 

eight verses is ascribed to him. The sources of reconstructing the philosophical teaching and religious 

doctrine of vaiṣṇavism is his utterances as contained in the biographies and some important works of his 

followers. 

“But though Śri Caitanya does not present himself to us as the author of any work giving a 

systematic and elaborate account of his religious philosophy, he is the recognised founder of the Gauḍīya 

Vaiṣṇava Community, and it seems quite natural that he should have formulated the philosophical tenets 

of his school, which his learned disciples were commissioned to broadcast to all over the country”.
1 

Gauḍīya Vaiṣṇava philosophy was the formulation of Sanātana Gosvāmin, Rūpa Gosvāmin, their nephew 

Jiva Gosvāmin and Krishṇadās Kavirāj, author of Caitanya Caritāmrita. Sanātana Gosvāmin learnt the 

basic points from Caitanya. Jiva Gosvāmin stated the fundamental concepts in his six sandharvas. The 

works of Rupa, Sanātana, Jiva, Krishṇadās Kavirāj contain specific concepts which were fundamental to 

Vaiṣṇava philosophy of Bengal in general and Śri Caitanya in particular. 

The centre of interest in the philosophy of Caitanya and Bengal Vaiṣṇavism is epistemology, 

metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics. Their exposition of pramāna as the theory of knowledge is found in Jiva 

Gosvāmin‟s Tattvasandharva. Jiva Gosvāmin‟s theory of Pramāna rejects six or ten pramānas. According 

to him all pramānas except Śabda (testimony) are defective. The only authentic and reliable pramāna is 

Śabda. The unquestionable acceptance of Bhāgavata Purāna is regarded as one of the fundamental 

postulate of this school. Śabda Pramāna again includes Śruti which denotes mainly the Vedas and the 

upanishads. As the Vedas are not easily understandable Itihāsa and Purāṇas were composed to interpret 

the mystery of the vedas. Thus the Purāṇas are complemented to Vedas. Those who know the four Vedas 

with the upanishads and the Vedāngas but do not know the purāṇas cannot be regarded as truly learned. 

Purāṇas are superior to the Vedas for its intelligibility and accessibility. Bhāgavata Purāṇa is the highest 
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and the most authoritative among all purāṇas. Even it is superior to Brahmāśutra. Vyāśa composed 

Bhāgavata which is obtained through spiritual meditation. The Bengal school of Vaiṣṇavism is based 

upon a direct explication of Bhāgavata. The contents of Srimad Bhāgavata were classified by Śri Caitanya 

under three heads : Saṁbandha, abhidheya and proyojana Sambandha means relation. The relationship 

between, Jiva world and Isvara. Abhidheya means the way that leads to the attainment of relationship and 

proyojana is the purpose for which the relationship is sought: Isvara conceived in all His perfection is 

sambandha, Bhakti is abhidheya and prema is prayojana. 

The most significant theme of philosophy of Bengal Vaiṣṇavism are –  

1. The Absolute Reality or the Bhagavata. 2. The three concepts of the Absolute Reality. 3. 

Bhagavata and his Saktis or powers. 4. Concept of Jiva, Jagat and their relation. 5. Bhakti. 6. Ultimate 

Realisation. 7. The joy of Bhakti. 

In the Bhagavata the Absolute Reality has been described as: “The knowers of truth say that the 

supreme non-dual Reality is called by different names such as Brahman, paramāt man and Bhagavān”. 

“Vadanti tat tattvavidastattvam yajnańāmadvayam brahmeti paramātmeti bhagavānitti saddyate”.
2
  

The verse gives the concept of the Absolute Reality and which has been accepted by Jiva Gosvāmin as the 

central theme of his first three Sandharvas. The one and the same Absolute is divided into three as 

Brahman, Paramātman and Bhagavān according to the respective capacities of realisation of the devotees. 

Jiva takes these three concepts as three gradation of one and the same Reality. The Bhagavat is the 

highest and the most perfect manifestations of the Advayajńānatattva. It is one of the fundamental 

postulates of the school. This Advayajńānatattva does not mean the non-dual, indeterminate, nirguna 

Brahman of Advaita Vedanta of Saṁkara. The tattva or the Absolute Reality which is the heart or essence 

of all things and beings is self-existent, pure consciousness (cideka-rupa) and self-luminous (Sva-prakasa) 

the Absolute Reality is „advaya‟ means „without a second‟ really signifies that like it there is no second 

tattva or Reality. The Absolute Reality is most perfect embodiment of sat (absolute existence) cit 

(absolute consciousness) ananda (absolute bliss) Saccidananda svarupa. 

The Absolute Reality is a synthetic unity and is therefore devoid of all three kinds of differences 

(bheda) namely Svajātiya-bheda ( difference between two homogeneous things) Vijātiya bheda the 

difference between two different things Svagata bheda is the internal or intrinsic difference within each 

object. The Advaya-jńānatattva is the supreme divine personality. The ultimate goal of man‟s religious 

and spiritual endeavours (parama purusartha). Thus, the reality is both religious and philosophic Absolute. 

This Absolute Reality is finally identified with the Bhagavat the highest and the most perfect 

manifestations of the Absolute and as such it forms the essential theme of Bhāgavata. 

Among the three aspects of the supreme Reality, the Brahman is the indeterminate unqualified. 

The Brahman is unqualified but the Bhagavat is infinitely qualified. The Brahman is indeterminate 
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(nirviśeṣa) state of the Absolute Reality. Brahman is not the ultimate Reality but simply the unqualified 

and  undifferentiated state of Supreme Reality, the Bhagavat. Thus, Bhagavat is the full manifestations 

with all divine energies while Brahman is an imperfect and incomplete manifestation of the supreme 

Reality. The distinction is not like that between two independent entities, the Absolute Reality being one 

and indivisible, the apparent distinction arises from the degree of realisation of the two kinds of devotees 

who follow different paths. The different paths are jńāna and bhakti. This suggests the superiority of 

bhakti over jńāna as a means of attaining the complete vision of the Ultimate Reality. This is also another 

distinctive features of Bengal Vaiṣṇavism. Paramātman is the partial appearance of the Absolute Reality. 

The Paramātman is immanent in the conscious Jiva and in the non-conscious material prakrti. It is the 

inner-ruler (antaryāmin) of the conscious jivas. The concept of „antaryāmin‟ as the inner governors owes 

its origin to the thoughts of the upanishads which in later times developed into a personal God. 

“The three names, Brahman, Bhagavan and Paramātman are used in accordance with the 

emphasis that is put on the different aspects of the total composite meaning; thus, as any one of the 

special aspects of God appears to the mind of the devotee, he associates it with the name of Brahman, 

Bhagavān or Paramātman”.
3
  

Jiva Gosvāmin in his Bhagavat Sandharva discusses elaborately the nature of divine energies or 

Saktis which reside really and eternally in the Bhagavat in an intimate and inseparable relation of 

inherence. Sakti is not different from the Absolute Reality, just as the burning property of fire is 

indistinguishable from fire, the Saktis are not adventitious but essential potencies of the Absolute Reality. 

The saktis are natural (svābhavika) to it, though unthinkable (acintya), beyond the reach of common 

human comprehension. The relation between the Bhagavat and his mainfold powers is that of Saktimat 

and sakti, power holder and power. Sakti has no independent existence apart from the substratum and 

constitutes an identical non-dual unity with the Supreme Reality. But the Supreme Reality remains 

transcendental without being affected by the world of multiplicity which is creation of His Sakti. Thus, 

Sakti is identical with as well as different from Saktimat, the relation is one of identity and difference. 

The endless powers of the Bhagavat are not all of same order, they have been grouped into three broad 

classes. Jiva Gosvāmin styles  them as svarupa Sakti (essential power), Taṭāstha Sakti (natural power) and 

Bahiranga Sakti (extraneous power). Of these three the first is the fundamental and the other two are 

derivative, but all these powers even the fundamental Svarupa sakti is said to have a substratum which is 

none other than Bhagavat. The svarupa sakti inheres in the very nature of the Bhagavat and as such it is 

called His essential power. 

Although Bhagavat is the common substratum of all these three powers. He does not exercise his 

Taṭāstha Sakti and Bahiranga sakti directly but manifests them indirectly through his svarupa sakti. 

Svarupa sakti is directly and fully displayed in the Bhagavat, the other two saktis are displayed indirectly 
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through the works of Paramātman. The Taṭāstha sakti is otherwise known as the Jiva Śakti of the 

Bhagavat, since it represents His power of self multiplication into finite selves. The Bahiranga sakti is 

called Māyasakti since it displays his self alienation into the insentient material world. Although, rooted 

in and supported by the svarupa sakti of the Bhagavat. the Māyasakti is quite opposite to it. The Svarupa 

sakti of the Bhagvat in the form of cit sakti, reveals the true nature of the Bhagavat. Māyasakti represents 

Him in the form of an insentient, inanimate, material world of plurality. The Māyasakti is not a power of 

illusion as the Advaitin thinks, but it is a real power which causes creation, sustenance and dissolution of 

the phenomenal world, which is also relatively real. Through the power the Bhagvat limits himself and 

appears as Paramātman. 

The relation between the Jivas and the Paramātman is described as that of inconceivable identity-

in-difference (acintya bhedābheda). It is not the relation of exclusive identity in which the Jivas loses their 

separate existence in the attainment of Mokṣa. Again, it is not exclusively different but both of identity 

and difference. It is identity because Paramātman is the very source and ground of existence of the Jivas. 

The Jivas derive their nature as existence (sat), consciousness (cit) and bliss (ānanda) from Him. It is 

different because the Jivas share the nature of Paramātman in a very small measure. Existence, knowledge 

and bliss in their case are limited, while in the case of Paramātman they are unlimited. This is natural 

because Jiva is atomic consciousness (anu-caitanya) while Paramātman is infinite consciousness (vibhu-

caitanya). The Jivas are infinite in number, instrinsic in nature is always same. But there are difference 

among them according to their past and present deeds and the different positions occupied by them on the 

mundane. 

The most crucial question arises here is, if Jiva or individual soul is an amsa or part of the 

Supreme Reality, then how are we to explain the relation between the individual self (Jiva) and 

Paramātman? Again, if the universe is a real transformation of the Supreme Reality does it affect the unity 

and immutability of His being? How does the Supreme Spiritual Reality appear as insentience of the 

material world? To give answers to all these Bengal school expounds the doctrine of Inexplicable 

Identity-in-difference (acintya-bhedābheda) which is unique in the history of Indian Philosophy. It is 

possible for the Supreme to be both different from the world and identical to it to create the world out of 

himself and remain out of it. This cannot be explained by reasoning. Simultaneous existence of identity 

and difference is acintya or inconceivable because it is contradictory. Sri Jiva illustrates the relation of 

inconceivable identity-in-difference by reference to fire and its power. We cannot think of fire without the 

power of burning. Similarly we cannot think of the power of burning without fire. Fire and its power of 

burning are not absolutely the same, their relation is neither absolute identity, nor difference. 

Jiva Gosvāmin has held the view that the relation between sakti and saktimat, Jiva and Brahman is one of 

simultaneous difference and non-difference. Frankly such a relation is inexplicable (acintya). Thus, by the 
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word „acintya‟ they induced mystical element into philosophical concept. The doctrine of acintya 

bhedābheda is an improvement upon earlier forms of Vedānta, like absolute non-dualism, qualified non-

dualism, dualism, etc. 

“It is not an electic work based on elements collected from other schools of Vedāntic thought, but 

an original system in which the best thoughts of such great thinkers as Śaṅkara, Rāmānuja, Madhva, 

Vallabha and Nimbārka, have found their reconciliation and fulfilment”.
4
  

The philosophy of Caitanya‟s Vaiṣṇavism gives proper value to man‟s moral, spiritual, 

emotional, and practical needs. It does not regard life and its values are illusory. Sri Jiva Gosvāmin has 

built the philosophical edifice of Bengal Vaiṣṇavism which has incorporated into it best points of other 

schools. 
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Abstract 

The powerful presence of animals and their depiction in Indian culture, irrespective of 

religious belief, customs, region, mythology and more precisely the artistic 

representations of animals and birds in Indian art have culminated the idioms of the 

human perception of the animal world who shares the same earth. The diversity of the 

animals depicted on cave or rock paintings of Bhimbetka, on the seals of Harappan 

civilisation with frequent occurrence of bulls, anthropomorphic animals like multi hooded 

serpent, cosmic boar, suggests that they must be religious symbols. Other animals like 

tiger, lions, deer, elephant, monkeys, one horned rhinoceros were also depicted on seals, 

stone reliefs, rock cut halls etc. features to be hallmarks of Indian art. 

Indian advertising scene also spearheaded a notable contribution in depicting animal 

imagery in various forms like fictitious characters, mascots, anthropomorphic forms, 

puppets, caricatures of the majestic animals of India that reflects the uniqueness of the 

animals and birds, representing the wisdom, power, beauty, opulence and grandeur that 

uphold and dignify the indigenous fauna and also restore the conservation issues through 

powerful visualisation and gratification. 

The study explores the profile of depiction of animal imagery as visual elements in social 

campaigns, incorporating the essence of identity in terms of existence and distinctiveness 

of culture and biodiversity of, the state animal of Assam in particular where the infinite 

variety of its geographical settings,  its varied flora and fauna, avian life, history of its 

people and the variety of its ethnic communities, rich heritage, lifestyles, festivals, art and 

crafts have commemorated the issues of conservation and preservation the state animal 

through graphical representation for social communication in the form of logo, symbol, 

signage, mascots, advertisements, social campaigns. 

Keywords: Anthropomorphic, Mascots, Imagery, Identity, Signage. 

 

Introduction 

Every civilisation looks at animals, birds and other creatures in its special way. The Romans 

saw animals as fierce which has to be tamed and controlled for human survival. The Greek saw them 
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as symbol of power and affluent. Though the animal kingdom have not undergone major changes in 

terms of their shape or appearances, their presence and perception in human life have undergone 

changes from age to age. They have been presented in beautiful forms in paintings, sculptures, 

pottery, architectural designs and every other human activities that finds expression of human 

imagination are often use as symbols of power, identity, beauty, elegance, dignity and wisdom and 

affluence. The symbolic and dominant presence of animals in Indian culture, portrays animals to be 

inspiring growth, promoting unity and prosperity which gives us the glimpses of the incomparable 

diversity of Indian forest landscapes, animals and birds shown as exotic symbols of Indian religious 

culture especially. The most popular amongst them is the Lord Ganesha, with the head of an elephant 

and Lord Hanuman with the body of the monkey, symbolises auspiciousness, strength, devotion and 

power.  

Manifestation of animals in Indian Art 

The fascinated world of animals and birds were well depicted with their powerful presence in 

Indian art also where the creatures were depicted as companions of deities, mythical beasts, hybrid 

animals, anthropomorphic forms, religious symbols, presented in different poses, aspects and forms. 

The diversity of the animals depicted on cave or rock paintings of Bhimbetka, seals of Harappan 

civilisation, with frequent occurrence of bulls, hybrid animals, multi hooded cosmic serpent, cosmic 

boar, elephant represents the stature of being divine. Various other animals like tiger, lions, deer, 

elephant, monkeys, birds, one horned rhinoceros, crocodiles, antelopes, and squirrel were also 

depicted in their natural surroundings, hunting scenes, on seals, stone reliefs, rock cut halls, 

sculptures, and paintings features to be hallmarks of Indian Art. The finest amongst them is the lion 

capital at Sarnath erected by Asoka provide us with the best remaining example of Mauryan Art that 

projects the mood of grandeur is also adopted as the emblem for the modern republic of India. The 

fascinating world of animals were also depicted in the rock-cut monasteries with images of elephant, 

horse, monkey etc, participating in cosmic events. The association of animals in Indian art also 

features the anthropomorphic animal characters, where mythological stories such as incarnation of 

Vishnu as the cosmic boar, Varaha which is his third descent-avatara depicts the churning of the milk 

sea ocean, Makara-the mythical beast, that is a part of crocodile and part elephant, multi hooded 

serpent Ananta, slaying of buffalo demon –Mahisasura were remarkable in their depictions. 

The Gupta period provides us with some of the earliest surviving examples of Indian painting 

in continuous visual narration along the wall and the best preserved are located in the twenty nine 

caves at Ajanta, one such example depicts image of an elephant in lotus pond, one of many small 

panels decorating the ceiling, representing the huge mammal scattering lotus. The image was later 

incorporated in the logo of Ministry of Tourism, Government of India. The elephant is but one of the 

hundreds of animals-horses, bulls, birds, monkeys and others which were brightly woven through the 

pictorial fabric at Ajanta.  
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Moghul school of painting also depicts the subtle native Indian elements with images of animals, 

birds, flowers, vegetation and landscapes. Also to mention Pahari, Jain and Rajasthani paintings 

depicts animals in various occasions. After the demise of the Rajput art centres and a complete 

domination of India by the British, descendants of artists from Moghul court  found employment to 

produce paintings of flowers, animals and exotic scenes for the British marked as company painting. 

One such intriguing influence on Indian folk art of the European presence appears in the paintings 

created at the kali temple in Calcutta in the second quarter of nineteenth century, occasionally depicts 

European events and subjects. 

Objectives of the study 

The study focuses on depiction of animal imagery as elements of visual identity in advertising 

designs, incorporating the essence of identity in terms of existence, distinctiveness of culture and 

biodiversity of the North Eastern region of India, in particular the state animal of Assam, where the 

infinite variety of its geographical settings, flora and fauna, avian life, people, lifestyles, festivals and 

art and crafts have commemorated and preserves the state animals traditionally in various art forms. 

The study tries to explore the possibilities of social campaigns, in specific the visual depiction of the 

state animals in various promotional formats in order to gratify, conserve and preserve these animals. 

The study also intend to provide an indication of such representations in national dimension of 

advertising. 

Depiction of animals in Indian advertising  

Indian advertising scene also spearheaded a notable contribution in depicting animal imagery 

in various forms like fictitious characters, mascots, anthropomorphic forms of the diverse sets of the 

animal resources of India that reflects the uniqueness of the animals apart from birds and vegetation, 

representing the wisdom, power, beauty, opulence and grandeur that uphold and dignify the 

indigenous fauna and also restore the conservation issues through powerful visualisation and 

gratification  

Animals were used as visual metaphors, symbolic of the role played in a society in 

advertisements to draw the attention of the potential consumers to deliver a specific message without 

to many words. 

 This response toward portrayal of such anthropomorphic animals along with human 

characteristics also plays an important role in advertising, because people tend to draw toward things 

and objects that are similar to themselves. The physical similarities of the animals with that of humans 

associate the product, service or idea to create and enhance positive image about the product. Animal 

mascots as trade symbol have been an important element used in Indian advertising along with other 

pictorial representations such as logo, symbols, and trademark etc. It is apparent that a mascot plays 

an important role in advertising that had created some of the popular mascots in the history of Indian 

advertising which is more human in their approaches and formation.  
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 The association of animal imagery in Indian advertising represents an integral aspect of 

consumer behaviour with various images taken from Indian mythology, legends, and epics, which 

also directly associate them with religious embodiment and national symbols. For example the 

caricature of Shera, the mascot of the XIX Commonwealth Games 2010, is taken from the Hindi word 

„Sher’ (means „Tiger‟ in English), embody the power and courage associated with Goddess Durga. 

The image of the tiger which is also the national animal of India depicted in anthropomorphic form, 

reflects the power, charisma, intelligence and graceful attitude of the majestic Royal Bengal tiger. His 

athletic proficiency, courage and speed in well evident with the human like portrayal with jersey, boot 

and most interestingly the folded hand, commemorating Indian hospitability.   

 Another majestic animal, elephant is also associated with Indian mythology that had 

accredited the anthropomorphic representation of animals in Indian advertising. The mascot of Indian 

Railways -Bholu the Guard Elephant, represents the embodiment of the caricature of an elephant in 

the attire of a railway guard holding a signal lamp with green light in one hand symbolising safety of a 

running train and the well-being of the passengers. Such physical similarity to humans is indeed an 

important determinant of how people react to such visual representation appeared in the various print 

advertisements, logos and symbols, posters packaging design etc.  

 The non-anthropomorphic approach is also been initiated in restoring and preserving the 

animals of the nation which were not only used for selling products, but also to make social impact 

and mass awareness about the animal. As we have observed the legacy of the animals in Indian art, a 

notable contribution have been attributes to preserve and conserve the same through posters, films, 

social campaigns, awareness programmes by various brands, NGOs, institutes in India. For example, 

the social campaigns initiated by Aircel ‘SAVE OUR TIGERS’ campaign is one of the successful 

campaign of the many initiatives that uphold the dignity of the national animal of India. Various other 

animals from different parts of India were also depicted and incorporated in various visual identity 

designs. For example, tiger, lion, camel were used as visual elements in designing the corporate 

identity to promote the place and culture. 

 Notable contribution is also spearheaded by PETA India in conserving this majestic animal 

from the verge of extinction. Apart from tiger animals like Asian elephant, One Horned Rhino, 

Ganges River Dolphin, Red Panda, Gharial were the priority species to be initiated by WWF India. 

The advertisement campaign designed for Sanctuary Asia projects the horrifying consequences of 

deforestation and promotes the need of conservation through shocking visuals and graphics. The 

Incredible India campaign initiated by the Ministry Tourism, launched in 2002 also made a greater 

contribution in conservation the animals with powerful advertisements and poster campaigns. Many 

other social campaigns were also launched and initiated by different brands, institutional bodies to 

uphold the heritage of the rich treasure of wildlife of India 
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India’s North East: an overview 

The present study focuses on the North eastern state, Assam, which houses some of the 

majestic animals like Greater one horned Rhino, Asian Elephant, Bengal Tiger, Gangetic Dolphin, 

clouded leopard, Golden Langur ,Pigmy hog and many more, the Greater One Horned Rhino has been 

placed at apex of its existence in the cultural milieu of Assam regardless of its appearance in 

traditional crafts, handlooms, festival and events, textile, art, cinema and advertising too.Animal 

images has been considered as predominant element of the culture of Assam where typical designs 

motifs used in the textile, pottery, handicrafts, wood works ,witnesses the presence of variety of 

animals, like deer, butterfly, rhino, elephant, lion with refinement and stylization which invigorate the 

preservation of the natural resources of Assam.  

The symbols and motifs which were woven on the silk garments traditionally have undergone 

a massive change. The earlier motifs basically had an angular geometrical shape with references to the 

traditional culture and symbols. The motifs are mostly imitation the shape of flowers, ferns, trees, 

butterflies, animals, and birds. For example, one of the most commonly used motifs is the Kaziranga 

style which, according to the local craftsmen and experts derives its inspiration from the wildlife of 

Kaziranga. As a part of the motif a rhino and a deer are woven onto the silk garment.  

A unique token of love and hospitality, the Gamocha, a white rectangular piece of hand-woven 

cotton cloth usually with a red border on three sides and red woven motifs on the fourth, is seen all 

over Assam and is one of the most easily recognisable cultural symbols of the Assamese people 

Although cotton yarn is most commonly used for weaving gamochas, sometimes pat silk is used for 

special occasions. The motifs used in the design were geometrical shapes, animal and bird motifs, 

musical instruments etc.  

  The namghar or kirtanghar, which contains a throne-like seat, is a rather unusual shape for a 

throne. Flowers and deities elaborately carved in wood can be seen on doors, walls, beams, ceilings 

and on simhasanas used in prayer houses, throne-type structures. The sacred scripture is placed on the 

Guru Asana. The Guru Āsana, literally the seat of the Guru is a seven-tiered, triangular, wooden 

throne adorned by the tortoise-elephant-lion motif and other decorative wood.  

The depiction of animal images has a notable presence in the ancient tradition of painting in 

Assam. Many of the manuscripts available from the Middle Ages bear excellent examples of 

traditional paintings. The most famous of such medieval works are available in the Hastividyarnava 

(A Treatise on Elephants) where a comprehensive study of elephant makes a deliberate attempt to 

project animal kingdom, but rarely any trace of representation of rhino can be seen in any of the 

paintings though occasionally birds, monkey, horse, bull, and hybrid animals can be seen. 

The archaeological sites such as the Madan Kamdev (c. 9th–10th centuries AD) exhibits 

mass-scale use of lions, dragon-lions and many other figures of demons, serpents, hybrid forms to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastividyarnava
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show case power and prosperity. The Vaishnava monasteries and many other architectural sites of late 

medieval period display the use of lions and dragons for symbolic effects.  

The issues of patronisation, conservation and protection of the state animal thus discussed is 

not only confined to the traditional aspects of its existence and identity where this animal is been 

identified as an important medium of expression and marked as token of pride and power of 

Assamese culture. Modern day craftsman have taken to producing articles of commercial value, 

including figures of the famous one-horned rhino of Assam as a token and souvenir of statehood and 

pride. 

Laterally with the traditional counterparts, the distinction of the animal is well defined with 

appropriate adoption of the image of rhino in various brand identity used in various advertising and 

promotional activities, awareness campaigns in the form of print advertisements, logos, symbols, and 

mascots. The awareness campaign by WWF on the preservation of Indian Rhino, the corporate logo 

of CEAT Tyres, Assam Oil representing the vigor and energy of the animal in action, the Great Indian 

Rhinoceros runs on all Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) bus, logo of Assam Tourism, 

Assam tea board, Assam State zoo cum botanical garden also features the presence of the animal in 

different attire and gesture expresses the dynamism of the animal. 

The representations of the state animal as game mascot of 33th National Games 2007 and 

South Asian Games 2016 held in Assam added a new dimension to the existing set of the image of the 

animal as visual identify for communication  purpose, made the animal visible beyond regional arena. 

The mascot „Rongmon’ of the 33
rd

 National Games 2007, wearing a dhoti and a Muga shirt with a 

traditional Gamocha tied around his neck and a buffalo-horn pipe tucked to his waist, holding the 

Olympic torch in one hand, symbolizes the spirit and joy of the Olympic movement and the essence 

of Assamese culture and its rich natural heritage.  

Another mascot named Tikhor, the baby rhino, who is the Brand Ambassador of the 12th 

South Asian Games, 2016 also earmarked the presence of the animal international arena. Tikhor, is 

someone who is sharp, naughty, sporty and modern. He is all-rounder, active, energetic. With 

traditional and sporty costumes, he is playing all games and welcoming every new idea in sports. Here 

the playful rhino is represented with new perspective, carrying the message, aspiration of peace, 

stability, amity and progress in the South Asian region. Mention may also be made with the wildlife 

of the other part of North Eastern Region where the endangered species were restored and preserved 

in various visual formats, with minimal space for mass awareness. 

Concern for reinstating identity and conservation of the state animal of Assam also found 

expression with the noble gesture of the contemporary visual artists of Assam. For instance Rajkumar 

Mazinder‟s artistic narration of mix media work “Assam Boil & Toil” is a take on the logo of „Assam 

Oil‟, the premier oil refining and marketing company of the state which is a marker for economic 

growth, prosperity, modernisation of the state, apart from being the signifier of Assam‟s identity in 

the global map and world economy.  
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For the global world, Assam‟s identity is often equated with resources like oil or tea and 

hence this appropriation of the logo becomes the metaphorical representation of the land, people, and 

their holistic politico-cultural identity. The logo of the company represents the one horned rhinoceros, 

the state animal of Assam epitomizes power energy and solidity of existential being in the symbolic 

representation is shown as wounded and collapsing in the visual narration of the artist. The artist also 

re-investigated the issues of saving the critically endangered species with some of the other artworks 

namely –the series called Red Rhino, Endangering trust, where the state emblem is shown in 

catastrophic condition.  

Social campaigns viz Save Assam’s Rhino by Sanctuary Asia Magazine makes a 

commendable job in making mass awareness. Activities like Dancing Rain, a creative festival 

celebrating environment and protection also feature the beautiful rhino “green” sculptured with Sal 

(teak) tree leaves. A fantastic initiative taken up by Yantr the Street Artist from India on account of 

22
nd

 September being "World Rhino Day”, creating awareness regarding the diminishing One Horned 

Rhino in Assam. NGOs and environmental activists groups and bodies like Assam Science Society, 

Kaziranga Wildlife Society, Environ, Aaranyak, Nature‟s Beacon, Nature‟s Foster, Early birds need 

special mention, striving to protecting the environment and wildlife of Assam. 

Conclusion 

Being the pride of not only the state of Assam, but of the whole nation, the Greater One-

Horned Rhino is in the verge of extinction and poaching is an unwrapped secret that is known to 

every common man. Besides poaching, this animal species is also lessening owing to loss of habitat as 

it is being destructed by the illegal immigrants. Moreover, the floodplains which are the natural 

habitat of the rhinos are repeatedly used for cultivation of crops. It is now time to create awareness 

among the masses through various promotional aids and scholastic approach to save the pride of the 

state of Assam from being extinct. It is the obligation on the part of the Government to prevent illegal 

immigration and preserve the natural habitat for the rhinoceros that is a treasure of the state. It is the 

responsibility of every one of us to help and save the Great one-horned rhino, which postures as 

symbol of the state, seems to be on the brink of losing its identity and existence. The adoption of the 

images of this majestic animal though found few credits in various communication purposes, a 

national wide campaign can also be initiated to uphold the identity and existence of the rhino which 

on the other hand is well acknowledged in the case of animals like tiger, lion, elephant, leopard etc. 

where a nationwide response is well evident in various advertising and social awareness campaigns to 

conserve and protect the animal from extinction. 
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Abstract 

Social media over the years have become integrated with election campaigns. There is a 

shift of focus on the individual politician and also on personalization of politics in the 

discourses over the social media platform.  Twitter, as a tool of social media has created 

changes in the manner in which politicians reach out to the people. From general 

awareness to understanding people’s mindset and dissemination of political agenda 

through tweets, politicians have made prolific use of the social media tool. Before the 

2014 general elections in India, Narendra Modi’s Twitter account- @narendramodi had 

millions following him and since the opening of his account in 2009, there are 26 million 

twitter users following him as on January 2017. This paper looks to get an insight into 

how the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi used Twitter to interact with people. 

Through content analysis, this paper tries to understand the strategies and features of the 

tweets made by Narendra Modi for a period of a month before he became the Prime 

Minister of India and a month after he was sworn in as the Prime Minister of India. The 

paper concludes that Twitter was used for continuous dialogue involving individual 

initiatives to discern visible patterns of personal and political communication prior to 

and after becoming the Prime Minister of India.   

Key words: Social Media, Personalised politics, Twitter, Narendra Modi 

 

Introduction  

The evolution of social media in recent years has changed the way that people share information 

about themselves around the world. According to Esomar, Social Media is defined as “internet based 

platforms and technologies that permit users‟ interaction and/or facilitate the creation and exchange of 

user generated content.” 

Emerging as a vital communication tool, social media has created new ways of mobilizing public 

opinion and encouraging participation in political and civic activities – ranging from joining online 

mailto:arindamsilchar@gmail.com
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petition and social groups, posting short messages on Twitter, expressing supports through blogs and 

uploading videos on YouTube.  

In recent times, social media has become an enabler for participation and democracy among 

citizens since it is believed that the social media sphere has the potential to enhance the political 

participation. The politicians promote their controlled speech and present their point of view without 

being interrupted by the journalists or by the media format limitation.  

Social Media has given privilege to the politicians to post a presumptive political agenda. By using the 

social media tool, politicians and the political parties interact apparently with more efficiency with their 

supporters, beyond the institutional and bureaucratic rigours. 

In an era of personalised political discourse, there has been a steep rise in the political participation 

focused at traditional parties or candidates and their direct exchange of thoughts and ideas with the 

people.  

Participation is often channeled through dense social networks over which people can share their 

own stories and concern via the pervasive use of technologies.  

There has been an illustrious history of personalized politics in the form of populist uprisings or 

emotional bonds with charismatic leaders and as W Lance Bennet has mentioned in his work 

“Personalization of Politics: Political Identity, Social Media, and Changing Patterns of Participation” that 

an interesting difference in today‟s participation landscape is that widespread social fragmentation has 

produced individuation as the modal social condition in postindustrial democracies. 

 In the multi-party political system, such as in India, the political parties play the key role in shaping the 

policies and the communication strategies for election campaigns. Candidates use media to communicate 

and influence the manner in which people vote through a constant interaction using various platforms.  

There has been a spurt in the use of social media by politicians who have grasped the medium and are 

now increasingly utilizing it. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi entered the 2014 general Elections 

with a first-mover advantage and over three million Twitter followers. 

Modi made extensive use of Twitter mediated communication in a bid to convert the likes and 

posts into votes and cruised to connect and engage with people who also reacted to his messages in almost 

equal frequencies via the retweets before the 2014 Lok Sabha elections and even now as well.  

Political Communication and personalised politics  

While there is a simmering debate over the evolution of personalisation of politics as a typical 

feature of contemporary democracy, the phenomenon is itself anything but new.  There is a 

transformation of the individualization of the social life. The permeating shift in the social structure 

resulting from the economic and technological advancements over the years has led to a situation where 
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the citizens who cannot etch their loyalty towards the political parties and organisations. This resulted in a 

change of the focal point of attention by the citizens towards the individual political leader or the 

candidate instead of the party.  

Habermas and Sennett have argued that the process of personalisation of politics is a lamentable 

phenomenon. On the other hand, candidates use political communication using Twitter as an integrated 

means to disseminate their agenda.  

Drifting away from the traditional campaigning practices like door-to-door campaigns, street 

cornering and assembly meetings, the personal attacks by candidates during political campaigns are now 

on the social media platform, and Twitter in particular.   

Personal traits   affect how candidates apply social media in their campaigns. The competitive 

position of candidates becomes crucially important.  A candidate‟s social media profiling indicates a more 

personalized campaign strategy within the framework of the party-centred system. 

Narendra Modi’s Twitter communication  

The fact that social media connects people and gets them talking and sharing is one thing, but it 

becomes more meaningful when it allows campaigners to know the voters, target a specific audience, 

splice demographics, mobilise support, and urge people to participate. When some of these people 

actively engage in political debates, they become a great tool in spreading the word and influencing 

opinion.   

As the Prime Ministerial candidate, Narendra Modi kept testing new instruments to influence 

voters. During the festival of Holi in 2014, Mr. Modi sent personalised direct messages to thousands of 

people with a signed photograph for each of them. Unlike a regular Direct Message, this was connected to 

a link that enabled the receivers to tweet or share the autographed image. It was something never done 

before, forcing someone to say: “won‟t vote for Modi but impressed with his digital campaign.” Not just 

this, Mr. Modi has also forced his team to up his presence on WhatsApp and SMS in addition to the buzz 

over social media.  

Also, the „chai pe charcha’ campaign is a social media seed, which fostered Mr. Modi‟s mantra: 

connect online and engage offline. The large chunk of Modi supporters, in addition to the many right-

wingers online, has built Mr. Modi a significant amount of voluntary troll-ammunition. Anything against 

Mr. Modi is unlikely to escape vast criticism. 

 In the period from March 2014 to February 2015, a total of 1366 tweets were made from the 

official @narendramodi twitter handle. This time period is the subject of investigation for the present 

study. The researcher has purposively selected a sample size of 180 tweets (90 tweets each from the 



Social Media and personalization of politics: An analysis of Narendra Modi’s ------             ISSN: 2319-8192 

24 

 

months of March 2014 and January 2015) before he became the Prime Minister and after he became the 

Prime Minister.  

The researcher subjected the sampled tweets in to ten different categories viz: Declarative(tweets 

which indicated his commitments), Imperative(tweets which reflected his political promises),Informative 

( tweets   about his activities  and plans), Encouragement and engagement (tweets regarding his 

participatory approaches), Idle Chatter( tweets he posted casually) Political charges( tweets which he 

made attacking other political parties) Political defenses( tweets made by him defending the political 

stance), Sarcasm( tweets he made to ridicule oppositions and situations) and Others( tweets on 

miscellaneous issues).   

  Table 1: Month wise tweets from March 2014 to February 2015 made from @narendramodi 

Months Tweets 

March 144 

April 236 

May 166 

June 44 

July 39 

August 70 

September 109 

October 125 

November 116 

December 101 

January 117 

February 99 

Total 1366 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Line diagram of the tweets made by @narendramodi from March 2014 to February 

2015. 
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In this line diagram, we can see that the tweets made by Narendra Modi took a sudden escalation 

in the month of April 2014 which was the month of elections to the Lok Sabha and then gradually, the 

graph showed a tendency of dropping down from the month of May when he was sworn-in as the 16
th
 

Prime Minister of India on 26
th
 May 2014. This could be understood because after assuming the office, 

the Prime Minister had to take care of umpteen responsible tasks. The table shows that the graph took 

another shift during September and October when there was a fresh frequency of tweets made. Again, 

there was a moderate surge in the tweets by the Prime Minister during September and October and 

eventually we can see that the line became like a plateau towards January 2015 and February 2015.  

 

Figure 2: Bar diagram of tweets made by @ narendramodi for the months of March 2014 and January 

2015. 

This figure shows that there has been a visible decline in the frequency of tweets sent from 

@narendramodi from the period he became the Prime Minister and a period close to completing one year.  
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Figure 3: Pie chart of the category wise tweets made by @narendramodi on March 2014. 

This was the period in March 2014, when the frequency of tweets made Narendra Modi, as Prime 

Ministerial candidate. From the pie diagram we can see that the tendency to tweet on the parameters of 

political charges and also on encouragements went a few notches higher during the period. Out of the 90 

tweets, 27 percent tweets were political charges.  

 

Figure 4: Pie chart of the category wise tweets made by @narendramodi on March 2015 

In a stark contrast, Narendra Modi‟s twitter behavior since he became the Prime Minister has undergone a 

significant change which is reflected from the share of his tweets made to encourage people and also to 

send wishes and pay tributes. Out of the 90 tweets from January 2015, 50 percent tweets occupied the 

encouragement and engagement of the Prime Minister on various issues and occasions.  

Analysis of the tweets  

There appears to be a stark difference in the tone tenor and language of the political discourse 

communicated by Narendra Modi before he became the Prime Minister and after he became the Prime 

Minister. Through this small scale analysis, it has found that Narendra Modi was at his combative best 

and aggressively projected himself as a panacea to the systemic failures of the of the institution for which 

he blatantly blamed the Congress party.  

Some of his tweets were found to be laced with sarcasm and humor as he attacked the Congress 

vice president Rahul Gandhi in this tweet “Shahzada says he wont compromise on corruption & there will 

be investigation on Adarsh...is giving the Nanded Ticket 'investigation?” calling him Shahzada,(a Mughal 

Prince).The  acerbic tweets made by Narendra Modi targeted  issues like black money, corruption and 

misrule. The tweets dished out a pro-people people development oriented approach.  On March 30, 2014, 
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Narendra Modi tweeted “Why is Cong hesitant to bring back black money? Because they know who it 

belongs to… NDA will bring back every Paisa that is stashed abroad,” declaring the intentions of the 

party loud and clear. He promised his followers on Twitter of a stable and development oriented 

government by his tweet “Assured the people that NDA will give a development oriented Govt. If a 

Rupee leaves Delhi, every single Paisa will reach the people,” made on March 28, 2014. Again on March 

26, Narendra Modi reasserted through this tweet “Give us 60 months to serve you. We don't want to enjoy 

power but want to be Chowkidars who will guard people's money,” in selecting him as the next Prime 

Minister, people would actually select an observant custodian who would guard people‟s money.   

The tweets made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi reflected his efforts to reach out to the people 

with wishes and tributes. He also pitched in with high levels of engagement with his followers by 

encouraging them via tweet like “On national Girl child Day, I salute the unparalleled accomplishments 

of the girl child. Their role in nation building is paramount,” made on 23
rd

 January, 2015. He had also 

inspired various organisations with tweets like “My best wishes to the BAPS Swami Narayan Sanstha for 

their commendable initiative towards Swatch Bharat,” which he posted on 24
th
 January 2015 which shows 

the diversity of content of his pattern of address on the social media stage.  

Conclusion 

This paper was an attempt to study how Twitter as a social media tool is used by the politicians to 

reach out to the voters of their constituency. Political leaders like Narendra Modi was engrossed in 

political communication with the voters cum twitter users with a kind of communication which was more 

of a personalised politics within the ambit of political communication. The study reveals that Twitter has 

became an inseparable part of the discourse of political communication, and also is a useful option of 

social media for exchange of personalised view points in a participatory platform. However, with more 

and more politician making use of the tweets to speak their minds on various issues, this area calls for 

more in-depth studies on the problem area in the context of Indian political scenario.  
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Abstract 

Slums are commonly defined as those portions of cities in which housing is crowded, 

neglected, deteriorated. The living conditions in slums are very diplorable and slum 

dwellers live without some basic amenities. Lack of basic amenities not only affects the life 

of the slum dwellers but it creates the problem for environment also. In this paper, 

environmental problems of Kalibari Char, a slum area of Silchar town in southern Assam 

will be introduced and analyzed. The paper is based on both primary and secondary 

sources of information. The primary information is collected on the basis of observation 

and interview method. The secondary information is obtained from the published books, 

journals, and different documents of different organizations for a scientific understanding 

of the issue of environmental challenges of slum settlers.   

         Key Words: Environmental pollution, slum, slum dweller, Kalibari char. 

 

Introduction 

Growth of slum and the unrestrained increase of slum dwellers in the world, particularly in the 

third world countries is a matter of grave concern as slum dwellers are both medium and suffers of 

environmental problems. Slum dwellers living in slum condition is now estimated to be 863 million in the 

world. By 2030 the world slum population could rise to 2 billion if no action is taken. Slum dwellers 

reside in slums with unsafe, unsecure, and unsanitary living condition. So, urban environment in the 

world is increasingly under pressure. Over 90 percent of slum populations today are in developing world. 

China and India together produce 37 percent of world‟s slums. During the twentieth century most of the 

Indian cities have experienced rapid growth in association with transport, communication and 

industrialization. As a result of this, not only are the cities changing markedly both in area and population 

but their problems are also becoming more and more complex and varied. In India, 17.4 percent of urban 
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population lives in slum. In North East India although the trend of urbanization is very slow compared to 

other parts of India but various slum areas are growing and slum population  is  increasing at tremendous 

rate in urban areas. Assam, one of the slowly urbanized states of the country is also responding to this 

new trend of urbanization and its consequences. As a central state of North East India, 31 out of 88 urban 

centers in Assam have slum and 4.49 percent of urban population resides in slums. These slums stand as a 

vital problem for urban environment in particular and state in general. 

Objective of the Paper 

The main objectives of this paper are to introduce and analyze the environmental problems of 

Kalibari Char, a slum area of Silchar urban center in Southern part of Assam. 

Methodology 

The paper is based on both primary and secondary sources of information. The primary 

information is collected from thirty households which are selected from the slum applying random 

sampling method and a structured interview schedule was used to collect information from the selected 

households. Observation and personal interview methods were also used to collect primary information. 

The secondary information has been obtained from the published books, journals, and documents of 

different organizations for a scientific understanding of the issue on environmental challenges of slum 

settlers. 

Silchar: Ecology and Social Ecology 

Silchar, the head quarter of Cachar district of Assam is situated in the southern part of the state. 

Silchar is the second largest urban center in Assam after Guwahati in terms of population and municipal 

area. Geographically it is located between 92‟46‟16.9 E 92‟49‟33.4 E longitudes and 24‟47.47 N to 

24‟56‟52.5 N latitude. The main portion of Silchar lies on the left (southern) bank of Barak River. The 

climate of the city is tropical by nature and summer is hot, humid and mixed with heavy rainfall and 

thunderstorms. Winter generally starts towards the end of November and lasts till February. When we 

look carefully at the history of Silchar, we have found that like other cities in India Silchar has also grown 

as an urban center from a small village. Silchar was a small village up to 1830 (Singh, 1998) and it was 

included under the Kachari kingdom. Modern urbanization process started in Silchar from 1832 when 

British occupied the Cachar from Kachari kingdom and established Silchar as an administrative center. 

Thereafter Silchar has been expanding both in terms of area and population. According to Census report 

by Government of India, during the beginning of twentieth century  i.e., 1901 total urban of population in 

Silchar was 9256, 8785 in 1911, 10,204 in 1921, 34059 in 1951, 41,062 in 1961, 52596 in 1971, 115483 

in 1991 and finally 1, 72,710 in 2011. The growth of population in Silchar also has caused the growth of 

this urban center in its size. In 1961 total land area covered by Silchar was 9.06sq.km. It increased to 
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10sq.km in 1971 and now it covers 15, 75 sq.km land area with 28 numbers of wards. Although, Silchar 

has a long history but growth of this urban center and increase in urban population is a post independence 

phenomenon. During the period between 1971 - 91, the growth rate of urban population of Silchar was 

higher than other cities of Assam as well as India as a whole. These are because of various socio-

economic, political disturbances in our neighboring states like Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and 

Bodoland area of Assam. Many people left those places have settled in Silchar. On the other hand during 

the period of Bangladesh war and after Bangladesh war in 1971 many people came to Silchar from East 

Pakistan, some of them did not leave the place and settled here and there.   Educationally Silchar is 

advanced according to 2011 census which shows an average literacy rate of 91.75 percent. Silchar is well 

connected with other parts of Assam as well as India through the transportations such as air, road and 

rails. Silchar is a gateway of Mizoram, Manipur and Tripura. This urban center is well known for its 

educational, industrial and commercial establishments in Assam as well as in India.  Silchar have one 

National Institute of Technology, one central university, one Medical college, one polytechnic institute, 

one Industrial training institute, one teacher‟s training college. Besides it has a good number of colleges 

both government and private which attract people of peripheral urban centers and villages. Silchar has a 

better medical facility. It has two hospitals, both run by state government and a number of nursing homes 

which made Silchar a destination for medical tourists. A good number of people from its vicinity 

including Tripura, Mizoram and Manipur regularly travel to Silchar for medical purposes. Thus, a number 

of factors regularly leading to overpopulation and exerting great pressure on civic amenities. 

Slums in Silchar 

Urbanization and slums are closely related to each other. The rapid growth of urbanization has 

bypassed some people from mainstream of the urban center and leads to the emergence and growth of 

slum in present day world. Like other cities in India rapid growth of urban population is leading extension 

of slums in Silchar. According to 2011 census total slum population in Silchar is 22,749 and 13.17 

percent of the total urban population in Silchar live in slum. The existence of slum came in to the notice 

for the first time when Silchar municipality conducted survey in 1985. At that municipality identified four 

slum pockets within Silchar. These are Madhuramukh (ward no1), Itkhola Ghaniala River Barak (ward 

no2 and 3,) Kalibari char (ward no 7) and Tarapur Railway Gate (ward no 28). At present there are 14 

slum pockets existing in Silchar. These are Madhura Ghat, Radha Raman Colony, Adhamath Colony, 

Mokam Road or Manipuri Basti, Itakhola Ghat, Idgah Ghat or Swamiji Road, Kalibari Char, Mahut Para 

Lane 1& 2, Sib Colony, Joydurga Colony Biswanath Colony, Sweeper Colony, Fishermans Colony and 

Gossaipara. Out of 14 slums, Kalibari char is one of the oldest and biggest slums in Silchar. 
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Figure 1: Map on distribution of slums in Silchar 

Source: Town and Country Planning. 

Kalibari Char: A Brief Description 

Out of fourteen slum pockets in Silchar, Kalibari char is the most densely populated slum of 

Silchar, which is situated at the north eastern side of the city alongside the bank of Barak River. The 

entire slum comes under ward no 7 of Silchar Municipal Board. There are 2380 households with 11,900 

slum dwellers living in this slum. Before 1970 there was no slum in this place, only eight to ten families 

inhabited in this area. After 1970, people from rural areas migrated to Silchar in search of work and 

started to reside in this place and then this area gradually has grown into a slum. The dwellers of this slum 

belong to lower and poor section of the society. According to our sample the large section of the dwellers 

i.e., 99 percent of the dwellers belong to SC (Scheduled Caste) and a small section i.e., 1 percent belong 

to general category. As far as type of family is concerned 75 percent of the families of the respondents 
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belong to nuclear family and 25 percent belong to joint family. This area is mainly dominated by Hindu. 

From the language point of view almost all the respondents speak Bengali language. Economically 

speaking, the people of this slum are very poor. People are low paid unskilled workers and a small section 

of people have government job and business.  An inquiry into the occupational categories of these slum 

dwellers shows that there are six occupational categories of the slum dwellers of which 33.33 percent of 

dwellers are construction labourers, 20 percent fish sellers, 16.66 percent rickshaw pullers, 16.66 percent  

do small business, 6.66 percent are domestic labourer and 6.66 percent have government service.  

Educationally slum dwellers of Kalibari char are backward. It has been observed that out of total 

respondents, 50 percent  are illiterate, 20 percent have education up to class ix, 16.66 percent have 

education up to higher secondary, 10 percent have education up to BA level and only 3 percent have 

education up to MA. There were two educational institutions in this slum, but now Sanjay Gandhi L.P 

School is the only educational institution in this place. One high school is completely closed due to lack 

of students and insufficient teachers. 

 Kalibari char indicates a dreadful life. Large number of households residing in a poor housing 

pattern made of bamboo, cane and plastic cover etc with a single room for the whole family that makes 

the slum very congested and unhealthy. 

Environmental Challenges 

Rapid and uncontrolled growth of slum dwellers in urban area in present day world generates a 

serious negative environmental effect. All the slum dwellers live in slum in a very precarious condition 

with the lack of proper sanitation, proper housing and shelter etc. As a result, it creates major 

environmental challenges for all the urban area in the world. Environmental condition of slum in 

developing world is horrible because more than 200 million slum dwellers in developing world gained 

access to either improved sanitation facilities or durable or less crowded housing. As a result it creates 

problems for environment. The physical environment of the slums depends on the outcome of facilities of 

habitation, available water, toilets, drainage, and lighting. Unfortunately, high levels of pollution, lack of 

basic needs, and room-crowding are some of the basic characteristics of slum housing. The UN-Habitat 

report shows that slum life often entails some of the most intolerable housing conditions, which 

frequently include sharing toilets with hundreds of people, living in overcrowded and insecure 

neighborhoods. Amoako and Cobbinah (2011) explained that environmental condition of the slum 

dwellers in Kumasi city in Ghana is very poor and city is not suitable for human settlement. So they 

emphasized on sustainable urban planning. The environment in Indian slums is abominable and 

malodorous. The main reason to why the slums are extremely littered is mostly because it is overly-

populated. Every year, hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children die of diseases and unhealthy 
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conditions in Indian slums. Pore and Randive (2014) find high environmental risk in Sholapur city. They 

said that lack of infrastructure, toilet, and drain system etc degrades the environment in Sholapur city. 

Kalibari Char slum area of Silchar city is facing many of common environmental problems which are yet 

to receive proper attention from the politician and administrators of this urban center. Major 

environmental problems arise due the rapid increase of population as well as lack of basic amenities. Air 

and water pollution, lack of personal hygiene etc are most considerable environmental problems in the 

area.  Thus there is a need to assess existing environmental status of the stated slum which would help to 

identify the key issues of concern in the area. It would help in future actions also. Some of the causes for 

environmental problems in Kalibari Char slum are discussed below.     

Lack of Proper Sanitation System 

Proper sanitation system is one of the prime requirements for a better livelihood. Sanitation refers 

to disposal and management of solid wastes, waste water, human and cattle excreta etc. in such a way that 

it does not adversely affect domestic personal hygiene. Good sanitation system is important for human 

health which contributes to clean and improved environment. The 2011 census of India reveals that 34 

percent of slum households in India do not have toilet facility, 44 percent house used public latrine and 56 

percent household used open space for defecation. In Kalibari char slum toilet facility is very poor. There 

are two public toilet facilities available in this area. In the survey it is found that 100 percent households 

have toilet facility but that are situated in the river side of Barak and about 10 to 20 meters away from 

house. All the toilets are Katcha type in nature totally uncomfortable for defecation. During the rainy 

season it creates an unhygienic atmosphere in Kalibari area.  Poor sanitation system not only pollutes the 

air but also pollutes the water body of the river Barak which together make the environment disease 

prone. As a result various kinds of water born diseases such as typhoid, diarrhea etc occurs in this area. 

 Again a study of drainage facility in slum also shows a dismal picture. As per the census 2011, 48.9 

percent households in Indian slums have no drainage facilities and 33 percent households have only open 

drainage system.  It becomes very difficult for outsiders to visit slum. As neither the government nor the 

inmates of slums have any concern for the overall drainage system in this area. In Kalibari char, it is seen 

that out of the total households studied, 93.33 percent of households have no drainage facility; only 6.67 

percent households have open pucca type drainage system in house. For public use open pucca type 

drainage facility is available in this slum but condition of the drain is not very good. The slum children 

are seen to defecate open on the way to their home. As a result both household- waste and human 

generated wastes are released directly and indirectly in to surrounding open place and the water body of 

the Barak too. Public drainage system set up by municipality is also directly linked to Barak.  This 

pollutes the water body of Barak too.   
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Table1: Toilet Facility  

Total No. of Household Toilet facility 

 Yes No 

30 30 Nil 

 100 0 

Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

Table2: Type of Toilet  

Total No. of Household Types of toilet Frequency Percentage 

 

30 

Pucca type Nil 0 

Katcha type 30 100 

Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

Table 3: Drain Facility 

Total No. of Household Drain facility (%) 

 

30 

Yes No 

2 28 

6.67 93.33 

Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

Sub-Standard Housing Condition 

Decent housing is a basic human need and it is a very important factor for social and 

psychological development of children and for a healthy living for everyone. But the practical situation of 

slum indicates a dreadful life. Kundu (2003) explained that understanding slum can be complex and 

confusing, because isolated and disperse slum might be sharing land with the most developed built urban 

city, characterized by substandard housing structures. Kimani-Murage and Ngindu (2007) in their study in 

Kolkata slums express that in the slums a number of people occupy single apartment; above five persons 

share one- room, which is equally used for cooking, sleeping and living. According to 2011 census 44.8 

percent households in Indian slums share single room for whole family. In Kalibari char slum the study 

shows that out of total household studied 40 percent of households reside in a poor housing pattern 

constructed by bamboo, cane and plastic cover etc. ( see table 4-5) On the other hand 43.33 percent hold a 

single room for the whole family and equally use for cooking, sleeping and living. That makes the slum 

very congested and unhealthy.                                                                       

Table 4: Type of House  

Total No. of 

Household 

                                 Type of house (%) 

      

       30 

 

 

Pucca  house Semi Pucca 

house 

Serviceable            

Katcha 

   Unserviceable Katcha 

     2       4       11               12 

    6.67   16.67    36.67              40 
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Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

Table 5: Rooms occupied by Household 

Total No. 

of Household 

                                 Rooms occupied by Household (%) 

 

         30 

Room 1 Room 2 Room3 Room4 Room5 

14 12 Nil 4 Nil 

43.33 40 0 16.67 0 

Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

Use of Biomass Fuel  

Use of biomass fuel is one of the major causes for environmental pollution.  According to World 

Habitat Report (2003), over half of the world population uses the biomass fuel as the only source of 

domestic energy for cooking and heating. The biomass fuels include a wide range of materials such as 

rice straw, coconut husk, cotton stalks etc.  The biomass combustion produces high quantity of 

particulates, hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide. The acute effects of biomass smoke inhalation are 

largely due to asphyxiation and carbon monoxide. It may be life threatening causing rapid death. Sanbata, 

H., A. Asfaw, and A. Kumie (2014) revealed that indoor air pollution is a major environmental and health 

hazard from home using biomass fuel in Addis Ababa. They mentioned that 95 percent of the population 

of Ethiopia use traditional biomass fuels, such as wood, dung, charcoal, or crop residues, to meet 

household energy needs. As a result of the harmful smoke emitted from the combustion of biomass fuels, 

indoor air pollution is responsible for more than 50,000 deaths annually and causes nearly 5 percent of the 

burden of disease in Ethiopia. They stress on use of clean fuels and efficient cooking stoves. In India 

National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO), 61st round survey in 2004-05 found that more than 33 

percent of India‟s urban population is still using biomass-based cooking fuels. According to 2011 census 

51 percent households of India slum used LPG as a main source of fuel for cooking  followed by 33 

percent  slum household used fire wood as a source of fuel for cooking and 14 percent slum household 

used kerosene as a main source of fuel for cooking. A survey on household energy use pattern in 

Hyderabad city in 2010 conducted by the project team (comprising TERI and Humboldt University) has 

revealed that the use of biomass-based cooking fuel is predominant among the urban poor living in slums. 

In Kalibari char, highest number i.e., 73.33 percent of household‟s burn biomass fuel for domestic 

cooking and other purposes. Whereas 16.67 percent of households use kerosene and a few 10 percent 

household use LPG for cooking who still prefer biomass fuel for other purposes. Main reason for 

excessive use of biomass fuel for cooking and other purpose is their low economic condition. People 

collect fire wood from the bank of Barak where firewood comes from nearby hills through waterway. 

Burning of this huge amount of biomass creates several environmental problems for Silchar in general 
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and Kalibari char slum in particular. Major problems arising from excessive use of biomass fuel includes 

deterioration of outdoor air quality, indoor air pollution and deterioration of health. 

Table 6: Use of Fuel 

Total No. of Household Fuel Use Frequency Percentage 

 

30 

LPG 3 10 

Kerosene 5 16.67 

Fire wood 22 73.33 

Source: Field Survey Conducted April 2016. 

 

Conclusion 

Finally it can be concluded that Kalibari Char slum in Silchar has high environmental risk. Slum 

dwellers live without proper housing facility, sanitation system, drainage system etc. which not only 

create problem for the life of the slum dwellers and their slum environment but it creates problem for the 

urban center of Silchar too. Therefore there is an urgent need to implement special slum improvement 

programs in Kalibari char. Both governmental and nongovernmental organizations should adopt effective 

measures for improvement of the life of the slum dwellers and increase the level of awareness of the slum 

dwellers towards the environmental problems for maintenance of the slum environment.  
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Abstract  

Agriculture has been and will continue to be the lifeline of the economy of Barak Valley. 

The Barak Valley of Assam constitutes 8.9% of the geographical area of the states but it 

contains 11.22% of the population as per 2011 census. The economy of the region is 

predominantly agricultural with 70%of the work force being engaged in agriculture and 

other primay activities as per 2011 census. Though the region is not devoid of 

manufacturing units, its relative geographical isolation handicaps it for a programme of 

large scale industrialization. The prospect of economic development of the region 

therefore depends critically on the growth of agriculture and alied activities. Agriculture 

in Barak Valley as  it stands today, is predominated by small farmers growing mainly 

rice and vegetables  the market supply of which is far below in respect to their demand. 

In view of the mounting demands for food, linking of enhance food production with 

nutritional security, conservation of natural resources, enhancing farmers income, 

employment generation etc, diversification of agriculture is necessary in the backward 

agriculture in Barak Valley of Assam. Diversification interms of fruits, vegetables, 

livestock, poultry fisheries and agro-forestry may contribute to holistic development in 

the region. However, the existing land tenure system where share cropping is found 

practice largely informally and insufficiency of tenant farming may have an obstacle to 

the diversification of agriculture in the Barak Valley of Assam. Besides, lack of 

agricultural infrastructure, such as, improved cold storage facilities, short period storage 

during transit of commodities on farm processing and cool chain facilities are critical for 

insulating the farmer against risks and for the success of diversification. Proper 

identification of all these factor goes a long way in sustaining agricultural development 

in the region. 

Keywords; Sharecropping, Agricultural infrastructure, Small farmer, Tenant farm, 

Cropping pattern. 
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Introduction 

Diversification of agriculture has been acknowledge to make more profit, generate additional 

employment for rural masses and to conserve natural resources. Diversification to traditional/non-

traditional crops has been found to be the best option as these crops not only meet the above requirements 

but areas also adapted to a wide range of climate and are more remunerative for replacing subsistence 

farming and thus alleviate poverty in rainfied, dry land, hilly and arid ecosystem. These crops also have 

potential for improving wasteland and need comparatively less water than conventional crops. However, 

this practices mainly depend on the availability of agricultural infrastructure such as new technologies in 

agriculture, irrigation infrastructure, practice of HYV seed, cold storage facilities etc. As tenancy 

dominated land ownership pattern in the region and this may retards the diversification of agriculture in 

the economy of Barak Valley region of Assam. 

Study Area 

Agriculture has been and will continue to be the lifeline of the economy of Barak Valley. The 

Barak Valley of Assam constitutes 8.9% of the geographical area of the states but it contains 11.22% of 

the population as per 2011 census. The economy of the region is predominantly agricultural with 70%of 

the work force being engaged in agriculture and other primay activities as per 2011 census. Though the 

region is not devoid of manufacturing units, its relative geographical isolation handicaps it for a 

programme of large scale industrialization. The prospect of economic development of the region therefore 

depends critically on the growth of agriculture and alied activities. Agriculture in Barak Valley as  it 

stands today, is predominated by small farmers growing mainly rice and vegetables  the market supply of 

which is far below in respect to their demand. 

The agriculture is almost entirely weather depended, the irrigation over being limited to only 

2.43% of the Gross Cropped area. Not surprisingly therefore, the region today stands far behind the all 

India standards in terms of use of improved agricultural praclices and also in agricultural productivity 

(Roy and Bezbaruah, 2002). On the other hand, share cropping is in practiced largely informally in Barak 

Valley. The insecurity of tenant cultivators is acting as an obstacle for effective use of the available 

technology package in the region. The levels of inputs used for owners and tenants cultivators are not 

uniform and the resulted output also differs. The owner has an edge over tenant cultivators (kuri, 2003). 

The tenants have insufficient incentive to the optimum use of resources on the land he cultivates. Owing 

to these factors, the practices of modern agricultural technologies are not willing by farmer and therefore 

the economy of Barak Valley is facing chronic food shortage.  

Necessity of the study 
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In view of the mounting demands for food, linking of enhance food production with nutritional 

security, conservation of natural resources, enhancing farmers income, employment generation etc, 

diversification of agriculture is necessary in the backward agriculture in Barak Valley of Assam. In this 

direction, technological improvements may have an important role to play in several traditional and non 

traditional crops/regions/seasons. Hybrid breeding approach may extend to rise and increases yield and 

stability may achieve through enhance biotic and afiotic stress resistance/tolerance in plants and increase 

area under rabi season production. Diversification in terms of fruits, vegetables, livestock, poultry 

fisheries and agro-forestry may contribute to holistic development in the region. However, the existing 

land tenure system where share cropping is found practice largely informally and insufficiency of tenant 

farming may have an obstacle to the diversification of agriculture in the Barak Valley of Assam. Besides, 

lack of agricultural infrastructure, such as, improved cold storage facilities, short period storage during 

transit of commodities on farm processing and cool chain facilities are critical for insulating the farmer 

against risks and for the success of diversification. Proper identification of all these factors goes a long 

way in sustaining agricultural development in the region.  

Existing Emperical works on tenancy and diversification of agriculture in Assam 

With a few exceptions, neither any systematic theoretical exercise nor any empirical investigation 

has yet been carried out on the issue of land tenancy contract and diversification of agriculture in Assam 

in general and Barak Valley in particular. Many scholars only touch upon the issue of land tenancy 

contract while analyzing the agrarian reforms in the state. Some studies though not based on pure 

economic analysis have been conducted to highlight the tenancy situation and the problem of agriculture 

and diversification associated with it. In this respect the studies by Goswami (1985): Guha (1991); 

Chakraborty (1995) and Gautum (2005) have found to be outstanding. These studies explore the nature 

and pattern of lenancy and diversification problems in the state of Assam. In similar studies Nag (1991), 

Phukan (1993) have also reached the conclusion that tenancy reforms in Assam have not favourable 

impact upon the tenant farmers and thus retards the diversification of agriculture before the economy of 

Assam. Sengupta (1991), in his study impact of land reforms in Karimganj district of Assam has shown 

that tenants are still being exploited by the land owners and for which diversification of agriculture in this 

region is insignificant. Roy and Uddin (2010), in their study Factor Market Imperfections and 

Agricultural efficiency in Barak Valley has shown that the effects of intensive agricultural practices, 

increasing population pressure, climate changes, environmental pollution, loss of bio-diversity, soil 

erosion, salinisation and water depletion are all threatening the sustainability of agriculture in the region. 

Therefore, to protect and conserve the natural resources not only for the present but also for the posterity 

is out most important. This may possible by generating new technologies that conserve resources and 
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economise the resource use. If security of tenure is provided to the tenant it will motivate to tenant to 

adopt new technology. In the absence of the security the tenant will not be ready to take risk associated 

with the technology and for there is no possible to success of diversification (Rai, 2008). 

Methodology 

The study is based on primary data. The primary data is selected through a process of multi-stage 

sampling. To retain the representatives of the entire region it has been decided to select the sites of sample 

survey from all the agricultural sub-division in the region. There are six agricultural sub division in the 

three districts of Barak Valley, namely, Cachar, Hailakandi, and Karimganj, District.  From each of the 

six sub-division one Agricultural Development Officer (ADO) circle has been selected for field study. 

The Selection of ADO circle has been done in consultation with the officials of the Agricultural 

department. From each ADO circle four villages have been chosen at random. 281 households selected in 

this manner consists the sample size for the present study. The sample households have been classified in 

three farm size as small, medium and large farms. Suitable test statistics have been used to test the 

significance.    

Cultivated Area and Cropping Pattern 

The cropping is an important indicator of agricultural development. The decision will reflect 

inter-alia the resources under the control of the household, the quality of the land, extent of low land and 

upland, the amount of family labour allocated to agriculture and the willingness of the household to 

undertake risk, farming assets particularly bullock labour and irrigination infrastructure. Therefore the 

analysis of the cropping pattern is necessary for an identification of major crops that the grown in the 

region by its farmers. Data related to cultivated area in the six circles are presented in Table I 

Table 1: Area under Cultivation in the Six Circles in The Year 2011-12 

CIRCLES NET CULTIVATED AREA 

(in hectare) 

GROSS CROPPED 

AREA 

(in hectare) 

CROPPING 

INTENSITY 

(in percentage) 

Fakira Bazar 4250 5146 121.08 

R.K. Nagar 6350 8408 132.40 

Narshingpur 5808 6962.5 119.87 

Salchapra 4526 6174 136.41 

Banskandi 6638 6795 102.36 

Hailakandi 5513 6932.5 126.04 

Total 33085 40,418 122.16 

Source: ADO of the Six circles 

So far as cultivated area is concerned, Baskandi is the largest of the six circles followed by R.K. Nagar, 

Narshingpur, Hailakandi, Salchapra and Fakira Bazar, while cropping intensity is lowest of about 102.36 
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percent in the Banskandi circle  and highest of about 136.41 percent in the Salchapra circle. The higher 

cropping intensity in the Salchapra circle indicates greater prevalence of the practice of multiple cropping 

than other five circles. The R.K. Nagar circles also shows cropping intensity of about 132.40 percent, 

while the Fakira Bazar, Narshinpur and Hailakandi shows cropping intensity is 119.87 percent, and 

126.04 percent respectively.The cropping patterns in the six circles can be inferred for the data given in 

Table.II 

Table 2: Area under Different Crops and Their Percentage in the Total Cropped Area in the Six Circles 

during 2011-12 

CIRCLE FAKIRA 

BAZAR 

R.K. 

NAGAR 

NARSHIN-

GPUR 

SALCH-

APRA 

BANSK- 
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HAILA- 

KANDI 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Sali Rice 

(HYV) 

1750 34.69 3120 37.23 1947 28.56 1362 22.06 1255 18.74 1060 16.12 

Sali Rice 

(T) 

1325 26.25 1980 23.62 3199 46.92 2914 47.19 4475 66.84 3190 48.52 

Total Sali 

Rice 

3075 60.94 5100 60.86 5146 75.48 4276 69.25 5730 85.58 4250 64.64 

Ahu Rice 

(HYV) 

1012 20.06 1275 15.21 976 14.32 1115 18.06 420 6.27 655 9.96 

Ahu Rice 

(T) 

158 3.13 345 4.11 155 2.27 330 5.34 119 1.78 95 1.44 

Total Ahu 

Rice 

1170 23.19 1620 19.33 1131 16.59 1445 23.40 539 8.05 750 11.40 

Boro Rice 

(HYV) 

14 0.28 245 2.92 - - 75 1.21 - - 448 6.81 

Boro Rice 

(T) 

4 0.08 980 11.70 - - 35 0.57 - - 427 6.49 

Total Boro 

Rice 

18 0.36 1225 14.62 - - 110 1.78 - - 875 13.30 

Total Rice 42.63 84.49 7945 94.81 6277 92.07 5831 94.44 6269 93.63 5875 89.34 

Others 131 2.60 175 2.09 171 2.50 82.5 1.33 191 2.86 332.5 5.06 

Vegetables 

(Kharif + 

Rabi & 

others) 

652 12.92 260 3.10 370 5.43 261 4.23 235 3.51 368 5.60 

Total 5046 100.0 8380 100.0 6818 100.0 6174.5 100 6695 100.0 6575.5 100 

 
Source: ADO of the six Circle 
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Agriculture has been found to be the dominant economic activity among the sample farms in all the 

villages of the six ADO circle. Of all the ADO circles, Salchapra and Baskandi have be found better 

economic base with diversified occupations of the household members. The dominant practice of 

agriculture in the sample villages in characterized by the institution of tenancy. Although paddy, pulses, 

rape and mustard, vegetables (both karif & rabi) etc. are grown in the sample villages, the tenancy have 

been observed mainly in paddy cultivation. Ahu, Sali and Boro are the three important varities of paddy. It 

is grown almost through out the year in the three seasons. Ahus harvested in Autum Season, Sali in 

Winter and Boro in summer seasons. Most of the sample farm follows single cropping pattern. 

Though insignificant, the figures in the table - II show prevalence of double cropping in all the six circles 

under study. A wide variety of food and non-food crops are grown through out the all selected circles. 

Rice occupies a predominant place by comprising 84 percent to 94 percent of the total cropped area in 

each of these circles during 2011-12. Vegetables (both summer and winter), the second most important in 

order, comprised about 5 percent to 12 percent of the total cropped are. However, some variations in the 

cropping pattern in the circles become on a closer look at the figures. For instance, Banskandi and 

Narshingpur circles do not have any boro-cultivated areas. Of our four circles cultivating boro paddy, 

R.K. Nagar and Hailakandi circles seems to be very important comprising about 14 percentage of total 

cropped area. 

So far as HYV paddy is concerned, it is not widely adopted in Salchapra, Banskandi and 

Hailakandi circles. The HYV Sali paddy area for the respective circles are only 22.06 percent, 18.74 

percent, and 16.12 percent. A closer look of the HYV paddy area to total cropped area in all the six circles 

in Table -II clearly indicates that the low incidence of HYV. This is due to fact that agricultural practices 

depends mainly upon rainfall and there is neither irrigation facilities nor flood control arrangements. The 

degree of mechanization is almost insignificant. Further number of farmer using fertilizer to revive the 

fertility of soil is also negligible. Probably these are the main reasons for diverse cropping pattern in all 

the circles as shown from the table -IIAs such ahu paddy not have any important place in the cultivation 

of paddy in the circle. The farmers, therefore, depends greatly on pre-kharif crops mainly vegetables even 

with the help of traditional method of irrigation the area under vegetables. 

Since, the tenurial status of land is found in agricultural practices in the entire Barak Valley 

practices (Roy, Bezbaruah, 2002), the share cropper followed wholly a mono cropping pattern. The 

reason for practicing momo cropping attributed to the following: Firstly, land taken on lease by the 

tenants was mostly the low land suitable for rice cultivation only. Secondly lack of irrigation facilities 

would not allow them to go for second crop with ahu paddy easily, which is water exhaustive crop.  

Conclusion and suggestions 
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The Development of agriculture is directly related to the resource use efficiency. However 

resource use and productivity in agricultural production is largely influenced by a number of factors. 

Tenancy is identified as one of the factor influencing the resource use efficiency. The poor state of 

agricultural Infrastructure, especially of irrigation, extension services and institutional credit system, non 

suitability of available technology package to good part of cultivated are the major constraint in the 

diversification of agriculture in the region. The share croppers in valley, faces the problem in applying 

modern inputs, as they do not have any security and access to institutional credit facilities. Unless the 

credit facilities are extended to them or it is mandatory by enforcing legislation, the share croppers will 

remain handicapped in diversification of agriculture in the region. Moreover, in Barak Valley, as in the 

state of Assam as whole, low lying plots prone to frequent flooding and prolonged water logging is fairly 

common. If the flood control measures are effective the majority of the farmers particularly to poor 

farmer who desire to cultivate more land and desire for cultivation in varieties of crops but unable to do it 

because low-laying areas prone flooding cause enormous loss of crops. There may be greater adjustment 

in the owned land and the desired cultivable land through tenancy operation and this brings the 

distribution of operational holding. The availability of irrigation infrastructure lead to a significant 

positive impact on the rate of consumption of fertilizer in farms and also farmer’s decision regarding 

adoption of mechanized plough practice of HYVs. Thus technologies lead to a saving of irrigation water, 

fertilizer and seed may significantly improve soil health. Moreover, developing technologies for waste 

management and utilization assumes considerable significance. Similarly there is much scope to convert 

by- products into main products. Technologies and infrastructure, which promote primary processing 

value addition and product diversification in and around the villages need to be promoted.  
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Abstract 

This Paper takes Analytical account of Status of Health Practices and Work 

participation among the Barmans in Cachar district of Assam. Health and Work 

participation is important indicator of quality of Human life in Societies. Status of these 

varies not only between societies but also within societies – between groups and 

sections of population.  The Barmans are one of the plain schedule tribes of Assam. 

Ethnically they are affiliated to the Indo- Mongoloid group and also belong to the 

Tibeto-Burman of the great family. The tribal peoples generally living close to nature 

and they are influenced more by traditional socio-cultural and environmental 

dimensions in their economic and health practices. The Schedule Tribes population 

continue to be lower than the non tribal population in terms of all parameters of human 

development such as income, occupation, education, health and wealth etc. The 

Barmans in Cachar district of Assam is characterized by poor socio-economic 

condition as well as health status. Though, after independence, there have taken place 

some positive development in respect of education, health practices and work 

participation. In spite of general backwardness there is perceived a change also. Here 

the quarry is to know what status of the two aspect of life is found amidst the Barman 

people. This has been attempted with reference to Dhanipur village. 

Key words: occupation, income, disease, treatment, sanitation 

Introduction 

Health and Economic status is an important indicator of human development. Health status of a 

community or society depends upon environmental, biological, ecological, political and socio-cultural 

factors. World Health Organisation describes health as „a state of complete physical, mental, and social 

well beings and not merely the absence of diseases or infirmity. Health status of Indian tribal community 

is not satisfactory. For this, many factors are responsible like superstition, poverty, geographical location, 
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illiteracy etc. Basu (2000) is of the view that illiteracy, poverty, absence of safe drinking water, poor 

maternal and child health service and other factor effectively contributed to dismal health condition of the 

tribal population in India. Balgir (2004) is of the view that primitive tribal groups are highly disease prone 

as because they are most exploited, neglected, and highly vulnerable to diseases with high degree of 

malnutrition, morbidity and mortality. Similarly, the economic condition of tribal community of the 

country is not up to the mark. Majority of tribal community depends up on agriculture (settled and 

shifting) and wage labour for their survival. Barmans of Barak valley also largely depends upon 

agriculture and allied activities for maintaining their lively hood. 

The Barmans 

Barman is the Plain tribe of Assam. They belong to the great Bodo race which includes Dimasa, 

Bodo, Kacharis, Rabha, Lalung, Tripurah, Tiwa, Mech and Sonowal. The term „Dimasa‟ most reliably 

originated from „Di‟ „Ma‟ „Sa‟ which means Sons of the Great River. Sir Edward Gait (1905) said, “The 

Kacharis were perhaps described as the aborigines, or earliest known inhabitants of the Brahmaputra 

Valley.” Historical documents speak of their first capital at Dimapur on the banks of the Dhansiri River 

that after being chased by the Ahoms and being driven out from Dimapur they made their capital at 

Maibang and from there finally in Khaspur in the plains of Cachar district. The Dimasas inhabit in 

Cachar, Hailakandi district of Assam are known by the name of Barman. 

Methodology 

The present study is based on the data collected during February2012 to March 2013. Both 

primary and secondary data have been collected for the study. Primary data have been collected from the 

field and the respondents. And secondary data have been collected from journals, books, Panchayat office 

records etc.  

Universe and Unit of the study 

Dhanipur village is the universe and each and every household are the unit of the study. Dhanipur 

is situated in southern part of Assam. The village came under Narshingpur development Block, 

Sewrarthal Gaon Panchayat, Sonai revenue circle and Silchar sub division of Cachar district, Assam. The 

Dhanipur village has one hundred and fifteen household in all and inhabited by Hinduised Barman. It is 

nearly 55 kilometres from Silchar, the district headquarter. The total population of Dhanipur is 560 of 

which 291 male and 269 female (Household survey 11.03.2012).  

Major finding and Discussion 

Economic and health condition of the Barmans of Dhanipur is not satisfactory. The economy of 

the village totally depends upon agriculture, wage earning through manual labour. Bearing a few like 

shop keeping and negligible fraction of government service other are not solely dependable means of 
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livelihood, two or more occupations are combine into major-allied relationship where in a major 

occupation is carried out along with allied one. Similarly villagers are not at all conscious about their 

health. Their living standard and food habits do not exhibit this. For treatment they use both traditional 

and modern means. The villagers solely depend upon agriculture for their livelihood and also depends the 

age old traditional method for health care. Details of these are discuss bellow 

The Status of Work Participation 

  Economic structures of the Villages mainly consist of a few major and allied occupations. The 

major occupations such as cultivation, wage labour, private and government service, shop keeping and 

agriculture are allied by the occupational activities such a firewood and bamboo collection, basket 

making. As barring a few most of the occupations are not solely dependable means of livelihood, two a 

more occupations are combined into major allied relationship where in a major occupation is carried out 

along with allied one(s). In Dhanipur 51.30% respondents occupation is cultivation, 22.60% female 

respondent are housewife, 13.04% are dependent on forest resource along with wage labour, 05.22% are 

government servant, 03.48% respondents is pensioner and shop keeping, 00.86% respondent is wine 

selling(see table 1). Thus it is clear about that majority of the respondents are engaged in cultivation. The 

main source of livelihood of the people of Dhanipur is agriculture. To understand the occupational 

dynamics of the villagers various occupation are briefly analyzed here. 

Government Service  

Government service is the value of government benefit and services provided a person, 

partnership, corporation or other legal entity over a given period of time, including the proportional value 

of general governmental expenses and social welfare costs (Turley 1987). From Dhanipur village, there 

are six government servants, one is Postman in Post office, one is working in Indian Army as soldier and 

other three are school teacher. Among the school teacher one is working in kalahower tribal Lower 

Primary School, another one kalahower tribal M.E school and third one is working in 514 no 

Panchora Lower Primary School and one woman is working a worker of the villages Anganwadi 

centre. The postman, Army, Anganwadi worker and lower primary teachers are high school pass and M.E 

school teacher is higher secondary pass. Therefore, it is the educational achievement which caused the 

occupational mobility of these individuals in the village. 

 Shop keeping 

 A person who owns or manages a shop or small store is called shopkeeper. Two types of shop are found 

in the village one is Grocery shop and another is pharmacy. Both the shops are displayed openly near the 

shop owner‟s residence. 

Wine shop 
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 There is one Zu (wine) shop (ne dukan) hidden in residents of the shop owner. As the owner selling wine 

illegally shop is not displayed openly. He is also said that this business is not sufficient for maintaining 

livelihood. 

Wage Labourer  

Wage labourer is known as the mode of production in which the labourer sells their capacity to 

work as a commodity. 13.04% respondent occupation is wage labourer. Generally those who have no 

sufficient agricultural land they adopt wage labour as their earning source. Their work includes repairing 

the houses, ploughing, cutting the crops and watering the garden etc. For this they get 150/-per day and 

one time meal. They work in their own and nearby villages. 

Cultivation 

Agriculture is the main source of income for majority villagers. But none of the villagers are big 

land lords.  As 42.78% respondents have 9-10 bighas of land,34.78% respondent have 7-8 bighas of 

land,18.26% have 5-6 bighas,11.30% respondents have 3-4 bighas and 04.34% have 1-2 bighas 

respectively(see table 2) The villagers  practices both settle and shifting cultivation but most of the land 

comes under settle cultivation. In Dhanipur 57.39% respondents practising both settle and shifting 

cultivation. While 42.60% respondent practices settle cultivation (see table 3). Thus it indicates that all 

the household are engaged either settle cultivation or shifting cultivation. For shifting or jhum cultivation 

the villagers clean the nearby hill slop and followed the tradition slashes and burn method for crop 

cultivation. The main jhum crops produced by the villagers are fruits and vegetables. The jhum lands are 

not personally own by the villages and not included in personal property also.  

Monthly Income 

The occupational pattern owes that poverty is the predominate feature of the village. A small 

scale process of occupational diversification has taken place in view of educational dissemination in 

Dhanipur. But these occupations also indicate the villager‟s living standard is not high. Their monthly 

income is ranges between Rs 1000 to Rs 25000. About 65.21% respondents family income is 1000 - 5000 

per month, 22.60% have 5000 -10,000 per month, 6.08% have 10,000-15,000 per month, 3.47% have 

15,000-20,000 per month and only 2.60% have 20,000-25,000 as their monthly family income (see table 

4). So, majority of the respondents have their family income is 1000-5000 rupees per month which shows 

poor economic condition of the villages. 

Health Condition 

Health is man‟s natural condition. It is a prerequisite for human development and is an essential 

component for the well being of the mankind. It is the result of living in accordance with natural laws 

pertaining the body, mind and environment. Therefore, understanding the health status of  Barmans their 
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living condition, food habit, hygiene habit, diseases and pattern of treatment etc should be examine. Some 

of these factors are discuss bellow 

House pattern 

Most of the villagers live in huts made of bamboo and tin with earthen floor. The house consists 

of one or two room with insufficient windows and door. Around that72.17% respondent live in hut. While 

21.74% are Cement Concrete with half brick wall and tin sheet, 6.09% are Assam type with full brick 

wall (see table 5) 

Sources of Water 

The villagers uses water for drinking, bathing, washing and cooking etc from pond, river well and 

PHE taps. They do not purify the water used from any of these sources. As a result they regularly suffer 

from the diseases like diarrhoea and hepatitis etc. 

Sanitation 

Inadequate sanitation is a major cause of disease world-wide and improving sanitation is known 

to have a significant beneficial impact on health both in households and across communities (Mohammad 

Akram, 2014, p. 163). One of the major health issues in a third world country like India is sanitation. Still 

a large portion of Indian population in rural areas defecates open. In Dhanipur also a large number of 

people have no access to toilets. 53.4% villager defecate open space, 41.74% have kachcha toilet and 

5.22% have sanitary latrine. Thus defecating in open space and the kachcha toilet contributed more or 

less, to the unhygienic condition in the village (see table 6).  

Garbage Disposition  

Improper garbage disposition is another cause for ill health. In Dhanipur, villagers normally 

throw their trash away, posing serious environmental and health issue. In the village there is no common 

village pit for garbage disposition. Near 85% people throw their daily wastes outside their boundary 

fencing or common land and 14.78% of respondents throw their daily wastes in personal composed pit 

(see table 7)So, usually bio-degradable wastes like- raw vegetables, food wastes get decomposed over 

time polluting the land and water resources.  

Personal Hygiene 

Hygiene habit also plays an important indicator of health status. 92.17% of respondents take bath 

regular, 80.86% of respondents wash their cloth regularly and .84.34% of respondents clean their teeth 

regularly (see table 8). So, it is found that still a large number of villagers do not maintain personal 

hygiene properly. They also informed that majority of the villagers clean their teeth with charcoal 

powder, sand, twig of neem, ashes and salt, twig of bamboo and erenda etc. and a very less number of 

them uses tooth paste and brush for cleaning teeth. 
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The villagers are not at all habituated in washing hand with soap before taking food. They also not wash 

their hand with soap even after handling pet animal, working in paddy field and coming out from loo.  

54.78% of respondents wash their hands with plain water from coming out of loo, 26.08% of respondents 

wash their hands with soap, 19.13% of respondents wash their hands with sand and ashes etc. (see table 9) 

.So, majority of the villagers use plain water for washing their hands after coming out of loo. 

Food and Nutrition 

Food is a pre-requisite not only for attaining good health but also for maintaining adequate 

growth and body equilibrium (S.R. Qamra et.al, 2010). Diet of the villagers primarily consists of rice, 

pulses, seasonal vegetables, meat, fish, dry fish etc. The respondent reported that a large number of male 

are habit of smoking and liquor consumption.  

Diseases  

Indian tribal communities are highly disease prone so as to Barman. They have different kinds of 

health problems. This is mainly because of malnutrition, unhygienic living condition, casual approach 

towards health etc. Their misery is compounded by poverty, illiteracy, ignorance of causes of diseases, 

hostile environment, lake of safe drinking water and sanitation, blind beliefs and superstition etc. The 

Barmans of Dhanipur village suffer from different types of communicable and non-communicable 

diseases like tuberculosis, hepatitis, malaria, typhoid, diarrhoea, dysentery, jaundice, cold and cough 

vitamin deficiency, blindness, nutritional disorder etc. It is found that the villagers suffer from more than 

one disease from last five year.  Around 26.95% respondent suffer from fever, malaria, Cold & cough, 

25.21% suffer from fever, Stomach pain, Headache, Diarrhoea, 15.65% suffer from fever, weakness, Cold 

& Cough, 13.91% suffer from fever, malaria, typhoid and Jaundice, 9.56% suffer from Joint pain and 

blood pressure, 8.69% suffer from fever &gastric problem(see table 10) 

Treatment 

The Barmans of Dhanipur village have their own culture and social practices related to treatment 

of various diseases. Their concept of health, disease, treatment, life and death closely related with their 

culture, custom, traditional beliefs etc. They largely depend upon traditional health care system than 

modern one. For any health related problems the villagers‟ first choice is traditional method of treatment 

like- taking medicine from local healer, taking purified water or salt from ojha etc. Because they strongly 

believe that all health problem occur only due to black magic and bed vision of witches, ghost or spirit. If 

someone suffers from any kind of diseases then they first approach to „Ojha‟ who through his/her secret 

ritual would find out the actual cause of disease. But after ritual, if Ojha came into conclusion that the 

diseases occur due to witchcraft‟s black magic, then instead of approaching doctor the patient‟s family 

member did the ritual according to the advice of the Ojha. Until and unless patient„s condition become 
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critical they did not approach modern treatment. But for the diseases like jaundice, small pox, chicken 

pox, the villager will never approach doctor /or visit hospital. They take herbal medicine because they 

believe that these diseases only occur due to course of god/ spirit. However the villagers responded in an 

enthusiastic manner to the polio and other immunization programme lunch by the government. They 

gradually started to approach modern treatment but difficulties are that there is no health centre near the 

village. The nearest health centre is around 14 km away from the village. Lack of heath facility along with 

poverty and ignorance compel them to adopt traditional means of treatment. 

Conclusion 

In sum, it appears that economic and health status of the Barmans of Dhanipur is low. The work 

forces with which they engage are not sufficient to provide them financial security as because most of 

their income largely depends upon cultivation and wage earning. They have very limited number of 

cultivable land. The analysis also indicates that the predominant phenomenon of the life of villagers of 

Dhanipur is widely prevalence poverty. Regarding the health status it can be said that the villagers suffer 

from ill health. Poor conditions of housing, diet, hygienic habit along with traditional mind set have been 

the factors for their poor health. For improving economic condition and achieving good health is the 

ultimate determinant. Briefly they lack of both economic as well as human resources. 
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Appendix 

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents on the basis of their occupation 

Sl.  No. Types of Occupation Respondents Grand Total 

and 

percentage 
Male Female 

1 Cultivator 59(67.81%) - 59(51.30%) 

2 Cultivator, and wage labour 10 (11.49%) - 10(8.69%) 

3 Government service 04(04.59%) 02(02.29%) 06(05.22%) 

4 Pensioner (Retired) 04(04.59%) - 04(03.48%) 

5 Shop keeping 04(04.59%) - 04(03.48%) 

6 Wine shop 01(01.14%) - 01(00.86%) 

7 Housewife - 26(92.85%) 26(22.60%) 

8 Selling Forest resource and wage labour 5(5.87%) -- 5(4.34%) 

9 Total 87 28 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 2: Distribution of the Respondent on the basis of Size of Landholding 

Sl. No. Size of landholding Respondents Grand Total and  Percentage 

1         1-2 bigha 05 05(04.34%) 

2 3-4 bigha 13 13(11.30%) 

3 5-6 bigha 21 21(18.26%) 

4 7-8 bigha 40 40(34.78%) 

5 9 -10 bigha  49 49(42.78%) 

6 Total 115 100 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents on the basis of the types of Agriculture they Adopted 

Sl. No Types of Agriculture Respondents Grand Total and 

Percentage 

1 Settle cultivation 49 49(42.60%) 

2 Settle and Shifting cultivation 66 66(57.39%) 

3 Total 115 100 

http://www.rmrct.org/files
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Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 4: Distribution of the Respondents families on the basis of their monthly income 

Sl. No. Monthly income Respondents Grand Total and 

Percentage 

1 1000-5000 75 75(65.21%) 

2 5000-10000 26 26(22.60%) 

3 10000-15000 07 07(06.08%) 

4 15000-20000 04 04(03.47%) 

5 20000-25000 03 03(02.60%) 

 Total 115 100 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 5: Distribution of Respondents on the basis types of House in Dhanipur 

Sl. No. Types of House Respondents Grand Total and 

Percentage 

1 Hut 83 83 (72.17%) 

2 Assam Type 07 07 (06.09%) 

3 Cement Concrete 25 25 (21.74%) 

4 Total 115 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

 

Table 6: Distribution of Respondents on the basis types of sanitation Facility 

Sl. No. Types of latrine Respondent  

1 Open 61(53.4%) 

2 Kachcha latrine 48(41.74%) 

3 Sanitary 06(5.22%) 

4 Total 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 7: Distribution of the Respondents on the basis of the method of garbage disposition 

Sl. No. Place of disposition Respondents 

1. Personal composed pit 17(14.78%) 

2. Common village pit Nil 

3. Outside the boundary fencing or common land 98(85.21%) 

4 Total 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 
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Table 8: Distribution of the Respondents on the basis of their habits of bathing, washing cloth and 

cleaning teeth 

 

Sl. No. Hygiene 

habit 

 Respondents Grand Total and 

Percentage (%) 
 Regular Irregular 

1.  Bathing  106(92.17%) 9(7.82%) 115(100%) 

2. Washing 

cloth 

 93(80.86%) 22(19.13%) 115(100%) 

3. Cleaning 

teeth 

 97(84.34%) 18(15.65%) 115(100%) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 9: Distribution of the Respondents on the basis of their habit of washing hand coming out of loo 

Sl. No. Washing materials Respondents 

1 Soap 30(26.8 %) 

3 Plain water 63(54.78%) 

4 Sand & Ashes 22(19.13%) 

5 Total 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 

Table 10: Distribution of the Respondents on the basis of diseases affected in last five years 

Sl. No. Types of diseases Respondents 

1 Fever, Malaria, Cold & cough 31(26.95%) 

2 Fever, Malaria, Typhoid and Jaundice 16(13.91%) 

3 Fever, Stomach pain, Headache, Diarrhoea 29(25.21%) 

4 Fever, Weakness, Cold & Cough 18(15.65%) 

5 Fever &Gastric problem 10(8.69%) 

6 Joint pain and blood pressure 11(9.56%) 

7 Total 115(100) 

Source: field work, March 2012-December 2013 
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Abstract 

The study reveals about the achievement on mathematics in relation to intelligence and socio 

economic status of the secondary level students of West-Tripura district of Tripura. It is found out 

that most of the students of secondary level have good achievement in relation to intelligence Socio-

economically  poor students have poor performance is in Mathematics. 

Keywords: Achievement, mathematics, intelligence, West-Tripura and socio economic status 

Introduction 

The Strength of a nation lies in its commitment and capacity to prepare its people for needs, 

aspiration and requirements of a progressive technological society. This implies the new creation of 

opportunities and facilities for training large number of youth in imbibing as much new knowledge as 

possible. This being generally true of all developing countries, it is more so for India, especially Tripura 

for accelerating the pace of economic growth and social development. Therefore, it is necessary to 

prepare the child for this era of technology with a strong base at mathematics to face the challenges of 21
st
 

century. 

Tripura is a small state of India which is situated at North-Eastern Region of India. Educationally 

Tripura is a growing state of country. But growth rate is not up to the mark as it is desired. Development 

in education of a state or a country depends on its basic education. First step of basic education in the 

sense of public examination is secondary examination (Madhyamik Examination) conducted by stat 

education board (in Tripura, Tripura Board of Secondary Education). 

The subject mathematics occupies a very important place in the school curriculum at secondary 

level. Kothari commission remarked that science and mathematics should be taught on a compulsory 

basis to all the pupils as a part of general education during the first ten years of schooling. In addition, 

there should be provision of special courses in these subjects at the secondary stage, for students of more 

than average ability. 
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Thus it clear that mathematics has a great importance but student’s achievement in mathematics 

at secondary level is very poor. So it is very important to study the student’s performance in mathematics 

at secondary examination conducted by TBSE so as it’s conditioned can be improved. 

Rational of the study 

Mathematics has a great importance in our everyday life. In the era of science and technology, we 

cannot proceeds a single step without mathematics. The development of a country depend mathematical 

knowledge of the people.  

In our education system, mathematics has a great importance. It is considered as a basic and 

compulsory subject upto the secondary level. Kothari commission has given opinion to introduce 

mathematics as a compulsory subject upto secondary level. But it is found that students’ achievement in 

mathematics at secondary level under Tripura Board of secondary Education is very poor. Students’ 

performances in mathematics at secondary level also influence the board’s results negatively.  

From the source of Tripura Board of secondary education, it is followed that the performance of 

students in mathematics at secondary examination is very poor. Maximum numbers of students are 

getting poor marks in Mathematics. In the era of science and technology, mathematics has become an 

indispensable instrument in every walk of our life. It is unimaginable that what happens if mathematics 

disappears from our lives. From a normal house wife to a great scientist, from a rickshaw puller to a 

finances minister, every person must depend on mathematics to discharge their duties and functions. Not 

a single aspect of our life is free from its use. Any person ignorant of mathematics will be easily cheated. 

Counting, notation, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, weighing, measuring, selling, buying 

and many other aspects are fundamental of mathematics which has immense practical value in life. It has 

wider application in agriculture, industry, defense, information technology, science and technology, 

music, economies, bio-engineering, physical and biological sciences, astronomy etc. Roger Bacon says,” 

Mathematics is the gate and key of all sciences.” 

The subject mathematics is abstract to sum extend. To solve mathematical problems abstract 

thinking should be developed among the learner. Abstract thinking power will be high if a student 

intelligent enough. So achievement in mathematics may be related to intelligence. 

Mental ability of a person depend on is socio-economic status. For solving mathematical 

problems a good social environment is important. Social environment depend on socio-economic status. 

So, socio-economic status may have an influence on achievement in mathematics.  

Whether intelligence and socio-economic status are responsible for poor performance in 

mathematics? No work in this area have done earlier for the achievements of mathematics at secondary 

level students in relation to intelligence and socio-economic status. It will give an idea about students 
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problem and solution for achievement in mathematics if intelligence is more and poor performance in 

relation to socio-economic status.  

Objectives 

 1. To find out the achievement of students in mathematics at secondary level 

 2. To find out the intelligence of students at secondary level. 

 3. To find out the socio-economic status of family of students at secondary level 

 4. To find out the relation between intelligence and achievement in mathematics of students at 

secondary level. 

 5. To find out the relation between socio-economic status of family and achievement in 

mathematics of students at secondary level. 

 6. To estimate the interrelationship between different levels of three selected parameters 

(intelligence, socio-economic status, achievement) of the students at secondary level.  

Definition of Terms 

Achievement: The term achievement is used to understood the pupils scores on a certain school subject. 

An achievement in education implies ones knowledge, understanding or skill in specified subject. 

Secondary level: Secondary level means Class IX and Class X of our academic system 

Intelligence 

Intelligence has been defined in many different ways including as one’s capacity for logic 

understanding, self-awareness, learning, emotional knowledge, planning, creativity and problem solving. 

It can be more generally described as the ability to percein information and to retain it as knowledge to be 

applied towards adaptive behaviours within an environment or context. 

Some groups of psychologists have suggested the following definition: 

“A very general mental capability that, among other things, involves the ability to reason, plan, solve 

problems, think abstractly, comprehend complex ideas, learn quickly and learn from experience. It is not 

merely book learning, a narrow academic skill, or test taking smarts. Rather, it reflects a broader and 

deeper capability for comprehending our surroundings – catching on, making sense of things or figuring 

out what to do. 

David Weehsler defined intelligence as “The aggregate or global capacity of the individuals to act 

purposefully, to think rationally and to deal effectively with his environment.” 

Lloyd Humphreys defined intelligence as “the resultant of the process of acquiring-storing in memory, 

retrieving, combining, comparing and using in new contexts information and conceptual skills.” 

Socio-economic Status (SES): 
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Socio-economic Status (SES) is an economic and sociological combined total measure of a person’s work 

experience and of an individual’s or family’s economic and social position in relation to others, based on 

income, education and occupation.  

Delimitation 

1. The study has been confined within the former West Tripura district of Tripura. 

2. The study has been confined on Class IX students. 

Hypothesis 

1. There is no significant difference in the achievement of mathematics of the students with different 

levels of intelligence. 

2. There is no significant difference in the achievement of mathematics of the students with 

different levels of socio-economic status. 

3. The interaction effects of intelligence and socio-economic status on the achievement of students do not 

differ significantly. 

Review of Related Literature 

Review of the related literature allows a researcher to acquaint him with a current knowledge in 

the field or area in which he is going to conduct the research. This helps to avoid unintentional 

duplication of well-established finding. Moreover, it helps to know the previous recommendations and 

research. 

1. Asutosh Pal, 1989, had done a critical study of some affective outcomes of the students as predictors of 

their mathematical ability. The findings are : 

i. Boys showed higher self-concept them girls. 

ii.There existed significant correlation between mathematics and self-concept, between mathematics and 

anxiety, between mathematics and attitude, between mathematics and academic motivation. 

2. Madan Mohan Chel, 1990, had done Diagnosis and remediation of underachievement in compulsory 

mathematics of Madhyamik examination in West Bengal. The major findings are : 

i. The main difficulties faced by student included concept gaps, confusion in understanding mathematical 

language, stereotype way of presenting contents and lack of openness in teaching. 

ii.The major mistakes found in the performance of student and teacher trainees in the areas include 

mathematisation of verbal problems, interpretations of mathematical result and learning new topics in 

mathematics. 

iii. Underachievement was caused due to lack of understanding of the mathematical concept of the earlier 

stage and the abstract nature of mathematics. 

iv. Errors were caused due to versatility and variability of contents, lack of time etc. 
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v. Noises in the channel at message were fear, anxiety, psychological imbalance, the faculty’s 

arrangement of contents. 

vi. Reinforces in the channel of learning were readiness, interest, active involvement, use of effective 

materials of instruction and learning efficiency. 

3. Caroline Ngailiankim, 1991, done a study of selected variables associated with achievement in 

mathematics. The major findings are: 

i. There was a significant association between 

(a)  Attitude towards mathematics, 

(b) Educational aspiration, 

(c) Numerical ability, 

(d) Abstract reasoning, 

(e) personality factor A and 

(f) personality factor G an d achievement in mathematics 

ii. None of the other variables studied showed association with achievement in mathematics. 

4. N. Bandri, 1991 had done an investigation into the causes for low achievement in government high 

schools in Changlapattu Educational District, Tamil Nadu. The major findings are: 

The causes of poor achievement were identified as low motivation, policy of liberal promotion to the next 

higher class, poor study habits, lack of parental involvement in education and poor teaching.  

5. K.T. Rangappa, 1992 had done a study of self-concept, reading ability in relation to achievement in 

mathematics of students of standard VII. The major findings are: 

i. There was a significant difference in the achievement in mathematics of student having different levels 

of reading ability. 

ii. There was a significant difference in the performance of the student of standard VII in mathematics 

studying in rural and urban schools. 

iii. There was a significant difference in the performance of the student of standard VII in mathematics 

studying in rural and urban schools. 

iv. There was no significant difference between boys and girls of standard VII in their achievement in 

mathematics. 

6. A. Rosaly, 1992, studied the relationship between attitude of students towards mathematics and 

achievement. The major findings are: 

i. The attitude of high school students towards learning mathematics and their achievement in 

mathematics were related. 

ii. Urban girls had a more positive attitude towards mathematics than rural girls. 

iii. Urban boys had a more positive attitude towards mathematics than rural boys. 
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iv. Girls were higher than rural girls in mathematics 

v. Urban girls were higher than rural girls in mathematics 

Besides these there are several studies on achievement in mathematics. Some of these are mentioned here 

as follows: 

i. Faerrda Khatoon, 1988 studied the mathematical aptitude among boys and girls and its 

relationship with interests and vocational preferences at the secondary school level. 

ii. P.E. Doshi, 1989, done a study of achievement and cognitive preference styles in mathematics of 

class X students. 

iii. S. Sarala, 1990 studied conceptual errors of secondary school pupils in learning select areas in 

modern mathematics. 

       iv. Rangappa, 1993; correlated mathematical achievement with the level of reading ability. 

iv. Lalithabais (1993) studied the role of numerical ability with mathematical achievement. 

v. Basavayya (1995) attempted to study perception as a correlates of mathematics 

vi. Sumangal (1995), Srivastave (1993), Patel (1997) attempted to study level of intelligence with 

achievement in mathematics. 

vii. Sumangal (1995), Srivastave (1993), Patel (1997) attempted to study level of intelligence with 

achievement in mathematics. 

viii.  Sood (1999) has attempted to study different personality factors as facilitators of mathematical 

achievement. 

ix.  Srinivasan (1999), Singh (1994), Sumangale (1995), Wangu and Thomas (1995), Thampuratly 

and Devi (1994), Panchalingappa (1995) attempted to study attitude as an important correlate of 

mathematical achievement. 

x. There are seven studies, which have attempted to study sex as one of the correlates of 

mathematical achievement. These studies are done by Tota, 1995; Mukherjee, 1997; Paria, 1996; 

Pal and Natarajan, 1997; Wage and Thomas 1995; Chakraborty, 2000; Nagalakshmi, 1996. 

Statement of the Problem 

It has been found that a maximum number of student’s performance in secondary mathematics 

examination is very poor. A very few number of students are getting high marks in mathematics and a 

minimum number of students are just pass in secondary mathematics which makes negative inference in 

the board’s results. Due to poor performance in mathematics examination, the pass performance of 

secondary examination is low. It is important to find out the area for which student’s achievement is poor. 

For this it is needed to study the student’s achievement in mathematics so that it is possible to find out the 

defective areas and some remedial measures can be taken for student’s betterment. 
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Many researchers have been done on academic achievement. But no research has been done on study of 

student’s achievement in mathematics at secondary level of Tripura. So researcher has taken this area as 

an area of research. Title of the research is “Achievement in Mathematics in Relation to Intelligence 

and Socio-economic Status of Secondary School students in Tripura : A Critical Study.”  

Methodology of the Study 

The selection of a method with a specific design depends upon the nature of the problem and 

upon the kind of data that the problem entails. However, the method selected should be in cohesion with 

specific principles and adequate enough to lead to a reliable generalization. Research method is 

indispensable for the study of the title by the researcher. Researchers have applied survey method for the 

study to collect data from the respondents. 

Sample 

Sample of data collection have been done from Class IX and total number of students are 390 (three 

hundred ninety) and collected randomly from former West Tripura district of secondary school of 

Tripura. 

Tools 

Tools used for data collection are questionnaire about achievements in mathematics, Raben intelligence 

test and socio-economic status scale. 

Data Analysis 

After collection of data, it was analysed by using SPSS package for t-test, ANOVA test, chi-square tested 

to find out the objectives of the study and interpretation have been done. 

Analysis and Findings 

Data analysis is performed on computer with SPSS software package. 

Table 1: 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Academic achievement 390 0 30 19.33 6.593 

The above table shows that mean mark of academic achievement is 19.33 out of 30 which is more than 

50% and near about 64%. Standard deviation 6.593 indicates that the achievement scores are mostly 

varying between 19.33 + 6.593 i.e. 25.92 and 19.33 – 6.593 i.e. 12.737, in percentage most of the scores 

are varying between 42.4% and 86.4%. This indicates that academic achievement of the students are not 

bed. Students have got normal marks in mathematics not extraordinary good nor extraordinarily bed. 

Table 2: 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Intelligence Score 390 0 18 10.89 5.324 
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The above table shows that mean score of intelligence is 10.89 and out of 18 which is more than 50% and 

near about 60%. Standard deviation 5.324 indicates that the intelligence scores are mostly varying 

between 10.89 + 5.324 i.e. 16.21 and 10.89 – 5.324 i.e. 5.56, in percentage most of the scores are varying 

between 30% and 90%. This means that intelligence level are good but it is varying a wide range i.e. 

some of the students are highly intelligence and some are less intelligent. 

Table 3: 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

SES 390 27 83 55.91 11.38 

The above table shows that mean score of SES of family of students is 55.91 which is more than 50% and 

near about 67%. Standard deviation 11.38 indicates that SES scores are varying between 55.91 + 11.38 

i.e. 67.29 and 55.91. 11.38 i.e. 44.53, in percentage most of scores are varying between 53.65% and 81%. 

This indicates that SES condition of family members of the students are good. Most of them are as 

standard and above standard, some are of below standard. 

Table 4: SES Category 

 Frequency Percent 

Low SES 197 50.5 

High SES 193 49.5 

This table shows that 50.5% family belongs to low SES and 49.5% family belongs to high SES 

considering mean (55.91) as standard which indicate that there is parity in SES conditions. 

Table 5: Correlation between Intelligence score and 

Academic achievement score 

Variables N R p 

Intelligence and Academic 

Achievement 
390 0.58 0.000 

       p < 0.001 

Pearson’s correlation coefficient (r) is used as inferential statistics to examine association between 

intelligence and academic achievement score at the secondary level schools. The above table results 

depict a moderate significant positive relationship between intelligence and students academic 

achievement score, r (390) = 0.58, p < 0.001. Therefore, it is inferred from above information that 

intelligence influences on students’ academic achievement score. 

Table 6: Significance of the difference between the Means of Academic Achievement of Students of 

High and Low Socio Economic Status 

 SES 

Category 
N Mean 

Std. 

Deviation 

Stad. Error 

of Mean 
t-value 

Academic High SES 193 21.70 6.101 0.439 7.499* 
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Achievement Low SES 197 17.02 6.236 0.444 d.f.=388 

*significant at 1% level 

In the above table there are 193 students of high socio-economic status and 197 students of low socio-

economic status. The mean of the academic achievement of students of high socio-economic status is 

21.70 and the mean of academic achievement of students of low socio-economic status is 17.02. The 

standard deviation of high socio-economic status is 6.101 and standard deviation of low socio-economic 

status is 6.236. The S.E.M. of high SES is 0.439 and S.E.M. of low SES is 0.444. The t-value is 7.499 at 

388 degree of freedom which is significant at 1% level of significance. So the null hypothesis which 

states that there will be no significant difference between academic achievement of students of high SES 

and low SES shall be rejected. It interprets that socio-economic status of students affects their academic 

achievement. 

Table 7: Chi-square test between SES and Academic Achievement score 

Variables Chi-square value df P 

SES and Academic Achievement 28.065
a 

2 .000 

 a. 0 cells (0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 27.71. 

 This table shows that calculated value is more than tabulated value, so null hypothesis is rejected. 

It imparts that SES affects the academic achievement. 

Table 8: Effects of Intelligence on Academic Achievement of Students (ANOVA) 

 Sum of squares df Mean square F Sig. 

Academic  

Achievement 

Between 

Groups 
2139.142

 
1 2139.42 56.204 .000 

Within 

Groups 
14767.524 388 38.061   

Total 16906.667 389    

Intelligence 

score 

Between 

Groups 
3341.840 1 3341.84 168.753 .000 

Within 

Groups 
7683.637 388 19.803   

Total 11025.477 389    

The above table shows that F value at p < 0.001 in both the cases is greater than 1. It depicts that null 

hypothesis is rejected. It interpret that both intelligence and academic achievement are interrelated. 
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Table 9: Intelligence category 

 Frequency % 

High Intelligence (80% and above) 152
 

38.97 

Moderate Intelligence (21% to 79%) 172 44.10 

Low Intelligence (20% and below) 66 16.92 

 The above table shows that 38.97% of the students have secured 80% above in intelligence, 

44.10% students have secured 21% to 79% in intelligence and 16.92% students have secured 20% and 

below in intelligence. It depicts that maximum number of students intelligence are in middle 60%. 

The above analysis revealed that – 

(i). Null hypothesis one is rejected as there is a significant relation in the achievement with different 

levels of intelligence. The students with high intelligence perform good in achievement and students with 

low intelligence perform bed in achievement. 

(ii). Null hypothesis two is rejected as there is a significant relation in the achievement with SES 

conditions. The students with high SES conditions perform good in achievement and students with low 

SES conditions perform poor in achievement. 

(iii). Null hypothesis three is also rejected as intelligence and SES both has effect on achievement. Both 

intelligence and SES effects directly in achievement. 

Findings  

On the basis of the above analysis the following are the findings: 

1. The academic achievement of the student is in moderate range. 

2. The intelligence level of the students is in moderate range. 

3. The SES conditions are in average category. 

4. Approximately fifty-fifty families are in high and low SES conditions. 

5. Maximum numbers of students are belong to medium intelligence level. 

6. Number of high intelligence level student is less than that of medium intelligence level 

students. 

7. There is good relation between intelligence and academic achievement. 

8. The students who are more intelligent perform good in academic achievement. 

9. SES has a good influence on academic achievement. 

10. The students whose SES conditions are high their academic performance are also good 

and whose SES conditions are low their academic performance are also poor. 
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11. The students whose SES and intelligence level are high their academic achievement also 

high. 

12. The students whose SES and intelligence level are low their academic achievement also 

low. 
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Abstract 

             During the 14
th
 and 15

th
 centuries in India there were a number of forces which led to the 

growth of a new religion which was founded on the liberal doctrine of Bhakti as revealed 

in the Bhagavata Purana. It was a progressive and democratic movement which laid 

emphasis on the unity the Godhead, stood against excessive ritualism, fought against 

caste prejudices and stressed on the equality of man. Several saints of great endowments 

appeared in various provinces to carry the gospels of the new faith to the masses by 

rendering the Sanskrit Puranas into regional languages. In Assam also appeared many 

gifted Sankardeva who shaped the religious, social and cultural life of the people of 

undivided Assam. Besides producing far reaching religious and social effects the 

Sankarite movement gave a great impetus to the development of learning and literature 

in Assam by making Sanskrit lore accessible to the uneducated masses. 

             During the time of Sankardeva education was a privilege available to only a limited few 

belonging to the upper section of the society. People at large remained buried in the dark 

abyss of ignorance and illiteracy. The enlightened and socially conscious disciple 

constituted a microscopic minority in the vast sea of illiterate masses. But in spite of this 

Srimanta Sankardeva and his followers engaged themselves in the work of propagating 

knowledge and wisdom in their own ways. Sankardeva was not only a religious leader 

like many people think but also a great educationist in his own inimitable way. 

 Keywords: Bhagavata Purana, Sankardeva, Sanskrit Puranas and Sankarite movement 

 

Introduction    

History of every nation is proud of its preachers and scholars, artist and poets, great writers and 

saints. But no history of any country has ever been proud of one man who is a poet, writer, dramatist, an 

artist, a philosopher, a psychologist, a singer, an actor, a preacher, a reformer, a dancer, a musician, a 

lyricist, a designer, a democrat, an ideal house holder and a great saint at the same time. 

 Srimanta Sankardeva was born into Siromani Baro Bhuiya family near Bardowa in Nagaon District, 

Assam in a village called Alipukhuri in 1449.  
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 In 1568 after leading a most eventful life dedicated to enlightening humanity the Mahapurusa died  at 

Bheladonga at remarkable age of 120. 

Significance of the study 

The gravity of the study of Srimanta Sankardeva in the field of education is very much relevant in 

the context of the following prevailing present day situation. 

(i)  There has been a decline of moral, spiritual and value based education among the young 

generation in the society. So in order to uplift the moral and value based education among the 

upcoming young generation of the people the present study is very much important. 

(ii)   Without a systematic study it is not possible to enumerate the contribution of Sankardeva.So the 

present study is very much important to bring to light the educational philosophy of Sankardeva. 

(iii)  In order to highlight Sankardeva’s philosophy of abolishing caste barrier in the society, the 

present study is important. 

 

(iv)  To redress the constant conflict between human and wild animal and the destruction of forest 

trees forgetting about the humanity and causing disturbance to ecological balance of the nature. 

Objectives 

The research paper has been intended to find out the contribution of Sankardeva in the field of 

education with respect to the followings  

(i)  The literary works of Sankardeva 

(ii) Aims of education. 

(iii)  Method of teaching. 

(iv)  The curriculum of teaching. 

Methodology 

It is a biographical research under historical method of research. The datas are collected through 

primary and secondary sources. 

Primary sources: By direct observing the personal records like autobiography of Sankardeva, 

manuscripts, original books of Sankardeva, photographs, drawing , paintings, remains and relics like 

instruments, art objects. 

Secondary sources: By reviewing of books on Sankardeva written by various authors, theses, 

dissertations, Journal of Mahapurusha Jyoti, bibliography, research journals. 

Literary works of Sankardeva 

In the field of literature his contribution is indeed great. He composed kavyas, plays and devotional lyrics. 

Out of twelve (12) Books of Bhagavata Purana he translated in Assamese verse not less than seven, of 
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which Adi Dasama  is most famous. His Kirtana Ghosha based on stories of the Bhagavata is beautiful in 

expression and passionate in depth of feeling. The Rukminiharana kavya served as model of later 

vaisnava writers in their treatment of classical themes. Other devotional compilation like Bhaktipradipa, 

Anadipatana, Niminamasidha-sambada, Kurusetra, Bhaktiratnakar are familiar to every Assamese and 

command highest respect from all. The Bargit reveals Sankardeva as a scholar, a poet and a passionate 

devotee. He blended in these noble songs lofty thoughts with passionate lyrical feelings expressed in 

rhythmic and ornate language. He is the inventor of a class of one- act plays known as Ankiya – nat and 

the technique of performance was introduced by himself. In the line of Sanskrit drama Sankardeva wrote 

six dramas vis Kaliya Damana, PatniPrasada, Keligopala, Rukmini Harana, Ram vijoy and initiated the 

theatrical movement in Assam. The drama written by Sankardeva is called Ankiya Naat and their 

performance is known as Bhaona. He was the fountainhead of the Akiya Naat- a form of one act play. In 

fact the Cihna- yatra staged by him when he was only 19 is regarded as one the first open air theatrical 

performance in the world. Cihna- Yatra was probably a dance drama and no next of that show is available 

today. Sankardeva introduced a common language for the whole country so that the people belonging to 

different linguistic groups can read, write and speak in one language. Mixing Assamese with Sanskrit, 

Maithili and many other north Indian language he derived a lingua franca called Brajawali. The language 

which was very easy to learn and understand was extensively used by Sankardeva to write many songs 

and drama. 

Sankardeva’s aim of Education 

The education imparted by Srimanta Sankardeva to the mass people was both formal and 

informal education. Sankardeva’s Namghar and Satra played a very important role in this respect. 

Sankardeva’s aim of education may be cited as follows- 

1. Universal brotherhood 

Universal brotherhood of mankind and unity of whole human race was a profound belief of Srimanta 

Sankardeva. The undivided Assam or the North –East India has been a meeting ground of people with 

various tribes and races having various culture. But Srimanta Sanakardeva made it possible. He brought 

unity among the heterogenous people of Assam by bringing them to the single fold of Eka Sarana Nama 

Dharma irrespective of caste ,creed and religion. He took the people of all caste like Boro, Kachari, Miri, 

Khasia, Naga, Jayantia including people from Mahamadan community which is mentioned by Sankardeva 

in his scriptures—  

Kirita, Kachari  Khase, Garo, Miri 

Yavana Kanka Goala 

Assam Muluka Dhoba je Turuka 
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Kubacha Mlechcha Chandala. 

 Sankardeva was always dead against the various caste system prevailing in the society and tried to 

abolish the caste barrier from the society.  His vision was to establish a classless society as he wrote— 

Nabasai bhakati jati ajati. 

[Meaning : The devotion does not differentiate between the classes] 

 Sankardeva preached equality in the spiritual domain. He preached that everybody is equal in the eyes of 

God, so anybody has equal right to worship. Thus Sankardeva said—  

Yito candalara kvya vakya mane  

sadaya sumare hari 

Ache bahra vrata yito brahmanara 

si si srestha tato kari. 

[Meanining: A candala who remembers God with the heart and soul is superior to Brahman observing 

religious vows] 

2. Moral aim of education 

 In innumerable passage of Sankardeva’s writing the universally accepted conduct of right living 

has been extolled and vices have been deprecated. These moral qualities are truthfulness, indifference to 

worldly pleasure, kindness, hospitality, temperance, contentment, patience, purity of heart, control over 

passions etc. Sankardeva conceived of the universal equality. It is clearly expressed in the following 

verses in Kirtana Ghosa: 

Kukura candala garddabharo atmarama 

Janiya sabako padi kariba pranama 

Samasta bhutata atma budhi nohe jave 

Kaya-vakya mane abhyasiba ehi bhave. 

[Meaning: Even the souls of dogs, candala, asses are varity God, considering this in mind they should be 

saluted.] 

  Social peace is to a great extent guided by the discipline life of an individual. There may come 

some situation when man suffers from many anxieties. In such cases one is prone to commit acts that may 

be injurious to society. Keeping such situation in mind he advised self-control : 

Kariyo manaka baishya vidura samprati. 

Sakardeva gave greater importance to human values than legal sanction, kindness, love benevolence etc. 

One who is closely related to the human values than to love, kindness to the weak, help to the distressed 

etc. are equally emphasized by him. Throughout his life Sankardeva tried to elevate good deeds to status 

of social prestige. Such preaching are at several places of his writings: 

Jagatara punya mane jana nista kari 
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Prani upakara alpako nuhi sari 

Hena jani pranika abhaya diya dana  

[Meaning: All the animals should be helped and well protected considering them to be the souls of God.] 

Truth and nonviolence are treated by Sankardeva at social and individual level. Truth is the essence of all 

actions whether it may be individual, social or economic: 

Nahi nahi ana dharma jana satya kari  

Satyase ache rahi mahi caracara 

Satya sama dharma aru nahi purusara. 

[ Meaning: There is no other Dharma like  truth, the whole Universe sustains because of the truth.] 

  For healthy society Sankardeva stressed the need of moral purity in daily life. Hence he advised 

to keep away from greed, falsehood, desire, anger etc. and to live on truth, non-violence and self-

discipline etc. In Sankardeva’s words : 

Eribe sadaya kama krodha ahamkara 

Tebese eraibe hata durjaya mayaka. 

[Meaning: Always keep yourself away from greed, desires, anger to overcome the Maya.]  

 

3. Spiritual aim 

Srimanta Sankardeva has a profound belief in God and preached a common religion to the whole world 

i.e Eka Sarana Nama Dharma irrespective of caste, creed and religion which means surrender to the 

Supreme Brahma i.e Basudeva or Krishna. Thus Krishna said in Bhaktipradip 

Eka cite tumi moka matra kara seva 

Parihara durate yetaka ana deva 

Huyoka saranapanna eka mote matra 

Moke bhaja huiba teve muktira patra 

Nama nusuniba tumi ana devatara 

Yena mate nuhibe bhakati vyabhicara  

 

[Meaning: Devote yourself to me with a single mind, forsake from a distance from all other Gods, 

surrender yourself to me alone, devote to me, then will you be fit for salvation. Never listen to names of 

other Gods, that your devotion may remain unsullied.] 

Sankardeva is of the view that if Krishna is worshiped all other Gods are worshiped. Sankardeva says—― 

As the branches, leaves and foliage of a tree are nourished by pouring water at the root of the tree, all 

God and Goddesses are propeciated by the worship of Krishna.” 
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He also cited nine ways or mode of practicing devotion which are sravana, kirtana, smarana, 

padasevana, arcana, vandana, dasya, sakhya and atmanivedana. Out of these Sankardeva considers 

sravana and kirtana as the best of all. 

In Sankardeva’s word- 

Shravana kirtana  smarana vishnura 

   Arsana pada-sevana 

 Dasya sakhitva   vandana vishnura 

Kariba deha arpana 

4. Vocational aim of education 

Srimanta Sankardeva emphasized on the vocational aim of education as he realized that 

vocational education can give better livelihood of life and can make one economically self-sufficient.  

The devotees affiliated to a particular Satra are encouraged to take up some vocational occupation. The 

expertise of this vocation is traditionally imparted by the older members of the Satra. Such vocation 

includes handicraft like wood curving, cane and bamboo work, Sanci-pat preparation, mask making, 

illustration of manuscript, different types of paintings, use of natural dye- hengul haital. Thus Sankardeva 

developed a class of people known as Khanikar who is professionally expert in the activities of curving 

miniature wooden images.  So the Satra have become facilitator for self-employment among the local 

people 

5. All round development 

Sankardeva gave much importance for all round development of individuals i.e physically, 

mentally and spiritually. For physical development of the body he always encouraged his disciple to 

practice yoga. He also advised his disciple for self-control by means of practicing pranayama. Sankardeva 

emphasized on the development of mind for which he composed a number of songs and drama (Ankiya 

Nata) for entertainment of the people. He composed 240 numbers of Bargits and six number of Drammas 

or Ankiya Natas.63 The cultural programme including sons and drama was performed in the Namgar and 

Satra for public enjoyment. For spiritual development of individual Sankardeva preached Eka Sarana 

Nama Dharma for the etire community irrespective of caste and religion. The necessity of supreme 

surrender to one is expressed in the following words of Lord Krishna to Arjuna— 

huyoka saranapanna eka mota matra 

moka bhaji haiba teve mukutira patra. 

[Meaning: Surrender yourself to me alone, Devote to me, then you will be fit for salvation.] 

Method of teaching 
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Srimanta Sankardeva was an eminent scholar, and a profound dedicated teacher for the entire 

society. He introduced some important methods of teaching for the mass education. These methods are 

now appreciated and adopted by the modern educationist of our time. These methods are— 

1. Group discussion method 

2.  Play way method 

3.  Learning by doing method 

Group discussion method 

Sankardeva introduced the question and answer technique and group discussion method for mass 

education. Generally the illiterate common people of the villages came to the Namghar and satra and took 

part in the discussion of various topics. Questions are put by the people for clarification of their ideas and 

the learned person discussed the matter in general and removed the difficulties/doubts from the mind of 

the people. This type of discussion drew the attention of the common people who enjoyed the peaceful 

environment of living. 

Play way method 

Sankardeva introduced the play way method of teaching which is followed by the modern 

educationist today. The introduction of plays i.e Ankiya Bhaona made the teaching, learning situation 

easier. This method paved the way for public gathering ( Loka sangraha) and community enjoyment 

(Loka Ranjana) through which Sankardeva taught the social, moral and spiritual lessons to the masses. 

Thus his method, technique and device are scientific and effective and is most relevant in modern days. 

Learning by doing method 

Sankardeva appreciated the activity principle of teaching and learning. This learning by doing 

method was introduced by Sankardeva in the 15
th
 century through drum beating (Khola) with different 

mudras and gestures. He introduced the dances in various forms. He was a great artist and a painter. His 

painting works drew the attention of the common people and it developed the spirit of self service. The 

Bhoktas registered to a particular Satras were trained on various vocational activities like handy craft, 

mask making, cane and bamboo works, painting and wood curving etc. Thus Sankardeva created a class 

of people known as Khanikar who is professionally skilled for mask making, musical instruments and 

construction of miniature wooden images with design. This led to the introduction of cottage industries in 

the villages of Assam. Thus he laid the foundation of practical teaching and work experience introduced 

in our modern education. 

Curriculum of teaching 

In the study of the educational contribution made by Sankardeva it is very much clear that the 

subjects included in the curriculum of teaching were—Mother tonque (Brajavali, Sanskrit ), ancient lore 
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and scriptures ( the Vedas, the Upanisadas, the Puranas, the Samhitas, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, 

Vyakarana, Nyaya Sastra, Kavyas, Philosophy, Psychology, Yoga, Moral education and Vocational 

education including handy craft, drawing and painting, music, dramatization, dancing and cottage 

industry. Sankardeva emphasized on the learning of three languages viz Assamese, Brajavali and 

Sanskrit. The language he developed was easily understandable and accessible by the common people 

who were not conversant in Sanskrit, the language of the upper educated ruling class. Sankardeva also 

included the Puranas, Tantras and Samhita as subjects of teaching in order to provide the knowledge of 

moral education to his disciples. In addition to the teaching of various ancient scriptures the knowledge of 

the Vyakarana was also imparted to the devotees for composing variety of vaisnavite literatures. 

Sankardeva also included yoga in the curriculum of teaching as he realized that healthy body and a strong 

soul or mind, both are essential in one’s life. Through yoga one can control one’s desires and aspiration. It 

is yoga through which one can remove ignorance and achieve glimpse of God. 

Conclusion 

In the teaching of Sankardeva the principles and essence of all religion viz truth, nonviolence, 

fraternity and equality, purity and humanity are beautifully reflected. Sankardeva is rightly called the 

Guru being the great propagator of universalism and brotherhood. 

Suggestion for further study 

Considering the present day situation of the society it is necessary to conduct a critical analysis on 

the value based education of Srimanta Sankardeva for upliftment of moral education of the upcoming 

young generation.  
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Abstract 

             Structural violence is outwardly not visible. It often goes unnoticed when it comes to 

the gender relations. It is influenced by those in power in a relationship. The 

relationship shared by the woman with her spouse is unequal in India. The 

perception of reproductive rights is blurred in their relationship. The women are 

marginalized when it comes to attainment of their reproductive rights due to the 

patriarchal nature of Indian society. Non- attainments of reproductive rights are 

violations of basic Human Rights of the women. The Muslim community is the largest 

minority group in the state of Assam. The presence of structural violence is 

preventing these women from exercising their reproductive rights. The consequence 

of this violence is profound, both physically and mentally among the women in this 

group. This study explores the reproductive rights of Assamese Muslim women in 

Preetipur village, Assam. 

Key Words: Structural Violence, Muslim Women, Reproductive Rights, Human Rights. 

Introduction 

Violence against women is a global phenomenon and has a wide range of consequence 

(WHO, 2013). According to a 2013 global review of available data, 35 per cent of women 

worldwide experienced either physical or sexual violence in in-partner and non-partner 

relationships (U.N. Woman, 2015). This review, however, does not account for the structural 

violence faced by groups of women which have the same consequence as that of the direct violence. 

Structural violence is invisible; it involves systematic control of the woman and all her resources. It 

deprives her of the basic human rights she is entitled to. It often incapacitates the marginalized 

group‟s reception of resources and achieving their full potentials. Violence is always related to 

power and access to resources. There are three main types of violence; namely, direct, structural 

and cultural (Galtung, 1990). Direct violence results in psychological trauma and physical injuries 

and even death. In certain cases, structural violence is unseen and embedded in pervasive social 
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structure that is normalized by stable institutions through day-to-day experiences. Structural 

violence produces suffering and deaths as often as direct violence does, however, it is slower, 

subtler, common and more difficult to repair (Samantroy, 2010). According to Galtung, cultural 

violence legitimizes, internalizes and gives acceptability to direct and structural violence. Cultural 

customs play a role in the levels of violence to be found in a community. In many parts of the 

world, it is considered both a right and even an obligation for men to physically discipline their 

wives.  Women are taught to be submissive and obedient to their spouses and a man‟s honor often 

depends on his ability to control his wife‟s behavior (Alessandra, 2004).  Women who have been 

physically or sexually abused by their partners report higher rates of health problems. For example, 

they are 16 per cent more likely to have a low birth-weight baby. They are more than twice as likely 

to have an abortion, almost twice as likely to experience depression, and, in some regions, they are 

1.5 times more likely to acquire HIV, as compared to women who have not experienced partner 

violence (WHO, 2013). The clashes between culture, religion, women‟s rights and violence against 

women have been a contested issue in the global arena. The relationship between cultural and 

religious justifications for violence against women is susceptible to patriarchal interpretations. 

Many practices in the name of culture are gender specific. For instances, preference for son, forced 

marriages, child marriage, patriarchal marriage arrangements, female genital mutilation (FGM), 

restrictive dress codes and dowry system are carried out in the name of culture. 

Structural Violence and Reproductive Rights 

Throughout the world in every society a woman has been entrusted to act as the foundation 

of the family. She is expected to bear healthy children, look after them along with taking care of the 

other family members and contribute to the household economy of the family either directly or 

indirectly. The status of women in India since independence is a mixture of optimism and 

desolation. There are some of them who have made a success of their lives through education and 

employment opportunities. In cases of rural women, the gender based inequalities are higher due to 

lingering poverty. Women in the rural setting face various forms of inequalities as they are unaware 

of their socio-economic rights. In fact, inequality and sex based discrimination on the basis of land 

ownership is one of the most important contributors to structural violence in majority of the 

developing countries (Manjoo, 2012). The basis of structural violence against women begins in the 

womb with a strong preference for „sons‟. In the last 50 years of Indian democracy, the absolute 

number of „missing women‟ coined by Amartya Sen (Sen, 1992) has increased fourfold from 15 

million to 68 million (The Hindu, 2014). In a systematic way, a girl child is being killed through 

female feticide or sex selective abortions. This trend is a direct form of violence resulting from 
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structural violence. One study on abortions in the Indian state of Maharashtra revealed that 7,999 

out of 8,000 fetuses aborted were female (Mazurana & McKay, 2007). The target driven population 

control policy still continues in the rural areas of India, where women are sterilized and cycle 

pumps were used to pump in air in the woman‟s abdomen for laparoscopic sterilization operation 

(Rao, 2004).  The state‟s role is still questionable as in how serious they were when 11 women died 

after the sterilization surgeries in the state of Chhattisgarh in 2014 (The Hindu, 2014). The political 

parties said that women were dead as the state government of Chhattisgarh failed to maintain the 

basic hygiene. There were also cases when women conceived after sterilization surgeries and no 

compensations were paid to them. According to one of the newspaper reports there were Public 

Interest Litigations (PIL) filed recently when sterilization camps were held in school buildings of 

Bihar in the year 2012 where there were no operation theatres and facilities, in unhygienic 

conditions (The Hindu, 2014).  Another two important characteristics found in India are depriving 

girl children of nutritious food and their access to education. Only 10 per cent women have access 

to nutritious food in India (Patel, 2002). India has the highest prevalence of iron deficiency anemia 

in the world. About 87 per cent pregnant women, 68 per cent in the reproductive age group and 

about 60 to 70 per cent adolescent girls in India are anemic (Patel, 2002). The 2011 Census 

indicates that literacy among women in India is only 65.46 per cent. Moreover, India has one of the 

lowest Female Labor Force Participation (FLFP) rates. In 2012, India‟s FLFP was 33 per cent 

which is below the global average of average 50 per cent (S. Das, Jain-Chandra, Kochha, & Kumar, 

2015). Along with these, the women of India also face morbidity and mortality in high numbers. In 

the year 2013, two countries accounted for one third of all global maternal deaths; India at 17 per 

cent (50,000) and Nigeria at 14 per cent (40,000) (WHO, 2014). The World Health Organization 

(WHO) reported that India‟s Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) had fallen from 560 in 1990 to 178 in 

2010-2012. However, as per the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) mandate, India needs to 

reduce its MMR further down to 103. 

The first formal declaration of „Reproductive Rights‟ appeared in 1968 at the United 

Nations International Conference on Human Rights held in Teheran, Iran. They were defined as the 

freedom of reproductive choice of „parents‟ who decide freely and responsibly on the number and 

spacing of children, and the right to adequate education and information in that respect. The World 

Population Plan of Action adopted in Bucharest six years later reaffirmed the rights to „individuals‟ 

who would have the means to make reproductive decision making. The debate at the Cairo 

Conference in 1994 extended the definition of reproductive rights to include the freedom of choice 

and the rights of women to have control over their bodies. In the 1995 Fourth World Conference 

(Beijing, China), women's reproductive rights were reinforced, and removal of gender inequalities, 
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labor force participation and policy making were called for. Reproductive rights call for 

reproductive freedom and equality. To achieve reproductive rights there is a need to understand the 

structural violence carried out against women which is invisible in most cases in the country. 

Muslims in India and Assam 

In India, the Muslims are a heterogeneous population. According to the Anthropological 

Survey of India, over 350 regional or ethno-linguistic Muslim groups exist in the country. A 

majority of Indian Muslims are Sunni, existing mainly in northern part and approximately 10–15 

per cent is Shias (Kazi, 1999).  

It is an unchallenged fact that Muslims in India are relatively poor. More than 50 per cent 

of India‟s 101.59 million Muslims live below the poverty line (Kazi, 1999). The female literacy is 

comparatively low among Muslims today, the cause is socio-economic rather than religious 

(Engineer, 1994). According to Rajinder Sachar Committee Report (2006), Muslims are over-

represented in street vending more than 12 per cent as opposed to the national average of less than 8 

per cent (Robinson, 2007). Muslim women have the lowest Work Participation Rate (WPR) among 

all three categories of work i.e., self-employed, regular workers and casual workers compared to 

Hindu or Christian women. 60 per cent of Muslim women are self-employed which is the highest 

percentage among all three religious categories. The high self-employment rates and the 

corresponding low participation of Muslim women as salaried workers indicate their marginal 

presence as workers in the formal economy (Kazi, 1999). This does not imply the absence of 

Muslim women as workers; rather it indicates their „invisibility‟ as formal workers. Hence, there is 

a lack of bargaining power among them which arises due to lack of education and the informal 

mode of employment (Sahu, Hutter, Wissen, & Bosch, 2012).  

The Gopal Singh Committee instituted by the government in 1983 declared Muslims as a 

„backward‟ community in India. A central feature of this „backwardness‟ is their exceedingly poor 

socio-economic status, particularly of Muslim women. Muslim women are a disadvantaged section 

of the society, and victims of oppression in two ways, first as women, second as members of a 

minority community that is both educationally and economically backward and religiously orthodox 

(Shukla, 1996). Religion plays an important role in determining a religious group‟s reproductive 

behavior. The impact of religious minority status on reproductive behavior is two-fold. First their 

disadvantaged socio-economic position as a result of discrimination and second is the insecurity 

that arises from their marginalized status. Islamic principles discourage fertility control specifically 

the use of sterilization and induced abortion. This restriction is based on the belief that any sort of 

manipulation in matters of reproduction shows lack of trust in God (Sahu et al., 2012). Only if the 
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health of the expectant mother is in danger, abortion is permitted up to the fourth months of 

conception (Engineer, 1994). The contraceptive behavior from the Demographic Health Surveys of 

India suggests that contraceptive use (any method of contraception) among currently married 

Muslim women in India is as low as 28 per cent (Sahu et al. :2012).  

The Muslims are the largest minority group in Assam. The settlement of Muslims in Assam 

can clearly be traced back to the last decade of the 12th century (Das, 2014). The 2011 census of 

India reports that Muslims comprise 30.9 per cent of Assam's 26.6 million people. Six of the state's 

27 districts have a Muslim majority population and the community is believed to control the 

electoral verdict in 60 of Assam's 126 Assembly constituencies. The Muslim population in Assam 

can be categorized into four types (Das, 2014). First, ‘Asamiya Musalman’ or Assamese Muslims; 

historically, they are considered the early settlers in Assam. Their mother tongue is Assamese. The 

second category is ‘Na-Asamiya-Musalman’ or Neo-Assamese Muslims who have migrated from 

Rangpur, Sylhet and the Mymensing districts of East Bengal or present Bangladesh. Third, the 

Muslim groups settled in the in the Barak valley of Assam. Fourth, the ‘Bihari’ or North-Indian 

Muslims who have migrated from Northern part of India to Assam in search of a better livelihood.  

The education level among the Muslims in Assam is very low. According to 2001 census, 52 per 

cent of Assamese Muslims are illiterate. Among the Muslim women, 60 per cent are illiterate 

according to the same census. The work participation among the Muslims in Assam according to 

2001 census is 29.10 per cent. Moreover, 51 per cent Muslim women are non-literate compared to 

the Hindu women (30 per cent), Christian women (47 per cent) and women belonging to other 

religious communities (15 per cent) (International Institute for Population Sciences, Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare, & TALEEM Research Foundation, 2004). It also mentions that only 30 

per cent of Muslim women received antenatal checkup concerning their reproductive health. 

In Assam the Muslims have been an integral part of Assamese identity. The Assamese language and 

culture is the basis of integration among the Assamese Hindus and Muslims (Nath, 2011).  There is 

not much of cultural difference between the Assamese Hindus and Assamese Muslims (Misra, 

1999). 

Objectives 

The study was carried out with the following objectives:  

1. To find out the socio-economic background of the Muslim women of Preetipur village, Kamrup 

District, Assam, India  

2. To find out the reproductive history of the Muslim women in the village and  

3. To find out whether their reproductive rights are violated due to the structural violence or not 
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Methods of data collection 

The study is based on qualitative data from the fieldwork carried out in Preetipur village in 

Kamrup District of Assam. The primary data were collected through interviewing women aged 

between 15 to 49 years. The sampling was purposive in nature. The tools and techniques used for 

collecting data were semi-structured interview schedule for in-depth interviews and Focus Group 

Discussion (FGD). For the FGD, women were divided into two groups. The village Preetipur was 

selected for the study on the basis of religion and concentration of ‘Asamiya Musalman’ population. 

Prior to the FGD and in-depth interviews, the participants were explained about the study purposes, 

goals and objectives verbally. They were asked for their willingness to be part of the study.  There 

were some who declined for obvious reasons not understanding the objectives, but a majority of 

them were forthcoming (out of 20 women 15 of them came forward for the FGD and in-depth 

interview). The sample size was a total of 15 women. The participants of the study gave verbal 

consent to be interviewed and participate in the FGD. The participants were also informed that 

confidentiality will be maintained during the study. 

The researcher‟s prior experiences of fieldwork in the same issue helped to carry out the 

study and gather information on sensitive issues like conception, forced sex, miscarriage, abortion 

and contraception. The field work was carried out in three phases. In the first phase a strong rapport 

with one woman was established who introduced the researcher to the participants. The woman 

whom the researcher approached and established rapport shared a good relationship with other 

participants due to her helpful nature. She used to come forward for all the social activities of the 

village according to the school teacher of the village. During the first phase the researcher had a 

conversation with all the participants regarding the study and the objectives.  

In the second phase the researcher met for the FGD. There were two FGD groups, one 

consisting 8 members and the other consisting 7 members. FGD was carried out to understand the 

respondents‟ reactions to the issue and develop the interview schedule for the in-depth interviews. 

The flexible nature of the FGD format allowed the researcher to rephrase the questions that were 

not understood or less clear. Initially the women were shy; however, later on they participated 

actively in the discussion. In fact, the women happily informed that someone was taking interest in 

their reproductive lives which is seldom talked about. Some of them shared that for the first time in 

their lives, an outsider was talking to them about their reproductive issues. In their experience, not 

even the doctors ever asked them questions related to their reproductive matters. During the FGD 

broad areas were discussed. These were their experiences of conception/ child birth and their access 
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to health care facilities and role of their husbands concerning contraception, their reproductive 

rights. The focus groups were constituted on the basis of immediate neighbors and relatives.  

In the third phase the researcher met the participants for the in-depth interviews. The interviews 

were carried out in the residences of the women who had the space to sit and talk. Those who did 

not have the space they asked to be interviewed in their friend‟s place. The interviews were carried 

out for 45 minutes to 1 hour. The interview schedule was in English, however, the local language 

i.e. Assamese was used to carry out the FGD and in-depth interviews. As Assamese is the mother 

tongue and being an Assamese it helped both the researcher and the participants to bond and share 

during the study. 

Universe of the study 

Preetipur, Chowdhurypara village is in the Bongaon Development Block in Kamrup district 

of Assam. This block is situated at a distance of 57 kms from the capital Dispur, Guwahati. It is in 

the west of the Kamrup district. It consists of four gaon panchayats and fifty three revenue villages. 

The topography of this block is both plains and hilly. The river Kalahi and Kharkhari are the two 

main rivers. National Highway 37 cuts through the middle of this block which is the main road for 

communication. From the highway, Preetipur, Chowdhurypara is 2 kms away connected by an all-

weather road. The practicing religion of the village is Islam. Economically, they are mainly 

involved in small scale trade and business besides agriculture. The study area‟s population 

constitutes of ‘Asamiya Musalman’. They have been living there for centuries as they are the early 

settlers of the land and Assamese is their mother tongue (Das, 2014). According to 2001 census 

24.78 per cent Muslim population is there in the Kamrup district, Assam. 

Findings 

Socio-economic Background 

The socio-economic backgrounds of the women were enquired to understand their social as 

well as economic position in terms of taking decisions of their reproductive rights. All the women 

participated in the study were practicing Muslims. Majority (14 out of 15 women interviewed) of 

the women were „stay at home mothers‟ and their mother tongue was Assamese. Only one woman 

was working as a daily wage earner. 

Majority of them got married before 18 years, in most cases soon after their first menstrual 

cycle. The decisions to get married were taken by their parents and they did not have any say in 

terms of selecting their husbands. One of the woman said “I got married when I was 14 years old. 

My parents decided my marriage. My husband married again. We are living in the same house, 

however our kitchens are separate”. Another woman said, “In our custom we do not get to fix our 
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marriage. In most of the cases marriages are fixed by our parents. I was only 15 years old when I 

got married and it was arranged by my parents”.  

Out of 15 women, 9 of them had studied up to middle school (7th standard). However, none 

of them finished the 10th standard. Majority of women participated in the study had a family 

income below 4000/- INR per month. The interviewees did not have any cultivable land except the 

‘basti’
i
. All of the women‟s spouses were earning their livelihood from small scale trade like selling 

garments in the local market, vegetable vendors, running a tea stall, etc. None of the women 

interviewed owned any landed property in their maternal as well as nuptial place. One of them said, 

“We are supposed to have property but who will give us?” 

Reproductive History 

During FGD women were helping each other to recall the difficulties they went through 

during pregnancy and child births. During the interview, it was found that 15 women and their 

partners were not using any contraceptives. When asked whether the husband is using any 

contraceptive one woman said, “Here men do not use any contraceptives”. One of the participants 

echoed the same saying “Men do not like to use any contraceptives, they do not like it”. Although 

the women have heard of the contraceptives available in the market, they did not have access to 

practical information on the contraceptive methods. The health personnel had never given any 

information on side effects of the available contraceptives.  

As none of the women were using any contraceptives to avoid unwanted pregnancy, they 

underwent abortions. Before abortions, the women tried to terminate their unwanted pregnancy by 

ingesting a tablet easily available in the local chemist‟s shop. The pill costs them INR 500/-.  After 

taking the pill, some women experienced spontaneous miscarriage. Those who did not have 

spontaneous miscarriages, they went to the private doctors for abortions. Some of them shared the 

experiences of bleeding profusely after the abortion. One of them bled for three months after her 

operation. None of them underwent any medical help for the bleeding after the abortions. All the 

interviewees opted for abortion at least once. The reasons behind their abortions were: firstly, not 

wanting more children, secondly, economic reasons and thirdly, narrow gap between two 

pregnancies. One of the women (30 years old) said “I have three children and I had four (4) 

abortions. We did not want more children and after the first child I conceived within 6 months. My 

husband never used any contraceptives and neither me”. Another one who is 27 years old having 

three children have gone for five (5) times abortions. She said, “My pregnancies were narrowly 

spaced and my husband said we do not have enough money to support so many of them. Therefore, 

he asked me to go for abortions”. 
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The women shared that when they approached help from the government doctors, they 

never got it. They said that in the government hospitals in most cases doctors were unavailable and 

the process was lengthy. They shared that they did not have time to keep visiting the government 

hospitals. In fact, one of the women said that her sister- in- law gave birth in the ambulance as the 

doctor in the health center had turned her down saying she was not ready to deliver her child yet. 

On the way back home, she gave birth and they carried the new born child and mother holding both 

of them. Later, the umbilical cord had to be cut in the house with a kitchen knife. Though 

economically it was difficult for them, they preferred to go to the private practitioners for all their 

health problems. The attitude and behavior of the government health personnel was the main reason 

for them not to seek help of the government services. Majority of the women shared that the 

Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs) did not visit them. To get the free government services, the 

mid-wives asked for bribes. 

Violation of Reproductive Rights 

First, the women said that they did not have any say when it came to procreation. As a 

married couple, their husbands took the decision of how many children they wanted. In fact, all the 

women interviewed got pregnant and gave birth within the first year of their marriage. If the 

husbands felt that they did not need another pregnancy, it was the woman‟s duty to get rid of the 

fetus. However, if the husbands wanted the pregnancy to continue the women had to endure it. 

While sharing one of them said, “I did not take any decision in terms of how many children and 

when to have. It is the decision of my husband”. Another one added, “I have two children, now my 

husband is pressurizing me to have more. I do not want, however I will have it. Otherwise he may 

marry again and it is our customs that we have more than two children. I feel scared at times as he 

will give ‘talaq
ii
’ if I do not listen to him”.  

Second, the women interviewed did not have any access to contraceptive measures. Though 

they had heard of available contraceptive measures, they have never used it. Regarding this one of 

them said, “We have heard of the contraceptives but never used it. My husband did not allow me to 

use it. He said it is not essential.” 

Third, the women shared that they could not say no to „forced and unprotected sex‟ as they 

have to do their wifely duties. There were some who conceived due to unprotected sex and sought 

abortion to get rid of the unwanted pregnancy. While sharing about forced and unprotected sex one 

of the women whose husband married for the second time said “He forces himself on me, I do not 

know what to do, so I cry. Sometimes he beats me up”. Another one said “Man wants their wife to 

do her duty. My husband also forces himself on me.  At times I do not want it; I have to do my 
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duty!” There was one woman who conceived after forced and unprotected sex and she aborted the 

fetus.   

Fourth, the women shared that men did not require using any contraception as it will not 

make the men „happy‟ and depriving them of „sexual pleasure‟. Therefore, they have never asked 

their husbands to use any contraceptives. Regarding this one of the women said, “My husband told 

me he wouldn‟t feel the pleasure if uses Nirodh
iii

.” Another one added, “Contraceptives will not 

give them pleasure. Operation makes the men weak”. 

Fifth, for any kind of decision regarding their general and reproductive health the 

interviewed women depended on their husbands and in-laws. Whenever, their husbands or the in-

laws felt the need that they require medical attention than they were allowed to visit a doctor. Some 

of them also shared that they had faced violence (physical as well as psychological) in the hands of 

their husbands and in-laws. Regarding this one of them shared, “After marriage everything about 

me is decided by my husband and his parents. It is them who look after me, so I do whatever they 

ask me to do. If I do not listen to my husband, he slaps me. He has a second wife but I can‟t say 

anything, he might throw me out. Where will I go?” 

Case Study 

Ms. Meharunnisa Bibi , 25 years, Daily wage earner 

“I am an illiterate and never went to school. I got married at the age of fifteen. In the 

beginning of our marriage, things were alright. I conceived immediately. I never went to the doctor 

when I became pregnant. However, my husband took me to the hospital when I was seven months 

pregnant. I did not know what they did there as I became unconscious there and then when we came 

back home I went into labor and gave birth to a dead child. I was sad for my dead child. I was not 

keeping well, soon I conceived again. My second child was born at home without any trained 

assistance; my mother was there to help me with the delivery of the child. I went to my parent‟s 

place for the delivery of my child. I remained there for some time as I was very weak to return to 

my in-law‟s place. My husband used to visit me in my parents place. When I became pregnant for 

the third time my husband forced me to have an abortion. My husband married for the second time 

while I was carrying my second child.  At that time I was living with my parents; so, I did not know 

anything about his second marriage. I accepted it, a second marriage is allowed in our religion. 

When I returned from my natal home my in-laws and husband did not want me back, I went to the 

village head and the religious leader for help but no one helped me. They said it was a family 

matter. Still I came back to live in the house, they threw me out.  
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From the beginning there was violence, including my father in-law and brother in-law. 

They used to beat me up for small reasons.  In fact they were molesting me. Now I am living 

separately with my son. I suffered a lot.” 

(She broke down several times while talking. I asked her if she wanted to stop we can stop, 

however, she wanted to talk as she felt she needed to ventilate it after so many years of sufferings). 

Conclusion  

During the study, it was found that women were facing structural violence in the name of 

culture and custom. The majority of women did not have any say on the selection of their spouses, 

got married before the legal age of 18 years followed by an immediate motherhood. As discussed 

earlier, these cultural practices were gender specific, hindering their potentials at an early age. 

The participants of the study also shared their worst fear of triple talaq. They felt trapped in the 

vicious cycle of societal norms where husbands could treat them anyway they felt like. They could 

not protest even if their husbands were getting married for the second or third time, which is 

allowed in Islam. All women were scared that they had to leave their matrimonial house if they did 

not comply with the dictates of their husbands and in-laws. Living in fear for getting a ‘talaq’ was 

visible and voiced by the women of Preetipur, which raises the basic issue of living a life with fear. 

During the study it was found that all the women and their partners were not using any 

contraceptives to avoid unwanted pregnancies. This finding verified the fact that they showed lower 

rates of any form of contraceptive use in the country. All the women interviewed had gone through 

induced abortions to avoid unwanted pregnancies.  The women‟s reproductive decision-making was 

controlled by their husbands. The study revealed that women were not allowed to complete their 

formal education. After marriage they were deprived of a livelihood, which in turn made them more 

vulnerable. The concept of rights never formed in their lives. Though some of them knew they were 

entitled to certain rights, they felt they could not assert it due to their circumstance. All the women 

interviewed knew that they were entitled to property rights however none of them had any property 

in their names.  

One of the objectives of the study was to find out how reproductive rights were violated 

through structural violence. The findings showed that women‟s reproductive rights were violated as 

they were not taken into consideration as to how many children they wanted and when they wanted. 

The reproductive rights of the women were violated as repeatedly they got pregnant and went for 

abortions. Some of them did not even receive the required attention after the abortions. The women 

interviewed had experienced both physical and psychological trauma. These violations were not 

seen but experienced by the women, where they were subjected to the decisions of their spouses. 
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The state has also failed in terms of providing the required health care facilities to these women. As 

expressed by the participants the government doctors were not available whenever they went to the 

health center. Even the ANM was not visiting the village which is mandatory under National Rural 

Health Mission (NRHM).  

Globally, women‟s movements have been to some extent successful addressing the direct 

violence and abuse against women. Unfortunately, the structural violence remains invisible and it is 

pandemic in nature. Controlling women‟s sexual and reproductive decision-making, their access to 

health care or their adherence to medications had an adverse health effects on both women and 

children. Reproductive rights are human rights. To realize these rights, there is an urgent need to 

address the structural violence prevailing among the participants. In fact, this group of women was 

doubly marginalized as they belonged to a minority community, because of their gender and 

customs prevailing in the society. They also lacked education and livelihood, which the 2001 

census of the state corroborates. The fear of losing their matrimonial residence was another silent 

feature found among this group of women. It shows the systematic control women face as it was 

discussed in the introduction section. The findings show the acceptance among the participants of 

their conditions. Therefore, one needs to understand the role structural violence has been playing in 

attaining their rights especially their reproductive rights. 
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i
 A small plot of land with the residence. 
ii
 Talaq is the word used in Islamic Law for divorce. If there is “triple talaq” it is an irrevocable divorce. 

iii
 Brand name of condom.  
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