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EDITORIAL

It is an honour and a huge responsibility to be assigned the Chief 
Editorship of Intellection. The journal started its modest journey almost a 
decade ago in 2013, and we are going to celebrate its tenth anniversary 
soon. I am humbled that the Barak Education Society reposed its faith in 
me to carry the baton at this crucial juncture of this publication. I am 
thankful to the outgoing editorial team for continuing to raise the journal's 
standard. The new editorial team will strive to maintain and improve the 
benchmark set by our predecessors. I solicit the usual cooperation of all 
the members of the Society

We are passing through a transition period after the global pandemic that 
accosted us during the last two years. Researchers, especially those 
depending on fieldwork, were halted by the series of lockdowns in various 
parts of the world. As social science researchers, many of us were just 
stranded in the middle of our multiple projects. With our institutions 
closed and support staff working from home, the corridors of our 
department were painfully forlorn and silent for months together. As the 
usual hustle and bustle return to our campuses, we immediately brought 
out this back volume edition with the long-pending papers. I am indebted 
to all the authors who waited patiently to see their papers published in 
Intellection and continued to cooperate with us over the last many months.

I want to take this opportunity to share my vision for the journal moving 
to the next level. The accreditation and ranking of the journal are at the top 
of our agenda now. Intellection was a UGC listed journal in the past, but 
we lost track of UGC's updating process to prepare a new CARE system. 
Our first attempt will be to regain the UGC's recognition. I am happy that 
two central universities of the Northeast – Assam University and Sikkim 
University have supported our application to UGC to enlist the journal in 
the forthcoming review of the CARE list. I am sure that authors writing 
for this journal will need this certification to get due credit for their 
publications. If we successfully get re-listed by the UGC, more scholars 
will be interested in sending their manuscripts to us.



Members and benefactors of the Barak Education Society continued to 
publish this journal from their limited resources and continue to do so. 
But perhaps it is time to look for publishing partners so that the journal 
attains greater sustainability in years to come. Several reputed publishers 
have shown interest in this journal, and we are in the process of finalising 
a suitable arrangement which will retain the legacy of Barak Education 
Society and, at the same time, enhance its visibility, branding and 
outreach in the academia.

I am very much interested in expediting the next two issues in 2022 with 
timely decisions on the manuscript we received and preventing 
unnecessary delays, resubmissions, and multiple rounds of review. I will 
need your usual cooperation in this effort – both from the authors and 
our esteemed reviewers. Last but certainly not least, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank Dr Tanushree Kulshreshtha, the talented associate 
of mine at the Indian Institute of Management Kashipur who has joined 
the team as the Assistant Editor and worked hard to bring out this back 
issue. I would also like to thank our distinguished editorial board 
members and reviewers, without whom we would not be able to publish 
our journal. I am sure the members and office-bearers of the Barak 
Education Society will continue to support us as the journal grows 
further. I also hope that readers continue to submit their excellent 
scholarships to the journal as we welcome submissions in the coming 
days. 

K M Baharul Islam
Professor and Chair 

Centre of Excellence in Public Policy and Government 
Indian Institute of Management Kashipur

Uttarakhand 244713 India
Email: ceditbes@gmail.com 
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An Application of Discriminant Function Analysis in 
Small Area Estimation

Ankuri Agarwal
Academic Associate (Strategy), Indian Institute of Management Kashipur, India

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to discuss the external factors such as 
flood, deforestation, use of toxic chemicals which affects the time series data for 
small area estimation. For considering the short run fluctuations we proposed 
Discriminant Functional Analysis for obtaining small area estimates. We also 
proposed scaled down estimator for obtaining the estimates at small level. The 
performance of proposed model has been demonstrated with the help of empirical 
study and concluded that the impact of various local effects has been improved by 
the proposed methodology.
Keywords: Small area Estimation, Discriminant function analysis, Regression 
models.

Introduction

In recent time various development programs in India are based on micro level 
planning. This has led to increasing demand for small area statistics. Small 
sizes are challenging in survey analysis for subpopulations. An approach in 
which survey estimates are improved via covariate information is adopted in 
the present study.

According to Pfeffermann (2002) small area estimation is a procedure to 
produce reliable estimates in survey utilizing covariates. Rao (2003) has given 
a comprehensive overview on cross- sectional repeated measure data in a SAE 
context. Singh (1968) developed some methodologies for estimating the crop 
yield at block level using a double sampling approach, but his methodologies 
have certain physical constraints. Prasad et al. (1999) proposed optimal block 
designs for diallel cross experiments for estimating the general combining 
ability effects. Some general methods of construction of universally optimal 
block designs were given for both proper as well as non-proper settings.

Sisodia and Sigh (2001) first advocated for a scale down approach. This 
approach involved scaling down the available district level estimates of crop 
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production at block level. Sharma et al. (2004) proposed estimators to estimate 
the crop yield at the gram Panchayats level using eye estimate and farmers 
appraisal in the frame of sample survey. Singh et al. (2012) proposed multiple 
regression models between time series data on crop yield and related three 
auxiliary variables at district level, assuming that the same set of auxiliary 
variables are also available at block level. Tiwari and Agarwal (2017) used 
ANN methodology to predict district level prediction of rice production in 
Uttarakhand, India and concluded that the estimates of district level rice 
production obtained from MLR model are far away from their actual district 
level rice production as compared to the estimated production obtained 
through the proposed ANN model.Impact of favorable (or unfavorable) 
environment during the period of crop production or due to intervention of 
certain technological advancements, there are considerable fluctuations in the 
linear growth trend of time series data on crop production in short run. In the 
present study an application of discriminant functional analysis is done for 
considering the short–run fluctuations in crop yield. This is done by dividing the 
time series data on crop yield into three groups, namely, normal, abnormal and 
congenial year. The discriminant function analysis can be carried out for these 
three groups using auxiliary variables. If the estimated discriminant function 
can be able to classify these three groups approximately, then discriminant 
scores are obtained from the discriminant functions. These discriminant scores 
can be used as independent variables for the study.

The present article is organized as follows: In section 1.1 the prediction 
approach of Tiwari and Agarwal (2017) is described briefly. Methodology 
based on discriminant function analysis is explained in section 1.2. An 
empirical study is conducted in section 1.3 to examine the relative merits of the 
methodology due to Tiwari and Agarwal (2017) and proposed methodology. 
Further discussion and conducting remarks are presented in section 1.4.

Prediction Approach

Tiwari and Agarwal (2017) proposed a predictive approach for the estimation 
of crop production at block level. They developed artificial neural network for 
small area estimation and used Montgomery and peck (1982) decomposition 
of weight to produce block level estimates of crop production.

Artificial Neural Network (ANN) Model

The ANN is an information-processing system that consists of a graph 
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representing the processing system as well as various algorithms that access 
that graph. Similarly, as human brain, the Neural Network (NN) consists 
of many connected processing elements. The NN is structure as a directed 
graph with many nodes (processing element) and arcs (interconnection) 
between them.

To develop ANN model, the data set consists of input variables and an 
output variable. The input variable represents the related parameters that 
influence the production of the commodity under study. In order to get 
the best outcome from the network model, the data must be expressed in a 
deterministic way by dividing the collected data into three parts, namely,

Training set: Used to adjust the weights on the neural network.

Validation set: Used for the verification of the network.

Test set: Used for the prediction, from where the prediction accuracy is 
determined.

The training data presented to an ANN are randomly partitioned into two 
samples, one for adjusting the weight in the ANN model and another for 
testing the accuracy of the ANN model during the training process. The testing 
sample is used to prevent over fitting, which occur if an ANN begins to model 
sample specific characteristics of the training data that are not representative of 
the population from which the data was drawn.

In ANN approach, the model is based on the system of human neurology 
and power of neural network lies in the fact that it has an ability to represent 
both linear and nonlinear relationships and to learn these relationships directly 
from the data being modeled. The word network in ANN model refers to 
the interconnection between the neurons. These neurons act like parallel 
processing units. An artificial neuron is a unit that performs a simple operation 
on its inputs and imitates the function of neurons. The mathematical form of 
this model is represented as,

= Σ +j jk kj ky x w b

where yk = response variable

Xj = auxiliary variable

bk = bias term and

wkj = synaptic weight of k th neuron of jth auxiliary variable.
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Multilayer feed forward artificial neural networks are multivariate statistical 
models used to relate m predictor variable to n response variables. The model 
has several layers, each consisting of either the original or some constructed 
variables. The most common structure involves three layers: the input layer 
consists of the original predictors, the hidden layer is comprised of a set of 
constructed variables, and the output layer is made up of the responses. Each 
variable in a layer is called a node. The transformation function is either sigmoid 
or linear and is known as activation function or transfer function. ANN model 
includes a set of synapses that can be characterized by a weight. The weight 
associated with each synapse is known as synaptic weight.

Montgomery and Peck (1982) Scale down approach for small area 
estimation. Multiple regression analysis is a multivariate statistical technique 
use to examine the relationship between a single dependent variable and a set of 
independent variables, whose values are known to predict the single dependent 
variable. Several MLR methodologies for estimation of crop production at Block 
(Panchayat) level have been made. Panse et al. (1966) introduced two phase 
sampling to provide crop yield estimates. Singh (1968) introduced the method 
of double sampling in agriculture. Stasny et al. (1991) presented a technical 
report on county estimates of wheat production in Ohio state university, Ohio. 
Sisodia and Singh (2001) developed an estimator for crop production at block 
level using crop cutting and other related information at district level. Sisodia 
and Singh (2012) described scale down approach using MLR model to obtain 
block level estimates from the district level crop production as follows:

Let the model is

=

= b + b + e∑0
1

p

i j ij i
j

y x (1)

where Yi is the crop production in the ith year (i =1, 2, ..., n), Xij is the value 
of j th auxiliary variable (j =1, 2, ..., p) in the i th year, b = b b b′ 0 1( , , ... ... ..., )p  
is the vector of unknown parameters and ei is error term. It is assumed that ei 
follows normal distribution with mean 0 and variance s2. Let the fitted model 
be denoted as

=

= b + b∑0
1

p

i j ij
J

Y x (2)

Where Yˆj ‘s are the least square estimate of Y j ‘s (j = 0, 1, 2, …, P) and Yˆ is the
estimated crop production in the ith year. i
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J
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Where Yˆj ‘s are the least square estimate of Y j ‘s (j = 0, 1, 2, …, P) and Yˆ is the
estimated crop production in the ith year. i

Following Montgomery and Peck (1982), the sum of square due to 
regression is decomposed to define weight for the contribution in the model, 
given by 

=j

sumof squaredueto jth auxiliary variable
w

sumof square due to regression

Using these weights, an estimator of crop production for a block in a given 
year is constructed as follows:

= =ˆ [ ( )] ; 1, 2 ..... ..,q j jY w x q Y q Q

where Q is the total number of blocks in the given district and x (q) is the value 
of jth auxiliary variable in qth block in the given year and Y is the estimated 
average yield of a crop based on the fitted model (2) in the same year.

Methodology Based on Discriminant Function Analysis

Short run fluctuations in the crop production can be capture in the model 
by applying discriminant function analysis. The fluctuations are due to many 
effecting factors like weather conditions, technological development during 
some specific year in the time series data and because of some highly managed 
input factors. Discriminant function methodology includes the classification of 
the time series data into three groups, namely, abnormal, normal and congenial. 
Discriminant function analysis using the auxiliary variable related to crop yield 
can be performed for these three groups to get classification results and to 
validate the preceding classification. When classification results ensure that the 
discriminant scores obtained from discriminant function would be capturing 
the short-term fluctuations in the crop yields, then these scores are used as 
independent variables instead of auxiliary variables as such in a regression 
model at district level for development of estimators at block level.

Let Yi be the crop yield for the ith year (i= 1, 2, 3... n) at the state level, 
which are available from CCE. Let Xij be the value of jth auxiliary variable 
related to Yi (j=1, 2... p). It is also assumed that Xij’s are also known at the 
district level. The grouping of time series data on crop production has been 
made on the basis of ± .y s d . where y  is the mean and s.d is the standard 
deviation of Y values for n- years. The crop yield up to .y s d−  forms the 
abnormal group, the crop yield between .y s d−  and  forms the normal group 
and crop yield above ± .y s d  forms the congenial group.
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These three groups are coded as 1, 2, and 3 respectively, and Fishers 
discriminant function analysis is carried out using time series data on Xij’s. In 
this case, we get two discriminant functions for three groups as-

= + + + +1 11 1 12 2 1
ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ... p pdds a l x l x l x (3)

= + + + +2 21 1 22 2 2
ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ... p pdds a l x l x l x (4)

Where ˆ
kjl  are estimated coefficient of Xj’s (k=1, 2 and j=1, 2, ... , p) and 

ˆ
ka  are estimated constants for the preceding discriminant function. Two sets 

of discriminant scores using Xj’s(j=1, 2..., p) each consisting of n observations 
can be computed. Using these sets of scores dds1 and dds2, we fit the following 
model by least square technique at the district level.

= b +b +b + e
=

0 1 1 2 2

1,2,... .,
i i i iY dds dds for i

n
(5)

Where Yi is the crop yield for the ith year based on CCE’s, ′b = b b b0 1 2( , , )  

is a vector of unknown model parameters and ei is the error term assumed to 
follow independently normal distribution with mean zero and variance. We 
denote the fitted model as-


 = b +b +b0 1 1 2 2

ˆ
i ilY dds dds (6)

Similarly, using the same code 1, 2 and 3 for these three populations at 
block level also, Fishers’ discriminant function is carried out for each block. 
The Anderson’s classification function using Fisher’s discriminant function at 
block level can be expressed as

= + + + +1 1 1 1 2 2
ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ...q q q qp pddqs a l x l x l x (7)

= + + + +2 2 1 1 2 2
ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ...q q q qp pddqs a l x l x l x (8)

The discriminant scores can be obtained for any given year i of interest 
(i=1, 2 …,n) using the preceding functions. These scores can directly be used in 
the fitted model for predicting the crop yield for the qth block in a given year 
of interest. Let Yˆ be the predicted crop yield for the qth block in a given year 
of interest, and it will be given by

= b +b +b


0 1 1 2 2
ˆ ˆ ˆ

qY dbqs dbqs
(9)
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The estimator of Zq (at qth block) is therefore, given by

=ˆ ˆ
q q qZ A Y

(10)

where Aq is the area under the crop in the qth block in that given year. The 
estimator ˆ

qZ  is the unbiased estimator of Zq as

= = =ˆ ˆ( ) ( ) ( )q q q q q qE Z A Y Z Because E Y Y fromthe fitted model

The variance of ˆ
qZ  is given by

−′ ′= s2 2 1ˆ( ) ( )q q q qV Z A c X X c

Where s2 is the residual variance corresponding to the regression model 
and X is the matrix at the district level given by

 
 

=  
 
 

11 12

21 22

1

1
1
1 n nq

dds dds
X dds dds

dds dds

and X’ is the transpose of X matrix. cq is a column vector of discriminant 
scores for a given year at the qth block level denoted as

‘q = [1 ddq1ddq2]

Where Z is the crop production for the district level through CCE’s in the 
given year. Therefore, a new scaled estimator Zq is given by

=ˆ ˆ
q q qZ a Z

Where aq is least square adjustment factor such that

=Σ =1
ˆQ

q qZ Z    or    =Σ =1
ˆQ

q q qa Z Z

 Obtaining by minimizing the sum of squared difference between Zq and 
ˆ

qZ   subject to the condition that =Σ =1
ˆ .Q

q q qa Z Z  These results in

=+ −Σ
= 1 ˆ1 ( )

ˆ

Q
q q

q
q

z z
a

QZ
 and the resultant scaled estimator is

=− Σ
= +

1
ˆ

ˆ
ˆ

Q
q q

q q
q

Z Z
Z Z

QZ
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This scaled estimator will be used for estimating crop-production at the 
qth block. Here two types of methodological difference were introduced. First 
is in obtaining Zˆq, which is based on the technique of discriminant function 
analysis and Second, a new scaled down estimator is used for obtaining the 
production at small level.

An Empirical Illustration

An empirical study has been carried out to illustrate the proposed methodology 
based on discriminant function analysis. The time series data on Yi(rice production) 
and related auxiliary variables (Xij), that is, the total under production in hac(X1), 
irrigated area under production in hac(X2) and the fertilizer consumption in kg/ 
hac (X3) pertaining to the period of 1990-91 to 2002-03 for the Uttarakhand 
state of India were taken from bulletin of Agricultural Statistics, published by the 
government of Uttarakhand, India. The time series data on the auxiliary variables 
X1, X2 and X3 are also available at the district level for the same period, and 
were utilized for the estimation of rice production at the district level. The study 
has carried out using methodology due to Tiwari and Agarwal(2017) and the 
proposed methodology based on discriminant function analysis.

Results based on the Methodology due to Tiwari and Agarwal (2017)

Various numbers of hidden layers and numbers of processing units in hidden 
layers of the neural network topology were tested to find out the right 
combination of processing units and a number of hidden layers in order to 
solve the problem. The ANN model was developed by using statistical software 
SPSS with two hidden layers. Linear trend gives the value of R square as 0.98. 
General Network information of the ANN (2, 3) model is shown in Table 5.1

Table 5.1 General Network Information of  ANN (2,3) Model
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Table 5.2 
Independent Variable Importance

Importance Normalized Importance
TA .307 86.9%
IA .354 100.0%
F1 .339 95.9%

For developing this model sigmoid function is used as an activation 
function for hidden layer H1 and H2 and Identity function for the output 
layer. In ANN (2, 3) three parameters, i.e. total area (TA), irrigated area (IA), 
and fertilizer used (F1) are included in the study to predict the 

From Table 5.2, it is clear that irrigated area under Rice production (IA) 
has maximum importance as compare to other auxiliary variables. Irrigated area 
under Rice production shows 100% normalized importance in the proposed 
ANN model.

On the basis of obtained data related to the production of rice and various 
auxiliary variables, the production of rice at district level was estimated by using 
artificial neural network model. The actual value and the estimated value of rice 
production in year 2001 using ANN model has been represented in Table 5.3.

Table 5.3 
Actual and estimated value of  rice production in year 2001
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Table 5.3 represents the district level estimated value of the rice production 
using ANN (2, 3) model. Performance of ANN (2, 3) model by using three 
statistical indexes as, R2 values, Mean Square Error (MSE) and by Root Mean 
square value (RMSE) were represented in Table 5.4.

Table 5.4 
Values of  Statistical Indexes

Model MSE RMSE R2

ANN (2,3) Model 2.598E6 1611.831 0.989

The district estimates obtain from ANN (2, 3) has been found to be close 
to the actual production. However, in a few districts (represented in bold in 
Table 5.3) the estimates are not close to actual production, probably because 
of local effects of the districts, like the impact of climate change and land 
degradation which may not be uniformly similar across the districts. The effect 
of such fluctuations in the time series data can be captured in the model by 
applying discriminant function analysis.

Result based on discriminant function analysis

Using the methodology based on discriminant function analysis, an empirical 
study has been carried out accordingly. The time series data on yield of rice 
crop for the year 1 0-200 have been c assified into three groups (i) abnorma 
group (ii) norma group and (iii) congenia group he va ues of Y and s.d of 15 
years of crop yield data have been computed to be as 45537.29 quintal and 
20498.23 quintal respectively.

Group of abnormal years (code 1): the year having crop production up to 
25039.16 quintal.

Group of normal years (code 2): the years having crop production between 
25039.16 and 66035.52 quintal.

Group of congenial years (code 3): the years having crop production equal 
to or greater than 66035.52 quintal.

The discriminant function analysis considering X1, X2, and X3 as 
discriminating factors has been carried out at both state and district levels. The 
following multiple linear regression model at state level is postulated as:

= b +b +b + e0 1 1 2 2i iY dds dds
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Where Yiis the rice production, dds1i and dds2iare discriminant scores 
obtained from two discriminant function for the ithyear (i= 1, 2,..., n) at 
district level, b0, b1 and b2 are the model parameters and ei is an error term 
assumed to be follow NID (0, s2). The model (11) is fitted with the data by 
least square technique. Let the fitted model be denoted as

= b +b +b0 1 1 2 2iY dds dds

The estimates of regression coefficients, their standard error and the value 
of coefficient of determination (R2) are given in Table 5.5

Table 5.5 
Estimate of  Regression Coefficient, their Standard Error and 

Coefficient of  Determination
Var	 Reg.	Coefficient	 St.	Error	 R-Square

dds1 12431.0021 1227E12 95.5

dds2 –512932.321 43216.012 97.2

Constant 12983.18 11527.12 92.2

It can be observed from the Table 5.5 that the first discriminant score dds1 
showed a positive significant effect on the production. However, the second 
discriminant score showed a negative effect but not a significant one. The value 
of R2 was found to be greater than 92%.

The fitted model 13 was directly used to predict the district level production 
Yqusing the discriminant scores dbqs1 and dbqs2for the qth block (qk=1, 
2,…, Q) in the year 2001, let the predicted rice production of the qth block 
be denoted as Yˆ given by

The rice production estimate for the qth block is, therefore obtained by 
Zˆq , where Aq is the area under rice production in qth block during the 
year 2001. The block estimates of rice production based on Zˆiq with percent 
standard error were computed. The result is presented in Table 5.6. 

The result presented in Table 5.6 shows that the district estimates 
obtain from discriminant function have been found to be close to the actual 
production. The percent standard error of the district estimates ranged in 
general to a maximum of 1.99 %, except for Bageshwar, where it has found to 
be about 3.13 %. The percent standard error of the estimates has found to be 
smaller in general as compared to Zˆq. Therefore, based on percent S.E of the 
district estimates, the estimator.
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Table 5.6 
Estimates of  Rice Production in 2001 at District level using 

Discrimant Analysi

Discussion and Concluding Remarks

The results of the Table 5.3 and Table 5.6 reveals that the district estimates 
of the rice production have much closer when discriminant function analysis 
is used. It is also obvious from the results of the Table 5.6 that the scaled 
estimator performed better in view of having low % S.E.

On the basis of results, the specific concluding remarks are as follows

1. Impact of various local effects has been improved by the proposed
methodology based on discriminant analysis.

2. Proposed estimator has been found to be more efficient for producing
the reliable estimates of rice production at district level.

However, the accuracy of the estimates of rice production at district level 
can future be improved if information on some other covariates like soil type, 
land type, weather parameters, and many more are used in the model.
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Abstract: The general performance of the Indian handloom industry shows that 
it is not moving in a good condition in spite of the importance and role it has 
to play in respect of employment, production and exports in the economy. The 
handlooms differ in mode of production and their products are heterogeneous 
in nature. Each region has a well-defined product identity and they find specific 
niches in foreign markets. This study exclusively concentrates on the handloom 
industry in the Kannur district of Kerala state, the district is recognized as ‘Town 
of Export Excellence’. From the employment point of view, co-operative sector 
has great significance. The handloom industry in Kerala is dominated by the co-
operative sector. Taking a sample of 20 percent of the total handloom cooperative 
units in the district, the handloom industry is analyzed. The methodology used is 
both descriptive and analytical. The study also makes use of a survey to identify 
the problems faced by the handloom industry in the global scenario and to make 
some policy implications. Analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats of handloom industry revealed several competitive advantages that 
the industry possesses over its rivals as well as some areas of weakness that can be 
improved. 

Introduction

Industrialization contributes to economic development; hence there is a general 
consensus on the need for accelerating the pace of industrial growth as a means 
to achieve overall economic development of a region. Industrialization in the 
economy should be accompanied by creation of employment opportunities. 
This can be achieved only if the basic and traditional industries are suitably 
planned and executed. 

Achievement of full employment has been the prime objective of Indian 
economic planning since independence. This has serious implications, as our 
economy is characterized by widespread unemployment crisis. Handloom 
sector has a great potential in this regard by sustaining and providing gainful 
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employment to millions of people especially among the weaker sections of the 
population including a substantial number of SC/ST and women.

The performance of the Indian textile industry, especially handloom 
industry shows that it is not moving in a smooth manner in spite of the 
importance it has to play in respect of employment, production and export 
contributions in the economy. Analyzing and thereby overcoming the 
weaknesses and constraints in the Indian handloom industry will be able to 
effectively exploit the opportunities posed by the new global regime based 
up on its key strengths. The sector is indeed, capable of exponential growth, 
with proper identification of its needs, a reasonable level of resource input and 
structural attention. A concerted effort is to be made through the schemes 
and programmes to enhance production, productivity and efficiency of the 
handloom sector and to improve the income and socio-economic status of the 
weavers. Any initiative in this direction requires a detailed study of the sector. 
Eliminating the constraints in the growth path of the handloom industry and 
utilizing the possible opportunities, strengths and the desirable circumstances 
to the maximum extent, ensure its growth and expansion, which will act as 
a propulsive force for attaining industrial development in the economy. The 
programmed formulation of this sector is to be based on regional specificities. 
Keeping in view of these problems and realizing the necessity for a region-
specific study, this study is undertaken.

The major objectives of the study are:

• To examine the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the
handloom industry in Kannur District.

• To identify the problems and factors those hinder the development of
the handloom industry in the district.

Methodology

In an era of globalization, we face floods of imports of textiles from other 
countries. In this context, the regional specialization of handlooms is a critical 
factor. The handlooms differ in mode of production and their products are 
heterogeneous in nature. The studies based on aggregate data do not reflect the 
radical diversity of handlooms. And unfortunately, it is often such aggregate 
data, which form the basis in attempts to formulate policies for the sector. 
This study exclusively concentrates on the handloom industry in the Kannur 
district, the district is recognized as ‘Town of Export Excellence’.
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Under non-household sector, the industry is set up either by co-operative 
sector or by entrepreneurial sector. From the employment point of view, co-
operative sector has great significance. The co-operatisation of the industry 
helps to improve the socio-economic conditions of the workers and also helps 
to gain from the subsidy schemes and handloom development programmes 
of the government. The handloom industry in Kerala is dominated by the co-
operative sector with 98 percent of looms [Economic Review, 2018]. Taking 
a sample of 20 percent of the total handloom cooperative units in the district, 
the handloom industry is analyzed. The samples are selected using stratified 
random sampling method. Apart from the data maintained by the respective 
sample units, the study also makes use of the qualitative data obtained from 
the workers, administrators, owners by administering questionnaire and 
conducting face to face interviews. Discussions and personal interviews with 
the members, officials, administrators, labours and experts of the industrial 
units helped in the conduct of an analysis and in identifying the constraints 
faced by the sector in the district.

Analysis of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of handloom 
industry will be revealed its competitive advantages that the industry possesses 
over its rivals as well as some areas of weakness that need special attention.

The methodology used is both descriptive and analytical. The study 
also makes use of a survey to identify the problems faced by the handloom 
industry in the global scenario and to make some policy implications. The 
crucial problems and constraints that prevent the growth of the industry will 
be identified. The problems can be stated based up on its priority from the 
point of view of sample units. After analyzing the problems of all sample 
units, the major problems common to the Kannur handloom industry can be 
identified.

Analysis of Handloom Industry in Kannur District

Kannur, popularly known as ‘Handloom City of Kerala’ is the major handloom 
producing district in the state. It enjoys worldwide reputation in the production 
and export of handloom products. Handloom industry in the district has been 
specializing on the production of export items of furnishing materials, bed 
spreads, other made ups and home textiles and where as the rest of the districts 
are producing only traditional items. Kannur handloom shirtings, furnishing 
materials etc. occupy an important place among handloom fabrics of India. 
More than 90 percent of the handloom exports from Kerala state are also made 
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from Kannur district. Due to this priority Government of India has declared 
Kannur as the ‘Town of Export Excellence’. 

Handloom export activities from Kannur started in the early 1950s. 
During 1960s exports of Kannur district was limited to only shirtings and bed 
sheets. During seventies, items like plain coloured lungies were exported to 
Burma, Bangladesh and Ceylon. Kannur crape also had a good export market 
in Europe and USA in the seventies and Eighties. After the fall of the crape 
market, exporters started product development programmes for the creation 
of export variety items. As a result, the exporters developed upholsteries and 
other furnishing fabrics and the same was highly accepted by the markets of 
developed nations. Gradually, during nineties along with furnishing fabrics, 
handloom exporters developed various kinds of made-ups and other home 
textiles and the products gained international reputation.

The industry directly and indirectly employs thousands of people in the 
district and provides better livelihood. In the district, non-household sector has 
dominant share in terms of number of units and number of looms. Cooperative 
sector plays a key role in the non household handloom sector of the district in 
terms of employment and export contribution. According to the Permanent 
Register of SSI units in DIC, Kannur, only 37 weavers’ co operative societies 
are registered and still active in handloom production in the district and no 
reliable and updated data on the working of private handloom firms. 

In the present context, handloom industry faces many problems which 
create constraints in the growth path of the industry and hence proper 
identification of constraints is of significant. The major problems faced by the 
handloom industry are listed below:

1. Marketing problem: The absence of proper marketing strategy is the
major reason for the crises of the handloom industry. As a matter of
fact, the importance given to the field of production is not followed
in marketing. Factors that are responsible for the poor marketing
of handloom products are failure of handloom units to cater to the
changing tastes and preferences of consumers within and outside the
country and higher prices of the handloom products manufactured
within the state due to higher cost of production. Poor delivery system
and manufacturing defects in production caused by lack of appropriate
training also contributed to the market failure of handloom products.

2. Financial problem: Finance is the lifeblood of any industry. The
day to day working of a unit mainly depends up on the availability
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of working capital, which is the vital ingredient entering in to the 
entire process of production. The lack of proper funds may turn a 
progressive unit in to sick. Unsound financial position would render 
the products less competitive. The institutional sources for financing 
capital expenditure for the handloom sector are practically limited; on 
the other hand, non-institutional sources are exploitative in nature. 
Mounting liabilities towards financial institutions and mismanagement 
of available funds also deteriorates the present status of the sector.

3. Labour problem: The labours in the handloom sector are characterized by 
low remuneration, unstable employment, tedious and tensioned work.
Only aged and women labours are still engaged in handloom production
as it adds to poor productivity of the production system. In early days,
majority of handloom weavers followed their hereditary line. But, today,
new generation or younger labours are reluctant to undertake handloom
production activities. Handloom weavers are shifting to alternative
jobs due to uneconomic nature of handloom production and a part of
handloom weavers are also replacing powerlooms as against handlooms
as because of low productivity and higher cost of production. Absence of
proper training to the labours in pre-weaving and weaving activities also
aggravates the situation by resulting deterioration in quality of products
and increase in sales return.

4. Competition from power looms and mills: Handloom industry suffers
competition from power loom industry and mill sector. The power
looms and mills offer their products at lower prices with the use of
modern technology. The difference in technology too strengthens
their relative position in the competitive market. Therefore, there is an
increased demand for the products of the power loom and mill sector,
which in turn discourages the production and marketing of handloom
products.

5. Obsolete technology: The method of production followed by the
handloom industry is age-old and subjected to low productivity. As
a result of this, cost of production under handloom industry tends
to be very high and they lack diversification and extension of market.
Higher prices of handloom products may have an unfavorable impact
upon its marketing.

6. Higher cost of production: Cost of production is relatively high in the
handloom sector due to scarcity and higher prices of raw materials,
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especially yarn. The supply of yarn within the state is not sufficient to 
meet the entire production requirements of the handloom industry; 
hence it has to depend on the yarn suppliers of other states. Increased 
demand for yarn within the state tends to raise its price. Absence of 
proper infrastructures including transportation, lack of processing 
and printing equipments within the district and the use of outdated 
technology are other factors responsible for the higher cost of 
production of the industry. Higher cost of production in turn raises 
the prices of the products of the industry and discourages its mass 
consumption.

7. Higher exploitation: The evolution of master weavers and other
middlemen have created a wide gulf between the weavers and the
customers. In most cases, both of them are exploited and the ultimate
benefits are enjoyed by the middle men, who act as a marketing
channel in between them. As a result of this, the actual weavers fail
to ensure reasonable prices for their products and the products reach
the consumers at higher prices. The middle men are creating only
jobless growth in our economy as they are out sourcing products
from manufactures within and outside the state. Most of the private
handloom industrial units in the district except some units are come
across the category of such middle men as they are operating as a unit
of purchase and sale.

8. Accumulated stock: Accumulated stock is another problem faced
by the handloom industry. It is mainly due to the inability of the
firms to find proper markets in domestic and abroad. Ignorance
and conservatism of the weavers do not allow introduction of new
designs to suit modern trends, which increases the marketing problem
and there by increases the stock of finished goods. Due to the use of
obsolete technology and the absence of proper job training the units
find it hard to maintain the quality of its products. Along with this
lack of strict discipline in the delivery of the products also adds to the
accumulation of finished goods in the firms. The accumulated stock
has resulted in idle capital, capacity and low profits.

9. Lower productivity: The productivity of handloom industry is very
low in terms of labour and capital. The lower productivity is caused
by the use of outdated technology, lack of proper training to the
labours, inefficient management and low investment in fixed assets.
Lower productivity tends to decline the profitability in the handloom
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industry. In order to raise the competitiveness of the handloom 
industry, it is essential to increase its productivity both in terms of 
labour and capital and to ensure optimum utilization of factor inputs.

10. Lack of innovation: Innovation is the key strategy to compete with
the products of the low cost countries and mechanized mill and
power loom sectors. Most of the units in the handloom sector lack
innovation in products and production processes. Lack of sufficient
funds, low investment, conservatism and ignorance of weavers, lack
of information about consumer preferences, inefficient management,
lack of trained personnel and absence of research are the factors against
the innovational attempts of the handloom industry.

In order to ensure the competitiveness of the handloom industry in the 
present global scenario and also to enable its effective functioning and progress; 
the Government, apex organizations and other responsible institutions have 
a vital role to play by initiating proper measures and remedies. The revival of 
this traditional industry will act as a propulsive force for attaining industrial 
development in our economy.

Long term coordinated strategy is necessary to find a firm’s structure, focus 
and direction. The idea of matching the firms internal factors to the external 
environment putforth by Philip Selzmick in 1957 led to the emergence of 
SWOT analysis. Through the SWOT analysis the firm’s strength and weaknesses 
are assessed taking into consideration the opportunities and threats from 
the environment within which the firm operates. Analysis of the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats of handloom industry revealed several 
competitive advantages that the industry possesses over its rivals as well as some 
areas of weakness that can be improved.

SWOT Analysis 

The Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis is 
based on the information gathered from the units by way of questionnaire 
and face to face interviews and also summarizes the findings of the research 
study on related things. The internal forces amounting to strengths and 
weaknesses of the industry, the external forces of competition and threats 
that affect firms can be analysed by conducting a SWOT analysis. A SWOT 
analysis can be thought of as a balance sheet where internal strengths represent 
competitive assets, while internal weaknesses represent competitive liabilities. 
Opportunities, which are external, are outside-of-the-firm situations that can 
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be taken advantage of via strategic moves to improve a company’s competitive 
advantage over rivals. Threats, also external, on the other hand are factors that 
increase the influence exerted by competitive forces acting in the industry and 
tend to reduce a company’s profitability (Wysocki 1997).

Using SWOT analysis, a list of Strengths and Weaknesses of the handloom 
industry as indicated by an analysis of its resources and capabilities, together with 
a list of the Threats and Opportunities identified by an analysis of its environment 
is presented to provide the basis for establishing objectives and strategies.

The strengths and weaknesses pertain to the situation inside the firm including 
the factors relating to products, pricing, costs, profitability, performance, 
quality, people, adaptability of skills, brands, services, reputation, processes, 
infrastructure, etc. Opportunities and threats which looks into the external 
situation related to markets, sectors, audience, fashion, seasonality, trends, 
competition, economics, politics, society, culture, technology, environmental, 
media, law etc. will helping in tracing the future of the handloom units.

Strengths

Industrial units possess certain competitive advantages or strengths over its 
competitors. Here in case of the cooperative societies producing handloom 
products the advantages are due to its traditional knowledge possessed by its 
weavers, the ethnic designs it can make, its fame and name in the market, long 
years of experience, knowledge base, broad range of products and established 
clients. Almost 90 percent of the handloom cooperative societies have the 
reputation of offering quality products. There is a broad range of products in 
which the handloom units are specialized. This enables the firms to produce 
those products in accordance with the demand in the market. Fifty percent of 
the cooperative societies claimed to have established clients to which they cater. 
This poses a competitive advantage for the established cooperative societies 
compared to the new entrants.

Weaknesses

The weaknesses of the cooperative societies put them in a competitive 
disadvantageous position. This leads to poor performance and low levels of 
profitability. There is a lack of trained workers to do specialized tasks. As no 
specific job descriptions were provided to the works, it resulted in inefficiency 
and duplication of efforts. Inequitable and non-competitive wage structure 
existed leading to low productivity. The financial structure of the cooperative 
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societies is not strong enough that it has incurred huge amounts of debts. 
The current profitability of the societies is also low. On the basis of the verbal 
information received it can be inferred that in most of the cooperative societies 
the administrators did not possess managerial skill and training and therefore 
could not be efficient in timely decision making. The cooperative societies 
lacked efficiency in using internet. This hindered accessibility to market and 
loss of opportunities. The advertising of products was not aggressive enough 
to procure market demand. The private sector handloom units are producing 
under large scale and also enter into subcontracting which enables them to 
produce handloom products at a competitive price leaving the handloom 
cooperative societies in a disadvantageous position.

Opportunities 

Opportunities are external forces giving a competitive advan tage to a firm 
over which the firm has no control. These opportunities will be available to 
all the competitors in the field, but who takes advantage of it will gain. This is 
possible when the industry environment surrounding the firm is understood 
and if the firm possess abilities and strengths within the firm match up with 
such opportunities. The growing market demand for the handloom products 
from foreign countries following the healthy wear propaganda provides 
opportunities for the handloom cooperative societies. Their products have an 
ethnic value and considered to be the best. Opening up of markets following 
globalization also increases its opportunity to expand its market horizon. The 
web source usage and its wide spread connectivity also provides ample scope 
for advertising. Government policies in favour of the handloom industry and 
the provision of hall mark symbol to mark its identity provide opportunity for 
the handloom units to withstand competition from its substitutes. 

Threats  

Threats are external forces posing competitive disadvantage to a firm over 
which the firm has no control. The firm has to devise measures to minimize 
the impact of threats to its business. The increase in the price of yarn due to the 
downfall of cotton production or increased exports puts the handloom firms 
at a disadvantageous situation. Due to sudden declaration of strikes or any 
other transportation problem, the raw materials do not reach the cooperative 
societies on time. The non-timely delivery of raw materials results in under 
production. Declaration of strikes reduces the number of working days in the 
cooperative society. The cooperative societies were not able to comply with 
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the time and instructions given by the customers. This resulted in losing the 
market to its competitors. 

Conclusion

The cooperative societies are likely to produce good returns if capability and 
implementation are viable to meet these challenges. Only basic awareness, 
planning and implementation strategies are required. The threats can be turned 
into opportunities by way of strategically planning, assess the capability gaps 
and plan to defend in very specific controlled ways.

Analysis of the perspectives of the administrators and weavers revealed 
the need to improve the competitiveness of the industry, the crucial role of 
the trained weavers, need for innovations, implementation of appropriate 
marketing strategies and its probable developmental path. The administrators 
should be made capable to drive innovation within the organisation. The 
administrators stressed on the need for regulation and standardisation of 
training for all weavers. The cluster programme should work effectively to 
facilitate community learning and sharing local knowledge. There was the 
perception of both administrators and workers for a more proactive marketing 
approach to grow the market for the industry’s products and services, both 
locally and internationally. The need for research and development in critical 
areas to ensure the competitiveness of the industry and operational excellence 
was perceived. The financial planning, monitoring and evaluation areas were 
found to be weak and therefore needs to develop strategy that will create more 
access to credit. Through interactions it was found that the technology was not 
updated due to the lack of skilled workers and inadequate training to use them.
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Abstract: Illegal migration from Bangladesh is no longer a problem of a particular 
state or region that can be pushed under the carpet. These illegal migrants from 
Bangladesh are now spread in several states and in various places. Due to Assam 
movement many people think that the problem of infiltration of Bangladeshi 
nationals into India is an unique problem of Assam. But one needs to understand 
that this is a national problem with grave security implications that affects 
national unity, integrity and sovereignty too. Illegal migrants from Bangladesh 
have been considering Assam as a corridor to migrate to other places of the 
country. Indigenous people of Assam have lost huge areas of land to the illegal 
immigrants. There has also been a lot of change in the religious structure of the 
state population. In this paper an attempt is made to understand how unabated 
infiltration in Assam from Bangladesh has posed a threat to the identity of the 
indigenous people of Assam and to discuss the effects of large-scale migration on 
the present-day demographic texture of the state. 

Introduction

One of the most pertinent issues that have caused severe anxiety in the 
Assamese society has been the problem of unchecked illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh. With Indo-Bangladesh international borders via Assam, Meghalaya 
and Tripura kept wide open even after seven decades of independence and 
thereby facilitating free passage of swarms of illegal Bangladeshi nationals, the 
illegal Bangladeshis have already become majority in few districts of Assam. 

The amendment to the Citizenship Act,1955 in 2003 is considered a 
black chapter almost as bad as the now repealed IMDT Act,1983. This Act 
was amended in 2003 whereby the children of the foreigners who entered 
Assam after 25th March,1971 and born up to 1986 were made citizens of 
India in violation of the provisions of Art.326 of the Constitution of India, 
Section 16(10) of the Representation of the People’s Act,1950 and other 
relevant provisions of the Citizenship Act,1955. Thus, the Constitutional and 
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legal requirements of a voter first being a citizen before being a voter were 
reversed. By this amendment, the Government not only brought to life the 
now repealed IMDT Act through backdoor but even crossed the limits of said 
Act in protecting and sheltering the foreigners.

Illegal migration from Bangladesh is no longer a problem of a particular 
state or region that can be pushed under the carpet. These illegal migrants 
from Bangladesh are now spread in several states and in various places. Due 
to Assam movement many people think that the problem of infiltration of 
Bangladeshi nationals into India is an unique problem of Assam. But one needs 
to understand that this is a national problem with grave security implications 
that affects national unity, integrity and sovereignty too. Illegal migrants from 
Bangladesh have been considering Assam as a corridor to migrate to other 
places of the country. It is difficult to make an accurate estimate of the number 
of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh living in Assam because they enter in 
a clandestine manner and can blend easily with the original inhabitants of 
Assam due to ethnic and linguistic affinities. The population size in the districts 
bordering Bangladesh has changed gigantically with the illegal immigration 
from Bangladesh. In fact, immigration, both legal and illegal, has changed the 
original structure of the state and the crisis of identity looms large. Indigenous 
people of Assam have lost huge areas of land to the illegal immigrants. Job 
opportunities of indigenous people have been very much reduced. Speakers 
of Assamese language have been reduced to minority though the Assamese 
community still outnumber the people of Bangladeshi origin who have settled 
in the state. There has also been a lot of change in the religious structure of the 
state population. 

History of Infiltration in independent Assam

Bangladesh emerged as an independent country in December 1971 but 
infiltration into India from that region started much before that. The movement 
of Muslim farmers from Eastern Bengal to Assam was boosted by the British 
government from the first decade of the twentieth century as there was huge 
waste land stick around to be cultivated and the government needed fund from 
the settlement of waste land. Before partition when the Muslim league raised 
the demand for Pakistan, a political programme was taken by the Muslim 
league in Assam to occupy all bare land and the immigrants from East Bengal, 
mainly Muslims, were fomented to hunch on government land. The Muslim 
League’s plan was to make Assam a Muslim majority state so that region could 
be included into Pakistan. These are historical facts. After partition, the land 
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boundary between Pakistan and India was delimited hurriedly on the Eastern 
border and this border remained penetrable with flow of people from East 
Pakistan to India taking place easily as no legal mechanisms to control such 
movement except a roughly prescribed permit system was there till October 
1952. Only from this time the passport system was introduced between India 
and Pakistan. Successive events show that such travel restrictions could hardly 
be a hindrance against illegal movement of Pakistani people from the other side 
of the border. As a result, the nation’s security was compromised. 

The Size of illegal migration

The actual data of illegal migrants from Bangladesh into Assam are not available 
even today. The justification for non-availability of specific data on migration 
is to be found in the Preamble of the Illegal Migrants Determination by 
Tribunals (IMDT) Act, 1983. It reads, “............... a good number of foreigners 
who migrated into India across the borders of the eastern and north-eastern 
regions of the country on or after the 25th day of March 1971, have by taking 
advantage of the circumstances of such migration and their ethnic similarities 
and other connections with the people of India and without having in their 
possession any lawful authority so to do, illegally remained in India.” Except 
for refugees from Bangladesh who were settled on humanitarian considerations 
in India by the Government, inflow of illegal migrants in Assam has developed 
into a problem of gigantic proportions.

Among official documents, the report that was submitted in 1997 to the 
Home Ministry, Government of India by Lt. General S.K.Sinha, the then 
Governor of Assam , stated that, “there were 10 million illegal migrants residing 
in India”1. “It is also estimated that out of which, West Bengal and Assam alone 
shares 5.4 million and 4 million respectively”2. Hiteswar Saikia, the then Chief 
Minister of Assam reported in the Assam Assembly on April 10, 1992 that, 
“there were 3 million Bangladeshi illegal migrants in Assam”3.

Pranati Dutta of the Indian Statistical Institute of Kolkata who wrote 
a paper in 2004 on the basis of a qualitative research project carried out by 
her and three other scholars sponsored by the Government of India gave 
an estimate of 15 million Bangladesh nationals illegally staying in India. 
Kanchan Laxman and Sanjay K. Jha in their joint paper ‘ India-Bangladesh: 
Restoring Sovereignty on Neglected Borders’ gives an estimate of 20 million 
such Bangladeshi immigrants, of whom 10 millions are supposedly in West 
Bengal and Assam. Rita Afsar4, “a Research Fellow of Bangladesh in her paper 
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presented in the 20th European Conference on the Modern South Asian 
Studies held in the University of Manchester, UK in 2008, gave a number of 
Bangladeshi immigrants in India estimated between 12 and 20 million based 
on Indian research sources but she exhorted against dependability of such 
figures”. On the other hand, she admits that the 1991 population census of 
Bangladesh shows a missing population, initially estimated to be 10 million 
and subsequently revised to 8 million (6.27 million Muslims and 1.73 million 
Hindus). Indian researchers strongly feel that this missing population found 
their way into India. However, none of these writers gave the basis of their 
estimates. But everyone studying and analysing this problem has come to the 
conclusion that large-scale infiltration from Bangladesh into this country and 
especially in Assam has indeed taken place over last seven decades.

The recent report released by the National Register of Citizens on August 
31, 2019, has stated that 1.9 million residents of Assam are not citizens of India. 
However, this figure is substantially lower than the 5 million which was recorded 
in the last official estimate of immigrant population in Assam in 2004, which 
was later on withdrawn. In fact, the explicit number of immigrants, illegal or 
otherwise, is likely to remain contested, as it has been in the past, leading to 
government estimates as varied as 2 million to the range of 15 million.

Moreover, various Census Reports of India have been showing high rate 
of population increase in states bordering Bangladesh. The decadal growth of 
Muslim population in Assam and West Bengal has been unusually high and 
cannot be explained by natural causes of birth and death (Borpujari,1998,p.33). 
During 1971-2001, Assam’s population increased from 14.6 million to 22.4 
million. While Hindu population grew at the rate of 41.9 percent, that of the 
Muslims increased by 77.4 percent. During 1981-91, three border districts of 
Assam, namely Dhubri (71%), Cachar (56%), and Karimganj (58 %) had very 
high growth of Muslim population. During the next decade, (2001-2011), 
though Assam showed lower population growth compared to the overall growth 
of India’s population, Census figures clearly points to the fact that increase of 
Muslim population in nine districts were far higher than that of non-Muslim 
population as shown below: 

In fact, many attempts at infiltrations have been foiled by the BSF and an 
anti- infiltration machinery is in existence in West Bengal, Assam and Tripura 
funded by the Central Government (PIF Scheme) but those who enter illegally 
far outnumber those who are pushed back. It is learnt from the B.S.F sources 
that they have intercepted the following numbers from 2011 to 2016 in Assam: 



Illegal Migration from Bangladesh: Questions of Identity in Assam 29

Table 1 
Percentage Increase of  Population

Districts of  Assam Muslim  Non-Muslim Total
Barpeta  25.8 10.0 18.9
Cachar 24.6 16.0 18.9
Dhubri 29.5 7.1 22.9
Darrang 26.9 9.6 15.8
Goalpara 31.7 14.4 23.0
Hailakandi 27.2 13.3  20.9
Karimganj 29.4 14.5  21.9
Morigaon 27.2 16.3  21.2
Nagaon 32.1 11.3 22.2

Source: Census Report, 2011

Table 2 
No of  people intercepted by the BSF

Year Detection
2011 13373
2012 10708
2013 9680
2014 8019
2015 5957
2016 4025

Source:	 Office	 of 	 the	 Inspector	General,	 BSF	Headquarters,	 Guwahati	 Frontier,	 Kamrup,	
Assam.

On the other hand, fresh illegal immigrants detected mainly at or near 
border and pushed back by Assam Police from 1985 to 2018 were 36890 
(Source: Assam Police). But these detections have been insignificant compared 
to the magnitude of the infiltration problem.

Indeed, effective management of India- Bangladesh border is a difficult 
task. The length of Indo-Bangla border is 4095 km and the border is shared 
by five states namely - Assam, West Bengal, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura, 
each with different land features. West Bengal has the longest length of this 
border (2216 km), the rest being shared by the remaining four north-eastern 
states. But of this length, 6.5 km are yet to be delimited and this will leave 
a gaping hole, even if the rest of the border is completely fenced (These 6.5 
km are in Kathitilla-Dumabari in Sylhet-Karimganj border, Muhuri in Feni-
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Tripura border and Daikhata in Jalpaiguri border). In fact, inimical hill areas 
in Meghalaya and Mizoram and marshy borders in West Bengal and Assam 
also restrict possibility of complete fencing. Again, at many places, erection 
of border fence has been opposed by Bangladesh as an agreement between the 
two countries does not allow construction of defensive installations within 150 
yards of the zero-line border. India’s fence in the border has been considered 
by Bangladesh as a defensive installation. Even India has logistic difficulty in 
this regard at many places, as about 3500 Indian villagers either have houses or 
agricultural farming within this zone and they will not be able to move freely 
if a fence is constructed. In West Bengal alone there are about 100 villages on 
the zero line and about another 100 on Assam and Tripura side. The existence 
of a large number of enclaves on both sides is another difficulty. Many of these 
enclaves can be exchanged but the issue is yet to be resolved well.

Why there is Illegal Migration in Assam?

Illegal migration from Bangladesh is persuaded by social, economic and 
environmental factors coupled with high population growth and the resultant 
huge density of population in Bangladesh. Current tendency of migration 
hints that most migrants have been coming from the intensely poor sections of 
the Bangladesh society. Some are jobless, some are landless, some are shabbily 
educated and many others are uneducated. Many of them leave their country 
due to the unplanned and uneconomic land holding system does not assure the 
basic livelihood to them. The pressure of population is severe in Bangladesh. 
The density of population rose from 285 per sq km in 1951 (East Pakistan) 
to 1146 per sq km in 2011 which ranks tenth in the world. As per 2011 
census, Bangladesh population was 142.3 million and the latest Bangladesh 
Plan projects that it will rise to 169.8 million by 2020. The man-land ratio is 
0.15 acre per capita which is unsuitable for sustainable food grain production 
for such an immense population. It is found that about 9 million hectares 
have already shown productivity decline. Inordinate sharing of land is another 
cause for shortage of land. However, at the same time, India itself has strong 
pull factors for the Bangladeshi people living at nowhere stage, who have 
nothing to lose but everything to gain from cross-border migration. Even the 
Union Government recognises this. In an internal note prepared by the Home 
Ministry in March 1992, the following pull factors have been identified: 

(a) Penetrable and easily negotiable border with Bangladesh.
(b) Better economic opportunities.
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(c) Religious elements encouraging immigration.
(d) Patronage extended by the vested political groups.
(e) Organised immigration by touts and anti-socials.
However, in recent times, the illegal migrants have mainly been coming 

to Assam and West Bengal in search of low paid jobs in the labour market, 
particularly for those jobs for which the locals have an aversion. Moreover, 
many illegal Bangladeshi migrants use Assam and West Bengal only as a 
corridor to get dispersed to various urban cities in search of low paid jobs 
taking the help of local brokers. They work as wage labourers in building 
and road constructions, rickshaw pullers, brick kilns as well as in farming 
fields.

Problem of Identity Crisis

The anti- foreigners’ movement (1979-1985), launched by the All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) and actively supported by All Assam Gana Sangram 
Parishad (AAGSP) with the constituents Assam Sahitya Sabha (ASS), Assam 
Jatiyatabadi Dal (AJD) and Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP), succeeded in 
bringing into sharp focus of the country the crisis of identity of the indigenous 
people of Assam due to unchecked illegal migration from Bangladesh, and 
importance of ascertaining some tangible solutions. Indeed, this movement 
which was primarily initiated to kick out the illegal migrants from Assam is 
one of the largest mass-based movements in India’s post independence period 
(Hussain,1993. p.10).

The recent communal conflict between Muslims and Bodos in Bodoland 
Territorial Areas District5 is nothing but the conflict of interest between the 
aboriginal tribal people and the migrant Muslim community over land. The 
indigenous tribal community must have felt that by tradition they had the right 
over the land for the community’s shared use, even though this perception of 
the indigenous people had no legal backing as the domain right remained with 
the state government. They not only felt a sense of dispossession when the land 
were occupied by a socio-culturally different migrant community, but also the 
intrusion on an area which had earlier vast open land interfered with their daily 
movements and cattle grazing (Mishra, 2000.p.164). The feeling of tension 
was fermenting for a long time though in 2014, from a few minor incidents, 
a serious violence and riots occured in the area causing death to displacement 
of people, both Muslims and Bodos. Many are still living in temporary camps 
under tight security protection.
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There has been a lot of change in the religious composition of the state 
population since 1951 till 2011. The Hindus numbered 58.86 lakh and 
constituted 66.65 percent of the total population in 1951. The Muslims were 
19.95 Lakh and constituted 22.60 percent of the total population in the 
same year. The total population of Hindus grew to 191.80 Lakh and the total 
population of Muslims grew to 106.79 Lakh respectively in 2011 showing 
the reduction in the proportionate size of the Hindu population and increase 
in the size of the Muslim population. To be explicit, in 2011, the Hindus 
constitute 61.4 percent and the Muslims 34.2 percent of the total population. 
During the period 1951 to 2011, the Hindus have registered a growth rate of 
225.8 percent whereas the Muslims 435.2 percent6. This religious split is very 
much pertinent in the context of migration to the state as because most of 
the migrants belong to the Muslim community. Thus, politics in general and 
democracy in particular being a game of numbers, the indigenous people of 
Assam is losing the game very fast (Behera, 2000. p.16).

The encroachment of illegal immigrants into the sphere of economic activities 
at micro level has underlined the identity crisis for the young generation of 
aboriginal group. The worst effect of such large scale inflow has been echoed in 
the work culture of the young generation of Assamese society. As it happened in 
the southern states of the United States of America in the wake of the pervasive 
existence of the slave trade during the mid-nineteenth century, so also the easy 
availability of services of Bangladeshi infiltrators in abundance and that too at 
comparatively cheaper rates, is making the youths of Assam allergic to hard 
labour with the result that the areas of economic activities involving menial 
labour are slipping into the hands of the Bangladeshis. Needless to say that 
nature abominates vacuum and the vacuum created by the poor work culture 
of the youths of Assam that has been developing over the years, is being filled 
up by the Bangladeshis most rapidly. Besides, the involvement of Bangladeshi 
worker both in the unskilled and semi-skilled sectors on large scale, has added 
a new magnitude to the ever growing unemployment problem in Assam. Illegal 
migrant workers have no demands and are not likely to form any associations or 
labour unions or create such other problems for their owners and firms. Hence, 
contractors give priority to these migrant workers while selecting labour for 
any construction or any other unskilled and semi skilled works in this region.

Moreover, migration and inflow from Bangladesh has also made an impact 
on the linguistic pattern of Assam. According to the language data in the 2011 
census, Assam reported a sharp decline in percentage of Assamese, Bodo, 
Santhali and Rabha speakers. According to the language data, number of 
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Assamese speaking people decreased during the decade from 2001 to 2011. On 
the contrary, the number of Bengali speaking people increased. The percentage 
of Assamese speaking people in 2001 was 48.80 while in 2011 it decreased to 
48.38. Again in 2001 the number of Bengali speaking people was 27.54 and it 
increased to 29.91 in 2011. Thus it is pertinent to mention here that in 1971, 
the Assamese speaking people in Assam was 60.89 percent which now came 
down to only 48.38 percent7.

What is the way out?

To address the issue of illegal migration from Bangladesh, urgent steps are to be 
taken in hand to stop any fresh infiltration and neutralise the ailing effects of the 
presence of a large number of migrants in our country. The state can no longer 
afford to absorb more immigrants as in terms of population growth; Assam 
has been one of the fastest growing states in the country (Baruah, 1999.p.51).

The need of the hour is to prepare a National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
or National Population Register (NPP) for the country as a whole and this task 
needs to be completed during the next census in 2021. The National Register 
of Citizens should be computerised and made available to all the panchayats 
and the jurisdictional police station to expedite anti-infiltration inquiries. The 
government must provide multipurpose Identity Cards to all Indian citizens 
within a specific time not exceeding two to three years making registration 
of births compulsory and non registration a criminal offence. The Citizen’s 
Identity Card should be made tamper-proof by inserting the holder’s biometric 
records in the card in an electronic chip.

In order to prevent fresh influx, the border protection should be made 
the responsibility of the Indian Army with imposition of necessary legal and 
constitutional barriers preventing fresh influx. The BSF Border Outposts (BOP) 
on India-Bangladesh border is far apart and cannot prevent infiltration effectively. 
The distance between two outposts should not be more than 3/4 km as on the 
India-Pakistan border. In sensitive and infiltration prone points electronic sensors 
should be mounted to prevent illegal entry of Bangladeshi people.

Patrolling on the waterways along India-Bangladesh is disappointing. 
Illegal migrants from Bangladesh prefer to use river routes taking advantage 
of poor vigilance. Hence, the riverine portion of the border needs to be kept 
under constant patrolling with speedy and mechanised patrol boats. Floating 
BOPs should be established on the river Barak and Brahmaputra on emergency 
basis.
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However, protecting border or fencing is not the full solution of the illegal 
migration problem of Assam. Even physical protection of the border will not 
ensure total proof. Studies show that the informal and illegal trade takes place 
with prior information of the enforcement and security agencies. It has been 
ascertained that about 60 percent of Bangladeshi traders paid bribes between 
3 to 6 percent of their turnover while 78 percent of the Indian traders paid 
1 to 3 percent of their total output8. There are lots of suggestions to curb 
immigration going beyond the fencing model of India emphatically supported 
by our nationalist leaders. Sanjay Hazarika is focussing on two issues- identity 
cards and work permits (Hazarika, 2004.p.86). Indeed they are vital suggestions 
which require further deliberations. The most important step shall perhaps be 
the legalisation of the border trade in the North East and Bangladesh and 
North East and Myanmar sector. Ultimately it is the government who is the 
loser from such illegal trade.

Conclusion

Thus, “any solution of the problem of illegal immigration from Bangladesh 
must address two areas- the issue of cultural interaction and co-existence 
or what some writers call ‘assimilation’ (Mishra, 2000. pp.169-171) of the 
immigrants with the Assamese culture and the issue of economic development 
of the border areas”. What is required in tackling the illegal migration from 
Bangladesh to India in general and Assam in particular is “not heavy doses 
emotions and ultra-nationalistic rhetoric but a creative or perhaps new way 
of looking at the problem. The state too instead of adopting a tribal-to-tribal 
approach should try to resolve the identity issues of the sub-national groups 
by involving the various representatives of the civil society groups.” (Mahanta, 
2011, p.136).

In fact, the people of Assam should entrain upon a new democratic and 
peaceful movement to neutralise the evil effects of the presence of an unsought 
and adverse foreign population. Just like the Assamese people would have to 
live with floods forever, it would be inescapable for us to master the act of living 
among ostensibly contentious foreign elements and not losing our strength, 
autonomy and identity. 

Notes
1. Lt. Gen S.K.Sinha, then Governor of Assam submitted a report to

K.R.Narayanan,then President of India under D.o. No. GSAG 3/98 Dt.November 
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8, 1998. It received due consideration and weightage in the Supreme Court in its 
judgement on the validity of the IMDT Act 1983.

2. India Today, August 10, 1998 issue has given the state-wise breakdown of illegal
migrants.

3. Report published on April 11, 1992 in the newspaper namely-The Assam Tribune,
Guwahati,Assam..

4. Rita Afsar is a Bangladeshi Research Fellow in the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies presented a paper at the 20th European Conference on the
Modern South Asian Studies held in the School of Arts, History and Culture,
University of Manchester, UK, from July7 to 11, 2008.

5. The Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) was established according to the
Memorandum of Settlement of February 10, 2003. The area under the BTC
jurisdiction is called the Bodoland Territorial Area District (BTAD). BTC constitutes 
70 percent of backward Tribal groups like Bodos, Rabhas, Garos, etc. The main
source of livelihood of the people living in this area is farming. Most of the people
are attached to primary sector. The BTAD is created under the sixth schedule of the
Indian Constitution and it consists of four districts — Kokrajhar, Baksa, Udalguri
and Chirang which were mainly carved out of seven existing districts — Kokrajhar,
Bongaigaon, Barpeta, Nalbari, Kamrup, Darrang and Sonitpur.

6. Language-wise Census Report, Assam, 2011.
7. Report published in 2001 by the Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship,

Guwahati,Assam.
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Abstract: The present paper intends to reveal the phenomenon of gender 
inequality depicted in North-East Indian literature. For the study, The Moth-
Eaten Howdah of the Tusker curated by Indira Goswami has intrinsically tried 
to communicate to readers about the prevailing societal scenario of gender 
inequality mechanisms in the region through the lens of patriarchy, social stigma, 
caste differentiation, community laws, and superstitions. The depiction of gender 
inequalities in literature from North-East India reflects the region-centric and 
ethnic-centric issues and challenges.

Introduction

India embodies within its fold a pluralistic, multilingual, and multiethnic 
society. North-East India is one of the most ethnically and linguistically 
diverse regions of India. It has emerged from the great traditions of Indic Asia 
and Mongoloid Asia which comprises seven states also known as ‘The Seven 
Sisters’ namely Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Tripura, and Manipur. These states are famous for their unique patterns of 
culture and traditions for which they stand apart from the rest of the country. 
North-East India contributes a rich addition to this feature displaying vibrant 
colours of customs, traditions, and languages. It is connected to the rest of the 
country through a narrow corridor squeezed between Bangladesh and Nepal. 
Gender issues are one of the central concerns of literary discourses in India. 
The literature from North-East India usually focuses on the unheard voices, 
their plights, socio-economic challenges, and exploitations as women are still 
negotiating their freedom from powerful patriarchal mechanisms. North-East 
Indian literature in terms of gender-centric topics aims to bring the issues 
before the world and reflect the willingness to liberate and empower women 
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politically, culturally, socially, and morally for the overall progress of society 
(NCERT, 2017).

Margaret Ch. Zama aptly give remarks on North-East India as:

The great variety of people of the Northeast survived through the centuries 
because they were one with ecology, and developed their own indigenous 
knowledge systems to sustain both themselves and the environment that 
accommodates them (Zama, 2012:14)

Despite being bestowed with the richness of cultural heritage, tradition, 
and beauty, people here are living in a politically, socially, and economically 
troubled atmosphere. These problems act as a great hindrance to the growth 
and progress of this region. Remoteness from the rest of the country in terms 
of geographical demarcations is also a drawback for the development. This 
remoteness characterized by high mountains, impenetrable forests, and raging 
rivers, has proved to be, a curse in disguise. It has given rise to multi-faceted 
problems like inadequate development in terms of transportation, lack of 
proper opportunities for education, abject poverty emanating from colossal 
corruption, and scanty employment opportunities because of little industrial 
progress (NCERT, 2017).

 In North-East India, regional literature encompasses myths, legends, 
folklore, songs, and dances. They narrate the tales or legacies of traditions that 
are carried down from generation to generation, cherished and considered 
immensely sacred. These oral traditions form the basis of most of the modern 
literature produced in the region (Ahmed, 2010).

Today, the writers from this region are recognized throughout the country 
for their works which reflect their advancements in the literary fields. But the 
journey from the state of near oblivion to the present state of recognition has not 
been an easy one. Although the region can easily claim deep-rooted traditional 
folklore, it is only in the last few decades that their splendid potential has been 
realized. In all its manifestations, the literature of the North-East demonstrates 
such an effective picture that predominantly projects the troubled existence 
and hopelessness of the regional lot. The literary works on North-East India 
reflect the trauma of a society in transition. The modern writers write with a 
sense of longing about the rich and unifying traditions of the past and lament 
over the chaotic development of the present (Bashiya, 2010).

These writers most vehemently raised their voices against various 
problems prevalent in these regions. They have talked about the issues which 
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are disturbing the peace of their beautiful homeland with the hope to bring 
changes in society. They talked about the sufferings of the people which are 
deeply embedded in the social system. The trials and tribulations of the people 
of North-East India are clearly revealed by these writers through their novels, 
short stories, poetry, and prose. Fiction is an effective genre through which the 
realities are clearly depicted by the writers of the region. In fact, many short 
stories and novels have their origin in the incidents that have been witnessed 
by them (Baral, 2013).

Gender Inequality: An Analysis of The Moth-Eaten Howdah of the Tusker

Indira Goswami is one of the most prominent literary icons of modern 
Assamese literature. She was born into a Brahmin family in Guwahati, Assam. 
She was a great poet, editor, scholar, and writer. She wrote numerous novels, 
short stories, and poems. She has written fifteen novels and has published three 
collections of short stories. Her novels and short stories have been translated 
into various languages in India. Her significant works are The Moth-Eaten 
Howdah of the Tusker (originally Dontal Hatir Une Khowa Howdah in 
Kamrupi dialect of Assamese language), The Chenab’s Current (originally 
Chenabar Sont), The Blue Necked Braja (originally Nilkantha Braja), Shadow 
of the Dark God and the Sin (originally Nilakanthi Braja), etc. Her Short 
Stories include The Journey, Parasu’s Well, Dwarka and his Gun, etc. She was 
awarded the Sahitya Akademi Award for her Assamese novel Rusted Sword 
(originally Mamare Dhara Tarowal) in the year 1982, which was her last 
novel. The writer is famous not only because of her writings where she dealt 
with the problems of her own state but also transcends the boundaries and 
writes about the plights of the common man irrespective of the regional limits 
(Dutta, 2014).

Goswami’s concern for society is clearly revealed in her works, she writes 
not just to state the social facts but with a zeal to bring change. Her novel 
The Moth-Eaten Howdah of the Tusker published in 1988 brings out various 
social issues like the caste system and the status of a woman in society and her 
sufferings as a widow. This novel is concrete, detailed, and authentic rendering 
of a Vaishnavite household in Assam which heads a Sattra. 

Through the lens of a novel, we draw significant insights that how women 
belonging to all age groups are targeted and victimized. Unmarried teenage 
girls are held in contempt by the entire community. Old and married women 
are always on the lookout for unmarried girls who have hit puberty as they 
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believed these girls are akin to criminals who have horribly offended their 
Gods. As soon as they have located the offender, they brandish the girl and her 
entire family as an outcast. Eliman is a twelve-year-old girl whose only escape 
from punishment of attaining puberty is to marry a Brahmin, who is in fact an 
opium smuggler (Bhattacharya, 2011).

The married women too are unable to escape their dark fate emerging 
from the constituted laws for them by the community. They are continually 
cheated on by their husbands and abused by their in-laws. Brahmins (pandits) 
act as mouthpieces of their religion, they constantly preach to women that 
a husband’s house is like heaven for a woman and if she tries to cross its 
boundaries, she is abandoned by society. The fear of societal norms and the 
lack of financial freedom forces these women to give their silent assent to their 
own victimization. Yet they feel that they are more fortunate than women who 
are widows (Ahmed, 2018).

Goswami depicts the pitiful existence of widowed women of the Sattra, 
widows were not allowed to leave their homes and were supposed to keep 
themselves hidden as it was believed that their sight or touch may bring 
troubles or misfortunes to others. Some customary rituals of widowhood are 
prolonged fasting, following a strict eating regime which includes abstaining 
from cooked food, surviving on raw food such as vegetables for days, sleeping 
on a bed of bamboo, wearing areca (the nut tree’s bark) as one’s shoes, bathing 
and undergoing more purification rituals if their body is touched even by 
a shadow of the low-caste man and so on. Widowed girls were deprived of 
education as they believed that it is of no use to them because they must 
remain enclosed in the four walls of the house. In the novel, there are three 
widows, Durga, Saru Gossainee, and Giribala. All three of them belonged to 
the Gossain family of the Sattra, who were considered equivalent to a Guru 
(Goswami, 2001).

Durga, a relative of the older Gossainee is thrown out of her marital home 
after her husband’s death. Her in-laws seized all her property and abandoned 
her at the maternal house. However, Durga continues to harbor the hope that 
her husband’s family will come back one day and escort her back home with 
respect. She does not even fight a legal battle to obtain her share of the property 
because everyone around her believes that respectable women should never 
step into the court of law as the gaze of thieves and criminals would make them 
impure. Living a cloistered life and fasting continuously made her vulnerable 
to tuberculosis. Through her story, the writer has revealed that the well-being of 
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a person was ignored for the customs and traditions of the society and religion 
(Goswami, 2001).

Giribala, daughter of the old Gosseinee too is a widow and was sent back to 
her maternal house. Even after her marriage, she was not happy as her husband 
did not care a bit for his wife and told her on the first night after marriage that 
he has relationships with other women, and he will not change his ways. He 
tells her, “I love women. I like their company. When I roamed with the Jatra 
party through all these places- Bardowa Samaria, Dakhala, I had taken tea from 
the hands of low caste women.” (Goswami, 2001:192)

The complete lack of love on her husband’s part has now resulted in 
her not having any loving memories to fall back upon. Her in-laws come 
to reclaim her, but she refuses to go because she realizes that her life would 
become even more miserable. Her brother Indranath however helps her to 
cast off her melancholy by getting her to be engaged in the task of helping 
an American philanthropist named Mark with his scholarly work. Giribala is 
unable to carry on with the restraints which the Sattra imposed on her, and 
she feels an attraction towards Mark. As Goswami explains, “For the first 
time Giribala noted that the eyes of the white man were like the soft pulp 
of the ripe ‘Leteku’ fruit. His head full of curly golden hair like the hive of a 
honeybee” (Goswami, 2001:167). 

Giribala’s unfulfilled desires for Mark and the kind of life she was expected 
to live forced her to commit suicide towards the end of the novel. She finds 
no way to break out of the shackles of the ruthless feudal Brahmanical system, 
which has suppressed the widows all along. She runs away to Mark’s hut; the 
village men catch them together and accuse them of carrying on a clandestine 
affair. They want to purify the girl through rituals by using water and fire. 
Giribala, however, refuses to perform any ritual and immolates herself in the 
fire. Her death is a big proof of suppression and suffering that the women went 
through were harsh and inhuman.

The only woman who fought against the male dominated Sattra system 
and tries to survive within it was Saru Gosani. She takes care of her lands with 
the help of Mohidhar Babu to be financially and economically independent. 
This makes her different from Durga her sister-in-law, who leads a traditional 
life of a Gosaini and refuses to claim her land. Unlike Giribala she has beautiful 
memories of her husband or her married life. After her husband’s death, she 
again falls in love with Mohindar babu, who is a Brahmin but cheats on her at 
the end (Goswami, 2001).
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Summary and Conclusion 

 As per the analysis, it is observed how the writer has brought in the issues by 
portraying real-life societal and cultural facts into the life of women in a Sattra. 
The insensible religious laws governed their life. They are expected to lead a life 
that was directed by the social norms constituted by their ethnic community 
members. Goswami has clearly showcased the condition of women and the 
impact of rituals and orthodox religious practices, social norms on their life. 
The widows are forced to lead traumatic life till they are alive due to the ruthless 
customs imposed on them. The pain and agony of women can be clearly felt 
in writings. She has always advocated for justice for victims of gender-based 
violence or any gender-based equality for building a healthy, happy, just, and 
equitable society through her writing.

Thus, it is concluded on a note, Indira Goswami is a charismatic 
revolutionary feminist literary personality who has been instrumental in 
social transformation through her writings to build gender sensitized society. 
Her efforts for gender equality and the eradication of gender-based violence 
among the marginalized community will never go unheard. Her writings are 
the strengths of the underprivileged and marginalized sections of the society 
to raise their voice against gender-based discrimination and violence to attain 
equal rights in society to lead a dignified life. Her voice is an instrument for not 
only attaining a gender-equal society but also for the all-around development of 
North-East India. Her concerns for North-East India’s all-around development 
can be observed in her writings which reflect the love and aspirations for her 
region. Getting her dreams true which is always reflected in her writing will be 
a true tribute to her life and works.
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Abstract: A Vehicular ad hoc network (VANET) has a group of vehicles that either 
are moving or stationary connected by a wireless network. The main VANET goal 
is to provide safety as it reduces the chances of accidents and improves traffic 
conditions. Trust models are introduced to manage a secure and trusted network 
between vehicular nodes. There is an advancement in technology in which our 
day-to-day life devices are connected to the internet. This technology is called 
the “Internet of Things”. IoT together with the wireless network has brought 
development in VANET. There are several attacks in a system like Distributed 
Denial of Service (DDoS) attack and Sybil attack which can be detected using 
fog computing, Software-defined networks (SDN), and machine learning 
(ML). SDN is used to reduce network burden and increase energy efficiency. 
Authentication efficiency, security, network performance can also be enhanced 
using fog computing and SDN. 

Keywords: Internet of Vehicles, Fog Nodes.

Introduction 

VANET is an infrastructure-less network in which nodes like roadside units 
(RSU), moving or stationary vehicles communicate through wireless medium 
methods. VANETs have drawbacks like no infrastructure, no computation 
ability, limited reach, and no cloud connectivity, so for more intelligent and 
connected devices Internet of Vehicles (IoV) is used which allows vehicles 
to exchange information, efficiency, and safety using VANETs. IoV model 
has three components: user, communication, and cloud. The user is the one 
who takes services or information provided by IoV. This information is based 
upon safety and commercial and entertainment services. IoV has five types 
of communication like Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V), Vehicle-to-Infrastructure 
(V2I), Vehicle-to-Roadside Units (V2R), Vehicle-to-Sensors (V2S) Vehicle-to-
Personal Devices (V2T). Cloud acts as the brain of the system and has three 
components: infrastructure, services, and storage. IoV system is prone to some 
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attacks like dynamic topology, bandwidth limitation, mobility of nodes, non-
uniform distribution, large network, and nature of communication. There are 
some common attacks in IoV such as user authenticity attacks, which include 
Sybil attacks, masquerading attacks, wormhole attacks, data availability 
attacks which include denial of service (DoS), channel interference, and data 
authenticity attacks which includes Illusion attack, Camouflage attack. Replay 
attack, Message tampering. Secured communication between two nodes can 
be achieved by authenticating each other through public key infrastructure 
cryptography techniques. 

Trust models are used to manage a secure and trusted network between 
vehicular nodes. They evaluate the trustworthiness and authenticity of the 
disseminated messages in VANET. There are three trust models which are 
Entity-oriented Trust Models (ETM), Data oriented Trust Models (DTM), 
and Hybrid Trust Models (HTM). Hybrid Trust Model is the combination of 
ETM and DTM. For distribution and propagation of data in VANETs trust 
among the vehicles is required and it is calculated by different techniques. 
ETM gives better simulation results as compared to other TMs. DTM and 
HTM work better against man-in-the-middle (MITM) attacks. 

Vehicles are present in open environments where there is the possibility 
of attacks. Moreover, traditional cryptographic algorithms fail in ensuring 
security. Vehicular cloud computing has a solution that ensures reduced energy 
consumption and low traffic congestion. VCC provides a virtual platform for 
processing data. For the security of vehicular networks Decoy Technology 
(DT), and user behavior profiling (UGP) together overcome data security, 
privacy, and trust in vehicular cloud servers using a fog computing architecture. 
This Vehicular fog system is divided into three major components. To achieve 
security objectives user behavior algorithm, decoy technology algorithm, and 
file generation algorithm is used.

SDVN infrastructure gives end-to-end security and privacy. This objective 
is handled in two levels: 

1. In roadside unit (RSU)-based group authentication scheme.

2. In a private collaborative intrusion detection system (p-CIDS),

The SDVN detects intrusions in the VANET architecture using 
collaborative learning that assured privacy through a fusion of differential 
privacy and homomorphic encryption schemes. The roadside unit-based group 
authentication (RGA) scheme improves the trustworthiness of the network by 
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ensuring messages are received from a secured source. Moreover, an attacker 
can perform malicious activities, which can be detected using the collaborative 
learning (CL)-based p-CIDS present in each vehicle. 

A new VANET architecture called FCSDVNML, has Software-Defined 
Network (SDN), Fog Computing (FC), and Machine Learning (ML). This 
three together improve security in VANETs against Distributed Denial of 
Service (DDoS) attacks. 

IoV is a network that considers vehicles as an intelligent machine that 
interacts and communicate to improve the performance and safety of traffic. 
IoV has some issues like response time. So to overcome this researchers come 
up with an idea to integrate IoV with Fog Computing. This increases the data 
rate and reduces response time. But still, there is the possibility of Sybil’s attack. 
Sybil attack is a kind of attack in which a single node holds multiple identities. 
The success of the Sybil attack is very dangerous as it can cause network failure 
with less effort of the attacker.

Literature Review

IoV is another exploration field with promising business possibilities. Numerous 
vehicle producers have carried out IoV thoughts at a few levels in their 
vehicles to furnish clients with intelligent administrations. A few significant 
organizations like tesla have even planned their vehicle to drive with practically 
full independence that is without the need for human mediation. As much as 
these possibilities sound intriguing, they accompany their arrangement of safety 
issues. Few countries have even begun making strides in such a manner, and 
have outlined standards and arrangements. US has arrangements coordinated 
for ITS starting around 1999. The European Union (EU) has also begun an 
activity plan to limit IoV information used to guarantee security. [1] This 
paper has examined the improvement of the IoV framework and security issues 
with IoV. They have proposed a confirmation system that guarantees secure 
correspondence between two hubs in IoV and makes sure that no pernicious 
hub can encroach on the framework. In their strategy, both base stations, as 
well as recently entering vehicle to IoV network, can confirm one another 
through open key foundation cryptography procedure.

Method for dealing with a protected also believed network is to present 
trust among the vehicular hubs. To this end, different Trust Models (TMs) are 
created for VANET and can be comprehensively ordered into three classes, 
Entity arranged Trust Models (ETM), Data situated Trust Models (DTM) and 
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Hybrid Trust Models (information), the vehicle (element) or on the other hand 
both through various systems. [2] This paper, we present a similar investigation 
of the three TMs. Moreover, we assess these TMs against the different trust, 
security, and quality-of-service related benchmarks. Reproduction results 
uncovered that all these TMs have lacks as far as to start to finish delays, 
occasion location probabilities, and bogus positive rates. This study can be 
utilized as a rule for scientists to plan new effective and powerful TMs for 
VANET. [3] Vehicular distributed computing is for the most part conveyed 
in the open conditions utilizing vehicular organizations like VANET, they are 
defenceless against an expanding number of information assaults. Protecting 
the private information of clients over this framework is becoming a genuine 
testing issue. Fog Computing is a design that utilizes edge gadgets to predicate 
and screen the client’s conduct, to give the security of their information 
locally. The customary frameworks were initially evolved utilizing encryption 
calculation. Conversely, their framework is carried out with the UBP algorithm 
alongside the dynamically generated decoy file system concept. In the event 
that if interloper download solicitation of a legitimate document, then, at that 
point, utilizing bait and UBP strategies in Fog computing we could limit the 
expense of harm during insider assaults on the VCC framework. Their security 
component could give the phenomenal degree of security in the vehicular 
organizations and the VCC.

According to paper [4], the security of the VANET accomplished energy 
proficiency toward green IIoT utilizing two vital levels. In the main level, 
trusted RSUs gave an RGA confirmation component to the vehicles in the 
VANET. The RGA schemes decreased the network overhead with expanded 
security by forestalling a few assaults. The vehicle went into the VANET by 
getting a gathering ID-key pair through RGA confirmation. Nonetheless, some 
semi-honest vehicles gave deception or drop the bundles; such vehicles turned 
into a network danger. The SPCL-based p-CIDS was utilized to distinguish 
these semi-honest vehicles in the network and report to CA through RSU. In 
actuality, the CA will eliminate the vehicle from the green IIoT organization, 
and revocation was accomplished utilizing the RGA group key update process.

Proposed design FCSDVN-ML plans to identify the DDoS assault in a 
quick manner before it the Cloud level [5]. For instance, When the attacker 
inject false packets targeting the switches flow tables, our prediction and 
prevention rules; which are generated periodically in the CC and installed 
in the fog servers; will defend against this attack by inspecting packets 
according to network-level. The vehicular fog computing network is another 
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space of research that showed up after specific constraints of the conventional 
vehicular network. To demonstrate its viability, it should guarantee security 
administrations for its clients and protect their protection. In this paper,[6] 
they have portrayed the effect of the Sybil assault on VFC organizations. 
The accomplishment of the Sybil assault is viewed as riskier than in the 
conventional network, this boils down to the restricted limit of the Fog 
hubs. It can make the organization crash quicker and with less exertion by 
the assailant. The current techniques for Sybil assault discovery in vehicular 
organizations can be applied effectively in VFC organization on the off 
chance that the fog hubs/nodes isn’t engaged with the confirmation what’s 
more estimation of the recognition calculation. The validation conspires 
proposed for an SDN and fog computing environment shows that once 
the intricacy of SDN is expanded, the adaptability and abilities don’t bring 
about influencing the exhibition. For this situation, according to the training 
perspective (and not hypothetically), the exhibition alludes rigorously to the 
execution of SDN [7].

Conclusion

In this paper we have discussed evolution of IoV from VANET and different 
attacks like distributed denial of service, denial of service, sybil attack, intrusion 
detection, false alarm, etc. on VANET which can be overcome using Internet 
of Things, machine learning, fog computing, edge computing, software defines 
network controller, etc. The future extent of this paper will be a plan of a model 
that gives answers to upcoming difficulties like time delay management, access 
point (road side unit) overhead, etc.
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Abstract: Mascots have been widely used for corporate identity and to arouse 
public attention. Despite their increasingly important usage, effective design 
is certainly a worthwhile topic. The word ‘mascot’ originates from the French 
term ‘mascotte’, which means lucky charm. The mascot has been widely 
used as a symbol for visual identity. Designers must know what the primary 
factors users need to recognize the mascot. Mascot is an animal, person, or 
thing adopted by a group as its representative symbol and supposed to bring 
good luck. Mascot have been widely used for corporate identity and to wake 
public attention. Despite their increasingly important usage, effective design 
is certainly a worth wile topic and also mascot have been broadly used as a 
symbol for visual identity. Mascots have been essential to not only connect 
but also drive the marketing sales for any brand. Mascots have been endearing 
brands to consumers over the years, creating a strong recall and connect beyond 
advertising and marketing drives. While the Amul Girl has been giving her 
witty takes on current happenings, Ronald McDonald has been enticing kids 
across generations. Some mascots are no longer in use, however have remained 
in the minds of consumers – Asian Paints’ Gattu, Murphy Baby, Onida Devil 
and more. As the new era was changing and time went on, mascots evolved from 
predatory animals, to two-dimensional fantasy mascots, to finally what we know 
today, three-dimensional mascots. Marketers quickly realized the great potential 
in three-dimensional mascots and took on board the costumed puppet idea. 
This change encouraged other companies to start creating their own mascots, 
resulting in mascots being a necessity amongst not only the sporting industry 
but for other organizations.

Keywords: Mascot, Aam Aadmi, Namaskara

Objectives

To study, the Historical Background of Mascot. 
To highlight the importance of Mascot in Indian advertising.
Detailed study about various brand Mascots in Indian Advertising.
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Methodology

This paper includes both primary as well as secondary data sources for the 
requirements of the paper. The primary data sources were through watching the 
original advertising and also study about original brand mascots on packaging. 
The secondary data sources include various books, magazines, journals, internet 
etc.

Introduction

Mascot is an animal, person, or thing adopted by a group as its representative 
symbol and supposed to bring good luck. Initially mascots were used by 
organizations to bring entertainment and excitement for their audience or 
guests. During those days mascots were people dressed in fictional icons were 
suits mainly animals were used as mascot. Originally Mascots were mostly 
used in sport events however now mascots evolved from predatory animals to 
two-dimensional fantasy mascot, to finally three-dimensional Mascots which 
is common in today’s world. Gone are the days when mascots only a part of 
a sport event, in today’s competitive world m¬¬ascots are part of a company’s 
research and development programs and very strategically introduced to in 
hence a brand’s marketing strategy thus increasing their brand value. 

Mascot have been widely used for corporate identity and to wake public 
attention. Despite their increasingly important usage, effective design is 
certainly a worth wile topic and also mascot have been broadly used as a symbol 
for visual identity. Designers must know what the primary factors users need to 
recognize the mascot. Result presented here provide a direction for designers 
to concentrate their efforts on designing a good mascot for corporate identity. 

The mascot is variously known as the Trade Character, or Trade Figure. 
Either it may be defined as an illustration of a real or an imaginary figure or 
personality introduced into the advertisement to personalize the sales message 
or the name of the product or service. It enables a consumer to emote with the 
brand at sensorial level. It adds life to the brand. It is a mid-way device between 
the brand logo and the totally alive brand endorser. The splendidly conceived 
Maharaja for Air India may be cited as a model example.

Background Study

The word ‘mascot’ originates from the French term ‘mascotte’, which means 
lucky charm. This was used to describe anything that brought luck to a 
household. The word was first recorded in 1867 and popularized by a French 
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composer Edmond Audran who wrote the opera La mascotte, performed in 
December 1880. The word entered the English language in 1881. However, 
before this, the terms were familiar to the people of France as a slang word 
used by gamblers. The term is a derivative of the word ‘masco’ meaning 
sorcerer or witch. Before the 19th century, the word ‘mascot’ was associated 
with inanimate objects that would be commonly seen such as a lock of hair 
or a figurehead on a sailing ship. But from then on until the present day, the 
term was then seen to be associated with good luck animals, objects etc. It was 
originally organizations that first thought of using animals as a form of mascot 
to bring entertainment and excitement for their spectators. Before mascots 
were fictional icons or people in suits, animals were mostly used in order to 
bring a somewhat different feel to the game. 

Powerful Brand Mascots of Indian Advertising and the Stories behind them

Mascots have been essential to not only connect but also drive the marketing 
sales for any brand. They are one of the integral parts of the company’s vision 
in the end. In the age of social media and digitization, there are some mascots, 
which created an everlasting space in the Indian consumer minds. Mascots 
have been endearing brands to consumers over the years, creating a strong 
recall and connect beyond advertising and marketing drives. While the Amul 
Girl has been giving her witty takes on current happenings, Ronald McDonald 
has been enticing kids across generations. Some mascots are no longer in use, 
however have remained in the minds of consumers – Asian Paints’ Gattu, 
Murphy Baby, Onida Devil and more. In the age of rapid digital adoption 
and social media influencers, some mascots have endured and still create a 
strong recall for their respective brands, being an integral part of the company’s 
visual imagery. They have been as much a part of the brand as the logo. Brand 
ambassadors may come and go, with some celebs endorsing multiple brands, 
thus creating confusion. 

Glory takes a look at some of the brand mascots that have remained fresh 
in our minds long after the brand has moved on from them and they are no 
longer in use. 

Air India’s Maharajah

Air India’s Maharaja has been royal with them since 1946! It was in 2015 
that Air India gave its age-old ‘Maharajah’ mascot a makeover and replaced it 
with a younger avatar with spiked hair. Less than a month after taking oath 
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as the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi had instructed to the Aviation 
Ministry that instead of the Maharajah, aam aadmi should be the mascot of 
Indian aviation. It came on the back of his emphasis that the ministry needs 
to formulate policies to bring flying within the reach of the common man 
and not limited only to the rich. What initially was designed only for the 
airline’s memo-pads, the Maharajah – with hands folded in namaskar and 
the signature turban – became a promotion tool for Air India. Bobby Kooka, 
the then-commercial director of Air India, and Umesh Rao, an artist with J. 
Walter Thompson in 1946, created it. Kooka had stated that, “We call him a 
Maharajah for want of a better description. But his blood isn’t blue. He may 
look like royalty, but he isn’t royal.”

The ‘Amul Girl’

Adding satire and her quirky take on everything unfolding around since 1966, 
the ‘Amul Girl’ has stood the test of time with her sometimes-controversial one-
liners. A hand-drawn cartoon of a young Indian girl dressed in a polka dot frock 
with blue hair and a half pony tied up, it was created as a response to Amul’s 
rival brand, Polson’s butter-girl. The Amul Girl advertising have often been 
described as one of the best Indian advertising concepts. Sylvester Da Cunha, 
owner DaCunha Communications, and Art Director Eustace Fernandez were 
at the helm of the creation of the Amul Girl. The Mumbai-based agency was 
given the responsibility of the brand’s ad campaign by Dr Verghese Kurien, 
then Head of Amul and the father of India’s White Revolution – the world’s 
biggest dairy development programme. Amul Girl still remains as active and 
fresh as on the day of her birth. 

Murphy Radio 

The Ranbir Kapoor- Priyanka Chopra starrer ‘Barfi’ (released in 2012) made 
us reminisce about the iconic ‘Murphy Radio’ and took us back in time. Frank 
Murphy and EJ Power as a volume manufacturer of home radio sets founded 
Murphy Radio in 1929. And representing the radio was a chubby toddler with 
his index finger close to the lips in black and white print advertisements, who 
was introduced in the 1960’s. Known as the Murphy Baby, the brand’s mascot 
still rings a note with its quizzical smile and sharp look and is still fondly 
remembered as the punch line – ‘Ghar Ghar ki ronak!’. However, the Murphy 
Baby mascot is no longer in existence, brand Murphy had been in existence 
since 1948 in India. As per Murphy India’s website, the brand exclusively 
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belongs to Shirodkar Group of Companies. While the original mascot was a 
girl, she was replaced later with a baby boy. Decoding the real identity of the 
toddler, Mumbai-based tabloid MidDay.com, got in touch with Kagyur Tulku 
Rinpoche, who featured as the replacement Murphy Baby. As the tabloid 
mentions, a Manali native, Rinpoche was three years old at the time of the ad 
shoot and has no recollection of the shooting. The makers wanted him in the 
ad, as the girl appearing as the original Murphy Baby had died. 

Gattu

With a lock of hair falling permanently over his eyes and his shirt and shorts, the 
lovable Gattu created a strong identity for Asian Paints, founded in 1942. The 
company helmed by four Mumbai Kars – Champaklal H Choksey, Suryakant 
C Dhani, Arvind R Vakil and Chimanlal N Choksi launched ‘Gattu’ – the 
mischievous boy with a paint bucket in his hand – as the mascot in 1954. A 
master creation of the late RK Laxman, Gattu struck a chord with the middle 
class population of the country and was used primarily in print advertisements 
and packaging till the 1970s. It hit the TV screens only in 1990s in TVCs. 
Gattu helped in bringing the commodity-led business of painters to the 
actual end users of home - owners. Ogilvy & Mather, the advertising agency 
associated with Asian Paints, launched a marketing strategy by focusing on 
festive occasions in 1980s with their tag line ‘Har Ghar Kuch Kehta Hai’ (Every 
home says something about its owner). Asian Paints’ advertisements created a 
strong emotional connect for the brand with festivals and important life events 
like marriages and childbirth. The company revamped its corporate identity in 
2006 and sadly axed Gattu as their brand mascot. 

Onida’s Devil 

Remember the long-nailed and scornful smile possessing devil in the Onida 
ads? The brand’s tagline: ‘Neighbor’s envy, owner’s pride’ resonated well with 
the visual imagery of the devil on screen, which became a hit among the 
consumers. Populating television screens in the 1980s, the Onida Devil was 
initially played by David Whitbread, a model coordinator, and Gopi Kukde of 
Advertising Avenues shot the ad. Actors Rajiv Khera and Ashish Choudhary 
later replaced Whitbread. Onida decided to drop the two decade-old Devil 
mascot in 2009 owing to the focus only on ‘owner’s pride’ and doing away with 
the negative imagery that of a devil. Estimated that the devil single-handedly 
pumped Onida’s market share in televisions up from 5-6 per cent in 1981. 
Until today, the mascot generates an instant brand recall. 
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Vodafone ZooZoos 

The cute white creatures with an egg-shaped and ballooned spherical body 
generated a huge buzz during the second season of the Indian Premiere League 
in 2009. Conceived by former National Creative Director Ogilvy & Mather, 
Rajiv Rao, the Zoo Zoos were also used to promote various value added services 
of Vodafone. The ads were shot by Bangalore-based Nirvana Films in Cape 
Town, South Africa. The Zoo Zoos were introduced just after the company 
underwent a rebranding exercise from Hutch to Vodafone in 2008. The ads 
featuring Zoo Zoos became a rage among the masses and were an instant hit, 
followed by huge fan following on their social networking pages. They made a 
comeback in 2015, wherein the company used them to market their revamped 
property, ‘My Vodafone App’.

Nirma Girl 

Even the brand’s mascot – the ‘Nirma Girl’ – cannot stop twirling to the 
tunes of ‘Hema, Rekha, Jaya Aur Sushma, Sabki Pasand Nirma. Washing 
Powder Nirma’. Clad in a white frilly frock, the ‘Nirma Girl’ remains the most 
enduring image since 1980s until today and is doing pirouettes on Nirma’s 
tikiya (washing soap) and washing powder packets. The mascot was conceived 
in 1985 and Gujarat-based ad agency Purnima Advertising was at the helm 
of the campaign. It is said that the original Nirma girl was none other than 
Nirupama, the daughter of Nirma Group’s founder Karsanbhai Patel, who 
died in a car accident a few years later. Thanks to the aggressive marketing 
and advertising push, the ‘Nirma Girl’ became quite a familiar face among 
the masses. The brand quickly emerged as a dominant player in the detergent 
market and its success story became one of the most widely discussed case 
studies in B-schools across the world. Nirma brought on board Taproot Dentsu 
in 2009 to revamp the brand image. Nirma underwent another makeover in 
its advertisements when it brought on board actor Hrithik Roshan in 2016 for 
a TVC to endorse its advanced range of detergent. The ad was conceptualized 
and executed by Boing Advertising. It was the first time that the brand took the 
‘celebrity-route’ for its TVCs. 

Boomer Man

Joyca, a confectionery major from Spain in 1995, brought ‘Boomer’ to India. 
Since then, the brand’s TVCs have been resonating well with the audience 
where the ‘Boomer Man’ appears like a savior of all and comes ‘Boom Boom 
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Boomer’. Not less than a super-hero, Boomer Man became a favorite among 
kids while he performed stunts like a pro in the commercials. Owing to its 
strong visual presence through the advertisements featuring Boomer Man, in 
2000 became the single largest brand in the segment with a market share of 
over 40%. Boomer has been successful in utilizing ‘Boomer Man’ as a great 
marketing tool that very often translated into sales. To drive some brand recall, 
in 2007 Wrigley launched Boomer- Bubble Blowing Championship, the 
winners of which had got the chance to star in a Boomer television commercial, 
along with the Boomer Man. In 2007, Grey Mumbai’s Priti Nair and Brijesh 
Jacob executed a brilliant outdoor campaign for Boomer babol game, which 
revived the marketing for the brand. 

Parle-G Girl

We bet most of us still can’t stop relishing Parle-G biscuits dipped into a perfect 
‘adrakwaali chai’. The combination has been making people rave about since 
years. Not to miss the rosy chubby Parle-G girl. Parle began manufacturing 
biscuits in 1939. In 1947, when India became independent, the company 
launched an ad campaign, highlighting its Gluco brand of biscuits as an Indian 
alternative to the British biscuits. According to a Quora post, the girl featured 
on wax wrapping of Parle-G packet is Neerja Deshpande of Nagpur. The 
anonymous post describes her as of 4 years 3 months when the artist captured 
her. But the speculations were put to rest when Mayank Shah, Group Product 
Manager at Parle products denied all stories by saying the featured kid is just 
an imagination of the artist. It is actually an illustration of an Everest creative 
back in 60s. 

Conclusion

In short, a mascot is a representative figure, a symbol and a communication 
tool for somebody/some organization. At its best, the mascot personifies their 
values, communicates effectively and helps them stand out from the crowd. 
Concept art plays an important role in the process of creating, designing, and 
eventually building your custom mascot costume. So what exactly is concept 
art? Concept art is an image, usually a drawing created on a computer, of what 
the mascot will look like when it is finished.

It will be obvious from a study of current advertisements that the mascot 
is a flexible unit of the layout – so flexible, indeed, that it becomes difficult to 
cite rules of presentation, which can be applied generally. From a study of the 
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entire mascot in present–day use, two principles emerge. The mascot must be 
used constantly if it is to become a useful and telling medium of expression. 
There must be definite continuity in all layouts embodying the mascot. This 
continuity, incidentally, may be established quite effectively by technique. 

As the new era was changing and time went on, mascots evolved from 
predatory animals, to two-dimensional fantasy mascots, to finally what 
we know today, three-dimensional mascots. Stylistic changes in American 
puppetry in the mid-20th century, including the work of Jim Henson, Sid 
and Marty Krofft, soon were adapted to sports mascots. It allowed people to 
not only have visual enjoyment but also interact physically with the mascots. 
Marketers quickly realized the great potential in three-dimensional mascots 
and took on board the costumed puppet idea. This change encouraged other 
companies to start creating their own mascots, resulting in mascots being a 
necessity amongst not only the sporting industry but for other organizations.
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interpreting many verses of the Qur’an, multiple sects and sub-sects have been 
formed among the Fakirs and they are confident in their own tariqa. The position 
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of the Fakir Rebellion of the eighteenth century. The Madaris chose the path 
of spiritual pursuit through austerities. There were some notable features of the 
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oppressed people through their teachings. 
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The influence and reaction of Sufis on the society and culture of Bengal during 
the period 1200-1600 with the history of mystic influences and the arrival 
and development of Sufis in Bengal and the material and ideological influence 
of the authentic Hadiths that match the hermitages (Astana) or Dargahs of 
multiple sects of Sufis have left a deep impression on the society and culture of 
Bengal. The deep vibrations and interactions of the vast public life of Bengal 
and the thoughts and lives of innumerable divided communities have been 
carefully brought by the devotees and it has not always been possible to conceal 
their own philosophy of life or the thoughts at the bottom of their lives. Out 
in search of the mysteries of the human mind, they want to touch the mystery 
of mysticism, sometimes in the form of highest Bliss (Mahabhava), sometimes 
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in the form of Wahdat-ul-Wajud or “Unity of Existence” (Advaita vada). It 
is no longer possible or relevant to re-analyze of the communication of Sufi 
philosophy with the atmospheric continuity of religion, society and culture of 
Bengal. Because, in the long process of oxidation and synthesis, this is Bengal’s 
own philosophy, Bengali’s own feelings and attachments. No matter what 
form and connotation of the individual and collective sense of religion, what 
form and connotation of Nationalism and Cosmopolitanism may be, or how 
relevant the magic of the time of the manifestation of consciousness may be, 
and even if it does not float in the tide of contemplation or enlightenment, it is 
pertinent to mention that in the course of the spread of Bengali philosophy and 
culture, it is no longer necessary to formulate a separate formulation of mystic 
perception; Rather relevant, weaving the history of the arcane period, revealing 
the relationship through weaving, and spreading the tradition in the twists and 
turns of pursuit (Sadhana). In the context of exploring the tradition, we would 
like to narrate the mystic perception and history of the Madari tariqa.

The origin, development and spread of Sufism make it possible to identify 
the characteristics of the Madari Fakir community through the weaving of the 
Madari tariqa. 

In almost all the provinces of India, there were many religious and tribal 
communities whose beliefs, food, marriage, dress and way of life were deeply 
rooted in the daily life of Hindu and Islamic beliefs and practices. Apart from 
the Mahidawis or Ghair Mahdawis communities in Gujarat, there were many 
other tribal communities whose religious beliefs and practices did not match 
the original Islamic life pattern: 

Among the tribal group, the outstanding were the Sidis, the Molislams, the 
Kasbatis, the Rathors and the Ghanchis; among the sectarian groups were the 
Husaini Brahmans, the Madaris, the Shaikhdas or Shaiks, and the Kamaliys.1

Dr. Mujib writes:

The Madaris proclaimed themselves believers in the celibate saint, Badi’uddin 
Madar Shah, whom they held to be still alive in his tomb at Makanpur, near 
Kanpur. They worshipped Hindu gods as well as Muslim saints.2

The influence of the Chishtia community was greater in the early period of Sufi 
influence and development in India. Among the mainstream followers, the 
influence of Suhrawardiyya, Qadiriyya, Sattaria, Naxabandiyya and Ahmadiyya 
was considerable. Although fourteen Sufi communities are mentioned in Ain-
e-Akbari, many are skeptical about the existence or influence of so many 
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communities in India.3 And in the unorthodox sect, there were two main Sufi 
communities: Qalandariyya and Madariyya. 

The tomb of Sayyid Salar Masud, a mystic saint of western India, is still 
revered and worshiped by the common people and is followed by another 
spiritualist from Junagadh, Dawarul Mulk, during the reign of Feroze Tughlaq. 
Many commentators4 have identified the two as social reformers, not Sufi 
saints. The third person in this category is Shah Badi’uddin Madar, a Sufi saint 
from Makanpur in Uttar Pradesh, and he is really thought to be a Sufi saint, 
although many have doubts about this. Many have disagreed, especially with 
regard to his semi-mystical and semi-existential entity and his magical activities. 
But almost everyone is convinced that Shah Madar was a Muslim and that 
Wahadat-ul Wajood theory was the basis of his religious message. Originally, 
the external differences between Sufis and Yogis were explained by Shah Madar. 
The names of the later disciples of Shah Madar are found in ‘Gulzar-i-Akbar’. 

Dr. Mujib writes:

The Tabaqat-i-Shahjahani of Muhammad Sadiq, a Transcription of which 
I have seen in the Azad Libarary at Aligarh, says, ‘He had many famous 
“Khalifahs’ and eminent companions, all of whom were adorned with the 
externals of the Shari’ah. Nakedness and effrontery has appeared only recently 
in the members of this order / Shah Madar and his revered ‘Khlifahs’ were 
disgusted with this way of life.”5

(Account of Shah Madar, PP 20-21 of transcription)

Many have acknowledged the historical personality of Shah Madar:

“An historical figure around whom many ligendary feats were involved. ...His 
complete biography, the “Mir’ at-i Madari’, was written by Shaikh Abdur 
Rahman Chishti. Written in 1064/1654 it was based on a work entitled the 
Iman-i Mahmudi by Shah Madar’s Khalifa, Qazi Mahmud Kinturi, and on 
the Lata’ if-i Ashrafi. The Shaikh wrote the work near Shah Madar’s shrine 
at Makanpur in Kanpur, and as with his other work, the Mirat-i Mas’ udi, 
the author asserted he was helped in its compilation by the holy spirit of the 
great saint.”6

And this history is also full of mysteries. Shah Madar’s (born 1315 AD) 
father and ancestor were Jewish and he grew up in the education and culture 
of a Jewish family. After the death of his father, he traveled to Makkah and 
Madinah. In Makkah he met Saeed Muhammad Ashraf Jahangir Simani. Shah 
Madar went to Madinah and became Muslim. He then entered Hormuz from 
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Madinah and finally Gujarat in India. Ajmer via Gujarat, where he visited the 
tomb of Sufi saint Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti and came to Kalpi during the 
time of Qadir Shah (1410-35). Angered by Qadir Shah’s behavior, he finally 
settled in Makanpur, Uttar Pradesh. His position episodes are notable: thirty-
five years in Syria, forty years in Makkah-Madinah-Najaf, and fifty years in 
India. 

Dr. Rizvi writes:

“According to Shaika ‘Abdul Haqq, Shah Madar’s deciples claimed he 
had attained the mystic stage in which he shared in the nature of God, 
the Creater. They also reported that he took no meals by twelve years. He 
remained unpolluted according to holy law and hence was not require taking 
a ceremonial bath or change his clothes. Mostly he kept his face veiled.”7

The disciples of Shah Madar think that he took spiritual lessons directly 
from Hazrat Muhammad. Allegedly, Hazrat Muhammad was allowed to visit 
Paradise during Miraj but seeing the very delicate gates of Paradise, he asked 
Gabriel how it was so delicate. In response, Gabriel said to pronounce ‘Dum 
Madar’ (Madar is life) and Muhammad did so. ‘Dum Madar’ is the slogan of 
Madaris , which means-

‘Madar is Spirit and ‘Do not Breathe.’8

Many believed that the lifestyle of Shah Madar is itself a mixture of Shia 
and Sunni culture in India9 and by participating in the Urs festival, many have 
also noticed the Hindu people’s10 attitude towards Muslim Sufi saints:

“...The graves of famous Muslim saints attracted the devotion of all orders 
of Muslim society. Here one almost saw customs of idol-worship being 
closely copied. Such saints as Shah Madar, Sarwar Sultan, and Salar Mas’ud 
Ghazi…”11

One of the main disciples of Shah Madar was the Sufi saint Abdul Quddus 
(died 1543). Shah Allah of Bengal was the chief disciple of Shah Madar. His 
abode was in Gaur. He played a major role in propagating Madari tariqa in 
Bengal. In the late seventeenth century, the eminent saint Shah Sultan Hossain 
played a major role in the propagation of the Madari Silsila in Bengal. And 
there is room for doubt as to what it is said that Shah-i-Madar himself preached 
Madari tariqa by visiting Chittagong and Faridpur districts of Bangladesh. But 
there is no doubt that he possessed miraculous powers and was a great traveler 
along with preaching. He preached that there is no need for Pir as a means for 
attaining nearness to Allah.12
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The Persian word ‘Darbesh’ and the Arabic word ‘Fakir’ are synonymous. 
‘Dar’ means door. A person who lives a religious life by begging from door to 
door is a ‘Darbesh’ and a ‘Fakir’. According to the Qur’an, since Allah is the 
sole owner and guardian of the world, all the people of the world are needy, 
beggars and Fakirs to Him. ‘Poverty is my pride’ - declared the last Prophet 
Muhammad. And the last prophet is considered by the Sufi saints to be the fast 
and foremost Sufi. His meditation in the cave of Mount Hera, remembrance 
of God ( Dhikr), acquiring esoteric knowledge and the subsequent imparting 
of esoteric knowledge between the four Caliphs – Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman 
and Ali ; belief in the existence and Oneness of God (Tawhid), the difference 
between Marifat and Tariqat, Iman (the six articles of faith, known as arkan 
al-iman), Talab (yearning / quest for something / Beloved), Irfan (wisdom, 
gnosis), Fanafillah ( annihilation of the self in God) and Baqabillah ( the end 
result of fanafillah , eternity within God ) are the core of Sufi philosophy. The 
word – ‘Fakir’, ‘Darbesh’ and ‘Sufi’ has become synonymous due to asceticism 
and religion. The word ‘Aulia’ is also synonymous. Western commentators 
want to capture the mystic devotee with the word ‘mystic’. Professor Nicholson 
also wants to identify the Sufi by applying mystical words, but a subtle aspect 
of discussion is avoided through this word; a reviewer writes:

“The word ‘Marami’ or mystic refers to the Muslim mystic saints who follow 
the mystic saints of  all communities irrespective of  race or religion. However, 
the word ‘Sufi’ refers to him who has a pure, holy and hyaline heart. That 
is, all Sufis are mystic saints, but not all mystic saints are Sufis.”13 (‘মরমী’ 
বা ‘মিস্টিক’ শব্দ দিয়ে জাতিধর্ম নির্বিশেষে সকল সম্প্রদায়ের মরমী 
সাধকদের অনুসারী মুসলিম মরমী সাধকদের বুঝায়। তবে ‘সুফি’ শব্দ দিয়ে 
তাঁকেই বুঝায়, যিনি শুদ্ধ, পবিত্র ও নির্মল হৃদয়ের অধিকারী। অর্থাৎ সব 
সুফিই মরমী সাধক, কিন্তু সব মরমী সাধকই সুফি নন।)

As a result, the source of  the origin of  the community of  Islamic Fakirs is 
entirely the Qur’an, Hadith, the personal life of  the Prophet Muhammad, the 
religious life and ideals of  the companions of  the Prophet (Sahabah). The 
deep and wide sense in which Lalon Fakir uses the word ‘Fakiri’ reveals various 
aspects of  his teachings. No name / identity of  any non-Muslim Murshid or 
spiritual guide is found in the Sijaranama (Gurukul scripts) of  Fakiri tariqa. 
According to Dr. Upendranath Bhattacharya, Fakirs of  Bengal though secretly 
practiced Buddhism and Vaishnava-Sahajiya religion or nature-male related 
religion14 (বাংলার বাইরে থেকে আগত তত্ত্ব - দৃষ্টিসম্পন্ন উচ্চাঙ্গের 
সাধক মুসলমান ফকির, দরবেশ, আউলিয়াদের নিকট দীক্ষিত ও মুসলমান ধর্মে 
ধর্মান্তরিত, কিন্তু গোপনে বৌদ্ধ - সহজিয়া ধর্ম তথা প্রকৃতি-পুরুষ 
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- মিলনঘটিত ধর্ম পালিত সাধকরা বাংলার ফকির।) and were baptized 
by the theologians cum devotees of  the highest order mainly Muslim Fakirs, 
Darbesh and Aulias from outside Bengal and converted to Islam, yet even after 
such a decision, the various features of  the Fakiri tariqa remain unmentioned. 
There is a lot of  difference in the Vaishnava Baul with the subtle differences 
that remain even in the method of  pursuits. 

Looking at the history of  Sufi philosophy, it can be seen that the Sufi 
saints have a slightly different view of  the Prophet and the Revelation (Wahy), 
and that is very different from the mainstream of  the Shari’ah. Ignoring the 
strictures of  Shari’ah, the pursuit of  Marifat is the absolute adoration of  
the Sufi. The Prophet is endowed with full knowledge by both the Nabuwat 
(Apostleship, Prophethood) and the Belayet (the attainment of  the closeness, 
The Divine Relations). The knowledge of  Belayat is the knowledge of  the 
heart obtained directly as a saint, which is going on in the tradition of  Guru-
disciple. And, what meanings, signs and symbols are carried in the thirty letters 
of  the Qur’an in Arabic and how the treasure of  esoteric knowledge is built 
behind the metaphors and symbols - the Fakirs present its multi-dimensional 
explanation in the transcendental and worldly connotations. And they believe 
in the Murshid tradition of  this esoteric knowledge. In interpreting many 
verses of  the Qur’an, multiple sects and sub-sects have been formed among 
the Fakirs and they are confident in their own tariqa: 

“The Fakirs and saints of  Bengal, in their spiritual pursuits, reached the 
last Prophet through the Guru-disciple tradition and recognized him as 
the foremost person in the Sufi silsila.”15 (বাংলার ফকির দরবেশরা তাঁদের 
আধ্যাত্মিক সাধনায় গুরু-শিষ্য পরম্পরার মাধ্যমে শেষ নবীতে গিয়ে 
পৌঁছান এবং তাঁকে সুফি সিলসিলার সর্বপ্রধান ব্যক্তি হিসাবে স্বীকার 
করেন।)

Many believe that the Madari community originated from the Taifuria sect. 
Taifur Shami was the Murshid of Sayed Badiuddin Ahmed Zinda Shah Madar 
known by the title Qutb-ul-Madar.

The Madari Fakirs also adhere to the continuity of  the institutional 
relations of  the Pir-Murid, but their place in the Sufi society is much lower in 
terms of  nobility and peerage. Indigenous as well as local culture has inevitably 
influenced the life of  the Pir and orthodoxy, superstition and even blindness 
are mixed with tradition and faith. Madari is rooted in the idea that they are 
basically magicians and they show a variety of  games and jugglery. Local 
folklore, miraculous stories or forms of  self-promotion are more effective 
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than scriptural discipline. A group of  Bay-Shara (non-Shari’ah) Sufis or Fakirs 
was formed out of  the ideology of  the Sufi saints, combining Islamic traditions 
with regional folklore elements. The unconventional folk beliefs of  this Bay-
Shara Fakir community have had a profound impact on the Indian culture of  
Islam. And from here- 

“Madari magic can claim to be a novelty. There is not much in common 
with other Sufi communities in this magic show. ... Madarika Khel is a well-
known word in the rural areas. With which one culture is involved.”16 (মাদারিদের 
যাদুবিদ্যা এক অভিনবত্ব দাবি করতে পারে। এই যাদুবিদ্যা দেখানো 
সম্প্রদায়ের সঙ্গে অন্যান্য সুফি সম্প্রদায়ের খুব একটা মিল খুঁজে পাওয়া 
যায় না। ...গ্রামাঞ্চলে ‘মাদারিকা খেল’ বিশেষ পরিচিত শব্দ। যার সঙ্গে 
এক সংস্কৃতি জড়িয়ে আছে।) 

The position of  Madari Pir is very significant, profound and rooted in the 
folk culture, folklore, folktales and myths of  Bengal and India:

“The folk culture that has developed around the Madari Pir in terms of  
excellence cannot be overlooked by other Sufis.”17 (শ্রেষ্ঠত্বের বিচারে 
মাদারি পীরকে কেন্দ্র করে যে লোকায়ত সংস্কৃতি গড়ে উঠছে অন্যান্য 
সুফিদের নিয়ে সে ধরনের চিন্তাভাবনা লক্ষ করা যায় না।)

The political dominance of  the Madari community can be traced back to 
the first half  of  the fifteenth century, and in the middle of  the eighteenth 
century they also fought against the rule of  the Company. The Madari were 
the main protagonists of  the Fakir Rebellion of  the eighteenth century.18 
(অষ্টাদশ শতাব্দীর ফকির বিদ্রোহের মূল নায়ক ছিল মারারিরা।) They 
had innumerable Dargas almost all over undivided Bengal including Assam, 
especially in Bogra, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Faridpur, Chittagong, Coochbehar and 
Jalpaiguri and their attraction and popularity in the public mind was enviable. 

Qutb is one of  the highest special levels of  the Sufi tradition.19 
(সুফি পরম্পরার এক অতি উচ্চ বিশেষ স্তর কুতুব ।) The levels of  Sufi 
tradition are Wali (friend of  God, Sufi saint, holy person), Abdal (a group of  
true and pure believers in God, those who serve as a partial replacement to the 
role of  the Prophets or ‘friends of  God’, The Substitutes), Awtad ( The Pillars, 
the four “Men of  God”)*, Ghawth ( The Helper or the Means of  Divine Help, 
saints of  the highest rank), Qutbul Aktab ( The “Pole of  guidance” ) and 
Qutbul Madar (The “Pole of  Madar”).

“The sixth or seventh level in Sufism is the Qutb whose job is to remove 
the rules or chaos that exist in the universe and to encompass the whole world 
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properly.”20 (সুফিবাদে ষষ্ট বা সপ্তম স্তর হল কুতুব যাঁর কাজ হল 
বিশ্বব্রহ্মাণ্ডে যে নিয়ম বা বিশৃঙ্খলা রয়েছে তা দূর করা এবং সমগ্র 
বিশ্ব সঠিকভাবে প্রদক্ষিণ করা।)

Shah Madar mastered the Qutbul Madar level. Nicholson reports ninety-
nine levels. The word ‘Madari’ comes from ‘Qutbul Madar’. In the Sufi world, 
Syed Badi’uddin is better known as Qutbul Madar, also known as Shah Madar. 
Shah Madar received the recognition of  ‘Qutub-e Madar’ from the house of  
Allah while performing prayers in Makkah. The Fakirs believe that the Fakir 
community of  the world has originated from four Pir and fourteen families. 
According to them, the fourth Caliph of  Islam, Hazrat Ali, was the first Pir 
and he later handed over the Caliphate to Hasan Bashari. There is more 
disagreement with the activities of  other major Sufi communities, especially 
the Chishti, Suhrawardi, Nakshabandi or Qadiri communities than the Madaris. 
The Madaris have never been favored by the monarchy, nor have they had 
much to do with economic matters. But conveyed the mystical teachings of  
Islam to the wider society, especially to the most marginalized / oppressed 
people through their teachings. Their Dargahs were literally the holy sanctum 
of  cultural harmony with spiritual pursuits. The Shunya Purana written by 
Ramai Pandit is the real proof  of  the spread of  Madaris in the Gaur region. 
The influence of  the Madaris in sixteenth century Bengal is clear from the 
‘Niranjaner Rusma’ in the Shunya Purana:

“Niranjan is formless, descended as the best avatar, Sulet used to say arrogant. 
All the gods, unanimous in the meeting, overwhelmed with rejoice.”

“নিরঞ্জন নিরাকার, হৈলা ভেস্ত অবতার,

সুলেত বলেত দম্বদার।

জতেক দেবতাগণ, সভে হয়্যা একমন, 

আনন্দেতে পরিল ইজার ।” 

In fact, from the middle of  the seventeenth century, the Madaris had a 
great influence and spread in North Bengal. Kamel bin Ziyad, is one of  the 
four Pirs of  the Fakirs and the origin of  Bay-Shara Fakirs is from his time. 
Madaris are much more enthusiastic about Bay-Shara or non-Islamic ideology 
and they are very passionate: 

“They used to surrender themselves to Allah for self-examination. In this 
way, they developed curiosity on the one hand and spiritual thinking on 
the other.”21 (তারা আত্মপরীক্ষা করার জন্য আল্লার কাছে নিজেদের 
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সমর্পণ করত। এভাবে একদিকে তাদের কৌতূহল ও অন্যদিকে আধ্যাত্মিক 
চিন্তাভাবনার বিকাশ ঘটাত।)

They had given up worldly life and were accustomed to Dargah-centric life. 
They used to appear at the far-flung Dargahs on the occasion of Pir’s death 
anniversary - ‘Urs’. The researcher has described the Madari Fakirs: 

“... Instead of  reasoning, Madari Fakirs used to have tiger skin and peacock 
skin because of  faith. In addition, there were huge kettle drums and kakshols, 
kisti, tongs or sometimes sharp weapons. Apart from that, there is a flag 
with a picture of  a fish which is known as Mahi-Maratib. The rationale for 
keeping these is not found in Islamic scriptures. As a result, these shots have 
been followed by Madaris for centuries as part of  the Bay-Shara culture, and 
may have been associated with a popular culture.”22 (... যুক্তির পরিবর্তে 
বিশ্বাস বদ্ধমূল হওয়ায় মাদারি ফকিরদের কাছে থাকত বাঘের চামড়া ও 
ময়ূরের ছাল। এছাড়া সঙ্গে থাকত বিশাল বিশাল নাকাড়া ও কাকশোল, 
কিশতি, চিমটা বা কখনো কখনো ধারালো অস্ত্রশস্ত্র। তা ছাড়া 
মাছের ছবি সমন্বিত পতাকা যা মাহি-মরাতিব নামে পরিচিত। এগুলি রাখার 
যৌক্তিকতা ইসলামীয় শাস্ত্রে পাওয়া যায় না। যার ফলে এগুলি বে-শরা 
সংস্কৃতির অঙ্গ হিসাবে মাদারিরা যুগের পর যুগ ধরে অনুসরণ করে চলেছে 
এবং যেগুলি হয়তো এক লোকায়ত সংস্কৃতির সঙ্গে যুক্ত হয়ে পড়েছে।) 

The Madaris chose the path of spiritual pursuit through austerities. There were 
some notable features of the Madari tariqa, such as:

Maintenance and preservation of Pir’s Dargah

Urs observance on the occasion of the death anniversary of Pir.

Carrying the tradition of Pir-Murid relationship by observing Urs.

Khadem, Taliban and Ashiq used to live a married life and participate in 
religious life.

In addition to giving religious advice to the disciples, they also played an 
active role in religious organizations. The Murids’ family, cultural, spiritual and 
even medical problems were solved through religious tariqa.

Sama (a popular form of  worship in Sufism, Spiritual concert) or Qawwali 
was regularly sung in the Dargah with the help of  musical instruments.

According to the Pir’s ideology, the Dargah-centric life was considered 
sacred by the Madaris. 

The Dargahs of  the Madari Fakirs were located outside the civilized 
society and the places surrounded by hills and forests were more in numbers. 
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Apart from the Dargah of  Shah Madar, the geographical location of  the 
Dargah Hilsa of  Syed Mohammad Jamaluddin, the Dargah of  Baliadighi or 
the Dargah of  Mahasthangarh in Bogra was adjacent to the hill forest. Places 
were prominent for the Fakir’s life and for the convenience of  hiding. Not only 
sound education but his alertness and dedication too are most required. Majnu 
Shah’s revolt against the Company’s rule and his position at Mahasthangarh 
were advantageous both in terms of  spirituality and security. 

The Madari Fakirs were adamant about proving themselves to be Muslims 
as they were outside the Shariah.

‘Fakiri ways of  life and rules were published in sign language.23 
(‘ফকিরি জীবনধারা ও নিয়মপ্রণালী সাংকেতিক ভাষায় প্রকাশিত হত।)

The silver plate of  Mahi-Mbati of  the Madaris had a picture of  a fish on 
one side and Panjtan on the other; Panjtan - meaning the five-holy people 
of  Islam - Hazrat Muhammad, Fatima, Hazrat Ali, Hazrat Hasan and Hazrat 
Hussain. Mahi means fish which was very sacred to the Madaris.

Among the daily necessities were - tweezer, peacock skin, tiger skin, tam-
tam etc.

There are four branches of  the Madari Silsila in Makwanpur - Khademan, 
Diwangan, Taliban and Ashekan. Diwangan or Madari Fakirs only practiced 
religious rites in Urs, they had no other role.

‘Dhamal game was the main religious code of  conduct of  the Madaris. 
The feature is to follow the Pir in groups with bare feet and jump into it 
by lighting a fire around it. He would breathe fast by chanting the mantras 
‘Dum-Madar’, ‘Dum-Madar’, ‘Dum-Madar’. There is a belief  that this process 
would try to prolong them.24 (‘দম্-মাদার’, ‘দম্-মাদার’, ‘দম্-মাদার’ মন্ত্র 
উচ্চারণের মধ্য দিয়ে দ্রুত শ্বাস নিত। এই প্রক্রিয়া তাদের দীর্ঘজীবী 
করতে সচেষ্ট হত বলে এরকম এক বিশ্বাস প্রচলিত আছে।)

“The Dargah of  Shah Balkhi on the banks of  the Karatoya river in Bogra 
and the geographical location of  Mahasthangarh are the main reasons for the 
attraction of  Madari Fakirs. Again, Hindu monks used to come with Narayani 
on the occasion of  bathing in the river Baruni. ... This mutual coexistence 
helped to influence the socio-cultural life of  rural Bengal. ”25 (বগুড়ার করতায়া 
নদীর তীরে শাহ্ বলখীর দরগা ও মহাস্থানগড়ের ভৌগোলিক অবস্থান 
মাদারি ফকিরদের কাছে আকর্ষণের মূল কারণ। আবার এই করতোয়া 
নদীর বারুণী স্নান উপলক্ষে নারায়ণী যোগে হিন্দু সন্ন্যাসীরা আসত। 
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...এই পারস্পরিক সহাবস্থান গ্রাম বাংলার সামাজিক-সাংস্কৃতিক জীবনকে 
প্রভাবিত করতে সাহায্য করেছিল।)

The financial base of  the Madari community was remarkably strong from 
earnings from Urs, although the Madari Fakirs were deprived of  it. The villagers 
of  the area adjacent to the Dargah of  the Madari Fakirs used to help them with 
their money. The conflict between the zamindars and the peasants of  Bengal 
and the Fakirs culminated in the eighteenth century with the donation of  this 
money. It was not possible for the common villagers and zamindars of  Bengal 
to pay the casual dues of  the Fakirs for the famine of  the seventy-six. This was 
also the beginning of  Fakir’s revolt.

Again, there were conflicts with the sharecroppers of  Urs and Pir had to 
settle it. In the second half  of  the eighteenth century, the rebellious Fakir leader 
Cherag Ali and Shasmer Shah (Roson Ali) clashed with these sharecroppers, 
eventually leading to the deaths of  the two. As a result, Urs was also one of  the 
organizational centers for resolving economic disputes. 

The influence of  Murshid and Darvesh Fakirs on the life, society and 
culture of  Bengalis was extensive and profound. The historical and social 
presence of  Darvesh, Fakir, Pir, Aulia, Aul, Baul, Sai and other mystic 
and Tantric groups outside the main religious groups of  Bengal has kept 
Gurumukhi or Pirmukhi education alive for a long time.. The ebb and flow 
of  the mystical feeling that still flows in Bengali life today in keeping with the 
seven currents of  the river Jamuna and the weak current of  the Bengali river 
which merges with the Karotoya river due to the impact of  fifty nine waves 
can be seen in ‘Khowabnama’. There is an alternative feeling of  life flowing 
with mystical beliefs and statements. The exploration of  Lalon’s ‘Man of  
the Mind’(Moner Manus) and ‘Unknown Bird’(Achin Pakhi), Rabindranath’s 
concept of  ‘Happiness’(Ananda) or Manik Bandyopadhyay’s ‘Ideas of  Life’ 
in the novel - ‘Dibaratrir Kabya’ and Cherag Ali Fakir in ‘Khowabnama’ are 
marked by the same greater consciousness and thought. Madari Fakir Cherag 
Ali is present in the mystical aspect of  the idea of  life without the connection 
of  sex. 

Sufism originated in Arabia in the late 8th century, expanding the esoteric 
knowledge and mystical teachings of  the Qur’an. The arrival of  Sufis in 
northern and north-western India in the 2nd half  of  the 11th century through 
Persia, Samarkand, Bukhara and Afghanistan and its spread in Bengal in the 
2nd half  of  the 13th century. The popular spread of  Sufism can be seen in 
Bengal in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Sufi saints set up hermitage 
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(Astana) and preached the simple and mystical method of  human association 
with God. Later, Sufism developed a multi-dimensional connection, influence 
and blend of  Buddhism and Indian Tantric practice. The popular (Lokayat) 
Pir community emerged in Bengal under the direct and indirect influence of  
Sufism. The songs of  the pious Fakirs of  the Muslim community are mainly 
Marfati and Murshidi and the songs of  the pious Fakirs in the Muslim inhabited 
areas of  East Bengal are also mainly Marfati and Murshidi. In the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, a community of  Sufis, the Madari community, gradually 
gained influence in many parts of  North Bengal and East Bengal. 
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Abstract: Jawaharlal Nehru was a queer mixture of the West and East and his 
thought was influenced on the one side by Karl Marx and the other by the ideas 
of Gandhi. This paper is an attempt to highlight the revision of Marxian ideals 
in the Nehruvian policies so as to make it most suitable to the Indian conditions. 
Individuality is not killed or suppressed but was well preserved in Nehru’s model 
of socialism. He realized that reforms brought about by non-violent means are 
more stable. Here we find his difference from Marx and he interpreted Marxian 
socialism in the light of Gandhian humanism. Like Marx, Nehru was also against 
organized religion. But Nehru realized that Indian mind is essentially religious. 
So, he tried to meet the challenge of religion through the force of secularism. 
Thus, we find that as a great visionary, Nehru provided policies of the nation 
building in the realm of socio-political and religious fields by combining Marxian 
ideals of Western tradition with that of Gandhian model of Eastern tradition so 
as to make it best suited to the Indian situation.

As one of the principal architects of Indian’s freedom, as a person who shaped 
the destiny of India and as the guiding force of modern India, Nehru’s place 
is among the tallest figures of the 20th century. In the long seventeen years 
of Prime minister ship since Independence he tried to put our country on a 
progressive, scientific, dynamic and non-communal path. The central theme of 
his political philosophy revolves round the concepts of socialism, secularism, 
freedom and democracy. Jawaharlal Nehru was a queer mixture of the West 
and East and his thought was influenced on the one side by Karl Marx and the 
other by the ideas of Gandhi. But he never became a blind devotee of either. In 
this paper we are making an attempt to enquire how Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
who was an admirer of Marxian ideas modified it in order to get it suited to the 
Indian conditions. Nehru always remained fresh and there has been constant 
need to understand, to define and redefine Nehru, and for this purpose the 
present paper is significant.
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Like many other political thinkers of his age Nehru was profoundly 
impressed by Marxist thought. In Discovery of India, he wrote, “a study of 
Marx and Lenin produced a powerful effect on my mind and helped me to see 
history and current affairs in a new light …. Much in Marxist philosophical 
outlook, I could accept without difficulty: its monism, non-duality of mind 
and matter, dynamics of matter, and the dialectic of continuous change by 
evolution as well as leap, though action and inter-action, cause and effect, 
thesis, anti-thesis and synthesis.”1 He found historical materialism also of 
importance and according to him, the value of Marxism lay in its absence of 
dogmatism.

Marxist philosophy had deepened Nehru’s insight into history but it did 
not convert him in to a Marxist. He had very many deep-rooted doubts about 
the basic tenets of Marxism-excessive use of violence, lack of morality, rank 
materialism and the disastrous divorce between means and ends. The reasons 
were his background, personality make-up, impact of Gandhian philosophy, 
and his abhorrence to violence. Gandhi held that, “My socialism was natural 
to me and adopted from the books. It come out of y unshakable belief in non-
violence…. Unfortunately, Western socialists have, so far as I know, believed in 
the necessity of violence for enforcing socialist doctrines.”2 Following Gandhi, 
Nehru also was of opinion that, “Communism has definitely allied itself to the 
approach of violence even if it does not indulge, normally in physical violence. 
Its language is of violence, its thought is violent, and it does not seek to change 
by persuasion. This is completely opposed to the peaceful methods which 
Gandhi taught us.”3

Nehru was essentially a democrat and liberal. He observed, “My roots are 
still, perhaps, partly in the19th century and I have been too much influenced by 
the humanist liberal tradition to get out of its completely.”4 The philosophical 
basis of Pandit Nehru’s political thought was humanism which gives to man 
the central place and so he could not accept Marxism whole heartedly. He 
was not prepared to accept each and every idea of Marx and Lenin and did 
not favour the application of Marxian theory as such in the Indian situation. 
He was prepared to shed off that which was incompatible with the Indian 
situation and to import only that which was beneficial for India. He realized 
that Orthodox Marxism was incapable to understand the Indian masses and 
their problems. So, he wanted to revise it and make it suitable to the Indian 
conditions. For this, scientific theory of Marxism was applied in accordance 
with Gandhian techniques.
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Revision of Marxian Socialism

Pandit Nehru evolved his own ideas about socialism and tried to give them a 
practical shape. The writings of Nehru is generally considered as one of the most 
important examples of socialist thinking in the 20th century India. He accepted 
certain features and rejected other features emerging from the application of 
Marxian socialism in various countries. He accepted the basic ideas of Marxian 
socialism but revised it so as to make it best suited to Indian conditions. The 
ingredients of socialist economy like planning, Nehru attempted to implement 
in his own way after becoming the Prime minister of India. He developed a 
deep faith in the ultimate success of socialism as the panacea or the human ills. 
His line of socialism stemmed from his broad humanitarian outlook to liberate 
mankind from their miseries. His socialist ideas cannot be understood save in 
the context of his deep belief in man and in the dignity of human existence.

Though he was influenced by scientific socialism of Marx, he did not follow 
Marx blindly because of the impact of Gandhian ideals on him. In Marxian 
socialism, individual is not he central concern. But in the Nehruvian model, 
the basic concern was individual- his liberty and rights. Following Gandhi, 
he looked at social problems from an individualistic stand point. Respect 
for individual, his dignity, creativity and responsibility were the kernal of his 
thought. He wanted to have a system wherein the individual’s interest could 
be reconciled with those of the society. Gandhi maintains that: “My socialism 
means ‘even unto the last’. I do not want rise on the ashes of the blind, the deaf 
and the dumb. In their socialism, probably these have no place. Their one aim 
is material progress…. I do not … I want freedom for full expression of my 
personality … Under the other socialism, there is no individual freedom.”5 He 
found no contradiction between socialism and individualism. His socialism 
aimed at ensuring and promoting maximum freedom to the individuals.

Thus, we see that though Marx and Nehru wanted to establish a classless 
society providing equal opportunities through socialism, their approach was 
on different lines. Nehru wanted to ensure and promote maximum freedom to 
the individuals and this was absent in Marxian philosophy. In the method of 
achievement of socialism also both these thinkers differed. Marx had interpreted 
the theory of class-war revolution and dictatorship of proletariat. As stated by 
Dr. Srinivas, “Through his historical materialism Marx identified the socio-
historical factors that lead to private ownership, means of production, surplus 
value, domination of the rich over the poor. He visualized that in long run 
capitalism is going to collapse du to inherent internal contradictions within 
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itself. What Marx viewed is that scientific socialism is not an accidental doctrine 
rather it is inbuilt in the very social nature.”6 But awareness of the dangers 
and difficulties involved in following the Soviet path of socialism led Nehru 
more and more to appreciate the merits of Gandhian path. Though he looked 
upon classless society as a noble ideal, he did not support violent methods for 
its realization. He knew that Indian situation and psychology were ill-suited 
to violence. According to Nehru, goals of socialism are to be achieved in an 
evolutionary manner. Violent means result in the establishment of dictatorial 
system. Nehru who was a liberal thinker and an ardent disciple of Mahatma 
Gandhi could not think of violent mans to achieve goals of socialism. Through 
violent means, a small section of people would impose their will on a large 
number of people. Non-violent and peaceful means would slowly but change 
the whole society. Nehru realized that reforms brought about by nonviolent 
means are more suitable. So, he repudiated the ideas of violence in changing 
the social order. Instead, he accepted whole heartedly the peaceful technique of 
non-violent action which Gandhiji practiced. He believed that it was possible 
to establish socialism by democratic means and thereby allow sufficient 
freedom for the development of individual. Thus, individuality was not killed 
or suppressed but was well preserved in his model of socialism.

Nehruvian Concept of Democracy

One of Nehru’s objections to Marxism was that it could not be reconciled with 
democracy. He renounced the Marxist conception of class struggle, and urged 
the revision of the law of surplus value, contradictions of capitalism and the 
law regarding revolution. He was also against centralization and whole sale 
nationalization. In order to achieve the goal of classless society, Nehru emphasized 
the need of total transformation of social life through democratic methods. 
He believed that democracy was inevitable in a country like India because it 
represented a structure of society in which human values can be best realized. In it 
changes can be made only by mutual discussion and persuasion and not by violent 
means. He was of opinion that democratic process and socialist process could go 
together because they are two faces of the same concept. Socialism emphasizes the 
economic and democracy the political aspect. Thus, his democratic socialism is 
an outcome of his own individualism and liberalism, Gandhian end and means, 
Marxian concern for underdogs, and an inevitable spread of socialism in the 
world. Effectiveness and relevance of Nehru’s concept of democratic socialism are 
vindicated by the changes in the communist countries which have amply proved 
that people want both bread and freedom.
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Nehru differs from Marx

Absolute faith in freedom of man was another reason which made Nehru to 
disagree with orthodox Marxism. Nehru had firm faith in the freedom of the 
individual. He held, “nothing can be worse for world, I think, than deprivation 
of human freedom of the individual.”7 He believed that Indian society cannot 
last long without such social virtues like freedom and so he insisted that 
freedom of thought and expression should be assured to the individuals. But 
in Marxism, the rights and freedom of man were denied in favour of state. 
Marxism, according to Nehru, crushed the free spirit of man. He was against 
the undemocratic features of Marxism and was irritated by their dictatorial ways 
and aggressive methods. Thus, though certain aspects of Marxism attracted 
him, his mind revolted against it when the question of basic human values 
were taken into consideration. Again, though both Marx and Nehru wanted 
to achieve the same goal of the establishment of socialistic pattern of society, 
the methods they envisaged for its attainment was different. Pandit Nehru’s 
socialism envisages liberal ends, particularly social and economic equality and 
makes freedom meaningful for common man. He argued that Marxism which 
gave no freedom to individual and favoured revolutionary methods was ill-
suited to Indian conditions. So, he interpreted Marxian socialism in the light 
of Gandhian humanism.

Marxian and Nehruvian concept of Religion

According to Karl Marx, religion was the opium of people. He believed that 
religion was a form of alienation in the sense that man’s own powers and 
capacities are projected outside himself and are personified by way of their 
attribution to God or Gods. The elimination of this alienation was essential 
to human liberation consisting in the realization of the socialist ideal as 
conceived by Marx. He thus considered religion as an obstacle to the advent 
of socialism. Pandit Nehru was also against any form of organized religion. In 
building up of our country his main emphasis was on freeing our minds from 
the obsessions of dogmatic religion. It was Nehru’s view that India had suffered 
for a long time from religious dogmas. Like Marx, Nehru also considered that 
people’s involvement with organized religion was the main stumbling block in 
the way of India’s progress. He argued that the organized religion which was 
founded on blind faith, superstition, reaction, exploitation and vested interests 
was impediment to national unity. As he says in his Autobiography, “And 
organized religion invariably becomes a vested interest and thus reactionary 
force opposing change and progress.”8 As a man essentially interested in the 
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present world, Nehru felt that the organized religion did not help and even 
hindered the moral and spiritual progress of man. Thus, we find that Pandit 
Nehru’s views about organized religion was similar to that of Marx and he 
believed that religion had more harm than good to offer, and so India could 
progress faster and further by abandoning it.

Secularism meets challenges of Religion

Later Nehru realized that Indian mind is essentially religious, and efforts to 
purge it of all religion are neither very likely to succeed not wholly desirable. 
An attitude of getting rid of religion altogether was unsuited to a multi-
religious society like India. So, Nehru tried to meet the challenges of religion 
through the force of secularism. His secularism was not hostile to religion, 
but it only demands the marginalization of religion in the social and political 
life and restricting it one’s private life only. The state was ‘public’ institution, 
religion is an entirely ‘private’ matter. Secularism in this sense informed his 
policies and attitudes. Nehru was against mixing religion with politics and 
he considered politicization of religion as the greatest obstacle in the path of 
democratic socialism. So, he and his colleagues started steady efforts seeing 
to divorce religion from pubic life. He firmly held that, ‘the more practical 
answer was not opposition to religion but the removal of religion from public 
affairs, the separation of the state from all faiths, the insistence on religion 
as a personal matter for the individual citizen …. Only secularism of this 
type could be the corner stone of an egalitarian forward looking society with 
religious pluralism.”9 India, in spite of its pluralism, still remains as the largest 
democratic country in the world because of this great vision of Nehru and 
he made constant efforts to build up the nation based upon the principles of 
a sound secular humanism. According to Rajeev Bhargava, “Secularism as it 
is developed in India is central to a morally defensible inclusive society free, 
among other things, of religious or religion-based exclusions, oppressions 
and more generally forms of domination. I wish to stress that only the Indian 
version appropriately interpreted and not just any model of secularism will 
help deliver an inclusive society.”10 Thus, we see that though Nehru agreed 
with Marx that religion was an obstacle in the path of nation’s progress, 
he realized that in the Indian situation, it cannot be altogether eliminated. 
So, he made a revision in the ideas of Marx by restricting religion only to 
individual’s life and eliminated it from the public life and designed the Indian 
secularism for it.



Reflections of Marxian Ideologies in the Nehruvian Policies of Nation Building 79

Conclusion

It follows from the above discussion that though Nehru shared many opinions 
with Marx, he found that orthodox Marxian ideals as such cannot be applied 
to India. Along with the clear-cut understanding of the method, theory and 
programmes of scientific Marxism. Pandit Nehru had equally clear understanding 
that as far as India is concerned, if it was to built up here, it should grow out 
of Indian conditions. So, he made necessary revisions of the Marxian ideals by 
combining it with Gandhian techniques and his secular humanism.

Thus Nehru, who was great visionary, provided fundamental ideas in the 
realm of socio-political and religious fields by combining the best elements 
of Eastern and Western traditions. So “Nehru’s ideology continues to enjoy 
a dented but dominant position. Giving India such uncoerced ideological 
coherence and continuity for over four(five) decades was a remarkable historical 
achievement, almost unique in Third World countries and amply entitles him 
to the status of the founder of the modern Indian State.”11
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Abstract: Since India’s economic liberalisation in the 1990s, the approach to 
English language teaching-learning has experienced a paradigm change. English-
medium schools and “spoken English training centres” are proliferating across 
the nation. The degree of English introduction is no more a question of academic 
or practical considerations, but rather a political reaction. It looks to be more 
focused on satisfying the ambitions of a new generation of adolescents. Lack of 
English-language proficiency remains one of the industry’s greatest obstacles as it 
prepares for the rise of the Indian economy. Several industry recruiters depart the 
campuses of these colleges with the opinion that communication skills and English 
language proficiency is a significant obstacle. In this paper we present a review of 
relevant literature available in five thematic areas – the sociohistorical journey of 
English in India, development of English Language Teaching (ELT) in Indian 
education system, emerging shift from ‘communicative’ to ‘communication-
oriented’ language teaching, industry-academia collaboration, and action 
research. This critical evaluation of exiting research will serve the limited purpose 
of highlighting the shifts that is happening in the domain of English language 
teaching in India and it might help future researchers in undertaking more studies 
in specific contexts. 

Keywords: English Language Teaching, India, Communicative English, action 
research. 

Introduction

English in India is said to have started as a “political-historical accident” and 
now it is seen as a “language of opportunity” (Gautam, 1988). The advent 
and rise of the English language in India historically date to the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. History, politics, cultural and economic exchange, 
religious persuasion, psychological motivation, and dire necessity are broadly 
outlined factors that enabled the English to travel to India through missionaries 
and traders (Khan, 1999). Once an alien language, English, is now the Associate 
Official Language of India. It remains the language of administration, business 
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and commerce, higher-level jobs in public and private sectors, and language 
of law courts in India. English is also the link language, be it the Union and 
the states or the country’s educated elite (Agnihotri & Khanna, 1995). The 
incredible expanse of this language makes it desirable to learn. English promises 
a prosperous future and encompasses a beautiful present. India, however, has 
preserved and continues to maintain English as a language of the elite. This 
mentality will never enable English to attain the status of lingua franca in India 
(Agnihotri & Khanna, 1997). Over the years, the English in the subcontinent 
has led to the coming of Englishes- a whole new flavour of the language can 
be felt, which differs from the native pronunciation and is still prevalent in 
use, acceptable to intelligibility. These growing versions of the language lie 
testimonial because English has gained popularity and love through the ages 
and has established itself deeply on Indian soil. 

Drastic changes came in the teaching, use, and practice of the English 
language after establishing British rule in India. English attained the position 
of a dominant language, which was hitherto assigned to Persian, the language 
of Mughal courts, used by the Judiciary, academia, writers, poets, religious 
scholars, and the aristocrats of the court. The British parliament realised the 
political significance of the East India Company. Initially, English was used to 
conduct trade. It shifted its concern towards educating Indian people, which 
was limited to the Europeans and Anglo-Indians. The East India Company 
started building several institutes of higher learning. The Fort William College 
at Calcutta stays a pioneer institution providing western education. Convent 
schools and missionary educational hubs are a product and continue to educate 
people still. The government seriously undertook to educate the people here, 
and the Company started to build some institutes of higher learning in India.

Consequently, the Charter Act of 1813 renewed East India Company’s 
Charter for twenty years; it provided an annual sum of Rupees 100,000 to 
restore, review, and improve literature, simultaneously encouraging Indians 
to read literature and promote western education and sciences (Adams & 
Adams, 1971; Keith, 1936; Kingdon & Muzammil, 2003; Venkatanarayanan, 
2013). The initial intention of bringing English education to the Indian soil 
was purely missionary. Several Indians like Raja Rammohan Roy and Sir Syed 
Ahmed Khan had already started introducing western sciences to the Indian 
society and were advocating the need for English education. Further, blended 
with psychological makeup, it turned out to be ‘the white man’s burden’ 
(Brown, 2009; Jordan, 1974), teaching morals, sophistication, rationality, and 
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sensibility to the Indians so that they can come out of their deeply rooted 
supernatural beliefs. 

By 1835, English medium schools had started existing in Bengal and 
Bombay. There was a lot unspecified in the Charter Act; to begin with, it did 
not specify which literature was meant to be promoted, oriental, vernacular, 
or only English. A wave of consent had already started enveloping the men of 
letters, both Indian and Britishers, that English was the language and literature 
meant to be promoted, long before Macaulay declared his intentions in his 
Minutes. Macaulay confirmed and cleared the conflict in 1835, stating that 
he wanted to develop an elite English class of people from amongst Indians. 
Macaulay wanted to create a class of persons- Indian in blood and colour, but 
English in taste, opinion, morale, and intellect (Columbia University, n.d.). 
Macaulay’s declaration was followed by a note dated 15 February 1835 by from 
H. T. Prinsep, Secretary to the Government of India in the General Department 
(with marginal notes by T. B. Macaulay). But Macaulay’s recommendations 
regarding the significant improvement in Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit were 
rebutted. Instead, it led to establishing English as an official language of the 
government, of the imperial power and refinement and gradually of status and 
intellect, as Macaulay convinced Indians in accepting English as a language of 
importance (Mayhew, 1926; James, 1994). 

English was an already trending global language at that time, and that 
the need for it was overwhelming. Many Indians had already grasped fluent 
English, which showed that it is not difficult for other Indians to understand. 
He psychologically fascinated people in accepting that English was a better 
language and a more abundant reservoir than Sanskrit and Persian. Once 
established, none questioned the validity of one language over the other. Around 
1837, Persian and Sanskrit were replaced everywhere with English. Many 
colleges and institutes had already started teaching English, and since then, 
they kept growing. By 1857, the Universities of Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras 
were established and used English as the medium of instruction. The British 
also realised that training English teachers was significant to impart English 
education in return. The Sargent Committee Report suggested conducting a 
refresher course for all teachers, particularly those from rural areas (Sharma & 
Sharma, 1996). As recorded from the initial stages, such initiative indicates 
that adequate measures were taken ever since English education started in 
India. When India became independent, the first education minister, Maulana 
Kalam Azad, stated in an interim government press conference that So far as 
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general studies are concerned, it was never my intention to suggest that there 
should be any fall in the standard of English Agrawala, 1977; Elizabeth & 
Rao, 2010; Shailaja & Rao, 2015). In the words of India’s First Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (as cited in Elizabeth & Rao, 2010, p. 26): 

“One hundred and fifty years of intimate contact has made English an integral 
part our Educational System and this cannot be changed without injury to 
the cause of Education in India. In addition, English has today become one 
of the major languages of the world and Indians can neglect its study only at 
risk of loss to them.”

English in Post-Independence India

English was politically and authoritatively dominating the country in pre-
independence era. After independence, it remained at the centre of political 
debates on language issues. Government’s attempts to elevate Hindi as the 
‘national language’ did not succeed and English was retained as a “subsidiary 
official language” (Khan & Khan, 2018). English was envisaged to serve three 
main functions: as a medium of instruction in many schools, colleges, and 
universities, as a link language to communicate between Indian states and 
provinces with their regional languages and as a language of communication 
between India and the west (Annamalai, 1994). As early as Indian independence, 
it was reasonably expected that English in India was supposed to stay for long. 
Over time, Indians would emerge with a new version of it, probably Indian 
English, and even lead to accepting other versions commonly categorised as 
Englishes (Crystal, 2008). English remained entrenched in the domains of 
administration and judiciary and was used so extensively that to do away with 
it seemed impossible. Political leaders and writers used English conveniently for 
their speeches, discussions, and writings. English novels in the Indian context, 
delivering native sentiments and emphasising the inherent problems, soon 
came out, and a new narrative trend took over the existing English language. 
Indian nationalism and Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of life became the 
dominant themes in the writings of Mulk Raj Anand, R K Narayan, and 
Raja Rao, popularly known as the trio of Indian English writing (Naik, 1982; 
Mehrotra, 2003). A study of Anand’s novels reveals that he championed the 
cause of underprivileged and oppressed people. He emphasises the alienated, 
caste-divided Indian society and its effect on the nationalism of India. Raja 
Rao talks of Gandhi’s philosophies and narrates in the style of Puranas, talking 
of ancient Indian ethos and freedom struggle. Narayan does the same talking 
of Indian cultural remains and the importance of being independent leaders. 
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These novels were released during the early phases of independence or while 
the struggle was still on. A small chunk of Indians enjoyed English literature, 
and a small percentage from the elite, privileged classes seemed aware of the 
nuances of the English language. 

English is the most widely spoken language in India, termed as an associate 
language and next to Hindi, it is probably the most read and written language 
in the country. It is not only a communicative language but also a connecting 
inter-state and intra-state language throughout the country. English is a 
psychologically imbibed language among Indian and it stands as an identity 
marker of better education, culture, and intellect for many (Pandey, 2016). 
Besides the social and domestic territory where English has an overpowering 
influence, the systems in our country refer to the language as a language of 
eminence, be it legal, financial, or educational. 

English grew in India like any other language, functioning through the two 
core aspects of any language- literature) and grammar (Vasishth, Agnihotri & 
Khanna, 1997). As a result, the Grammar Translation Method was the prevalent 
methodology practiced to teach English. People relied on dictionaries to derive 
meanings, refer to vocabularies, and interpret texts. Rules of grammar were 
considered more important in analysing the processes of inflection and syntax 
of English words. This method, however, emphasised more on the accuracy of 
language in writing rather than speech fluency. This method was advocated and 
appreciated by language teachers and linguists like Franz Ahn (1796-1865) 
and H G Olendorff (1803-1865). This method could not withstand rigid and 
continuous use since it was memory-oriented practice and paid no heed to 
basic features of the language- listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.

Historically and politically, the Second World War and the Indian 
Independence slowed down the pace of English language teaching in India 
(Gautam, 1988). The world and the countries were immediately occupied on 
other relevant issues, which needed immediate redressal. Hence the English 
language, teaching, and writing were kept at bay. Radha Krishnan Commission 
(also known as the University Education Commission) submitted its first report 
in 1949, reflecting certain vagueness regarding the medium of instruction 
(Ministry of Education, 1962). English thus remained obscure in preliminary 
reports. The Secondary Education Commission became the first in India to give 
importance to English teaching in India (Krishnaswamy & Sriraman, 1995). 
The report remains an essential reference regarding teaching and evaluation, 
specifically for studying the English language. The reports also pointed out the 
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shortcomings of the teaching methodology mainly because of the Grammar 
Translation Method, which emphasised memorisation and verbalism. An 
activity-based method was supposed to be employed so that a concrete and 
realistic situation-based learning will make the purpose resourceful. The process 
recommended in the discussion above took longer to be implemented. After 
several improvisations, it paved the way for the Direct Method to achieve a useful 
teaching strategy for English Language Teaching. The Direct Method adversely 
affected the teaching of formal grammar. However, it brought welcoming 
change to the material adaptation practises and teaching methods in English 
at varying segmental and suprasegmental levels (Jayendran, Ramanathan & 
Nagpal, 2021). The teachers had now realised that for any language, be in 
English, and the primary role demands acute awareness of four vital skills- 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. 

During the 1950s, several English Language Teaching Institutions were 
established in India. Beginning with the English Language Teaching Institute 
(ELTI) in Allahabad (1954), followed by the Central Institute of English 
and Foreign Languages (CIEFL), previously known as Central Institute of 
English (1958) in Hyderabad. Around the same time, institutes of English 
were established in Bangalore and Chandigarh as well. An all India seminar on 
Teaching of English was held in Nagpur in 1957 and argued for a structural 
approach to English teaching (Bruton & Tamhane, 1958). The Structural 
Approach for ELT thus came up in the1960s. Structural linguistics made its first 
appearance in Indian classrooms by the 1970s. By then, professional English 
courses were taught in India. English had become a library language by then, 
an independent language for major studies. ELT emerged as an autonomous 
subject in India around the late 1980s. Structural approach tied to simplify 
the complexities offered by the Grammar Translation Method (GTM). It 
was based on the principles of structural grading, vocabulary control, oral 
situation presentation, and repeated practice for establishment (Gautam, 
1988; Richards & Rogers, 2001). The method focused more on the structure 
and ignored the crucial aspect of language. A globally recognised model for 
many years that included three hundred graded structures and three thousand 
controlled vocabulary items, which were taught to give the learner a sound 
knowledge of English. While many supported the method for being teacher-
friendly (Brwon, 1994; Bowen, 2013), many others criticised it to be ‘boring’ 
and ‘uninspiring’ for the students (Antony, 1993: Lake, 2013). In recent years, 
a combination of GTM and communicative language teaching (CLT) was 
also tried to deliver both – knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, accuracy and 
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fluency in communication – found encouraging results (Kaharuddin, 2018; 
Larsen-Freeman & Anderson, 2011). 

After independence, at the administrative level, it was decided to adopt 
Hindi as the official language to ease governance. Some linguists argued that 
English should cease to be one of the official languages by 1965 (Bhatt, 2001; 
Quirk, 1988, 1990). In a multilingual nation like ours, the language dilemma 
has forever existed. A three-language formula was suggested in 1961, at the 
chief ministers’ conference which was earlier recommended by the Kothari 
Commission in 1948-1949. The first language to be studied must be the 
mother tongue or the regional language, and the second language was to be 
some other modern language or English. In non-Hindi speaking states, the 
second language will be Hindi or English; the third language in such states will 
be English or a modern Indian language not studied as the second language. 
Academics observed that the formula “has been honored in the breach more 
than in reality” (Schiffman, 2020) and that in the absence of a unanimously 
accepted national language, English occupied the space as “the instrumental 
language” (Weinstein,1990). The New Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 
announced by the Government of India proposed “early implementation 
of the three-language formula to promote multilingualism” again created 
some controversies but the government quickly subsided the English-Hindi 
debate subsided later when the education minster announced that the central 
government will not mandate any language for any state (Shihabudeen, 2020). 

English Language Teaching in India

A lack of uniform in language policy over the decades and its accompanying 
political undercurrents continues to impact the ELT scenarios in India 
(Baldridge, 1996; Ramanathan & Morgan, 2007) and students continue to 
show their incompetency and incapability when writing a proper format of a 
letter, curriculum vitae, or content in English and their English pronunciation 
remains diverse. Every state has its own school boards, educational polices, 
curriculums, and prescribed texts. Apart from the quality of teachers, 
several other factors are causing a discrepancy in English language teaching. 
Government aided and private schools, convent, and English mediums are 
some of the basic differentials here. Some of the cultural catalysts cannot be 
ignored. An individual’s class, access to resources like English films, books, 
songs, and social sphere plays a significant role in shaping the level of command 
over the English language (Baldridge, 1996; Ramanathan & Morgan, 2007; 
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Sriprabha, 2015). The pronunciation of English of Indian students presents a 
variety of accents depending on their domicile, language of instructions. The 
can be speaking Hindi English or Tamil English though the spread of English 
medium schools across the country have reduced these verities to create an 
acceptable standard across the subcontinent, which has been termed as General 
Indian English (GIE) (Pandey, 1981, 1984, 1985, 2015).

 The initial inclusion of English teaching in India involved including 
rich English classics from writers like Chaucer, Bacon, Addison, Steele, 
Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Johnson, Wordsworth, Sheley, Keats, 
and Eliot. The system of English education through literary classics continued 
until independence. People seemed interested in English education, and 
many came forward irrespective of their social status and privileges. Several 
complaints regarding English standards were made, and the government had to 
appoint commissions regularly to probe and improvise the issue. Commissions 
opinionated on the importance of English and affirmed its significance 
everywhere and in all the spheres. The system of teaching English through 
literature remained, and it was only after the 1950s that English was split into 
Language and Literature; the former was based on the Linguistic aspects of it, 
while the latter involved critical interpretation of literature. The emergence of 
science and technology and the widening of communication-based commerce 
paved the way for a newer dimension of English, focusing on communicative 
skills. These communicative skills involved the four basic Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, and Writing skills. Literature was classified as a language learning 
experience. Several language experts claim that literature is an intrinsic part 
of the curriculum; hence, there is an immediate need to blend language and 
literature to teach English effectively (Agnihotri & Khanna (1997). 

English language teaching in schools and colleges has gone through several 
changes over the years. Initially, English was taught from the fifth standard in 
government or non-English medium schools. It was not made a compulsory 
subject, and there was an option to study in any desirable mode of instruction. 
The syllabus was literature-based, having poems or short stories, prescribed 
novels, and plays. In present times, it includes skill-based exercises like dictation, 
vocabulary, and other reading, writing skills. The evaluation model has evolved 
from only written exams to oral and demonstration based, project works or 
group works. These changes and the acceptance of these changes reveal that 
people are interested in English and eagerly learn it. To assist the changing 
patterns of teaching spoken English, Computer Assisted Language Learning 
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(CALL) was introduced. With CALL, the Language laboratory became an 
integral part of the ELT paradigm. Around 1985, Indian classrooms made 
convenient use of CALL. financial pressure and usage inconsistency paved 
issues for widespread CALL implementation (Tickoo, 2003). It involves an 
interesting approach to teaching language through audio cassettes, recordings, 
CDs, and demonstrative clips. Many software has been developed for language 
learning. Language learners of all age groups use it on a large scale. Spoken 
English courses are run on a private level in almost every state in the country. 
People involved in teaching the language make extensive use of English films, 
songs, web series, or dialogue practice through subtitles and dubbing whatever 
suitable to attain and deliver the required proficiency over the communicative 
skills in general and spoken skills in particular. These spoken English classes, 
whether online or offline, have influenced the face of English teaching in 
the Indian scenario through media or training. While the academicians label 
these institutions and learning centres as shops or commercial hubs, these 
establishments are a major influence behind the changing face of the ELT 
paradigm in India (Gupta, 2006). 

Communicative language teaching arrived much later, during the later 
interims of the 1980s. It seemed like the Indian context for English was still 
not available to use the communicative language teaching (CLT) approach 
in the teaching of the English language (Richards & Rodgers, 2001). It took 
almost two decades to gain acceptance among the learners and teachers of the 
language. At the same time, the English teachers realised the importance of 
integrated language and literature studies. With all the approaches targeting 
the heterogeneous language learner groups, India realised that it could not 
completely do away with all of them. Hence a blend of all the approaches was 
used in English classrooms as per convenience. A generous mix of so many 
methodologies was generically classified as a Communicative Approach. The 
approach borrows heavily from available material and creates a blend of audio-
lingual, situational, functional, interactional, task-based, communicative, and 
direct-method approaches. The use strictly depends on the learners’ response. 
The most important aspect of the Communicative Approach is its learner-
centred approach. It values learner sensitivity which has otherwise been ignored 
in our teaching methodologies (Littlewood, 2013, 2014). 

The missionary agenda behind the teaching of English in India is a well-
established notion (Krishnaswamy & Krishnaswamy, 2006). Missionaries 
have vehemently differed on this ground as to how much the language is 
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relevant in propagating Christian values. English contains excellent secular 
as well as Christian literature. It has an ennobling character to be a purveyor 
of culture, science, society, and economy. The diverse range of ideas and 
influences have over-shadowed the deep Christian foundation upon which 
the language, literature, and culture were initially built. English language 
and literature now come under the Humanities stream, and as such, the 
interpretation of texts adhere to the wider principle of humanism and 
humanity and co-existence. 

As contextualisation emerges as a global strategy for English teaching, 
several archaic texts have been translated into modern English and locale-
specific themes and national variants of Englishes have appeared. There is 
global appropriation of English and continuous experimentation with the 
use of the language in local contexts. Through such local contextualisation, 
English has grown beyond native speaker’s exclusive control and the language 
now belongs to the speakers of the language (Akkakoson, 2019: Hà, 2005; 
Fuentes, 2020). There is a huge sociolinguistic perspective to the English 
language teaching-learning scenario in India (Kachru, 1986a, 1986b; Kachru 
& Nelson, 2001; Singh & Kumar, 2014; Singh, 1998; Sridhar, 1985; Spolsky, 
1978). The varieties of English spoken in India are linked to the sociolinguistic 
and socio-cultural dimensions of the society and like every language in also 
draws from social identities of its speakers (Phillipson & Skutnabb-Kangas, 
1996; Tully, 1997; Yasemin, 2013). 

Communicative Language Teaching in English

On the political and national front Indian economic liberalisation on the 
1990s increased the enthusiasm to learn English in India with renewed vigour. 
New job opportunities, riding on Indian Information Technology enabled 
services (ITES) sector, attracted youths to English as a key to gain immediate 
employment. Communicative skills became the need of the hour, several 
avenues for reporters, translators, multinational professionals, etc., came 
up. Tests like IELTS (International English Language Testing System) were 
aggressively pursued by the students to gain entry into western educational 
and employment opportunities. English language teaching started gaining 
its foothold in traditional English (literature) departments in the universities 
across the country. Prevailing approaches to teaching English needed a lot 
of contextualisation to enable the learners to acquire basic language skills 
(Dhanavel, 2012; Raimes, 1983).
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English is globally learnt as a second or foreign language. Social and 
economic factors define the extent and level of duration, exposure, and 
quality of learning the language. English is learnt for professional or career 
purposes in most cases. Still, many parents, despite the inadequacies and 
economic hardships, choose English as a medium rather than a subject for 
their children (Jayadeva, 2018; Parameswari, 1993). National Focus group on 
teaching of English (National Council of Educational Research and Training, 
2006) observed – “English is now a matter of political response to people’s 
aspirations rather than an academic or feasibility issue.” English, most taught 
as a secondary language in government schools focused on formal teaching and 
learning and Indian ELT practitioners drew from western models and ideas. 
Experimentation with the curriculum was difficult at the institutional levels 
but with the thrust on English as a language of the ‘market’, ‘economy, and 
‘global trade’ institutional mechanisms were being revitalised (Chiswick & 
Miller, 2015: Lazaro & Medalla, 2004; Ku & Zussman, 2010).

Indian ELT scenario was dominated by the traditional Grammar-Translation 
Method (GMT) and it had its staunch followers even today who, however, 
agreed to add ‘tasks’ and ‘activities’ to contextualise the method. With all its 
criticisms many ELT practitioners found it suitable for developing countries 
like India (Rao, 2017). Later a number of new ‘methods’ appeared in the scene, 
led by the Western scholars, and Indian ELT practitioners experimented with 
them without accrediting any particular method, approach or procedure as the 
final answer. A variety of methods are discussed in ELT literature such as Direct 
Method, Audio-Lingual Method, The Silent Way, Desuggestopedia, Community 
Language Learning, Total Physical Response, Content-based Instruction and 
Task-based Language Teaching (Larsen-Freeman & Anderson, 2011). Many of 
these methods found their ways into Indian classrooms through ELT enthusiasts, 
achieving various degrees of success reported in literature but such codification 
of methods as part of language teaching history had been contested empirically 
by scholars (Hunter & Smith, 2012). Rather a broad consensus emerged in India 
that there is no panacea for all the multifaceted challenges that ELT practitioners 
faced in a linguistically and culturally diverse country like India. Increasingly it 
was realised that the goal of teaching English is perhaps to help the learners to be 
able to use the language for ‘practical purposes’ (Kalia, 2017; Sachdeva, 2018). 

The ELT contexts have changed over the time in India, and the contemporary 
socio-economic factors have played a major role in such transitions. The 
liberalisation of the Indian economy in the early 1990s led to the entry of 
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multinational companies (MNCs) and global brands in Indian markets. The 
new generation included people who travelled more frequently to different 
countries for work and education. Demand for communicative proficiency 
in English language started to rise. The Internet had also offered Indian 
public access and exposure to a larger range of contents from the media and 
entertainment sector offering English television channels, soaps, drama series, 
songs, and infotainment programmes (Dua, 1998; Khorana, 2012; Islam & 
Roy, 2015; Malik, 2018). With more streaming videos on the Internet and 
proliferation of over-the-top (OTT) media platforms, the dynamics of English 
language use was changing very fast (Singh, 2019; Venkatasubramanian, 2018). 

Learners’ needs were increasingly being recognised as a starting point for 
determining the language teaching strategy since the 1960s. Needs Analysis 
played a vital role in curriculum development, especially in the area of English 
for Specific Purposes (ESP), for the learners of professional or vocational 
institutions (Phan, 2005). The teachers of ESP were mandated to train their 
learners to use English in their professional and academic fields and they were 
keen to ascertain the specific language needs of the learners (Bloor, 1998; 
Dudley-Evans & St. John, 1998; Hutchinson & Waters, 1987; Munby, 
1978; West, 1994; Widdowson, 1998). ESP arrived in India in the late 1980s 
through the British Council project in Anna University (1988) that introduced 
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) to the faculty who were trained 
abroad for a year. On their return, they introduced an ESP oriented textbook 
(Anna University, 2006) which is still followed in some universities in India as 
a prescribed textbook (e.g. Tezpur University). However, the ESP initiative at 
Anna University had a “limited success” and courses in ‘communication skills’ 
were introduced to help the learner getting jobs (Dhanavel, 2017). 

Due to a number of socio-economic factors that were fast impacting every 
aspect of lives in India, the ‘employability’ of graduates attracted the attention 
of the policymakers and educational planners in the country. Industry bodies 
like National Association of Software and Service Companies (NASSOM) 
reported that only a quarter of the Information Technology graduates in the 
country are ready for jobs (Julka & Mishra, 2011). The situation deteriorated 
as the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) and 
Ernst & Young (EY) reported in their 2016 report that 9 out of 10 MBA 
graduates are unemployable (FICCI & EY, 2016). The Associated Chambers 
of Commerce of India (ASSOCHAM) reported that 93% MBA graduates are 
unemployable in India (Chakrabarty, 2016). Job market in India focusing on 
soft and higher cognitive skills like communication and negotiation. 
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Johnson (1989) argued for needs analysis for framing or designing a 
curriculum. The content and sequencing of the course contents would also 
play a significant role to simulate ‘real life’ situations in classrooms to deliver 
a fruitful exercise-based teaching. Curriculum development was expected to 
be a process that caters for learner’s needs and tries to improve the learning 
process by assessing the flaws and requirements. Needs analysis provided the 
curriculum developers the learner’s past background as well as future needs 
from the language course (Johnson, 1989; Nation & Macalister, 2010). The 
demands of the industry, learner’s interests in getting a ‘job,’ government 
policies, increased interest in professional colleges and institutions to provide 
maximum campus placements to the graduates made the English teachers 
move towards ‘communication’ (Niranjana, 2015). 

Communicative language teaching (CLT) replaced the old Grammar 
Translation Method (GTM) in the 1980s in India. It came late but in the absence 
of proper planning, teacher training, unrealistic teacher-students ratio, and an 
overall confusion about the methodologies, the ‘communicative’ classrooms in 
many institutions resembled the traditional ‘talk-chalk’ situation (Gupta, 2004). It 
appeared that the methodology occupied the major attention and the other social, 
academic and pedagogic contexts were not considered. “The learning context” 
and “learner variables” are arguably more important in the CLT classrooms (Bax, 
2003a, 2003b) as in case of any educational programme. The scenario started 
changing with the advent of the Internet, globalisation and the country’s match 
towards a digital revolution with high-speed connectivity at an affordable cost. 
Learners are now more eager to ‘communicate’ in English, not only for getting 
a job, but also for the social acceptability in the contemporary society. Some 
scholars found that the initial challenges faced by CLT practitioners were blessings 
in disguise as between late the 1980s and the 2010s, teachers were exposed to 
more details about the methods and the learning contexts were changed for the 
better (Gupta, 2004). Harmer (2003) partly disagrees with the proposition that 
methodologies should take a back seat and learning context should be the prime 
focus and argued that both learning contexts and methodology can go together 
to ensure success of the learning goals. 

Communication-Oriented Language Teaching 

Language learning was considered for a long time as remembering the rules of 
grammar and using them to ‘translate’ the expressions from native language to 
the target language. Methodological innovations or experimenting were slow 
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to come around in India. New methods like Communicative language teaching 
(CLT) came in the West in 1970s but it reached India after a decade. It took 
another two decades and an indomitable push from the country’s economic 
liberalisation and the globalisation of the economies around the world that 
the ELT scenario started to change around 2000 (Gupta, 2005). Though CLT 
arrived in India in the 1980s the initial experience was not so encouraging 
and it gained momentum after the mid-1990s. The contexts of India were 
different and there were different approaches and methodologies were tried 
under the broad umbrella of ‘communicative approaches’ and CLT became 
a set of generic principles that were applied to ELT in different ways (Gupta, 
2005; Richards & Rogers, 2002). 

As we entered the second decade of the twenty-first century, researchers 
around the world are re-examining the CLT methods and approaches. Professor 
William Littlewood initiated a discussion debate around the absence of any 
concrete definition of CLT method or approach and how indifferent countries 
different versions of the ‘communicative approach’ were implemented different 
versions of (2013). The new approaches like task-based language teaching 
(CBLT) were gaining popularity as more people were interested to use English 
as a ‘lingua franca’ (Costa, 2019; Kachru, 1986b; Mehrotra, 2003; Sirsa & 
Redford, 2013; Swell, 2013). At another label researchers were questioning 
whether methodologies of ELT could be the same globally or local cultures, 
contexts and needs should be brought to the table (Bhat, 2001; Kachru, 1994, 
1995; Sridhar, 1994). An interesting corpus-based qualitative study found 
that while the word ‘communicative’ was most frequently used as a core idea 
in the literature published in ELT Journal (Oxford University Press) between 
1958 and 1986, the word became a qualifier for other words like competence’, 
‘approach’, and ‘activities’ during later part (1981-1986) of the period under 
study (Hunter & Smith, 2012). The authors also highlighted two major points 
coming out of the study – (a) though ‘the learner’ occupied a prominent place 
in the CLT discourse, the learners were not linked to the discussion around 
‘communicativeness’; (b) words like ‘tasks’ or ‘activities’ appeared in the CLT 
literature more frequently in the later years (1981–1986) than the earlier 
years. Hunter and Smith (2012) agreed with the CLT practitioners’ assertion 
that CLT was an ‘approach’ rather than a strictly defined ‘method’ and it 
incorporated diverse set of procedures, classroom implementation strategies 
and it ran opposed to any attempt to establish ‘standard’ or ‘classical’ version 
of CLT. 
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Table 1: Overview of  Communicative Language Teaching (Littlewood, 2013)
Ellis (2005a, 2005b) and 

Erlam (2008)
Hutchinson and Waters (1987) Kumaradivelu

(1994, 2003)

• Repertoire	 of 	 formu-
laic	 expressions	 and
a	 rule-based	 compe-
tence.

• Focus	 predominantly
on	meaning.

• Focus	on	form
• Developing	 implicit

knowledge	 of 	 the	 L2
while	 not	 neglecting
explicit	knowledge.

• Built-in	syllabus.
• Extensive	L2	input
• Opportunities	for	out-

put
• Opportunity	 to	 inter-

act	in	the	L2
• Individual	 differences

in	learners
• Examine	free	as	well	as

controlled	production

• Language	 learning	 is	 a
developmental	process

• It	is	an	active	process
• It	 is	 a	decision-making

process
• It	is	not	just	a	matter	of

linguistic	knowledge
• It	 is	 not	 the	 learners’

first	 experience	 with
language

• It	is	an	emotional	expe-
rience

• It	is	to	a	large	extent	in-
cidental

• It	is	not	systematic

• Provide	 the	 maximum
possible	 number	 of
learning	opportunities

• Facilitate	 classroom	 in-
teraction	 with	 a	 com-
municative	purpose

• Minimize	 perceptual
misunderstandings

• Activate	 students’	 intu-
itive	 capacity	 for	 inde-
pendent	discovery

• Foster	conscious	aware-
ness	 of 	 aspects	 of 	 lan-
guage

• Contextualize	 the	 lin-
guistic	input

• Integrate	 the	 language
skills

• Promote	 learner	 auton-
omy

• Raise	 students’	 cultural
consciousness

• Ensure	social	relevance

Against this backdrop, Littlewood (2013) highlighted the ‘indefinability’ 
of CLT and the wide variations of what it means to different people, in 
different countries and in different contexts. He countered the ‘end of CLT’ 
argument of Bax (2003a, 2003b) underlining the very ‘nature’ of CLT being a 
very broad term to representing a wide variety of approaches, procedures and 
practices that were witnessed in different countries. Teachers and researchers 
from different countries had reported the conceptual differences, confusions, 
and debates that surrounds CLT (Gudepu, 2013; Ho & Wong, 2004; Huang, 
2016; Li, 1998; Sato & Kleinsasser, 1999; Sreehari, 2012; Takal & Ibrahim, 
2019). However, several principles and strategies have been enlisted by various 
scholars that provided a longlist of ideas around which teachers can develop 
their own pedagogy (Table 1). With respect to “built-in syllabus”, it was 
observed that learners follow an order and sequence during L2 acquisition 
to master grammatical structure of the target language (Corder, 1967; Ellis, 
2005b). 
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The ‘indefinability’ of CLT and the different approaches followed by language 
teachers let Littilewood to propose a different term for the ‘communication-
oriented language learning’ (COLT) that focused on ‘communication’ and 
flexibility of teachers in terms of pedagogy (2004). 

There seemed an emerging agreement among ELT teachers and researchers, 
in India and abroad, that over the years and sifting through several ‘methods’ a 
number of pedagogic strategies and tools are now at their disposal. Instead of 
a prescribed, top-down, watertight ‘method’, the teachers now have the liberty 
to evolve their own approaches according to the demands of their respective 
teaching-earning contexts (Allwright & Hanks, 2009; Gupta, 2004, 2005; Kalia, 
2017; Kumaravadivelu, 2003, 2006; Littlewood, 2011; Sachdeva, 2018). Teachers 
can now take control of the pedagogy, approaches and practices that they want 
to implement and generate their own “theory of practice” (Chen at el., 2010; 
Darling-Hammond, 2006; Senior, 2006a, 2006b; Stofflert & Stoddart, 1994). 

At this juncture, we could present an overview of historical developments 
in ELT over the years to have a general idea of the method histories as given 
by Howatt and Smith (2014), notwithstanding the criticisms of many scholars 
against such a categorisation (Table 2).

Table 2: Historical developments in English Language Teaching 

The Classical Period 
1750-1880

Emulating the teaching of  classical languages 
• Grammar-Translation

The	Reform	Period	
1880-1920

Teaching	the	spoken	language	
• The Natural Method
• The Berlitz Method
• The Direct Method

The	Scientific	Period
1920-1970

Scientific	basis	for	teaching	
• The Multiple Line of  Approach
• The Situational Approach
• The Oral Approach
• Audiolingualism

The	Communicative	Period
1970	–	onward	

Aiming	for	communicative	competence	
• Communicative Language Teaching
• Task-based Language Teaching
• Communication oriented language teaching

Industry-Academia Collaborative Curriculum Development 

Industry-Academia collaboration (IAC) has been discussed, studied, and 
debated for many years now. Literature in educational research shows a large 
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volume of works that has been done in this area. Initially IAC started with 
an aim to link the institutions of higher learning mainly to the industry and 
colGuptalaborate in research, now there is a renewed interest in the subject 
in recent years in redesigning educational programmes due to the fast-
changing nature of technologies, skillsets required for the industry, and a trend 
to adopt bottom-up approach (Gouëdard et al., 2019). However, there are 
two issues that pose some unanswered questions – the implementation gap 
exists in IAC on the ground and the role of IAC in collaborative curriculum 
development. The challenge becomes more acute when in language teaching 
where the approaches mostly revolve around the teachers, learners, procedures, 
institutions and outcomes. 

The mutually beneficial partnerships between industry and academia 
have long been recognised by scholars and educational planners. Cooperation 
between these two major stakeholders in our society have supported many 
innovations and advancement of knowledge in different fields (Bonaccorsi 
& Piccaluga,1994; Davey et al., 2011; D’Este Perkmann, 2011; Ginzburg & 
Houli, 2013). Economic and social development activities of the countries 
were supported by the research and development (R&D) in universities and 
the industry produced different products and services based on those R&D 
(Barnes, Pashby & Gibbons, 2002; Carayol, 2003; Forsyth, 2009; Ginzburg, 
2013). The concept of ‘knowledge society’ was built on the expectations that 
all the ‘partners of development’ will collaborate for the advancement of the 
people and carry forward the ideas of sustainable development (Boons & 
Luedeke-Freund, 2013; Oksanen & Hautamäki, 2015). Such partnerships 
have yielded positive results in several areas of education but mainly focusing 
on engineering, science, medicine, pharmaceuticals, and business processes 
and that too concentrating on R&D initiatives. There is very limited research 
and activities on how a model can be developed on incorporating the needs of 
the industry into the university curriculum itself so that the products of the 
universities can support the industry in resolving many of their challenges. The 
predominant idea that emanates from literature reviews is at the level of research 
and rarely intervenes into the functional aspects of educational institutions. 
This is quite natural as both the industry and the academia guard their own 
turf aggressively. A sense insecurity prevailed in terms of academic freedom, 
intellectual autonomy, and domain expertise commanded by the academia 
where they find little space of the industry to intervene. The collaborations 
are mainly targeted at the advisory or consultancy services to be availed from 
the academia and at the same time industry played the role of an external 
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benefactor to the institutions. A close collaboration at the stage of curriculum 
development was argued by some scholars in the past but there is still a lot of 
hesitancy in allowing the industry to ‘dictate’ the agenda for the academia.

Educational institutions, especially the educational policymakers, have 
voiced the need for increasing industry’s involvement in curriculum development. 
Inputs from the industry were recorded frequently in different educational 
research, but when it comes to actual syllabus designing or the contents of the 
curriculum the academia mostly depend on their collective wisdom within the 
related area of expertise. With the advent of Industry 4.0, this scenario is gradually 
changing and a large number of studies have highlighted the unavoidable nature 
of the modern economic activities that impact all sectors of activities, including 
education. Galan-Muros and Davey (2019) highlighted that the university-
business cooperation (UBC) was a ‘fragmented’ field with lacked a framework 
for creating an ‘ecosystem’ that covering all aspects of university education 
– “inputs, activities, outcomes, outputs, impacts, supporting mechanisms,
circumstances and context.” Some areas of IAC are well established that caters to 
the needs of apprenticeship for vocational education, live projects for students, 
internship placement for management students and other isolated partnership 
activities but benefits from those industry experiences are rarely recorded as to 
their impact on curriculum designs (Ankrah et al, 2013; Ankrah & Al-Tabbaa, 
2015; Auburn, 2007; Bekkers & BodasFreitas, 2008; Bonaccorsi, & Piccaluga, 
1994; Bertoletti & Johnes, 2021). 

In spite of the significant past work on IAC in R&D, there are very limited 
literature on the industry’s role in teaching functions of the academia (Borah et 
al., 2019, 2021). In such collaborations, the chances of the graduates getting 
jobs in the industry also increases the students are also found to increase 
their chances of getting jobs as they gain ‘employability competence’ (Borah 
et al, 2021; Khare, 2014, Knouse, 1999; Martyn, 2018; Sijde, 2012). In 
classroom practices the teachers are inclined to include components relevant 
to the industry to make their graduates industry-ready but it needed drastic 
curriculum review (Gillis and McNally, 2010; Goddard et al, 2012). Literature 
related to IAC in management education also shows a lack of research on 
curriculum development collaboration with the industry. Some isolated cases 
of collaboration are shown occasionally but a theoretical framework on IAC 
focusing on specialised area like Business Communication is yet to emerge 
(Bonfield, 2020; Painter-Morland et al, 2015; Srivastava & Khare, 2012; 
Varghese & Khare, 2021). 
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Action Research in Curriculum Development 

Decades ago, educational researchers have recognized the importance of 
experimentation in curriculum development and emphasised that theoretical 
postulates from other disciplines, especially those from the behavioural sciences, 
should be used to guide our pedagogic practices (Roberts, 1966f; Stringer, 1999; 
Zuber-Skerritt, 2003). The focus is increasingly on leveraging the teacher-
researchers in their work environments, resolving problems they are facing and 
developing theories from the self-reflections recognising relationships between 
their experiences, interventions and results in the observed phenomena 
(Dehler & Edmonds, 2006). Recent literature on action research talks about 
participatory action research (PAR) that broadens the working contexts outside 
the immediate organisational spaces and encompasses other stakeholders 
involved in an action. The critical pedagogy suggested by Paulo Freire (1970) 
questions the traditional passive role of the students where teachers ‘impart’ the 
learning. In PAR the researcher is more liberal in including all those who will 
be impacted by an action that might be happening in an institution, location, 
or within the confines of professional domains. This ‘de-professionalisation’ 
provides a room for the voices, that are often left out of the action or left in 
the periphery, to be heard, participate in any ‘change’ that is envisaged in the 
process (Fals-Borda & Rahaman, 1991). 

Theorisation in action research attracts major debate   among the researchers 
and practitioners. A number of theories emerged from the works of major 
scholars in the field but all highlighting the participation of the researchers 
in ‘action’ and involvement of the communities, stakeholders, or participants 
with the researcher at the centre of the inquiry. Prof Chris Argyris of Harvard 
Business School (1986, 1994) brought his intervention theory to the field 
of communication where the actors communicate back in ‘double loop’ by 
questioning the existing setup instead of the one-way flow of communication 
in ‘single loop’ (famously illustrated by his thermostat analogy), This 
communication continuum is also resonated in the living theory of Whitehead 
and McNiff (2006, 2011) who argued for the teachers to become ‘practitioners’ 
rather than to be a ‘spectator’ in their teaching scenarios. 

William Barry followed a similar principle in his living education theory 
(LET) to argue for a transformational approach in which (teachers) researchers 
question the existing procedures and processes and achieve a ‘transformation’ 
reflected in their professional growth and improved learning among the 
learners they teach (Atkins & Wallace, 2012; Sherman & Torbert, 2000; 
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Torbert, 2006), Scholars like John Heron, Peter Reason and Bradbury-Huang 
talks about cooperative inquiry where research is a collaborative process and it 
is conducted ‘with’ the concerned people rather than ‘on’ them which results 
in new knowledge that deepens with successive cycles of inquiries (Bradbury, 
2020; Gergen & Gergen, 2008, Heron, 1996; Heron & Reason, 2006; Reason, 
1994; Reason & Bradbury, 2001). 

Action research puts teachers (including their roles as educational planner, 
decisionmaker, or administrator) at the focus of any curriculum development 
exercise. Past studies have found that prescribing courses, new methods, 
approaches, textbooks, new curriculum or syllabus to teachers would not bring 
in the desired behavioural change or transformation in teachers until and unless 
they are a part of such processes (Ahrens, 1956, Pine, 2008). The ownership 
of any curriculum development actions (and perhaps, repercussions) would 
therefore need the collaboration of teachers (Levin & Rock, 2003). However, 
such collaborations in educational action research are that are mostly confined 
to teachers, students and associated educational actors and only a few studies 
focused on ‘course partnership’ or teaching collaborations (Borah et al, 2019, 
2021; Kock et al, 2000). 

While educational institutions are strongly hierarchical in its management 
approach, systemic changes are prescriptive, the prevalent academia-institute 
collaborations benefit the industry in getting suitably skilled human resources 
and university gets more placement (meaning more enrolment and more 
revenue) and the teacher is left only to deliver a set of courses ( Kock et al, 2000; 
O’Hanlon, 1973). If the developments in action research are extended to a 
more active involvement of both teachers and industry representatives, perhaps 
there is a way to widen the scope of both – action research and curriculum 
development (Chou, 2011; Dyer et al., 2002; Hayes, 2014; Selvaraj et al, 2015). 
There are examples of action research in universities that have incorporated 
a ‘cooperative learning curriculum to deliver them in partnerships with the 
industry (Davies & Easterby-Smith, 1984; (Dehler & Edmonds, 2006). In case 
of business school contexts, the past studies have reported about ‘learning’ that 
was achieved by both teachers and industry participants in executive education 
programmes (Mintzberg & Gosling, 2002; Plewa et al., 2015: Smith & Clark, 
2010).

Past studies have also highlighted the challenges of collaborative curriculum 
development involving ‘external’ collaborators in institutional contexts and 
the teachers need to mitigate such issues of trust barriers through ‘stakeholder 
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engagement’ (Erstad & Voogt, 2018; Twining et al., 2020). Teachers need to 
take control and initiate transformation from the ground and in the process 
enhance their professional development (Gouëdard et al., 2020). In a sense 
action research might serve as an avenue to lifelong education for teachers 
themselves as much as for the industry executives. (Cronholm, 2021).

The traditional norms of delivering ‘prescribed courses’ in the classrooms 
have always provoked the teachers with many practical challenges and most 
of them mitigate such challenges every day to manage their ‘workloads’ or 
‘deliverables.’ In that way, teachers are solving their pedagogic challenges in a 
self-reflective way in their institutional contexts. A few of the teachers get an 
opportunity to transfer those experiential learning to the systemic processes of 
curriculum development at any stage when such systems are large (at provincial 
or national level). Curriculum development can draw from action research where 
teacher can collaborate with internal (students, colleagues, administrators) and 
external (industry). It will enrich the curriculum development and facilitate 
professional development of teachers (McKernan, 1987). The ‘insider-outsider; 
binaries need to be broken to move towards a more inclusive approach in action 
research (Somekh, 2006). 

Discussion

The preceding review of literature was focused on mainly four areas of resources 
concerning: (1) the growth of English language in India, (2) the communicative 
language teaching approach, (3) Industry-Academia collaboration, and (4) 
action research as an avenue to generate theories of practice. While the focus of 
this study was concentrated on the business communication teaching-learning, 
the study would be using ELT as a basis reference point from where specific 
approaches like ESP (say, needs analysis), communicative English, and action 
research. 

Our review also revealed that certain general commonalities among the 
researchers who recognised that CLT was not a clearly defined method. Rather, 
it is an approach to language teaching that teachers follow to devise their own 
mechanisms to implement in their respective institutional contexts. While 
CLT was tried in some Indian universities and institutions, it was met with 
limited success before the globalisation and economic liberalisation of the 
country stirred up the business scenario in the country that needed higher level 
communication skills for the industry. We did not see this changing scenario 
of Industry reflected in the pedagogic research. Again, like in a few other 
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countries Industries were collaborating with the academia focusing on R&D, 
consultancies and high-end technical collaboration in training, internships, 
and joint research. We did not find any framework for an integrated approach 
to collaborate with the industry to develop curriculum for mainstream skill-
oriented courses like business communication. Past studies mainly focused 
on ‘English’ as in “Business English’ and rarely addressed the issues around 
‘communication’ as taught in business schools. The literature review threw up 
several research gaps that could be filled through this study. These theoretical 
and pedagogical gaps or ‘grey areas’ were summarised and presented as in 
Table 3. 

Table 3: Grey areas in ELT Research 

Thematic Focus Existing grey areas in ELT Research
Learner’s	
Needs

We	teach	‘communication’	or	English	speaking	and	writing	
in	‘Business	Communication’?	

Theoretical	 Can	the	existing	practice	of 	speaking-writing	under	with	
a	CLT	approach	be	reoriented	as	COLT	(as	suggested	by	
Littlewood,	2013)

Industry-Aca-
demia	Collabo-
ration	

Can	IAC	move	from	R&D	and	training-based	partnerships	
to	a	more	holistic	collaborative	curriculum	development?	

Action	Re-
search

Can	Industry	be	involved	in	a	participatory	action	research	
within	the	institutional	frameworks	of 	the	universities?	

Conclusion

This chapter started with a broad overview of the history of English language 
in India and then highlighted the developments in the area of ELT in the 
country. An overview of the latest development in CLT was also presented 
with a reference to the new idea of COLT (“Communication-Oriented” 
Language Teaching) as proposed by Littlewood (2013) as an answer to the 
‘indefinability’ of CLT as a classical method. The chapter also reviewed 
some major studies on Industry-Academia collaborations and highlighted 
the lack of significant literature on the industry’s role in teaching functions 
and curriculum development in universities. The major emerging trends 
in the area of action research highlighted the emerging importance of 
‘participatory’ action research where patricians are considered partners in 
research journey. 
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